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1. INTRODUCTION

This studyis an attempt to establish the syctactically signi-
ficant word classes in Bréu.! Class definitions have been stated in
terms of several different criteria such as transformational bat-
tery function, tagmemic filler function, possibilities of other

occurrence, etc., according as one or another criterion afforded
an easier statement. In general an ettempt was made to avoid
negative definitions.

1, Brouis a language of the Mon-Khmer family. It is estimated that

there are between thirty and fifty thousand Bréu speakers in the northwest
corner of South Viet Nam and in the neighboring areas of Laos and North
Viet Nam. Data for this paper were collected in Hwong Héa district of Quéang
Tri province in South Viet Nam.

| am indebted to David D. Thomas of the Summer Institute of
Linguistics for help in the organization and writing of this paper.
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Words in Bréu may be simple or complex. A simple word
is considered to be the minimum meaningful unit which cam
be spoken in isolation. A complex word is a combination of

two or more simple words, whose meaning is not the same as
the sum of the meanings of its parts. For the purposes of

this paper both simple and complex words will be referred
to as ‘words’.

1. MAJOR CLASSES

1. Nouns (N). A noun is any word that can fill the Noun
Head slot in a substantive phrase.? The tagmemic formula for the
Bréu substantive phrase is: = (£ Nu £ Cl) + NH+ P +
M+ DL, in which Nu= Number, Cl = Classifier, NH =
Noun Head, P = Possessive, M = Modifier, D = Demonstrative
and L = Location.

This is a large open class comprising words such as
acho ‘dog’, aluang ‘tree’, ariaih ‘chief’, cdai ‘person’,
mpoaq ‘father’, achuaih ‘grandfather’, Khaui Rlu ‘a name’,
Culirt ‘a name’, cirq ‘I, méi ‘you’, héq ‘we (exclusive),
dawrq ‘water’, cumo ‘year’, casdi ‘month’, phéac ‘smoke’,
achoang ‘measurement for outspread arms’, doal “hill’,
keing ‘side, edge’, nirou ‘what’, aléq ‘which’, nau ‘who,
they’, etc.

This class has the following subclasses : Pronouns (Pr),
Indefinite Pronouns (indPr), Non-classifiable Nouns (ncIN),

and Classifiable Nouns (cIN).

2, Carolyn P. Miller, ‘The Substantive Phrase in Brou.” In this same
velume,
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1. 1. Pr. A pronoun is any general replacer noun which
can substitute for or refer back to another noun, and
which cannot be possessed by another pronoun.

This class is limited to the following words : cirq I,
méi ‘you’, anhia ‘you’, dn ‘he, she, it’, aléi ‘they
(definite)’, nau ‘they (indefinite)’, hdi ‘we (inclusive)’, héq ‘we
(exclusive)’, ca ‘that one, some’, cdi ‘you (direct address)’. All
members of Pr except ca ‘that one, some’ and cdi ‘you’ are
also members of cIN.

1. 9. indPr. An indefinite pronoun is any general replacer
word that can substitute for a noun or substantive phrase and
function like nirou ‘what, whatever, anything’ in the following
frames : ntrou moi i bown ‘what you want have’ ‘What do
you want? cirq taw eiq nirow ‘I not want anything’ ‘I don’t

want anything’.

This class has a limited membership. The following is com-
plete for our data: nirow ‘what, whatever, anything’, nau ‘who
whoever’, aléq ‘which, whichever’, maléq ‘how many’, mah
léq ‘how many’.

1. 3. ncIN. A non-classifiable noun is any noun which can-
not occur in immediate constituency with a preceding classifier.

This class comprises words such as dawrg ‘water’, cumo
‘year’, casdi ‘month’, phéac ‘smoke’, liq ‘mud’, créq ‘“feces’,
achoang ‘measurement for outspread arms’, déal “hill’,
keing ‘side, edge’, etc. Words in this class tend to be
items which are non-discrete or non-segmentable.
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This class may be subdivided into countable (cncIN)

and non-countable (ncnclN) nouns.

1. 3. 1. cncIN. A countable non-classifiable noun is
any ncIN which can be preceded directly by, and be in im.

mediate constituency with, a number.

This class comprises words such as cumo ‘year’, casdi
‘month’, achoang ‘measurement for outspread arms’, ddal

‘hil’, keing ‘side, edge’, etc. Words in this class tend to
be locations or units of measurement of time or space.

1.3.2. ncncIN. A non-countable non-classifiable noun
is any ncIN which can never be preceded by a number.

This class comprises words such as dawrq ‘water’, phéac
‘smoke’, liiqg ‘mud’, créq ‘feces’, etc. Words in this class
tend to stand for items which are somewhat amorphous or

unbounded.

1. 4. cIN. A dassifiable noun is any noun which can be
preceded by, and be in immediate constituency with, a classi-
tier. This class may be subdivided on the basis of semantic cri-
teria inherent in the classifiers with which they occur, but there
appear to be no syntactic criteria for subdividing it.

This class comprises words such as acho ‘dog’, 'aluang
‘tree’, ariaih ‘chief’, céai ‘person’, achuaih ‘grandfather’,
Khaui Rlu ‘a name’, Culirt ‘a name’, cirq ‘1’, méi ‘you’,
aho ‘bamboo’, tabong ‘torch’, bran ‘rib’, nghang ‘bone’,
tapang ‘bamboo flooring’, famdu ‘stone’, cuchdh ‘charcoal’,
poong ‘potato’, chodiq ‘paper’, sardq ‘book, word’, paldi
‘fruit’, caneing ‘tooth’, au ‘shirt’, agaw ‘blanket’, sarlai ‘loin-
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cloth’, parndh ‘a gong’, tangan ‘bowl’, cachei ‘lumber’, rating
‘woven bamboo wall’, etc. Words in this class tend to be items
which are somewhat discrete by nature.

9. Verbs (V). A verb is any word that can be preceded
by { ‘to want’.

This is a large open class comprising words such as
pawrq ‘go’, luh ‘run’, tacu ‘sit’, tayirng ‘to stand’, tdq ‘do’,
todn ‘hit’, cha ‘eat’, howm ‘see’, chéic ‘write’, dat ‘sing’,
cachang ‘laugh’, nhiam ‘to cry’, etc. Words in this class
tend to be actions rather than states.
ctrq i cha ‘lwant eat’ [ want to eat
cuwq [ parq ‘|l want go° | want to go

This class is divided into Intransitive Verbs (iV) and Tran-

sitive Verbs (tV).

9. 1. iV. Anintransitive verb is any verb that can func-
tion like pairq ‘go’ in the following pair of transforms:

acho pawq ‘dog go’ The dog goes <1,2>-simple statement.
pairq acho ‘go dog’ Go, dog! <{2,1> - command.

This class comprises words such as “pawqg ‘go’, tacu
sit’”, lih ‘run’, tayirng ‘stand’, cachdng ‘laugh’, nhiam
‘cry’, etc.

Q. 9. tV. A transitive verb is any verb which can take
an object. Clauses with transitive verbs cannot fit the <1,2>,
{2,1> transformations of section 2.1 above. Transitive clauses

which might appear to be transforms of the <1,2>, <2,1>
type actually are simple statement forms, from two different

batteries (similar to John saw (Bill) and (Bill) saw
John in English).
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This class comprises words such as houm ‘see’, cha
‘eat’, tdq ‘do’, toan ‘hit’, chéic ‘write’, oat ‘sing’, etc.

cirq howm acho ‘I see dog’ | see the dog

3. Modifiers (Mod). A modifier is any word that can
fill the modifier slot in a substantive phrase, and is not a verb.

l. e., a modifier can function as a word describing the noun

head.?

This is a fairly large class comprising words such as
toar ‘big’, cot ‘small’, dein ‘low’, sarawith ‘tall’, o ‘good’,
sauq ‘bad’, crai ‘correct’, bein ‘accurate’, réng ‘powerful’,
lamén ‘pliable, soft’, etc.

acho todr pawrq ‘dog big go’ The big dog goes
acho o pauwq ‘dog good go’ The good dog goes

This class has one significant subclass, Adjectives (Ad;j).

3. 1. Adj. An adjective is any modifier that can func-
tion like 0 ‘good’ in the following set of transforms :

N — o — V. o describes N <1, 2, 3>
N — V — o0, o describes V 1,3, 2>
0 — N — V. o describes V <3,1, 2>

In other words adjectives can modify either nouns or verbs.

acho o pawq ‘dog good go’ The good dog goes
acho pawrq o ‘dog go good’ The dog goes well
o acho pawq ‘good dog go’ The dog goes well

The membership of this class is quite fluid, varying with
individual speakers and situations. This class comprises perhaps
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three-fourths of the modifiers and includes words such as 0 ‘good’,
sduq ‘bad’, crdi ‘correct’, bein ‘accurate’, réng ‘powerful’,
lamén ‘soft, pliable’, etc.

iIl. ADVERBIALS

4. Adverbs (Adv). An adverb is any word that can func-

tion like sia ‘repeat’ in the following set of transforms, in
which 1 = actor, 2 = action, 3 = adverb.

cirq pawq sia ‘|l go repest’ | go again {1, 2, 3>
cirq sia pawrq ‘| repeat go’ I go again <l, 3, 2>
pawrq cirq sia  ‘go | repeat’ | go again <2, 1, 3>
pairq sia cirq ‘go repeat I I go again <2, 3, 1>

In each of these forms 3 is always in immediate con-
stituency with 2, the predicate.

This is a fairly large class comprising words such as sia
‘repeat’, loah ‘again’, nic ‘continually’, ein ‘more, again’,
har ‘also’, toh ‘definitely’, todp ‘definitely’, theim ‘some
more’, towrm ‘more’, sdng ‘without intent, empty-handed’,
chig ‘intensive’, bouwm ‘reflexive’, keng ‘able to do by
oneself (of a child)’, chdi “fast’, lakiai ‘tiredly’, ngcuai
‘slow’, sanua ‘now’, khoiq ‘completed action’, chio ‘already’,
modm “finished’, ngkéq ‘soon’, etc.

This class has one significant subclass, Temporal Ad-

verbs (tAdv).

4. 1. tAdv. A temporal adverb is any adverb that can
occur sentence initial. These are mostly words referring to time,
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This class comprises words such as sanua ‘ now’, khoiq
‘completed action’, cho ‘already’, modm ‘finished’, ngkéq-
‘soon’, déun ‘a long time’, nhéang ‘before’, ntun ‘after’,
lien ‘often’, mbawiq ‘just’, cldaih ‘early’, saliaq ‘late’, hoi
léq ‘when’, tangdi ‘daytime’, tarwp ‘morning’, parnawr ‘to-
morrow’, pra ‘two days from today’, mahai ‘yesterday’, niria
‘two days ago’, etc.

sanua cirq pawq ‘now | go° I’m going now {3, 1,25
sanua pawxgqcirq “‘now go I’ I’m going now <3,2,1>
5. Indefinite Adverb (indAdv). An indefinite adverb

can substitute for any adverbial phrase except a temporal adverb
and can function like nGq ‘how, why’ in the follwing frames :

ndq maoi taq ndi  ‘how you do thiss How do you do this ?

cirq taw ddng tdq niq ‘I not know do how’ | don’t know
how to do it.

This class has only one member : néq ‘how, why’.

6. postverbs ( poV ). A postverb is bound to a preceding
verb and functions as a modifier of that verb. This class has
two members : thdng ‘uncertain duration’, lodng ‘uncertain dur-
ation’.,

clrq pawq thing ‘I go uncertain’ [’'m going (and not
returning right away)

pawq thang cirq ‘go uncertain I’ I’‘m going (and not
returning right away)
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7. Preverbs (preV). A preverb is a word that can occur
before a verb and be in immediate constituency with that verb.
A preverb cannot be immediately preceded by fawr ‘not’.

This class is limited to the following members: i ‘to want’,
ot ‘continually’ phdi ‘must’, choui ‘don’t’. I ‘to want’ occurs

only bound to a following verb. choui ‘don’t’ can occur alone
as a negative command.

méi choui pawrg  ‘you don‘t go’ Don’t you go

choui md&i pairq  ‘don’t you go©  Don’t you go

choui ‘don’t’ Don’t |

8. Negativizers ( Neg ). A negativizer is any word that
can function like tawr bown ‘no’ in the following set of trans-

forms, in which | =actor, 2= negativizer, 3=action.

maoi tate bown pawrq ‘you no go’ You aren’t going <1, 2, 3>
tawr bown moi pawrq “no you go’ You aren’t going <2, 1, 3>
méi pawq taw bown ‘you go no’ Are you going ? <1, 3, 2>

This class has a limited membership. The following is com-

plete for our data: taw *no’, taw bowrn ‘no’, ngcawn ‘no’, taiw
catrn ‘no’, yoah ‘not yet’, tawr yéah ‘not vyet’

9. {té>. té ‘also’ is a one-word class that can occur fol-
lowing the predicate. It can also occur as a final particle. In both
instances it functions as a modifier of the predicate.

citq pawq té ‘I go also’ [/’m going too

pawq té citq ‘goalso’ I’'m going too
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cirqg bown dong té ‘|l have house also’ | also have a house

10. < déq >. The < ddq > class consists of words which

function like doq ‘usually’ in the following set of transforms, in
which 1=actor, 2=action, and 3=ddq.

cirq pairq ddq ‘I go usually’ [ wsually go <1,2,3 >
citq doq pawq ‘| usually go’ [ usually go <1,3,2>
ddq cirq pairq ‘usually | go’ [wsuvally go <3,1,2 >
déq pawrq cirq ‘usuvally go I [lusually go <3,2,1)
* pawrq citq doq cannot occur

x pairq doq cirq cannot occur

In each form that can occur ddq functions as a modifier
of the verb.

This class has a limited membership: doq ‘usually’, log
‘seldom’, ngw mdh kéi ‘suffcient’, nguw mahéi ‘sufficient’.

IV. NOMINAL SUBORDINATES

11. Classifiers (Cl). A classifier is any word which can

fill the classifier slot in a substantive phrase.? Classitiers can

occur only accompanied by one of the other tagmemes within
the substantive phrase. I. e., a classifier cannot occur as a minimal
manifestation of the substantive phrase.

méi éit ntreh aluang ‘you get Cltree’ You get a tree
mot éit nireh ki ‘you get Cl that’ You get that tree

mot éit nireh o ‘you get Cl good’ You get a good tree

* maoi éit ntreh cannot occur.

MKS 1:41-62 (¢)1964 See archives.sealang.net/mks/copyright.htm for terms of use.






