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Dumi Rai is a 'complex pronominalizing' Kiranti language
spoken in Khotanh district, Sagaramadthd zone, in eastern
Nepal.

A verb in Dumi Rai may have one or more different stems.
Dumi verbs may be divided into various conjugations on the
basis of paradigmatic stem alternation. A conjugation
therefore 1s a fixed pattern of stem alternation, not a
fixed set of inflectional affixes. The inflectional affixes
of the intransitive, transitive and reflexive paradigms are
constant throughout all conjugations. Once the conjugation
of any given verb has been specified, it is predictable
which stem will occur in a given inflected fornm.

A single stem may have one or two phonologically condi-
tioned forms, an ante-vocalic form and an ante-consonant-
al, ante-pausal form. Before a consonant or word-finally:
(1) a post-syllabic augment 1is not realized, (2) /d/ is de-
voiced, and (3) an aspirated final is de-aspirated.

In this article, a synoptic account will be given of
Dumi Rai conjugations, and a morphological analysis will be

- provided of the verbal affixes in Dumi Rai simplex forms.

Simplicia are non-periphrastic indicative forms without an
overt aspect marker.

ABBREVIATIONS

1 first person S singular
2 second person d dual

3 third person P plural

-+ indicates the direction of a transitive relationship

A agent (of a transitive verb)

P "patient (of a transitive verb)

S subject (of an intransitive verb)

PT preterit pf prefix, prefixal slot
NPT non-preterit sf suffix, suffixal slot
@ Zero L stem
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§1. Conjugations

A conjugation in Dumi Rai is defined as a fixed pattern
of stem alternation, not a fixed set of inflectional
endings. Five intransitive conjugations, eleven transitive
conjugations and one reflexive conjugation must be
distinguished to account for the different patterns of stem
alternation in Dumi Ral verbs.

In a glossary entry, the conjugation of a verb and its
various stems must be specified. The conjugation of an
intransitive verb is indicated as: vi-1, vi-2, vi-3, vi-4
or vi-5. The conjugation of a transitive verb is indicated
as: vt-1, vt-2a, vt-2b, vt-2¢, vt-3, vt-4, vt-5a, vt-5b,
vt-6a, vt-6b or vt-7. A reflexive verb is indicated as: vr,
and the glossary entry of a reflexive verb must specify
whether its subject is in the ergative case, like the agent
of a transitive verb, or is in the absolutive case, as 1is
the subject of an intransitive verb and the patient of a
transitive verb.

Once a verb's conjugation has been specified and 1its
various stems have been provided, it can be predicted which
stem it will have in a given inflected form. For example,
the transitive verb dzi-tni "to make wet"” is specified as
belonging to conjugation vt-2a, and its stems are given as
dzi-t~-dzi-t$/dzi-s. For verbs of conjugation vt-2a, forms
with a first singular agent take the first stem or t,,
dzi‘t, and forms with a first singular patient take the
second stem or L,, dzi-t$/dzi-s.

dzi-t-nta. 1'1l] make yous wet.
dzi-t-u. I made him wet.
dzi*ts-ani. TheyP made me wet.
dzi-s-ta? Will you®s make me wet?

In certain instances, finite forms may have formally
identical affixes but take different stems:

a-dzi-t-ini. You®* made them wet (2s-3p).

a-dzi-ts-ini. YouP made him/them wet: he/they made
youP wet (2p>3/392p).

In verbs with an invariable stem, i.e. verbs of the first

conjugations, vi-1 and vt-1, finite forms bearing formally
identical affixes are alike:
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a-dim-ini.?} You® met them (2s-3p).

a-dim-ini.

YouP met him/them; he/they met you?
(2p23/3+2p).

A parallel situation exists in German with certain apo-
phonic verbs as compared to weak verbs. For example, the
present indicative endings of the third singular and second
plural are both -t. In certain verbs with Umlaut, the third
singular and second plural have different stems:

Er schlaf-t.
Ihr schlaf-t.

He is sleeping.
YouP are sleeping.

In regular verbs, both these finite forms are alike.

Er sag-t.
Ihr sag-t.

He says.
YouP say.

Unlike German, but as in Russian or French,
nation in Dumi Rai may involve stem vowel, stem final or

both. The phenomenon of stem alternation is known in
Russian as uYepenoBaHHe OCHOB.

stem alter-

(1) stem vowel affected

on-ni to enter

unp-ta I enter

on~-kita we Pe enter

unp-a he came in
ho*-ni to come

hu--ti -wede shall come
a-hu--yt youd came

ham-ho--ta

they'll]l come

(2) stem final affected
dhyek-ni to plug up
dhyekh-i wede plugged it up
a-dhyakt-i you® plugged it up
a~-dhyekh-ini youP plugged it up
dhyekt-u I plugged it up
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phin-ni

phints-i
a-phind-i
a-phints-ini

phind-u

to dig up by hand
wede dug it up
you® dug it up
youP dug it up

I dug it up

(3) both stem final and stem vowel affected

kop-ni
kuph-4

a-kopt-i
a-kuph-ini

kopt-u

ho*t-ni
hu-ts-3

a-hu-d-3
a-hu-+ts-1ini

ho+*?kta

to thatch

wede thatched it
you® thatched it
youP thatched it
I thatched it

to fetch

weds fetched it
yous fetched it
you?P fetched it
weP° shall fetch it

It 1s important that the distinction between different
stems of a single verb and different forms of a single stem
be kept in mind. Different stems are distributed according
to fixed patterns of paradigmatic stem alternation called
conjugations, whereas different stem forms are forms of a
single stem phonologically conditioned by the presence or
absence of a following suffix.

Before any consonant-initial suffix and word-finally:
(1) a post-syllabic augment is not realized,

(2) final /d/ is devoiced, and
(3) final /ph/ and /kh/ are de-aspirated.

C,C, » C,

d > ¢t

F— &)

(2" }s(?)

e.g. band-u
ben-ta

id-u
it-to

ha* kh-u
hak-ta

I felt it
[ feel it

I roasted it
I1'l1l roast it

I opened it up
I'll open it up.
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Moreover, the following morphophonemic rules apply to stem
finals:

ntd
‘¥ >5/ ¢t

e.g. hits-1i wedl burned it
his-ti we'lldt burn it
a-bonté-1ini youP felt it
a~-bes-tini youP feel it
Vit > V2 / __ k?

e.g. hit-te I'l1l burn it
hi?-kta we'llPe burn it

Stems with /i/ as stem vowel and a single stem-final
consonant are subject to limited vowel harmony in that the
stem vowel /i/ becomes /u/ in 1s+3s8/PT forms, apparently
under the influence of the 1s+3/PT suffix <-u>, e.g. hitni
vt-2a hit-hits/his "burn", hitte “1'l1l burn it", hutu "1}
burned it"; sSilni vt-1 §il "hide, conceal”, s&i2lts "I1I'll
hide it", sulu "I hid it". This vowel harmonic pattern is
attested in seventeen vt-1 and vt-2a conjugation verbs.

In preterit (393)9 and preterit 2s+3d forms, the d23
morpheme <-§1i> (§2.2.14) is suffixed directly to the stem.
In verbs with stem final /t/, the resulting sequence /ts/
is reduced to /s&/. This regressive assimilation is op-
tional in carefully enunciated lento speech but obligatory
in allegro speech, e.g. Mi detdi "Theyd warmed up by the

fire" vs. M1 dossi "Theyd warmed up by the fire" (Nep.
uniharid duijandle ago tdpe).

In the glossary of the forthcoming Grammar of Dumi Ral,
each verb is listed under its infinitive form. In glossary
entries, stems of a verb are are separated by hyphens; stem

forms are separated by diagonal slashes. Even though the
different stems of a particular stem can be predicted on
the basis of the morphophonological rules put forth here,
both ante-consonantal and ante-vocalic forms of each stem

are given in glossary entries for the sake of thoroughness
and ease to the reader:
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hilni vt-1 hil, mix, blend, mix up; Nep. misdunu,

khopni vt-3 khuph/khup-khop, winnow; Nep. niphannu.

ri-pni vt-2a Fi-pt/rfi-p-Fi-ph/fi-p, 1) twine, braid (esp.
Fi-bha "rope"; may collocate with dosam "hair", but cf.
pyekni); Nep. dori batnu; 2) spool; wind a string,
thread, etc. onto a spool; 3) wring out (patient is the
wrung out water, not the clothes from which it has been
wrung out); Nep. batarnu; 4) break someone's neck; twist
something until it snaps.

ta-mni vt-6a ta-mita-ta-mituy/ta-mtu-ta-mti-ta-mto, (ponent-
ly aspectivized ta-sni "immerse”) dunk under, dip,
plunge, immerse, sink; Nep. dubdi rdkhnu; cf. tSipni.

tsotni vt-2a tsot-tsSuts/tsus, 1) move up; Apa §i mi-bi
tsot: 1 moved the log up a bit further into the fire;
Nep. aghl sdrnu; 2) deride; get someone riled up, tease,
mock (animate patient, e.g. dog, man, friend); Nep.
g1 j3unu, calaunu, jlskyaunu.

yi*ni vi-2 yec-yi-y/yi-, descend, come down; Nep. mathi
bata tala aunu; cf. khupni, tha-n'sini.

§1.1. Intransitive conjugations

The first conjugations of both intransitive, vi-1, and
transitive, vt-1, verbs are characterized by an invariable
stem for all forms of the simplex paradigm. The affixes of
the intransitive paradigm are shown on the next page.

All other transitive and intransitive conjugations have
more than one stem and are characterized by fixed patterns
of stem alternation. The patterns characteristic of the
various intransitive conjugations are illustrated diagram-
matically on the following page. The first conjugation is
not listed, since vi-1 verbs maintain a constant stem
throughout the paradigm. I have arbitrarily chosen to
designate the stem occurring in forms with a first singular
agent or subject in any given conjugation as the first
Sten.

As stated above, patterns of stem alternation may in-
volve the stem final, the stem vowel or both. Verbs with
certain stem finals are found to exhibit only certain
patterns of stem alternation. In other words, a verb's
conjugation is somehow related to its stem final. My corpus
contains at least 37 first conjugation intransitive verbs.
Intransitive verbs of the first conjugation include open

stems (without a final consonant) and closed stems with the
following stem finals:

Driem, S.V. 1988, "The verbal morphology of Dumi Rai simplicia”, in Linguistics of the
Tibeto-Burman Area, vol. 11, no. 1, pp. 134-207. (purl.org/sealang/driem1988verbal.pdf)

Back:mid, Text:mid :: mid-W:0.22, B-Peak:86 :: gamma:1, B:145, W:220



ls

id14
1de
1pi

28
2d

3s
3d

1s
141
lde
ipd
1pe
28
2d

38
3d

141

Patterns of Stem Alternation
of the Intransitive Conjugations

vi-2 vi-3

Y
a-E-ti D1

a-l-tini a-L-ini
L-ta L-a

ham—-Yr-ta ham-L-a

- vi-4 vi-3

..........
......................
..............................................................................................

------------
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

a-r-tini a-L-ini
L-ta lL-a

ham-L-ta ham-L-a
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1 k/kh 0
r p/ph m

The complete (non-negated) simplex conjugation of the verb
phikni vi-1 phikh/phik 'get up, arise” is as follows:

1s an phikta phikhe
1di intsi phikti phikhi
lde antsi phikti phikhi
1pi inki phikkiti phikki
1pe anki phikkita phikka

28 an aphikta aphikha
2d antsi aphikti aphikhi
2p ani aphiktini aphikhini
3s im phikta phikha
3d imni phikti phikhi

3p hammi 1 hamphikta hamphikha

The second and third intransitive conjugation each dis-
tinguish a first (L,) and a second (L,) stem. In the second
intransitive conjugation, vi-2, the L, occurs in the singu-
lar and in the second and third plural. The I, occurs in
the dual and in the first plural. Intransitive verbs of the
second conjugation are open stem verbs. Of the vi-2 verbs 1
have counted, five have the stem vowel /i/ in their L,
forms and the lower stem vowel /e/ in their I, forms, and

three have the stem vowel /u/ in their I, and the lower /o/
in their L, forms.

The complete (non-negated) simplex conjugation of the verb
dze*n# vi-2 dze*-dzi-y/dzi+ "speak, talk" is as follows:

is an dze-to dze-*ne
1di intsi dzi-ti dzi-yi
l1de -ants i dzi-ti dzi-thipi
1pl inki dzi-kti dzi- ki
1pe anki dzi-kta dzi-ka
28 an adze- ta adze:
2d antsi adzi-ti adzi-yi
2p anit adze-tini adze- ni
3s im dze- ta dze-

3d imni dzi-t1 dzi-yi
3p hammi 1 hamdze- ta hamdze-

In the third intransitive conjugation, vi-3, the L,
occurs in the first plural forms, whereas remaining forms
are taken from the L,. My corpus contains at least 29 third
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conjugation intransitive verbs. The difference between the

L, and £, of third conjugation verbs involves either the
stem final consonant, the stem vowel or both. Stem alterna-
tion in third conjugation verbs involving the stem final
only is characteristic of verbs with the stem vowels /a-/,
Jus/, /i/ and -/i/. Stem alternation involving the stem
vowel only occurs in verbs with the final consonants /m/,
/n/, /¥/, /ph-p/ and /kh-k/. Stem alternation involving the
stem vowel, with or without involving the stem final,
entalls lowering of the vowel in the L,:

1=-¢
u-29
u-e
o-a

Stem alternation involving the stem final, with or without

involving the stem vowel, includes the following pairs of
alternating finals:

ts/$-t

ts/s-o

nt§/s-t

n-¢

The complete (non-negated) simplex conjugation of the vi-3
verb botni is as follows:

botni vi-3 buts/bus-bot, 1) shout, cry; crow (of a coc-
kerel); Nep. kardunu; 2) get riled up, be aroused (in
the expression: -t$ili botni "be angered, get angry"
e.g., ots§ili butsa 1 got angry):; Nep. ris uthnu.

18 an bustea butse
1di intsi busti butsi
l1de antsi busti butsi
1pi inki bo?kti bo?ki
1pe anki bo?kta bo?ka

29 an abusta abutsa
2d antsi abusti abutsi
2p ani abustini abutsini
3s im busta butsa

3d imni busti butsi

3p hammi 1 hambusta hambutsa

The fourth and fifth lntransitivé conjugation each
distinguish a first, second and third stem. The fourth
intransitive conjugation, vi-4, combines the patterns of
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stem alternation found in the second and third intransitive
conjugations. There are at least three fourth conjugation
intransitive verbs, two of which have incomplete paradigms.
All three verbs lack a stem final consonant. The IL,, which
has the stem vowel /o+/, occurs in the singular and in the
second and third plural. Dual forms take the L,, which has
the stem vowel /u/, and first plural forms take the L,,
which has the stem vowel /i/. The complete (non-negated)
simplex conjugation of the vi-4 verb lini is as follows:

lind vi-4 1lo+-1i-1u, 1) (inceptive aspectivizer with
infinitive) to commence, to begin, to start; Setni Iluyi
They9 began to kill; pyetni 1o+ It began to ache; 2) be
felt unto someone; Nep. ldgnu; (a) so?wa lini be hungry
unto someone, (b) kimin 1ini be thirsty unto someone,
(c) so?yembu ("famine"”) l1lini be in effect, be going on
(of a famine); 3) perform, do (in lexicalized combina-
tions): (a) becle* 1lini goof around, loaf off; Nep.
baralnu: (b) le- 1lini sing; Nep. gaunu; (c) mintalale
l1ini be deeply engrossed in thought, be pensive; Nep.
socd1 garnu, vicdr garnu; 4) as lo- in the construction:
verb_stem + -lo+, be engaged in, whilst engrossed in
some activity; se'r Set-1o- whilst removing lice, while
engaged in removing lice (Nep. jumrd ma3ri basikail).

1s an lo-Le lo-npeo
1di intsi luti luyi
1de antsi luti luyi
ipi inki 14kti | l1iki
lpe anki ~ likta lika
28 an alo-ta alo-
2d antsi aluti aluyi
2p ani alo-tini alo-ni
3s im lo-ta 1o

3d inmi luti luyi
3p hammi 1 hamlo- ta hamlo-

The fifth intransitive conjugation, vi-5, resembles the
third intransitive conjugation but distinguishes one stem,
the L,, for first plural nonpreterit and another stem, the
L,, for first plural preterit forms. There are two fifth
conjugation verbs: lenni vi-5 lants/les-1o--187 "come out,
emerge” and tSonni vi-5 tSents/tSes-tso--tsen "hop for-

ward". The complete (non-negated) simplex conjugation of
the former is as follows:
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1s an lastea lentse
1di int#1 last1i lontsi
ide antsi losti lontsi
1pi inki 1o-kti lo?ki

1pe anki lo*kta le?ka

2s an alosta alontsa
2d antsi alesti alentsdi
2p ani alestini alontsini
3s im losta lentsa

3d inmi losti lentsi

3p hammi 1 hamlesta hamlentsa

§1.2. Transitive conjugations

Vverbs of the first transitive conjugation are charac-
terized by a constant stem throughout the simplex paradignm.
The majority of transitive verbs, however, exhibit some
pattern of stem alternation and belong to one of the re-
maining conjugations. The patterns of stem alternation
characteristic of the various transitive conjugations are
illustrated diagrammatically on the following ten pages.

My corpus contains at least 36 first conjugation
transitive verbs. Transitive first conjugation verbs either
have an open stem or have one of the following stem finals:

kh/k m 1
ph/p n r
k

The complete (non-negated) simplex conjugation of the verb
phikni vt-1 phik "get up, arouse, wake up"” 1is as follows:

18928 phiknta phiknna
1s+2d phiknpsisti phiknsisi
1s42p phiknptini phiknnini
1s-53s phikto phuktu
1893d phiktoesi phiktisi
1s53p phiktoni phiktinz
1di-»2/3 phikt1i phiki
1de-2/3 phikti phiki
1pi=a2/3 phikkiti phikhki
l1pe-2/3 phikkita phikka
28-3s aphikta aphikti
2s-53d aphiksti aphiksi
2S-53p aphiktini aphiktini
2d-3 aphikti aphiki
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plipeg-e| | p-1-v| v-3-v

furg-1-¢| | ry3-1-¢|e3-1-¢

ey-1-9
PlEN-1-9

Fur-3
Furg-3
r§-3
r15-1
F-3-¢
F3-3-9
fug-3-¢| rf-3-¢| ¥-1-¥¢
rury-1-e|r1g-1-¢|e3-1-%
ex-1
e3F4-1
Fy-1
F71%-1
-1
1-1
fur-1 fer-1 n-3
uey-1| ¥ger-1| €31-1
dg pE s¢

dg

FErEN-1
FIZFEN-1

QUN-1
?IN-1

pe

52

ady

Fi-1-¢
F1F4-1-¢

¥F1-1-¥F

fue-1-o
fuej-J-v
fge-1-9
fge3-1-9

g o e W

114! &1

pe

5¢

d?

pe

&2

adr
1dy
apl

1§44

LR
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2p+3 aphiktini aphikini
389538 phikta phikti
38-3d

3d+3s phiksti phiks i
3d-+»3d

38-3p

3d-+3p

3p-»3s phiktini phiktini
3p+3d

3p+3p

28/3891s aphikte aphike
2d/3d»1s aphiktoesi aphikesi
2p/3p>is aphikteni aphikeni
32141 aphikti aphiki
2/3+1de aphikti aphiki
3+41pi aphikkiti aphikk1i
2/3+1pe aphikkita aphikka
3928 aphikta aphika
3-+2d aphikti aphiki
392p aphiktini aphikini

The second transitive conjugation consists of a second
conjugation proper, vt-2a, for which I have counted 96
verbs to date, and two minor conjugations, vt-2b and vt-2c,
each containing at least three verbs. Transitive second
conjugation verbs distinguish two stems. In the second
conjugation proper, vt-2a, the L, occurs in forms with a
first singular agent or first plural actant and in 2s-3 and

343 foras. The L, occurs in forms with a first singular
patient or first dual actant and in 2d+3, 2p+3 and 342
forms. Conjugation vt-2b differs from the second conjuga-
tion proper in that (3+3)9 forms are taken from the [,.
Conjugation vt-2c differs from the second conjugation
proper in that both (3+43)49 and (3+43)P forms are taken from
the L,.

Verbs of the second conjugations exhibit the following
possible stem finals:

d/t-ts/s nd/n-nts/s
t-t$/$ tnd/tn-tnts/s
kt/k-kh/k md/m-m
pt/p-ph/p

rd/f-F n-ns
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The minor second conjugation, vt-2b, contains three
verbs with the stem final nd/n-nts/&, and the minor conju-
gation, vt-2c, contains three verbs with the stem final
pt/p-ph/p.

Stem alternation in all second conjugation verbs in-
volves alternation of the stem final consonant, but stem
alternation in a subset of vt-2a verbs also involves the
stem vowel. Such vt-2a verbs either have the stem vowel /1/
in £, and the lower vowels /e*/ or /e¢/ in E, or the stem
vowel /u/ in £, and the lower vowel /o2/ or /e/ in L,.

The complete (non-negated) simplex conjugations of the
second conjugation verbs do+khotni vt-2a "see", 1inni vt-2b
"sell"” and i-pni vt-2c "put to bed"” are as follows:

do-khotni vt-2a do+khot-du-khuts/du-khus, see; Nep. dekhnu.

18928 do-khotnta do-khotnna
1s+2d do-khotnsisti do-khotnsisi
1892p do-khotntini do*khotnnini
1893s do-khotte do-* khotu
1893d do*khottesi do-khotisi
18-53p do<khottoni do-khotini
1d1-2/3 du-khusti du-khutsi
1de-2/3 du-+khusti du-khutsi
1pi>2/3 do-kho?kt1 do+*kho?ki
1pe+2/3 do-kho?kta do* kho?ka
2838 ado-khotta ado-khoti
2893d ado-khosti ado-khoss i
2893p ado*khottini ado-khotini
2d-3 adu-khusti adu-khutsi
2p-»3 adu-khustini adu*khutsini
3838 do-*khotta do-khoti
3s8-+3d

3d+3s ] do-khosti do* khoss i
3d+3d

3s8-93p

3d-»>3p

3p-»3s do-khottini do-khotini
3p-»3d

3p»3p

2s8/3s1s adu-khusta adu-khutss
2d/3d-1s adu-khustesi adu-khutsasi
2p/3p->1s adu+khusteni adu-khutsens
351di adu-khusti adu-khuts i
2/321de adu+khusti adu-khutsi
3->1pi ado+kho?kt1 ado-*kho?ki
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2/3+1pe ado-kho?kta ado+* kho?ka
3928 . adu-khusta adu+-khutsa
3+2d adu-khusti adu-khutsi
392p adu-*khustini - adu-khutsini

inni vt-2b ind/in-ints/i8, sell something (patient) ¢to
someone (-bi LOC); Towm bhi?1, abhi?i, a?inta? Antsi-bi
azinta? Will you® sell it to usde? Will you® sell that

cow, that cow of yours?; Nep. becnu.

ana inte indu
intg#i?a i$t1 int§1i
antsi?a i8t1 intsi
inpki?a inkitl ink1
ankiza inkita inka
ana azinta arsindi
ant$i?a a?isti azintsi
ani?a a?1stini a?intsini
ima inta indi
imni?a igti intsi
hammil?a intini indini
i-pns vt-2c i-pt/i1-p-i-ph/i-p, put to bed, put to sleep:
Nep. sutdunu.
ana i-pte 1+ptu
ints$i?a i-pti i+-phi
ants$i’a 1-pts i+phi
ipki?a 1-pkiti 1+pki
ankiza i-pkita 1-pka
ana azi-pta arsi-pti
antdi?a a?i-pti arsi-phi
anli?a a’zi-ptini azi-phini
ima i-pta i-pti
imni’a 1°psti 1-psi
hammil’a 1-ptini i*phini

To date 1 have counted 19 verbs in the third transitive
conjugation, vt-3. Transitive third conjugation verbs
distinguish two stems. The E, occurs in 1s942 forms and in
forms with a first plural actant. The remaining forms are

are all taken from the L,. Verbs of the third conjugation
have the following stem finals:

kh/k~k n 1
ph/p-p m |
t§/8-t
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Stem alternation in third conjugation verbs invariably
involves alternation of stem vowel. The I, stem vowel can
either be /u/ which is lowered to /2/, /e/ or /a/ in L,, or
/1/ which is lowered to /¢/ or the sequence /ys/, 1i.e.
[je]. in E,. The complete (non-negated) simplex conjuga-
tion of the verb lopni vt-3 "catch" is as follows:

lopni vt-3 luph/lup-lop, catch, seize, grab; pounce upon

(sald of wild animals and their prey); Nep. samdunu,
samatnu, pakadnu; cf. Fonni.

18928 lopmta lopmma
1s92d lopméti lopmé&i§1
1892p lopmtini lopamini
184383 lupta luphu
18-+3d luptosdi luphisi
1s93p luptoni luphini
1di-+2/3 lupti lupht
1de92/3 lupti luphi
1pi-22/3 lopkiti lopki
1pe22/3 lopkita lopka
28938 alupta aluphi
2s8-»3d alupsti alupdi
28-3p aluptini aluphini
2d->3 alupti alupht
2p-3 aluptini aluphini
38-53s lupta luphi
3893d

3d-3s lupsti lupsi
3d-»3d

38-3p

3d-5>3p

3p+»3s luptini luphini
3p->»3d

3p->3p

28/38+1s alupta aluphe
2d/3d-+1s aluptoasi aluphasi
2p/3p-+1s aluptaoni aluphani
3+1d1 alupti aluphi
2/3+1de alupti aluphi
3-+1pi alopkiti alopki
2/3-21pe alopkita alopka
3328 alupta alupha
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3+2d alupti aluphi
342D aluptini aluphini

The fourth transitive conjugation combines the patterns
of stem alternation characteristic of the second (vt-2a)
and third (vt-3) conjugations. Stem alternation in the
fourth conjugation involves the stem final and, in some
cases, also the stem vowel. The 1393, 283 and 343 forms
are taken from the L,. The forms with a first singular

patient or first dual actant and 2d»3, 2p»3 and 332 forms
are taken from the E,. The 18342 forms and forms with a

first plural actant are taken from the £,. I have counted
12 transitive fourth conjugation verbs to date. Verbs of

the fourth conjugation have one of the following stem
finals:

d/t-ts/3-1 t-ts/s-t nd/n-nts/8-t
. d/t-t$/5-¢

When stem alternation in vt-4 verbs involves the stem
vowel as well, the stem vowel is either /u/ in L, and L,
which is lowered to /o/ in L,, or /1/ in L, and E, which in
£, is lowered to /e/ or /c¢/. The complete (non-negated)

simplex conjugation of the verb li-tni vt-3 "catch” is as
follows:

11°tnd vt-4 11-d/14i-t-11-ts/711-s-1et, 1) release, let go,
let loose; Nep. chodnu: 2) so'm 1li:tni (so-m "breath"” as

third singular patient) exhale; Nep. sas phirnu; cf.
potni vt-2a (3), thitni vt-2a (2).

18228 lctnta letnna
1s+2d letn($1)sti letnsisi
1892p letntini letnnini
18938 - l11-tte 11-du
18+3d 1i-ttasi 11-disé
18+3p li<ttoni li-ding
1di+2/3 11-8t1 l1i-tsi
1de92/3 11-St3 11-t§4
1pi+»2/3 le?kt 1 le?ki
1pe+2/3 le?kta le?ka
2338 ali-tta ali-di
2893d ali-st1 ali-ssi
283p ali-ttini ali-dini
2d-+3 ali-sti ali-tsi
2p>3 ali-stini ‘ ali-tsini
38938 li-tta l1i-di
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3s+3d

3d-+3s 11-5ti 11-5s1
3d-+3d

3893p

3d-»3p

3p23s 11-ttini l11-dini
3p-»3d

3p-»3p

28/3s81s ali-ste ali-tse
2d/3d+1s ali-stesi ali-tsoesi
2p/3p->ls ali-steni ali-tfeni
3-21d1i ali-sti ali-tsi
2/3+1de ali-sti ali-tsi
3-»>1pi ale?kti ale?ki
2/3->1pe ale?kta alec?ka
3428 ali-sta ali-tsa
3+»2d ali-sti ali-tsi
32p ali-stini ali-tsini

The fifth transitive conjugation, vt-5a and vt-5b, bears
some resemblance to the fourth and distinguishes four
different stems. In the fifth conjugation, vt-5a, the [,
occurs in 1s+3, 2893 and 393 forms. The L, occurs in forms
with a first singular patient or first dual actant and in
2d»3, 2p+3 and 392 forms. Nonpreterit forms with a first
plural actant are taken from the L,. Preterit forms with a
first plural actant and 1s92 forms are taken from the [,.
The pattern of stem alternation of vt-5b verbs differs from
the pattern just described in that (3+3)9 forms are taken
from the £, and that the 1s+2 forms are taken from the L,.
To date I have counted § vt-5a and 3 vt-5b verbs in my
corpus. The vt-5a verbs have the stem finals:

tnd/tn-tnts/s-g-t
nd/n-nts/s-t-n
nd/n-nts/s-¢-n

The vt-5b verbs have the stem finals:

nd/n-nts/s-n-t
nd/n-nts/s-g-n

One vt-5b verb has the stem vowel /o/ in L,, whereas it has
the stem vowel /o/ in E,, £, and L,.
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The g_onplete (non-negated) simplex conjugations of the
fifth conjugation verbs phipkhotnns vt-5a "send off to
someone” and tsennt vt-5b "teach" are as follows:

phipkhotnni vt-5a phinkhotnd/phinkhotn-phinkhotnts/
phinkho$-phinkho-phinkhot, (profferatively aspectivized
phinpni "send”) send off, send to (patient agreement with
recipient, not object sent); Nep. pathdi dinu; cf. khip-

khotnni, ri-pkhotnni, se-wa khotnni.

18928 phinkhotnta phipkhotnna
1s+2d phinpkhotn$isti phinkhotnéisi
1842p phinkhotntini phinpkhotnni
18938 phinkhotnte phinkhotndu
18+3d phinkhotntass phinkhotndisi
1393p phinpkhotntoni phinkhotndini
1di-+»2/3 phinkhost1 phinkhotntsi
1des2/3 phigkhosti phinkhotntsi
1pi+»2/3 phinpkhokti phinkho?k1
1pe+2/3 phinkhokta phinpkho?ka
28538 aphinkhotnta aphinpkhotndi
28-53d aphinkhotnséti aphinkhotnég i
28-53p aphinpkhotntini aphinkhotndini
2d-3 aphinkhodti aphinkhotnt$i
2p»3 aphinpkhostini aphingkhotntéini
38938 phipkhotnta phinkhotndi
3893d

3d+3s phinkhotnsti phinkhotnsi
3d-+3d

3893p

3d-3p

3Ip-+3S phipkhotntini phinkhotndini
3p-»3d

3p*3p

28/3s»1s aphinkhoste aphinkhotntse
2d/3d-»1s aphinkhostesi aphinkhotntsesi
2p/3p21s aphinkhosteni aphinkhotnts$ani
3+1d14 aphinpkhosti aphinkhotntsi
2/3-1de aphinpkhosti aphipkhotntsi
321pi aphinkhokt i aphinkho?ki
2/3=»1pe aphinkhokta aphinpkho?ka
3928 aphinkhosta aphinkhotntsa
3+2d aphinkhost i aphinkhotntsi
32p aphinkhostini aphinpkhotntsini
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tdenni vt-5b tSend/tsen-tsents/tSecs~-tse~tsen, teach; Nep.
sikaunu.
18928 tsenta tsenna
1s92d tSensisti tsen&isdi
1892p tsentini tfennini
18+3s tsente t$endu
1893d tscntedi tdendisdi
18-3p tscnteni tdecndini
1d1+2/3 tdcdti tfentdi
1de-2/3 tSedti tSentsi
1pi+2/3 tsckti téenki
1pe+2/3 tsckta tdenka
2838 atsenta atsendi
28-53d atsesti atdentéi
23-53p atsentini atdendini
2d-»3 atsesti atsentsi
2p-3 atsestini atsentsint
3893s tSenta tdendi
3893d
3d-3s tsesti t¥entsi
3d-»3d
38-+3p
3d-»>3p
3p»3s tsentini tdendini
3p-»3d
3p-»3p
28/3s51s atsecdto atdcntse
2d/3d-1s atscstosi atsentsosi
2p/3p->1s atsestoni atsdentsoni
391di atsesti atsentsi
2/3+1de atsesti atsentsi
3-»1pi atsekti atsenki
2/321pe atsckta atsenka
3+2s atsesta atsentsa
3+2d atsesti atsentsi
392p atsestini atsentsini

The sixth transitive conjugation consists solely of

verbs lacking a stem-final consonant. The first conjuga-
tion, however, also contains at least one such verb. To
date I have counted 8 verbs in the sixth conjugation
proper, vt-6a, but the frequency of vt-6a verbs is far
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a L, In 1843
forms; a L, in 1842 forms, forms with a first dual or first
plural actant, 2d+3 forms and 3+2d forms; a L, in 2s+3 and
343 forms; and a £, in forms with a first singular patient,
3928, 3+2p and 2p»3 foras.

The £,, £,, L, and I, of vt-6a verbs have the stem
vowels /a/, /u/, /4/ and /s5/ respectively.

There are also at least three verbs which belong to the
minor transitive sixth conjugation, vt-68b, which differs
from the sixth conjugation proper, vt-6a, in that it
distinguishes only two different stems: a L, in forms with
a first singular patient, 392s, 392p and 2p+3 forms; and a
L, in all other forms. The L, of vt-6b verbs therefore
shows the same distribution as the L, of vt-6a verbs. A
possible explanation for this phenomenon 1lies in the
difference in stem vowel between vt-6a and vt-6b verbs. The
stem vowel of vt-8b verbs is /i-/ in the L, and /e+/ |in
the L,.

The £, stem vowel of vt-6a and vt-6b conjugation verbs
is lengthened in preterit 3s+2s, 2p+»3 and 3+2p forms unless
long already. The L, stem vowel is lengthened in preterit
1843 forms (cf. §2.2.4).

The complete (non-negated) simplex conjugations of the
sixth conjugation verbs suni vt-6a "escort, deliver" and
bi-ni vt-6b "give" are as follows:

tion proper distinguish four different stems:

funi vt-6a Sa-Suy/Su-§i-so, 1) escort, deliver; Nep.
purydunu; 2) dimittive aspectivizer; Nep. pat{hdunu.

1828 sunta sunna
1s»2d susti susi
18+2p suntini sunni
1893s santa sa-*npu
18+3d santesi sa-nisi
1853p santeni sa*nini
1d1+2/3 suti sSuyl
1de-»2/3 suti suy#
1pi+2/3 sukti suki
1pe->2/3 sukta Suka
28-53s asita asi
28-3d asisti asisi
28-3p asitini asini
2d-»3 asuti asuyl
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2p>3
3893s
3393d
3d-»3s ]
3d-+3d
3893p

3d-3p
3p23s
3p»3d
3p-»3p
28/3s8+18
2d/3d-»1s
2p/3p-»ls
3+1di
2/321de
351pti
2/3+1pe
328
3-+2d
392p

asotini
sita

sisti

sitini

asgote
asotesi
asateni
asuti
asuti
asukti
asukta
asota

asuti
asotini

aso+'nl
sS4

sisi

sinli

asgone
asonaedi
asgoneni
asuyli
asuyi
asuki
asuka
asoe
asuyi
aso-ni

165

bi-ni vt-6b bi-y/bi--be+, give something to someone, endow

(patient agreement with recipient, not object given);
Nep. dinu.

1892s bi-nta bi-nna
1s-+2d bi-nsisti bi-nsisi
1892p bi-ntini bil'nnini
1843s bi-pta bl-nu
1853d bil-ptasi bi-npisi
1843p bi-ptoni bi-npini
1di+2/3 bi-ti bi-yi
1de-2/3 bi-ti bi-yi
1pi=2/3 bi-kti bi-ki
1pe>2/3 bi-kta bi-ka
28938 abli-ta abi-
28-53d abi-sti abi-si
2893p abi-tint abi-ni
2d-3 abi-ti abl-yi
2p-»3 abe-tini abe-ni
3893s bi-ta bi-
3s-23d

3d-+3s ] bi-sti bi-si
3d-3d
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38-3p 1.

3d+3p |

3p->38 bi-tini bi-ni
3p+3d

3p-»3p

28/38-18s abe+ to abe+*ne
2d/3d-»1s abe- tasi abe-nasi
2p/3p->1s abe- tani abe-npani
3»1d1i abi-ti abi-yi
2/3+»1de abi-ti abi-yi
3+1pi abi-kti abi-ki
2/3+1pe abi-kta abi-ka
3928 abe- ta abe-
3+2d abi-ti abi-yi
3-2p abe- tini abe-'ni

The seventh conjugation 1is an anomalous conjugation
containing only one verb minni "to do". It is characterised
by a pattern of stem alternation involving six different
stems: a L,, ma, in 1893 forms; a E,, mit$/mis., in forms
with a first singular patient or first dual actant and 342
forms; a L,, mit, in forms with a first plural actant; a
L., mi, in 1892, 2843 and 333 forms; a L,, muy/mu, in 2d+3
forms; and a L, mo, in 2p+3 forms. The complete (non-
negated) simplex conjugation of mitni is as follows:

minni vt-7 ma-mits$/mis-mit-mi-muy/mu-mo, [dir. < mins
vt-6a "do"] 1) do something (inanimate patient), do
something unto someone (animate patient); Nep. garnu;
2) (with timle) converse, talk ({calque < Nep. kur3

garnu); 3) (with golpi "big") raise someone (Nep. (hiilo
parnu), cf. tilnt.

18923 minta minna
1s2d mingisti minsis1
1s2p mintini minnint
18+3s mante ma-* nu
18+93d mantesi ma*nisi
1s43p manteni manini
1d1+2/3 misti mitsi
1de-»2/3 mistsi mits i
1p1-2/3 mi2kti mi?ki
1pe»2/3 mi?kta mizka
2S-+38 amita ami
28-+3d amisti amis i
28-93p amitini amini
2d-»3 amuti amuy i
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2p3 amotini amo-ni
38933 mita mi
33-3d

3d-3s misti mis 1
3d->3d

3893p

3d-»3p

3p»3s mitini mini
3p-»3d

3p-»3p

28/38-1s amiste amitse
2d/3d»1s amistesi amitdosi
2p/3p-1s amistoni amitseni
321di amisti amitsi
2/3+1de amisti amitsi
3-1pl ami?kti ami?ki
2/3+1pe ami?kta ami?ka
342s amista amitsa
3»2d amisti amitsi
352p amistini amitsini

§2. Morphemic Analysis of Verbal Affixes

167

Dumi Rai simplicia have eight suffixal and two prefixal

slots. The following table presents an overview of the
slots and slot fillers:

pf1l

sf1

Person slot:

<ham-> third plural subject (3pS)
<a-> the marked scenario morpheme (MS)

Preterit negative slot:
<me-> the preterit negative morpheme (NEG)
Reflexive slot:

<-nsi> reflexive (REF)
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sf2 First person slot:
<-n> the 1892 morpheme
<-k> = first person plural actant (1p)
<-np> first first singular morpneme (1s)
sf3 Copy slot:
<-§1> reflexive copy (REF)
<-n> 1892 copy
<-&1> anticipatory copy of the d23 morpheme
<-31> anticipatory copy of the exclusive mor-
pheme (e)
<-1> anticipatory copy of the inclusive mor-
pheme (1)
sf4 - Tense:
<~-t> non-preterit (NPT)
<-#> preterit (PT)
sfS Person slot:
<-o> second first singular morpheme (18)
<-ud> the 1893/PT portemanteau
<-1> inclusive morpheme (1)
<-1> exclusive morpheme (e)
<-a> the second and third person subject
morpheme (23S)
<-i> the 3sP/PT portemanteau
sf6 Number slot:
<-i> duval morpheme (d)
<-a> second/third person singular morpheme
(823)
<-81i> second/third person dual morpheme (d23)
<-ini> second/third person plural morpheme
(p23)
sf7 Third first singular morpheme slot
<-#> third first singular morpheme (1s)
sf8 Negation:
<-na> negative morpheme (NEG)
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§2.1. Prefixes

The two prefixal slots are the person slot (pfl) and the
preterit negative slot (pf2).

§2.1.1. The third plural subject morpheme

basic morph: <ham->
label: 3pS

The prefix <ham-> indicates third plural subject in intran-

sitive and reflexive forms, e.g. (1) & (2). The 3pS prefix
is a pfl filler.

(1) Rambham khiki-bi lept-g-ini-ke ham-kom-$i-¢
lichen glue-LOC patch-PT-p23-pfG 3pS-cover-REF-PT
7e.
REP

It is said that {Primitive Man before the inven-
tion of the loom] patched lichens together
with glue and clothed themselves [therewith].

(2) Bhi?i-mil ham-bikh-g-a.
cow-p 3pS-bear_young?-PT-23S
The cows calved.

§2.1.2. The marked scenario prefix <a->

basic morph: <a->
label: MS

The prefix <a-> is a pfl filler which divides all simplicia
into two groups. Its distribution in simplex forms defines
two distinct sets of verbal scenarios. The formally un-
marked set comprises intransitive and reflexive scenarios

involving a first or third person actant and the following
transitive relationships:

152
193
393

The marked scenario prefix occurs in verb forms defining an
intransitive or reflexive scenario involving a second

person actant or denoting one of the following transitive
relationships:
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2->1

o 351
342

, 293

This pattern of unmarked and marked verb forms reflects a
pronominal markedness hierarchy of pragmatically more vs.
less obvious scenarios, at least to the mind of the author
if not in the mind of the native speakers of Dumi Rai. Of
the 67 example sentences in this article, the (following
contain marked scenarios: (5), (6). (31), (34), (40), (44),

(46), (49), (382), (53), (53), (56), (57), (59) & (65).
§2.1.3. The preterit negative morpheme

basic morph: <mo->
label: NEG

Unlike the negative suffix <-ne> (§2.2.16) which is suf-
fixed to all negated simplex forms, the preterit negative
morpheme <mo-> {s prefixed to all negative preterit
simplicia, e.g. (3)-(5). The preterit negative morpheme is

a pf2 filler, and it has a regular allomorph in zero
following the marked scenario morpheme <a->, e.g. (5).

(3) An~a tom khelo npo kir-ni
I-ERG that all EMPH carry-INF
mo-tsa-pt-u-g-ne.
NEG-be_able-1s+3/PT-s23-NEG
I wasn't able to carry all of that.

(4) Ape* pe ham-me-ye:-g-ne?
before EMPH 3pS-NEG-come_down-PT-NEG
Haven't they already come down?

(S) O-kho* hempa go+-t-a? o~kho+* hempa a-ti-g?
my-pot where be-NPT-23S my-pot where MS-put-3sP/PT
. an-a a‘'t&-g-o9-m*
I-ERG say-PT-1s-NOM
a-g-nyt*-g~-ne?
MS-NEG-hear-3sP/PT-NEG
Where is my pot? Where did you put my pot?
. Didn't you hear what I said?
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§2.2. Suffixes

There are eight suffixal slots in the suffixal string of a
Dumi Rai simplex. The slots and their fillers will be dis-
cussed under the separate morphemes below.

The function of the third suffixal position is that of a
copy slot. Certain morphemes in the suffixal string appear
as copies in sf3, in certain instances apparently in order
to disambiguate the form by preventing homophony or to
prevent consonant clusters, and in other cases for no
apparent reason. The copied morpheme may, in its regular
position, either precede sf3 in the suffixal string (e.g.
the reflexive and the 1s+42 morphemes) or follow it (e.g.
the d23, inclusive and exclusive morphemes). In the latter
case, the copied morpheme 1is an anticipatory copy. The
conditions under which a given morpheme is copied in sf3

are specified below in the section on the morpheme
concerned.

§2.2.1. The reflexive morpheme

basic morph: <-n&i>
label: REF

The morpheme <-ndi> occurs in reflexive forms where it sig-
nals a reflexive relationship. This morpheme is a suffixal
slot 1 filler and is affixed immediately to the stenm.

After plosive stem-finals, the initial /n/ of the re-
flexive suffix assimilates for place of articulation, e.g.
yokn'sini 'split the scene, depart', dzi-tn'sSini 'get one-
self wet', dapm'sini 'be stricken'.

nsi k
-n&i -+ [ nsi ] / [ ¢ ]
ms 1 p

After stems ending in /r/, /n/ and /m/, the initial
nasal of the reflexive morpheme is dropped, e.g. Sir'sini
'bathe', tsen'sini 'learn', kim'sini 'bend over'.

) —

Reflexive verbs with stem-final /1I/ are not attested.

- "k

-nsi > -1 / {
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The initial /n/ of the reflexive morpheme 1is also
dropped after the open stem of the verb imde-:'Sini 'be
asleep', but this case is anomalous. The verb imde:'S$ini is
the resultatively aspectivized reflexive form of unattested
*imni 'sleep' (cf. the TB *-t directive derivative i-:pni
vt-2¢ i-pt/i-p~i-ph/i-p 'put to bed, put to sleep'). The
anomaly lies in the fact that the resultative aspectivizer
de'ni vt-4 dit-dits/dis-det loses its stem-final in 1s-2d
forms and before the reflexive suffix <-n#i> and infinitive
suffix <-ni>. Moreover, the 1842 morpheme <-n> is realized
as zero in 1s+2d forms of the aspectivizer de-ni, and, in
the reflexive forms of the resultative aspectivizer, the
reflexive morpheme <-n&i> loses its initial nasal segment.

Stem-final /p/ assimilates with the initial nasal of the
reflexive morpheme to yield palatal n, (n]l, e.g. tha-fi'$ini
'descend’'. A similar regressive assimilation is attested in

the palatalization of velar /p/ before front vowels in
Hakkanese or Kéjia (Hashimoto 1973: 101-102).

The reflexive morpheme is copied in the form of its
allomorph <-8i> in the copy slot, sf3, in non-singular
reflexive forms with an actant number morpheme in sf6, viz.
the 1di, 1de, 2d, 2p and 3d forms, e.g. (6)-(8).

(6) A~ya*t-néi-$i~-g-ni
MS-be_embarrassed-REF-REF-PT-p23
YouP were embarrassed.

(7) Vast-nfi-§-g-i-¢g.
put_on_jewelry-REF-REF-PT-e-d
Wede put on jewelry.

(8) Aina-bi  do-khot-n$i-S-g-1i-g.
mirror-LOC look-REF-REF-PT-i-d
Wedi looked at ourselves in the mirror.

It might be argued that copyving of the reflexive morpheme
serves to prevent homophony. Without an overt copy of the
reflexive morpheme, dual exclusive reflexives would be
homophonous with first singular reflexives, e.g. (7)., (9).
Likewise, first dual inclusive reflexives would, without an

overt copy of the reflexive morpheme, be homophonous with
third singular reflexives, e.g. (8), (10). However, dual

inclusive reflexives are homophonous with third dual re—
flexivesS, e.g. (8), (11).
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(9) Wart-ns-g-3.
put_on_jewelry-REF-PT-1s
I put on jewelry.

(10) Aina-bi  do-khot-n¥i-g-o.
mirror-LOC look~-REF-PT-s23
He looked at himself in the mirror.

(11) Aina-bi do*khot-n§i-g-g-1.
mirror-LOC look-REF-REF-PT-d
They? looked at themselves in the mirror.

The reflexive morpheme has a regular allomorph <-ns> and
its copy a regular allomorph <-$> before vowels, i.e. the
third first singular morpheme <-i>, the inclusive morpheme
<~i> and the exclusive morpheme <-i>, e.g. (7), (8), (9),
(11).

-nsi > ~ns / vV

When there are no intervening morphemes between them, the

nonpreterit suffix <-t> (§2.2.5) becomes fused into the
reflexive morpheme or its copy, vielding <-nsti, -sti>:

(12) fm-a i-hop~npe do+*khot-nsti-go.
he-ERG his-self-EMPH see-REF(NPT)-s23
He sees himself.

(13) Na-n-st-i.
sit_down-REF(NPT)-1s
I'l1l1 sit down.

In the infinitive, the element /-si/ of the reflexive mor-
pheme takes the stress, e.g. yoknp'sini 'split the scene,

scram'. In inflected forms, the stress is regular, i.e. on
the verb root:

(14) 'Yok-nSi-Ss-@-i-ke khuts-g-g-1 ?e.
split-REF-REF-PT-d-pfG go-PT-23S-d REP
It is said that, having split up, they? went their
separate ways.
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§2.2.2. The 1s-32 morpheme

basic morph: <-n>
label: 1892

The morpheme occurs in all 1892 forms and signals a tran-
sitive relationship between a first person singular agent
‘and second person patient. This morpheme is a sf2 filler.®
It is attached immediately to the verb stem.

After the plosives /p/, /t/ and /k/, the 1892 porte-

manteau assimilates for place of articulation and becomes a
homorganic nasal, e.g. (15)-(17).

/n/ /k/
<-n> 9 [ /n/ ] / { /t/ ]
/n/ /p/

(15) Lup-m-sti.
grab-1s+2-d23(NPT)
I'11 get yousd.

(18) Yok-n-t-int.
feed-13-52-NPT-p23
I'1l feed youP.

(17) Dzi-+t-n-t-a.
make _wet-18+2-NPT-823
1']1]l] make you® wet.

The 1892 morpheme <-n> assimilates to the preceding

liquids /r/ and /1/ and nasals /m/ and /n/ in regular lento
speech, e.g. (18)-(21).

/r/ /r/

-n /1/ / /1/
/m/ /m/ —_—
/0/ 0/

In allegro speech,

the 1s+2 morpheme

<-n> 1s reduced to

zero following /r/, /1/, /m/ and /n/, e.g. (22) & (23).
/r/
n s o1
n> 2 /m/ —_—
/0/
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(18) Tsi-np-p-t-ini.
hate-182-NPT-p23
I hate youP.

(19) Til-l-n-g~-ini

raise-18+2-1892-PT-p23
I raised youP.

(20) Yom-m-Si-sSti!
hit-18+2-d23-d23(NPT)
1'11 hit you both!

(21) Tsor-r-n-g-ini.
pay-1s+2-1s8+42-PT-p23
I paid youP.

(22) Tser-g-g-ni.
pay-1s+2-PT-p23
I paid youP.

(23) Dim-g-t-a.
run_into-1s8+2-NPT-823
I'l1l run into you.

Likewise, the 1892 portemanteau is copied in sf3 in
preterit 1s-2s and 1s-92p forms, e.g. (19), (21). The 1822
copy <-n> is realized as /n/ and, unlike the 1842 porte-
manteau of which it is a copy, does not assimilate to a
preceding /r/, /1/, /m/ or /n/. The 1s+42 copy occurs after
stem final /p/ in preterit 1s+42s forms but not in preterit
1s+2p forms, e.g. hingna 'l waited for yous' and Sippna 'I
asked yous¢', but hippini 'l waited for youP' and Sippini 'I
asked youP'. Forms such as *hinppnini or *hinpnini and
*$inpnpnini or *sinpnini are rejected. Moreover, there is no
1822 copy in forms in preterit 1s-42p forms in which the
1s92 morpheme itself 1is realized as zero, viz. in allegro
speech following stem final /1/, /r/, /n/ or /m/. For
example, utterance (22) is the allegro form of utterance
(21), and hipni 'l waited for youP' and Sinpni 'I asked
youP' are the allegro forms of preterit 1s+2p hinnini and
§innini respectively.

After a stem in final /n/, the 1s92 morpheme <-n> is not
copied in sf3, e.g. banna 'l felt yous', baennini 'l felt
youP', not *bonnna or *bennnini.

After vowel-final stems of verbs belonging to transitive
conjugations 1, 5, 6b and 7, the 1s+2 portemanteau occurs
in its neutral form /n/, e.g. (24) & (25).
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After vowel-final stems of verbs belonging to transitive
conjugations 4 and 6a, the 1832 morpheme <-n> is realized

as /n/ in 1s92s and 1s52p forms but as zero in 1s+2d forms,
e.g. (28)-(28).

(24) Bil+-n-n-g-a.
give-1s92-1892-PT-823
I gave {it] to you®.

(25) Thi--n-si-sti
trip-1s+2-d23-d23(NPT)
I'l11 trip youd.

(26) Phip-su-n-t-ini.
send-disptach-1s+2-NPT-p23
I'1l send [it] to youP.

(27) Phin-su-g-¢-51i.
send-dispatch-1s+2-PT-d23
I sent [it] to youd,

(28) Su-n-pe-pg-s1-§ti.
escort-1s+2-bring_to-1s+2-d23-d23(NPT)
I'l1]l escort youd [there].

8§2.2.3. The first person plural morpheme

basic morph: <-k>
label: 1p

The suffix <-k> indicates plural first person actant. It is
a slot 2 filler and precedes all morphemes in a suffixal
string except, in reflexive forms, the reflexive morpheme.

(29) Ba+* p-k-o-i-ko ka*n-k-o-1.
upset-1p-PT-i-pfG spill-1p-PT-i
Having upset it, we spilt it.

(30) Sir-si-k-t-a.
bathe-REF-1p-NPT-e
We're going to bathe.

(31) A-§in-k-1-t-1.
MS-ask-1p-1i-NPT-i
They'l]l ask us.
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§2.2.4. The first first person singular morpheme

basic morph: <-p>
label: 1s

The first first singular morpheme <-p> occurs as a sf2

filler in the 1843 and preterit 2/391s forms of transitive
verbs and the 1s forms of intransitive verbs:

(32) Dza-n-t-e.
eat-1s-NPT-1s
I1'l] eat it.

(33) Thi--g~-i-§-1.

trip-18-18+3/PT-d23-1s
I tripped themd.

(34) A-be*-8o~-n-g-e-n-%.
MS-give-dispatch-1s-PT-1s-p23-1s
They?P gave it away to me.

(35) Va’wa? ma*-n-u.
vomit do-1s8-1s93/PT
I threw up.

The first first singular morpheme <-p> is retained only in
verbs with an open stem. Verbs without a stem final
consonant include some verbs in conjugations vi-1 and vt-1
and all verbs in conjugations vi-2, vi-4, vt-6a and vt-6b.
The first 1s suffix <-p> occurs in all open stem verbs
except open stem vi-1 verbs. Although quite a number of
vi-1 verbs have an open stem, only the labile verb pyi-nt
'hear' takes the first 1s suffix <-p> in the first singular
preterit. In preterit 1s-3 forms, but not in preterit
2/3»1s8s forms, the stem vowel preceding the first first
person morpheme <-p> is lengthened unless long already,
e.g. (35) vs. wa?wa? mantea 'l shall throw up' (cf. §1.2).

The sf2 filler morphemes, the first first person
morpheme <-p>, the 1832 portemanteau <-n> (§2.2.2) and the
first plural morpheme <-k> (§2.2.3) occur not only as
suffixes, but also occur as infixes 1iIn aspectivized
compounds. Aspectivized compound verbs will not be dealt
with in this article except inasmuch as they are relevant
to the affixal morphology of simplicia. In brief,
aspectivized compound verbs consist of a verb stem and an
aspectivizer. An aspectivizer serves to add a semantic

Driem, S.V. 1988, "The verbal morphology of Dumi Rai simplicia”, in Linguistics of the
Tibeto-Burman Area, vol. 11, no. 1, pp. 134-207. (purl.org/sealang/driem1988verbal.pdf)

Back:mid, Text:mid :: mid-W:0.18, B-Peak:85 :: gamma:1, B:145, W:220



178

dimension, viz. a specific Aktionsart (e.g. resultative,
allative, ponent, dimittive, etc.), to the meaning of the
aspectivized verb. Unlike causative combinations, where the
causativized verb acts as a preverb, aspectivized compounds
act as a single verb stem. Prefixes are attached to the
first syllable of the aspectivized verb and suffixes to the
last syllable of the aspectivizer.

However, when the aspectivized verb has an open stenm,
the three morphemes occurring as sf2 fillers, i.e. the 1892
morpheme <-n>, the first person plural actant morpheme <-k>
and the first first singular morpheme <-p>, occur as in-
fixes in the aspectivized compound verb, e.g. (28), (36) &
(37).

The paradigmatic distribution of the first person plural
actant morpheme <-k> and the 1892 portemanteau <-n> as
infixes is the same as when they are suffixes. In contrast,
the occurrence of the first first singular morpheme <-p> as
an infix in aspectivized compound verbs 1is limited to 1s33
forms, e.g. (37); it does not occur as an infix in preterit
2/3+21s forms of open stem verbs, as it does when a suffix,
e.g. (34).

As an 1infix, the first person plural morpheme <-k>

assimilates for voice when followed by a voiced consonant,
e.g. (36).

(36) bi+-g-de?-k-t-a.
give-1p-get_done-1p-NPT-e
We'llPe hand it over {to you].
(37) Sa-p-ta-n-t-o9-n-4.
deliver-1s-put-1s-NPT-1s8-p23-1s
I'1l escort thempP {[there].
§2.2.5. Tense

the nonpreterit morpheme

basic morph: <-¢>
label: NPT

the preterit morpheme

basic morph: <g>
label: PT

Nonpreterit tense is always marked by the morpheme <-i¢>.
The nonpreterit suffix is a tense slot, sf4, filler, e.g.
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(5), (16)-(18), (23), (26), (30)-(32), (38)-(39), (43),
(44), (46)-(48), (52), (54), (55), (57), (58), (65) & (67).

When the nonpreterit morpheme is immediately adjacent to
the d23 or the REF morpheme in a suffixal string without
intervening morphemes between them, the preterit morpheme
becomes infixed into the reflexive morpheme <-nsi, -si>

(§2.2.1) and the second/third person dual wmorpheme <-$i>
(§2.2.14):

<—£> + <F1> > <-8-¢t-1>
NPT d23 d23(NPT)

<~nsi> + <~-t> 9 <-ns-&t-i>
REF NPT REF(NPT)

This fused sequence is indicated in morpheme glosses with
the infixed tense morpheme between parentheses: d23(NPT),
REF(NPT), e.g. (12), (13), (15), (20), (25)., (28), (e0),
(61) & (62).

The preterit morpheme is zero, e.g. (1), (2), (4)-(11),
(14), (19), (21), (22), (24), (27), (29), (34)., (40), (45),
(49), (50), (53), (56), (59), (63), (64) & (66). It occurs
as an sf4 filler in all preterit simplicia except those in
which the notion preterit is expressed by the 18+3/PT or
3sP/PT portemanteau, <-u> and <-i>, in suffixal slot 5,
e.g. (3), (5), (33), (35), (41), (42), (51).

§2.2.6. The second first person singular morpheme

basic morph: <-9>
label: 1s

The second first singular morpheme is a filler of the per-
son slot, sf5. The second 1s morpheme <-9> signals first
person involvement. First singular involvement is always
marked: It is indicated by the second 1s morpheme <-a>,
except in reflexive forms, where it is indicated by the
second first singular morpheme <-i>, and in preterit 1s43
forms, where it is indicated by the 1s+43/PT portemanteau
<-u>. First person involvement may be marked twice or
thrice in a suffixal string when either the first 1s mor-
pheme <-np> and/or third 1s morpheme <-i> co-occurs with the
second 1s <-a> in the same verb form. The distribution of
the first and third 1s morphemes, <-p> and <-i>, is treated
under §2.2.4 and §2.2.16 respectively.

The nature of the first singular involvement signaled by
the suffix <-e> 1is determined by 1its co-occurrence with
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other morphemes in a given verb form. The first singular
involvement indicated in intransitive verbs 1is that of
subject, e.g. (38). In transitive verbs the nature of the
first singular involvement jis that of agent, e.g. (39),

unless there is a marked scenario prefix <a-> (§2.1.2) to
indicate otherwise, e.g. (40).

(38) Khug-t-e.

go-NPT-1s
I'm going.
(39) Lum-t-6-n~-1.

search-NPT-1s-p23-1s
I'm looking for thenm.

(40) Té§imi-mil-?a an a-ka+t&-g-o-n-3i 7e.
deity-p~-ERG I MS-bite-PT-1s-p23-1s REP
They say the deities have afflicted me.

§2.2.7. The 18+3/PT portemanteau

basic morph: <-u>
label: 1893/PT

The 13+3/PT morpheme signals a transitive relationship
between a first singular agent and a third person patient
in the preterit. The 1893/PT portemanteau has a regular

allomorph <-i> before the d23 and p23 morphemes <-$i> and
<-ini>: '

(41). Sinp-u-¢.
ask-18+3/PT-s823
I asked hinm.
(42) Sip-i-s-i

ask-18+3/PT-d23-1s
I asked themd.

§2.2.8. The inclusive morphenme

basic morph: <-1>
label: |

The inclusive suffix indicates inclusive in first person
forms. The inclusive morpheme <-i> is a person slot filler,
sf5. The inclusive morpheme can occur as a copy in the copy
slot, sf3, in nonpreterit plural forms. Its occurrence as a
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copy morpheme in nonpreterit plural forms is conditioned by
the stem final. When the stem final is a vowel or /t/, the
inclusive suffix is not copied. When the stem final is any
consonant other than /t/, the inclusive suffix <-i> is
copied in sf3, where it 1is situated between the first
plural suffix <-k> and the nonpreterit suffix <-¢>. This
copying after consonant-final stems results in the sequence
<~k-1i-t-1i> rather than <-k~t-i>, which avoids disallowed
consonant clusters such as *-pkti, *~-kkti or *-pkti.

(43) Rhup-t-i-g
winnow-NPT-i-d
We'redi winnowing.

(44) A-bl--t-i-g
MS-give-NPT-1-d
They'll give it to usdi,

§2.2.9. The exclusive morpheme

basic morph: <-3>
label: e

The exclusive suffix indicates exclusive in first person
forms. The morpheme is a sf5 filler. In plural forms it has
a regular allomorph in <-a>. Like the inclusive morpheme,
the exclusive morpheme can occur as a copy, <-#>, in sf3 in
nonpreterit plural forms. Its occurrence as a copy morpheme
is conditioned by the stem final. When the stem final is a
vowel or /t/, the exclusive suffix is not copied in sf3.
When the stem final is any consonant other than /¢/, the
exclusive suffix is copied as <-i> in sf3 between the first
plural suffix <-k> in sf2 and the nonpreterit suffix <-¢>
in sf4. This copyving after consonant-final stems results in
the sequence <-k-i-t-a> rather than <-k-t-a>, which avoids
disallowed consonant clusters such as #*-pkta, *-kkta or
*.pkta.

(45) Se*wa khotnts-g-i-g.
obeisance proffer-PT-e-d
Wede greeted her formally.

(46) A-lom-k-i-t~a ve.

MS-search-1p-e-NPT-e REP
She said they're looking for uspe.
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§2.2.10. The second and third person subject morpheme

basic morph: <-a>
label: 23S

The suffix <-a> is a person slot, sf5, filler and indicates
a non-first person actant in intransitive verbs, e.g. (2),
(47), (48). It has a regular allomorph in 2zero after a
vowel. Its zero allomorph occurs in second and third dual
forms before the dual morpheme <-1i> and in second plural
forms before the p23 nmorpheme <-ini>, e.g. (49). The s23
morpheme is also zero when attached immediately to an open
verb stem. This occurs in the 2s, 3s and 3p forms of open
stem intransitive verbs in the preterit, e.g. (50). Verbs
without stem final consonants include verbs of conjugation

vi-1 and vt-1 and all verbs of conjugations vi-2, vi-4,
vt-6a and vt-6b.

(47) sa?li his-t-a-o.
jungle burn-NPT-23S-s23
The jungle is on fire.

(48) O-Ffem nyi-s-t-a-g.
my-body ache-NPT-23S-s23
My body aches.

(49) A-phikh-g-g-ini ye-?
MS-get_up-PT-235-p23 Q
Are you guys up already or what?

(50). Bam-re--g-¢.
3pS-laugh-PT-23S
TheyP laughed.

The following morphophonemic regularity applies to suf-
fixes ending in /a/, i.e. the 23S morpheme <-a>, the s23
morpheme <-a> (§2.2.13) and the plural allomorph of the
exclusive morpheme (§2.2.3). An /a/, when final in the
suffixal string of a simplex, is raised to /i/ before the
perfect gerund suffix <-ke>, the imperfective aspect suffix
<-m>, the particle of reported speech ?7e, the postposition
of contingency kho 'if', and the negative suffix <-ns>.
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/al > /¥ / rd

With the exception of negation, these suffixes are not
dealt with in this article. |

§2.2.11. The third singular preterit patient morpheme

basic morph: <-3>
label: 3sP/PT

The 3sP/PT portemanteau denotes third person patient in the
preterit in 2s893s and 3s+3s forms, e.g. (51). This porte-
manteau morpheme occupies the person slot, sf5. The 3sP/PT
portemanteau <-i> is realized as zero after a vowel. This
occurs in the preterit 2s+43s and 3s+43s forms of verbs with

an open stem, where the 3sP/PT portemanteau 13 suffixed
immediately to the stem, e.g. (5).

(51) im-a bili tsa'm-i.
he-ERG money lose-3sP/PT
He lost the money.

§2.2.12. The dual morpheme

basic morph: <-i>
label: d

The dual morpheme <-i> indicates duality of actant in in-
transitive and reflexive forms, e.g. (7)., (8), (11), (14) &
(54). In transitive forms, the dual morpheme <-i> indicates
duality of first person and second person actant, e.g.
(43), (44), (45), (52) & (53). The dual morpheme occupies
the number slot, sf6. The dual morpheme elides after the
inclusive and exclusive morphemes:

<-1i> 4+ <-i> 3 <-i>
i d di

<—3> 4+ £~]I> o <—-3i>
e d de
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(52) Timmele a-phus-t-i-ne?
now MS-help-NPT-d-NEG
Won't he help youd now?

(53) A-dhuy-g-g-1?
MS-dig-PT-23S-d
Did youd dig the hole?

(54) Be* le- li-t-g-1 me- .
goof _off perform-NPT-23S-d EXC
Theyd're just loafing off.

§2.2.13. The second/third person singular morpheme

basic morph: <-a>
label: s$23

The 823 morpheme <-a> signals the singularity of a second
or third person actant. It occurs as a sf6 filler in 1s42s,
3428, 23s<1s, 1s+93s and in nonpreterit 2s+3s and 3s43s
forms, e.g. (17), (23), (24), (56) & (57). The second/third
person singular morpheme <-a> does not occur in preterit
28538 and preterit 3s23s forms, where the notion of
singular third person actant is expressed by the 3sP/PT
portemanteau <-i>,

Like the homophonous 23S morpheme, the s23 morpheme <-a>
has a regular allomorph in zero after vowels. The zero
allomorph occurs in 23s<91s and nonpreterit 1s+43s forms
after the second first singular morpheme <-8>, e.g. (58),
in preterit 1s23s forms after the 1s8943/PT portemanteau
<-u>, e.g. (41), in 28 and 3s intransitive forms after the
23S morpheme <-a>, e.g. (47), (48) & (55), in 2s and 3s
reflexives after the reflexive morpheme <-nsi>, e.g. (10) &
(12), and when suffixed immediately to an open verb stenm.
The latter only occurs in the preterit 342s of open stem
transitive verbs, e.g. (59). Verbs without stem final
consonants include verbs of conjugation vi-1 and vt-1 and
all verbs of conjugations vi-2, vi-4, vt-6a and vt-6b.

(55) Khano+*the* le+ a-lo+-t-a-g.
well song MS-sing-NPT-23S-s23
Yous sing well.

(58) A-luph-g-a!

MS-catch-PT-s23
He caught yous!
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(57) A-bhi?i-po bili hiti a-mit-t-a?

your-cow-GEN price how_much MS-do-NPT-s23
How do you want for your cow?

(53) Tsor-t-o-~¢ me-{.
pay-NPT-1s-s823 EXC
['l11 pay him!

(59) Mo+ a-be+--g-g?

what MS-give-PT-823
What did he give you?

§2.2.14. The second/third person dual morpheme

basic morph: <-g1i>
label: d23

The second/third person dual morpheme <-8£i> occupies the
number slot, sf6. It signals duality of third person actant
in forms with a third person patient, i.e. 1393d, 2s893d and
(393)9 forms, and duality of second or third person actant
in 1s8+2d and 23d+1s forms.

The d23 morpheme <-$i> is optionally copied in sf3 in
1s+2d forms. Forms in which the preceding 1s+42 morpheme

<-n> is realized as its zero allomorph are, without this
copying, homophonous with (393)9? foras:

(60) Kanpki-bi na-m-g-si-sti.
water-LOC dunk_underwater-1s+2-d23-d23(NPT)
I'll] dunk you¢ underwater.

(61) Ranki-bi na-m-g-sSti.
water-LOC teach-1s832-d23(NPT)
I'll] dunk youd underwater.

(62) Ka?o-bi na-m-sti.
river-LOC dunk_underwater-d23(NPT)
They'1]19 dunk him underwater.

However, the optional copying of the d23 morpheme in sf3 is
not restricted to forms in which the it could be construed
as serving a disambiguating function, e.g. (15), (20),
(25), (27) & (28),.

The d23 morpheme <-s$i> has a regular allomorph <-$§> in
1s93d and 23ds1ls forms before the third first singular
morpheme <-i>, e.g. (33) & (42).
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When the nonpreterit and d23 morphemes are immediately
adjacent with no intervening morphemes between them, the

nonpreterit suffix <-t> (§2.2.5) becomes fused into the d23
morpheme <-§ti>, yielding <-sti>, e.g. (15), (20), (25),
(27), (28), (60), (61) & (62).

§2.2.15. The second/third person plural morpheme

basic morph: <-ini>
label: p23

The second/third person plural morpheme is a number slot,
sf68, filler which signals plurality of non-first person
actant. In transitive verb forms, plurality of second and
third person actant 1is indicated by the p23 morpheme
<-ini>, 1.e. in 1s893p, 2843p, (3+3)P, 2p93s, 1s42p, 3-2p
and 23p+»1s forms, (1), (16), (18), (19), (21), (26).

In reflexive and intransitive forms, plurality of second
person actant is expressed by the p23 morpheme <-ini>, (6),
(49). Plurality of actant in 1p and 3p intransitive and
reflexive forms is indicated by the 1p and 3sP morphemes,
<-k> and <ham->, respectively (§2.2.3 & §2.1.1).

The p23 morpheme has a regular allomorph <-ni>:

1. after the reflexive morpheme <-ngi>, e.g. (6),

2. after the zero allomorph of the 1892 portemanteau fol-
lowing a stem-final in /1/, /¥/, /m/ or /p/ in lento
speech (vide §2.2.2), e.g. (22), and

3. when attached immediately to an open verb stem, e.g.
(63), and in the preterit 1s-2p forms of open stem verbs
following the 1832 morpheme <-n>, e.g. (64). Verbs
without stem final consonant include some verbs of
conjugations vi-1 and vt-1 and all verbs of conjugations
vi-2, vi-4, vt-6a and vt-6b. In verbs of conjugations
vt-6a and vt-6b, the p23 morpheme <-ni> conditions
lengthening of the preceding L, stem vowel, e.g. (65),
but not of a preceding L, stem vowel, e.g. (66).

(63) Ints§i-?a a*ts-g-i-m khole ne nyi--g-ni.
we di-ERG say-PT-d-NOM all EMPH hear-PT-p23
TheyP heard everything wedi said.

(64) Su-n-tu-n~-g-ni.

deliver-1s+92-put-1s+2-PT-d23
I escorted youP {there].
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(65) Khele a-rik-so--g-ni me- !
all MS-strew-dispatch-NPT-p23 EXC
YouP scattered it all {all over the placel!.

(66) Ri-bha ri-p-ti-g-ni.
rope twine-put-PT-p23
TheyP braided up the rope.

The p23 morpheme in sf6 has a regular allomorph <-n> in
18+3p and 23p»>1s forms inbetween the third first singular
morpheme <-i> in sf7 and the second first singular morpheme

<-8> or 18+3/PT portemanteau <-u> in sf5, e.g. (34), (37),
(39) & (40).

§2.2.16. The third first person singular morpheme

basic morph: <-3i>
label: 1s

The third first singular morpheme occurs 1in its own
functional position? in the suffixal string, sf7. It sig-
nals first person singular involvement in reflexive verb
forms, e.g. (9) & (13), and also occurs as an automatic
semantic copy of the second 1s morpheme <-o> (§2.2.8) or
1893/PT portemanteau <-u> (§2.2.7) in 1893 and 23-+1s after

the d23 <-$> and p23 <-n> morphemes, e.g. (33), (34), (37),
(39), (40) & (42).

§2.2.17. The negative morpheme

basic morph: <-na>
label: NEG

The negative suffix <-ns> occurs as the last suffix in all
negative simplex verb forms, e.g. (52) & (67). It is the
filler of the negation slot, sf8. In preterit negative
forms, it co-occurs with the preterit negative prefix <me->
(§2.1.3), e.g. (3), (4) & (5).

(87) Anki-?a Ltsangir-po si dzu-k-t-i-neo.

we Pe-ERG goat-GEN meat eat-1p-NPT-e-NEG
We don't eat goat meat.
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§2.3. Overview of affixal slots and their fillers

Below the possible morpheme strings which occur in the
simplicia of transitive, intransitive and reflexive verbs are
illustrated. Morphemic analyses are provided of the simplex
forms of the verbs tilni vt-1 'raise (livestock, children)',
phikni vi-1 'get up, rise' and litndini vr. ‘'turn over'.

Under each agreement heading, e.g. 18328, the four
morpheme analyses represent the nonpreterit, the nonpreterit
negative, the preterit and the preterit negative simplex
respectively. Parentheses in a morpheme gloss indicate an

infixed morpheme. Parentheses around a morpheme indicate
optionality.

Arrangement of Affixal Slots
and Their Fillers

pfl pf2 L sfl sf2 sf3 sf4 sf5 sf6 sf7 sf8
ham me nsi k si t 3 1 ' ne
3pS NEG REF 1p REF NPT 1s d 1s NEG
a n n & u a
MS 1892 1s92 PT 1893/PT 823
) §1 1 si
1s d23 i d23
1 3 ini
i e p23
i a
e 23S
E
3sP/PT
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18928
L 1892 NPT $23
til 1 t a
L 1892 NPT 823 NEG
til 1 t # ne
L 1892 1892 PT 823
til 1 n & a
NEG L 1892 1842 PT 823 NEG
no til 1 n o # ne
1s+2d
X 1s92 d23 d23(NPT)
til 1 ($1) sti
L 1892 d23 d23(NPT) NEG
til 1 (1) sti ne
1s92 d23 PT d23
til 1 (1) & si
NEG L 1842 d23 PT d23 NEG
me til 1 (1) & g1 ne
1852p
L 182 NPT p23
til 1 ¢ ini
L 1892 NPT p23 NEG
t1l 1 ¢ ini ne
L 1892 1892 PT p23
til 1 n g ini
NEG L 1s92 1842 PT p23 NEG
me til 1 n o ini ne
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18938
L NPT 1s s23
til ¢ F) @
L NPT 1s s23 NEG
til t o & ne
L 18293/PT s23
til u &
NEG L 183/PT 823 NEG
mé til u @ ne
18-+3d
T NPT 1s d23 1s
til t 3 s Y
L NPT 1s d23 1s NEG
til ¢ o | 3 ne
L 18s+3/PT d23 1s
til ] s 3
NEG L 1823/PT d23 1s NEG
me til 3 s 3 ne
183D
L NPT 1s p23 1s
til t 8 n i
L NPT 1s p23 1s NEG
til ¢ o n 3 ne
8 1s93/PT p23 1s
til # n 3
NEG L 1823/PT p23 1s NEG
me til # n i na
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NEG
me

1de->23

til

til

til

til

til

Ll

til

til

til

til

til

NEG L

til

NPT

PT

|

) |

NPT

NPT

‘.3 \3

NPT

PT

PT

W O W @

w O

W @

e A

®

. A a Q. . A

a Q

e A « &

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne
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1pe-»>23
NEG
me

28938

MS

a

MS

a

MS

a

MS NEG

a 4

28-3d

MS

a

MS

a

MS

a

MS NEG

a @

til

ti1

til

til

til

til

ti1

til

til

til

til

til

W

W (D

NPT

NPT

‘.3 \3

NPT

NPT

PT

PT

&b O

. O

W o0

3sP/PT

3sP/PT

823

823

d23(NPT)

sti

d23 (NPT)

sti

d23
s

d23

w

si

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
na
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MS

3928

MS

MS
a

NEG

NEG
o

t+l

til

til

til

t1l

L
til

L
ti1

L
til

2d23s, 3+2d

MS

MS

MS

NEG

L
til

L
til

L
til

til

NPT

NPT

PT

PT

NPT

NPT

PT

PT

NPT

NPT

-1

=3

p23
ini

p23
ini

p23
ini

p23
ini

s23

823

s23

s23
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2p->38, 392

MS
MS
MS NEG

38538

NEG
me

(3+3) 4

til

til

ti1l

£ ¥

t+l

til

t1l

i1

til

t1

L1

NEG L
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NPT

NPT

PT

PT

NPT

NPT

3sP/PT
#

3sP/PT
3

p23
ini

ini

pa3
ini

p23
ini

s23

823

d23(NPT)
sti

d23(NPT)
sti
d23

si

d23

el

s1

NEG
na

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
na

NEG
no




(323)P
NEG
me

23831s

MS

a

MS

a

MS

a

MS NEG

a @

23d-1s

MS

a

MS

a

MS

a

MS NEG

a ¢

£l

til

til

til

til

til

til

til

til

til

£l

til

NPT

NPT

PT

PT

NPT

NPT

PT

PT

NPT

NPT

PT

PT

1ls

1s

1s

1s

1s

is

1s

is

p23
ini

p23
ini

p23
ini

p23
ini

823

823

s23

s23

d23

¢

d23

T

d23

U¢

d23

¢
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NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
na

NEG
ne
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23p->1s

MS L NPT 1s p23 1s

a til 4 8 n 3

MS L NPT 1s p23 1s NEG
a til t 8 n # ne
MS L PT 1s p23 1s

a til ¢ o n F 3

MS NEG [ PT 1s p23 1s NEG
a & til @ o n F ne
3->1d1i

MS L NPT i d

a til ¢ 1 @

MS L NPT i d NEG
a til ¢ 1 & ne
MS L PT i d

a til @ 1 @

MS NEG L PT i d NEG
a o til g 1 @ me
23»1de

MS L NPT e d

a til ¢ F 3 @

MS L NPT e d NEG
a til ¢ 3 @ ne
MS L PT e d

a til @ # @

MS NEG L PT e d NEG
a o til @ 3 & ne
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MS 1p i NPT |
a til k 1 A i
MS L 1ip 1 NPT 1
a til k i t 1
MS L 1ip PT i
a til k g 1
MS NEG L 1p PT i
a ™ til k g i
2391pe

MS L 1p e NPT e
a til k # t a
MS L 1p e NPT e
a til k # ¢ i
MS L 1p PT e
a til k o a
MS NEG L 1ip PT e
a @ til k [ 3

197

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
na
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Possible Morpheme Strings: Intransitive Paradigm

1s
L NPT 1s
phik ¢ a
L NPT 1s NEG
phik ¢ o ne
L PT 1s
phikh o o
NEG L PT 1ls NEG
me phikh & o ne
1di
L NPT i d
phik t 1 o
L NPT i d NEG
phik ¢ i @ ne
L PT i d
phikh o i @
NEG L PT i d NEG
ma phikh & 1 & ne
1de
NPT e d
phik L # ¢
L NPT e d NEG
phik t 3 @ ne
L PT e d
phikh g # @
NEG L PT e d NEG
me phikh @ $ & ne
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L 1p i NPT 1
phik k b t 1
B ip i NPT i NEG
phik k 1 t 1 ne
L 1p PT 1§
phik k g 1
NEG [ 1p PT | NEG
me  phik k o 1 ne
1pe
1p e NPT e
phik k - t a
L 1p e NPT e NEG
phik k 3 ¢ 3 ne
N ip PT e
phik k @ a
NEG L 1p PT e NEG
me phik_ k & E ne
28
MS NPT 23S §23
a phik t a @
MS N NPT 23S 823 NEG
a phik ¢ 3 @ ne
MS L PT 23S 823
a phikh @ a &
MS NEG £ PT 23S s23 NEG
3 @ phikh @ 3 @ ne
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2d
MS L NPT 23S d
a phik t g 1
MS NPT 23S d NEG
a phik ¢ ¢ i ne
MS L PT 23S d
a phikh g @ i
MS NEG L PT 23S d NEG
a o phikh o g 1 ne
2D
MS L NPT 23S p23
a phik ¢ @ ini
MS NPT 23S p23 NEG
a phik ¢ & ini ne
MS L PT 23S p23
a phikh o @ ini
MS NEG L PT 23S p23 NEG
a o phikh o @ ini ne
38
L NPT 23S s23
phik £ a 4
L NPT 23S s23 NEG
phik t i & ne
L PT 238 s23
phikh g a &
NEG L PT 23S 823 NEG
me phikh @ 3 & ne
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ham

3pS

3pS

3pS NEG

NEG
me

ham me
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23S

23S

238

23S

23S

23S

23S

Pt

et

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne
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Possible Morpheme Strings: Reflexive Paradigm

18/REF
REF (NPT) 1s
1it nst 3
L REF(NPT) 1s
11t ns&t 3
L REF PT 1s
1it né& @ )
NEG L REF PT is
me 1it n$ o 3
1d/REF
L REF REF(NPT) i d
1it nsi st i &
L REF REF(NPT) i d
1i¢ n$i st i &
L REF REF PT i d
1it ndi 5 o >
NEG [ REF REF PT i d
me 11¢ nsi s & i @
lde/REF
L REF REF(NPT) e d
1it nsi st 3 @
L REF REF{NPT) e d
1it nsi st 3 &
L REF REF PT e d
1it nsi g @ i &
NEG [ REF REF PT e d
me lit ns$i s @ i o

Driem, S.V. 1988, "The verbal morphology of Dumi Rai simplicia”, in Linguistics of the
Tibeto-Burman Area, vol. 11, no. 1, pp. 134-207. (purl.org/sealang/driem1988verbal.pdf)

Back:mid, Text:mid :: mid-W:0.17, B-Peak:82 :: gamma:1, B:145, W:220

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
ne

NEG
noe

NEG
na



1pi/REF

NEG
me

1pe/REF

NEG
me

28/REF

MS

MS

MS

MS

NEG

11t

1it

11¢

lit

11t

11¢

11¢

11t

1it

11t

11¢L

11t

REF 1p
nsi k

REF 1p
nsi k

REF 1p
ndi k

REF 1p
nsi k

REF 1p
nsgi k

REF 1p
nsi k

REF 1p
n&i k

REF 1p
ngi k

REF(NPT)
nsti

REF(NPT)
nsti

REF

W

nsi

REF
nsi

NPT

NPT

PT

PT

NPT

NPT

PT

PT

PT

PT

s @

L

h ©

W. @

s23

s23

823

s23
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NEG
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NEG
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NEG
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NEG
né

NEG
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2d/REF
MS L REF REF(NPT) d
a 11t nsi st i
MS L REF REF(NPT) d NEG
a lit nsi st 1 ne
MS ) B REF REF PT d
a 1it né&i § o 1
MS NEG L REF REF PT d NEG
a g 1it nsi g @ 1 ne
2p/REF
MS X REF REF(NPT) p23
a 1it nsi st ini
MS X REF REF(NPT) p23 NEG
a lit nsi st ini na
MS L REF REF PT p23
a 11t ns$i g1 @ ni
MS NEG L REF REF PT p23 NEG
a @ 11t nsi $1 @ ni ne
és/REF
i REF (NPT) 823
1it nsti o
L REF(NPT) 823 NEG
1it nsti & ne
} REF PT s23
1it nsi @ &
NEG L REF PT s23 NEG
me l1it nsi @ & na
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3d/REF
L REF REF(NPT) d
l1it n&i st 1
L REF REF(NPT) d NEG
11t n&i st 1 ne
L REF REF PT d
11t nsi s & i
NEG L REF REF PT d NEG
1it nsi § & 1 ne
3p/REF
3pS I  REF(NPT)
ham 1it nsti
3pS ) REF(NPT) NEG
ham 11t ndti1 ne
3pS L REF PT
ham lit nsi @
3pS NEG L REF PT NEG
ham me 11¢ nsi & ne
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NOTES

1

r 4

The phoneme /i/ is a mid back unrounded vowel pro-
nounced as b in Russian 6mx 'bull' or pm6a 'fish'.

The phoneme /?/ is characterized by a highly energetic
glottal closure with release followed by a just audible
staccato echo of the preceding vowel.

of non-humans.

The verb a-tni 'to say' is anomalous in that it is con-
jugated as an intransitive verb but takes the subject in
the ergative case.

The fact that the copied morpheme <-$i> occurs in first
dual and second plural forms mitigates against analysing
it as the second/third person dual morpheme <-si>.
Furthermore, the d23 morpheme <-si> 1is not attested in
intransitive forms, and the d23 morpheme only occurs in
sf3 as a copy when it is also overtly realized in sfeé,
which is not the case in any reflexive fornm.

An alternative analysis for the sf3 <-$i> in reflex-
ive forms is as a generalized dual suffix, {.e. a non-
singular number suffix derived from an original dual
suffix, restricted to the reflexive. Its non-occurrence
in first plural and third plural forms could be moti-
vated by the occurrence of the first plural and third
plural subject morphemes, <-k> and <ham-> 1in these
forms, although this would leave its co-occurrence with
the p23 morpheme <-ini> in second plural reflexive forms
unmotivated. This alternative analysis necessitates dis-
tinguishing another functional position in the suffixal
string or ascribing a dual function to suffixal slot 3.
The 1s+2 morpheme <-n> never co-occurs with either the
1p morpheme <-k> or the reflexive morpheme <-§1>, and is
always suffixed directly to the verb stem. Whether the
1852 morpheme is a sfl or a sf2 filler must therefore be
determined on other grounds. There are two 1independent
criteria for analysing the 1s+2 morpheme <-n> as a sf2
filler.

The first is semantic: On the basis of the shared
semantic component of first person involvement, 1 have
analysed it as occupying the same functional position in
the suffixal string as the first plural morpheme <-k>
and the first first singular morpheme <-np>, i.e. sf2.
When Dumi Rai affixes are compared with the verbal
affixes of Limbu, we find that the Dumi 1s+2 morpheme
<-n> appears to be cognate to the Limbu 142 suffix
<-ne>, and that the Dumi reflexive suffix <-nsi> appears
to correspond to the Limbu reflexive/reciprocal suffix
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<-sinp, -ne> (Van Driem 1987: 75, 86-89). In my morpho-
logical analysis of Limbu simplicia, the 192 and REF
suffixes both occur in the same functional position in
the suffixal string, viz. the first suffixal slot
immediately following the verb stem and preceding the
tense marker. However, Limbu is not Dumi Ral.

The second criterion is distributional. The three
morphemes which are analysed here as sf2 fillers show
the same distribution as infixes in the aspectivized
compounds of open stem verbs (vide §2.2.4).

The third 1s morpheme <-i> could be analysed as the
exclusive morpheme <-i>. The alternative analysis would
be: Suffixal slot 7 is the exclusivity/inclusivity slot,
and the inclusive and exclusive morphemes, <-i> and
<-3>, occur in this functional position. As in Limbu
(Van Driem 1987: 102-103, 368), the paenultimate func-
tional position in a Dumi Rai simplex is the exclusi-
vity/inclusivity slot. The notion exclusive in the 1s
forms denotes, as elsewhere, ‘'exclusive of speaker' (cf.
the discussion on exclusivity in Van Driem 1987: 29).
The occurrence of the exclusive morpheme <-i> in 1s
forms is triggered by occurrence of the d23, p23 or REF
morpheme in the same suffixal string. The second 1s

morpheme <-¢> elides before exclusive <-i> in 1s re-
flexive forms.
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