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Abstract

This reconstruction of Proto—-Mjuenic proposed is based on a comparison of
three major Yao dialects: Pan Yao (Mien), Ao Yao (Muen), Shanzi Yao, and
Landian Yao (Mun). Each of these dialects has a few sub—dialects. The data were
collected in Thailand at six field sites and in Guangxi at fourteen field sites solely by
myself intermittently between November, 1987, and November, 1989. Other
published data have not been used except as references, since they are not
compatible. In some respects, my findings differ from Purnell’s reconstruction of
Proto—Yao (Purnell: 1970). The so—called “Yao Nationality” comprises about thirty
different groups. Some of them do not even speak Yao, but a Miao or Kadai
language. However, the majority of the highland Yao spaak Mien. The words
Mien, Muen, and Mun have the same meaning, i.e. ‘human being’ The term

“Mjuenic” is from the reconstructed form *mjuon? > *mjuonA2

The phonological history and 351 reconstructed roots of Proto—Mjuenic are
presented in the paper. Chinese (Cantonese, Mandarin, and Taechiw) and Siamese
words which resemble the reconstructed forms are also given.

1. Background
1.1 The Yao nationality

The Yao of Thailand are a homogeneous group, all calling themselves Mien or
Iu Mien, and speaking the same dialect, i.e., Mien (Purnell 1965 and 1970,
Calloway 1976, L-Thongkum 1988). According to the latest survey, the Yao
population in Thailand is about 33, 997. There are, altogether, 159 Mien villages in
seven northern provinces: Chiengmai, Chiengrai, Phayao, Nan, Lampang, Kam-
phaeng Phet and Sukhothai (Tribal Social Welfare Division 1986). During the
survey period of the research project on Yao language and culture sponsored by the
Toyota Foundation,! I visited many Yao villages, but only six villages were chosen
as field sites for collecting language data; these were; Huay Mae Say, Khun Bong
May, and Khun Bong Kaw in Chiangrai Province; May Pang Kha in Phayao

1 The research project A Comparative Study of Thailand-Yao and Guangxi-Yao was funded
by the Toyota Foundation from December 1, 1987, to November 30, 1990. Some aspects of Yao
language and culture have been studied, e.g. tones, vowel length, colour terms, costumes and
ormaments, folktales, old documents (Guo Shan Bang), etc. We would like to express our gratitude
of the Toyota Foundation for their kind assistance to this project.
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164 Proto-Mjuenic

Province; Kiw Tam in Lampang Province; and Pa Klang (Huay Sanaw) in Nan
Province.

The Yao living in these six villages represent three major groups classified by
their dress and time of migration. The first group have lived in Thailand for 100
-140 years. The women of this group wear turbans that resemble big summer hats
and use red or shocking—pink cotton yarn for embroidering their trousers. The
second group migrated from Laos to the northern areas of Thailand around 30-40
years ago. In this group the women use multi—coloured cotton yarn for their
embroidering. The way they tie their turbans is similar to that of the Sikhs, and they
decorate their turbans with silver chains. The third group is a sub—group of the
second one. They came from Laos as refugees only 10-20 years ago and have not
obtained Thai citizenship yet. Bright torquoise and yellow cotton yarn has been
used a great deal in their needlework. Linguistically, these three groups speak the
same dialect.2

The so—called Yao nationality of China comprises a population of 2.13
million, and three major ethnic groups: Mien (i.e., Pan Yao), Miao (i.e. Hualan
Yao), and Tai—Kadai (Chashan Yao and Daban Yao). Broadly speaking, these three
groups may be reclassified into two major categories: Guoshan Yao ‘the Highland
Yao’ and Min Yao ‘the Lowland Yao’. The latter no longer speak their own
languages. Depending on the area which they inhabit and their style of dress, they
are called by many different names: Pan Yao, Shanzi Yao, Chashan Yao, Bunu
Yao, Tu Yao, Pingding Yao, Hua Yao, Landian Yao, Baiku Yao, Bailing Yao,
Hong Yao, Hongtou Yao, Daban Yao, Changshan Yao, Qingku Yao, Pai Yao,
Pingdi Yao, Mubing Yao, Jiantou Yao, Fan Yao, Huatou Yao, Sha Yao, Hualan
Yao, Mengla Yao, Bapai Yao and Ao Yao. They are scattered over a vast area of
more than 140 counties of the six southern provinces of China: Guangxi (1.23
million), Hunan (300,000), Guangdong (100,000), Yunnan (20,000), Guizhou
(20,000) and Jiangxi (10,000). Sixty percent of the Yao poplulation live in six Yao
autonomous counties: Jinxiu, Bama, Du’an, Fuchuan, Dahua and Gongcheng of
the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region (The Nationalities Affairs Commission
of Gaungxi Zhuang Autonomous Region 1990: 10-14).

When I did my fieldwork in Guangxi in October and November, 1989, I was
permitted to collect data in four counties: Yangshou (YS), Lipu (LP), Jinxiu (JX),
and Baise (BS).3 (See Figure 1.) I had the opportunity to work with Yao
informants from fourteen villages: Longwei (YS, Pan Yao, or Iu Mien); Xinan and
Nadui (LP, Pan Yao, or Iu Mien); Shibajia, Jingui’ao, and Fenzhan (JX, Pan Yao,
or Iu mien); Hengcun, Liucang, and Luoxiang (JX, Ao Yao, or Bjao Muen),
Guzhan and Wangluan (JX, Shanzi Yao, or Kimdi Mun); Gunhuai (BS, Pan Yao,
or Iu Mien), Naxin and Pingli (BS Landian Yao, or Ciomdi Mun).

2 A systematic survey of Mien dialects spoken in Thailand was conducted by myself in
1987 and 1988. A tone checklist of 248 items was devised. The data were collected at six field sites
in four northern provinces by means of interviewing and recording the test tokens said by the
informants. Narrowband spectrograms were made and measured to confirm the analysis of tone
shapes. There were no significant tonal differences.

3 We would like to thank the Guangxi Institute of Nationalities and the local governments
of Guilin City, Yangshou County, Lipu County, Jin Xiu Yao Autonomous County, and Baise
County for their kind arrangements and warm welcomes; without their co—operation, the research
project on Yao language and culture would not have been possible.
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166 Proto-Mjuenic

The analysis and examples presented in this paper are based solely on my
own field notes. Although other sources are available, e.g., Savina 1926.
Rangsiyananda 1925, Chao 1930, Li 1930, Chang 1953 and 1966, Haudricourt
1954, Downer 1961, Mao 1972 and 1982, Purnell 1965 and 1970, Lombard 1968,
and Khacha—Ananda 1979 and 1980, I did not use them to prevent them from
influencing my reconstruction of Proto-Mjuenic (Mienic) which I intend to compare
with those of Haudricourt 1954 and Purnell 1970. Haudicourt and Purnell used
more or less the same data, including the data on Mun dialects spoken in Vietnam
which were collected by nonlinguists. Information and language data on Muen from
any publication have not been utilized. The homeland of the Ao Yao, or Bjao Muen,
is in Guizhou Province. Later, they migrated southwards to the areas of Da Yao
Shan, or Big Yao Mountain, and settled permanently in the Jinxiu Yao Autonomous
County. At present, there are about 6,271 Muen speakers (4.6 % of the Yao
population in Jinxiu). Unlike the Mien and Mun, they have never reached northern
Laos and northern Vietnam.

1.2 Mien, Muen, and Mun dialects

All of the Yao in Thailand speak Mien, whereas only fifty percent of the total
Yao population in China speak Mien; forty percent speak Hmong, or Miao, and ten
percent speak some other language as their mother tongue. (Nationalities Affairs
Commission of Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region 1990: 14). Phonologically
and lexically, Mien, Muen, and Mun can be regarded as dialects of one language
rather than as three separate languages.

During my field trips, I collected about 500 lexical items at each research site,
except for Longwei village, Yangshou County, where I recorded only 230 items
due to a lack of time.4 Of these, only 351 cognates were used for the reconstruction
of Proto—Mjuenic; the rest are not shared and may be useful in differentiation of
dialects in survey work on Yao languages; for instance,

¢ MIEN MUEN MUN
to fall down khin33(A1) buon33(Al) w2i33(C2)
to circle win33(AD) wai345(B1) kwin31(B2)
to leap piw33(Al) dit45(D1) denl3(AD)
shoes he31(A2) haai31(A2) Qu354(C1)
to support then13(C) pon334(B1) @an*>'(B1)

The branch name “Mjuenic” is from the reconstructed form *mjusan A >
*mjuan A2, meaning ‘human being’ and is equivalent to “Mienic”, the term used by

other linguists. The words mion31(A2), muon31(A2), and mon!1(A2) mean ‘human

4 A wordlist of 500 items for investigating Yao consonants, vowels and tones was devised.
The items in the checklist are basic words used in everyday life. The Matisoff 200-wordlist
arranged by semantic categories was also included. Each item cgmprises English, Chinese, and
Thai words which are the equivalents; for example, tongue & &% person J. ax, etc. Due to the
limited time that we could spend at each location during our field trips in Guangxi, it was
impossible to collect as many words as I had wished. It was a great pity that fewer data from the
nothern dialect (about 235) were obtained. Actually, this dialect is the most interesting because of

its preservation of consonant clusters in the initial position.
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being’ in the Pan Yao, Ao Yao, Shanzi Yao, and Landian Yao dialects,
respectively.

The Mien dialect may be divided into three subdialects: Northern Mien
(N.Mien), Eastern Mien (E.Mien) and Western Mien (W.Mien). In this paper, the
N.Mien subdialect is here represented by the speech of my informant living in
Yangshou County (YS). In N.Mien, the finals —-m and —n have become weakened,
and nasalization has been transferred to the preceeding vowel.. Final - has been
dropped completely, e.g., Ii3! ‘paddy field’, and as a result, vowels have become
heavily nasalized. In some words, N.Mien monopthongs correspond with E.Mien
and W.Mien diphthongs; for example,

N.MIEN E.MIEN W.MIEN
liquor, wine ti3s tiu3*4 tiu354
o jump thi4> thiul3 thiul3
lo dream be4> beil3 beil3
grass mi33 mia34 mio334
o fly de43 dail3 dail3
leg 0043 tsaul3 tsaul3

Consonant clusters, especially the C1- type, have been preserved well in
N.Mien; for example,

N.MIEN E.MIEN W.MIEN
road klo33 kau34 tgau3>4
neck kla:33 kam?33 tgam?33
body hair ple33 pei33 pje33
five pla:33 pa:33 pja:33
fish blo3! bau3! bjau3!
snot blat35 but?1 bjut21

There are no voiceless sonorants (nasals and approximants) in N.Mien, and
voiceless sonorants in E.Mien and W.Mien correspond with voiced sonorants 1n
N.Mien; for example,

N.MIEN E.MIEN W.MIEN
star le13 leil3 leil3
fat, lazd me33 mei33 mei33
day no33 noi33 noi33

In some cases, fricatives in N.Mien correspond with affricates in E.Mien and
W.Mein; for example,

N.MIEN E.MIEN W.MIEN
leg 9043 tsaul3 tsaul3
salt zau3’ dzau3>4 dzau354
wind zjar*d dzjau!3 dzjam!3
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168 Proto-Mjuenic

The number of tones in all of the Mien dialects which I had an opportunity to
work on was six. Only two tones, i.e., C2 and D1 in N.Mien, have different
phonetic characteristics from those in E.Mien and W.Mien. Differences between
E.Mien and W.Mien are very slight. My Thai Mien informant, who accompanied
me while I did my fieldwork in Guangxi, told me that he had difficulty
understanding the Mien from the Guilin area (Northeastern Guangxi), but that he
could communicate very easily with the Mien living in the area of Da Yao Shan
(Eastern Guangxi). The Mien dialect spoken in Thailand belongs to the Western
Mien group.

Regarding the Mun dialects, E.Mun (Shanzi Yao) differs from W.Mun
(Landian Yao) in many respects; for instance, E.Mun represented by the Jinxiu
dialect (JX) has five tones, whereas W.Mun represented by the Baise dialect (BS)
has seven tones. Tone 13 (B1) in E.Mun corresponds with tones 45° (B1.1) and 35
(B1.2) in W.Mun, depending upon the type of initial.

Voiceless aspirated stops in some E.Mun words correspond with voiceless
unaspirated stops in W.Mun; for example,

E.MUN W.MUN
delicious khol3 kud’
sea khoil3 koi4>’
thousand thin33 tin354

Voiceless sonorants and the voiced alveolar affricate (dz-) have not been
found in Mun.

Both types of consonant clusters, i.e., Cl- and Cj- occur in Mun; for example,

E.MUN W.MUN
to peel g pleil3 plei3d
to enter pjasl pja:33’
intestines klam31 klamll
slippery blam3! blam33
spicy hot bja:t1l bja:t22
stick (n) pja:13 pja:3d
stone gjau®> gjaul3

The voiceless interdental fricative 8- in Mun corresponds with the voiceless
labial-dental fricative f- and the voiceless alveolar fricative s- in Mien; for example,

MIEN E.MUN W.MUN
core, heart fim33 Qim33 Bim354
needle sim33 0im33 9im354

MKS 22:163-230 (c)1993 See archives.sealang.net/mks/copyright.htm for terms of use.



Mon-Khmer Studies 22 169

There is no final glottal stop -7 in Mun; for example,

MIEN E.MUN W.MUN
red 5745 0i33 9i354
iron lia?45 gja:33 gja354
to melt ju??1 judl’ judd’

Phonetically, the vowel is lengthened with an abrupt glottal closure at the end.

W.Mun has two types of d- sounds: voiced alveolar stop d- and voiced
retroflexed stop { -; for example,

MIEN W.MUN
wax dzin33 din!3
boat dzam334 dang®>’
to carry on the shoulder da;m33 damm13
deep do33 d.013

The Ladian Yao who speak Mun dialects live not only ia Guangxi but also in
Yunnan Province (Yao Shun An, personal communication). I was informed also
that there were about fourteen Landian Yao villages scattered in Luang Nam Tha in

Laos (Jess G. Pourret, personal communication).

Like Mien, the Muen dialect has six tones and a final glottal stop -?in checked
syllables. *r- and *Ar- in Proto-Mjuenic become g- in Muen, g-/gj- in Mun, and I-/I-
in Mien; for example,

MUEN E.MUN W.MUN MIEN
vegetable gai33 gai4> gail3 1ai33

Also like Mien, Muen has only one kind of consonant cluster: Cj-; for
example,

W.MIEN MUEN
house pjau3s4 pjau3s4
fish bjau?3! bjau!3

A voiceless dental fricative s- and a voiceless alveolo-palatal fricative ¢- in
Muen correspond with a voiceless labial-dental f- and a voiceless alveolar fricative
s- in Mien respectively; for example,

MIEN MUEN
near fat>4 sat®>
sesame sa?4> ¢cal4d

In general, Muen vowels accord those of Mien, except for *ia and *u2 in
open syllables, which remain i9 and u2 in Mien, but become i and u in Muen and
Mun; for example,

MKS 22:163-230 (c)1993 See archives.sealang.net/mks/copyright.htm for terms of use.



170 ' Proto-Mjuenic

MIEN MUEN EMUN '~ ' W.MUN
heavy nia354 nj354 nil3 ni4>’
O bum pu9354 pu354 pu13 ¢ pu35

In short, the tonal systems of Mien and Muen are the same; both have six
tones, although the phonetic values of some tones are different. Consonants and
vowels in Muen are similar to those of Mun. Among the three dialects of Mjuenic,
Mien seems to be the most conservative. However, the splittings of the high series
tones and consonant clusters in Mun make the reconstruction less problematic.
Based on phonological characteristics, especially the tonal systems, Muen seems to
be closer to Mien than to Mun as shown in Figure 2. o

Proto — Mjuenic

P

Mien Muen Mun

W.Mien EMien N.Mien " W.Mun E.Mun

Figure 2: Diagram illustrating the classification of Mjuéﬁic dialects and sub—dialects.

2. History of phonology
2.1 Tones

At an earlier stage, Proto-Mjuenic probably had four tones: *A, *B, *C, *D,3
like Proto-Tai and Proto-Tibeto-Burman. Later, these four tones split into eight
tones, six in unchecked syllables and two in checked syllables: *A > *A1 and *A2,
*B > *B1 and *B2, *C > *C1 and *C2, and *D > *D1 and *D2. Among modern
Mjuenic dialects, E.Mien and W.Mien still preserve this early type of splitting, and
so from the standpoint of tonal system Mien can be regarded as the most
conservative dialect of Mjuenic. (See Figure 3.)

5 1 follow Haudricourt 1964 and 1972 in naming the Yao Proto-tones as *A, *B, *C, and
*D. The *Al, *A2, *B1, *B2 *Cl1, *C2, *D1 and *D2 tones are equivalent to Purnell’s *1, *2,
*3, ¥4, *5, *6, *7, and *8, respectively.
MKS 22:163-230 (c)1993 See archives.sealang.net/mks/copyright.htm for terms of use.
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1 High

Series 33 354 13 45
2 Low

Series 31 231 11 21

Figure 3: Eastern and Western Mien tones

The tonal system of northern Mien is somewhat different, i.e., the D1 tone
has merged with C1, and tones B1, B2, and C1 have different tone shape values
from those in Eastern and Western Mien. (See Figure 4.)

*A *B *C 1 *D
1 High
Series 33 35 45 = 45
2 Low
Series 31 13 11 21

Figure 4: Northern Mien tones

Generally speaking, the tonal system and the phonetic values of Muen tones
are similar to those of E.Mien and W.Mien, except for the fact that there is a split in
the C column: *C1 > 13 and 45, depending upon the initial. More detail can be
found in 2.2. Figure 5 shows the Muen tone system.

MKS 22:163-230 (c)1993 See archives.sealang.net/mks/copyright.htm for terms of use.



172 Proto-Mjuenic

*A *B *(C *D
1 High 13
Series 33 5.7 S - 45
45 =
2 Low
Series 31 13 11 21

Figure §: Muen tones

Mun tonal systems vary. E.Mun has only five tones in unchecked syllables,
whereas W.Mun has seven tones. The *A1 and *C1 tones in E.Mun have each split
into two tone depending on the initial: *A1 > 33 (A1.1) and 45 (A1.2), and *C1 >
11 (C1.1) and 31 (C1.2). Also the *D1 and D2 have split, depending on the final:
*D1 > 45 (D1.1) and 33°/45 (D1.2) and *D2 > 21 (D2.1) and 31’ (D2.2). (See
details in 2.2) In addition, *A2 and *C2 have merged, and there are also partial
mergers of *D1 with *A1 (D1.1 with A1.2), of *D2 (D2.2) with *A2, and of *Cl1
(C1.1) with *B2, as shown in figure 6.

Western Mun has seven tones in unchecked syllables. Each of the high series
tones: *A1l, *B1, *C1 and *D1, has split into two tones: *Al > 354 (Al.1) and 13
(Al1.2), *B1 > 45’ (B1.1) and 35 (B1.2), *C1 > 354 (C1.1) and 33 (C1.2), and
*D1 > 44 (D1.1) and 354/13° (D1.2). Details on the other types of mergers can be
found in figure 7 and?2.2

*A *B *C *D
1 High 33 13 11 45
Series | s | | 31 | 33°/45
2 Low 31 11 31 21
Series 31’

Figure 6: Eastern Mun tones
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*A *B *C *D

1 High 354 45’ 354 44
Series 13 35 33 354/13°

2 Low 11 31 33 22

Series 33’

Figure 7: Western Mun tones

In comparison with the other Mjuenic dialects, the split and merger of tones 1n
W.Mun are rather complex. However, the splitting of the high series tones in every
column had proved to be useful for the reconstruction of Proto-Mjuenic tones.

4
2.2 Tone Correspondences

The following are the phonetic characteristics and the correspondences of
tones in modern Mjuenic dialects:

E.MIEN W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
*Al 33 33 33 33 33 (1.1) 354 (1.1)
*A > 45 (1.2) 13 (1.2)
*A2 31 31 31 31 31 11
*B1 354 354 35 354 13 45° (1.1)
*B > 35 (1.2)
*B2 231 231 13 13 11 31
*Cl 13 13 45 13 (1.1) 11 (1.1) 354 (1.1)
*C > 45 (1.2) 31 (1.2) 33 (1.2)
*C2 11 11 11 11 31 33
*D1 45 45 45 45 45 (1.1) 44 (1.1)
*D > 45/33°(1.2) 354/13°(1.2)
D2 21 21 34 21 21 (1.1) 22 (1.1)
31°(1.2) 33’ (1.2)

Figure 8: Table of tone correspondences
The high series tones in colums A, B and C (A1, B1 and C1) have split into

two tones (1.1 and 1.2) in some dialects, conditioned by the initial. The 1.1 type
occurs in syllables deriving from the proto-forms having *voiceless and *voiced
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174 Proto-Mjuenic

aspirated stops, *voiceless and *voiced aspirated affricates, *voiceless fricative,5
*voiceless nasals, and *voiceless approximants as initials; for example,

MUEN E.MUN W.MUN

to arrive *thou C > *thau C1 > thaul3 thaull tau354

to wash (clothes) *dzho C > *dzho C1 > do!3 dol!l du3>4
E.MUN W. MUN

loud *bhui A > *bhui A1> bui33 buid¥ -

thousand *tshin A > *tshin A1 > thin33 tin354 -

As for the 1.2 type, the initials of the proto-forms are usually *voiceless
unaspirated stops, *voiceless unaspirated affricates, *glottal stop, and
*preglottalized sounds; for example,

E.MUN W. MUN

axe *pou B > *pou B1 > poul3 pou3>

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
leg *tsou C > tsau C1 > tsauld  sau45  Qau3l @Qau33
meat *lwa B > *?war Bl> 10354 7a:354 a3 ar3d
upper garments *Irui A > *yui Al > Jui33 guidd  gui4d  guild

MIEN AND MUEN EMUN W.MUN
green *Imen A > *men A1 >  men33 meg?S  mep!3

MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
lid *2gai C > *ga:i C1 > gazi4d gaidl ga:i33

The even-numbered, or low series, tones : A2, B2, C2 and D2, have been
derived from protoforms with voiced initials; for example,

MIEN AND MUEN EMUN W.MUN

nine *nduo A > *duo A2>  dud3l du3l dull

to sell *mai C > *maii C2 > mazill mai>!l ma:i33
MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN

pig *dun B > tuy B2 > tun23l  wnl3  tog!!  tupdl

sharp *roi C > *yai C2 > laill gaill  gjai3l gjaid3

In checked syllables, the 1.1 and 1.2 tone types are conditioned by the finals:
*-p, *-t + *D1/*D2 > -p and -t + D1.1/D2.1; *-k > *-7 + *D1/*D2 > -2 or -¢ +
D1.2/D2.2. Examples are,

6 There are a few unexpected exceptions in the corpus of data; for example, ‘to ascend’ *fau
C > *fau C1 > faul3 (E.and W.Mien), sau!3 (Muen), 6a:u3! (E.Mun), and 6au33 (W.Mun);
‘grandchild’ *fun A > fun Al *fun33 (E. and W.Mien), fin33 (YS), sun33 (JX), 6un?3 (E.Mun),
and 6un!3 (W.Mun), Where the 1.2 tone type occurs instead of the 1.1 tone type. Perhaps, the

irregularity of tone changes in these particular words was caused by borrowing or some other
reason that is not yet known.
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to insert

to laugh

to point

socks

snot

bird

*tghip D > *tghip D1 >

-

*klat D > *klat D1 >

*nuk D > *nu? D1 >

*mot D > *mat D2 >

*mblut D > *blut D2 >

*nok D > *no? D2 >

2.3 Consonants

MIEN MUEN E.MUN
tship¥  sip#>  thip®
W.MIEN EMIEN N.MIEN
teatdd kat¥S  kletdS
MUEN AND EEMUN W.MUN
kjat®> kjat#4
MIEN AND MUEN E.MUN
nu?43 nu4d

MIEN, MUEN AND E.MUN
mat21

W.MIEN E.MIEN AND MUEN
bjut?1 but!!

N.MIEN EMUN W.MUN
blot34 blut2l  blut22
MIEN MUEN E.MUN
o721 no?2l  no3l!

175

W.MUN
tip#

W.MUN
nul3

W.MUN
mat22

W.MUN
no33

Based on the data in hand, Proto-Mjuenic had four sets of obstruents, or
stops: voiceless unaspirated (*p *t *k *1), voiced (*b *d *g), preglottalized or
implosive (*1b *1d *1g), voiceless aspirated (*ph *th *kh), and voiced aspirated
(*bh *dh); for example,

*pus B ‘to burn’
*tai C ‘to kill’
*kam A ‘sweet’
*7ou B ‘wife’
*bou A ‘carry’

*dai A ‘to come’

*qug A ‘king’ *thiu C ‘to jump’
*7buan C ‘cloud’ *khu B ‘delicious’
*¥1do A ‘deep’ *bhui A ‘loud’
*1go A ‘dove’ *dhai C ‘to fly’

*phou C ‘shop (n.)’

Only three of these stops can occur in the final position; *-p, *-t and *-k; for
example, *dop D ‘beans’, *Iwet D ‘dig’, *nok D ‘bird’. These stops can also occur
as the first element of consonant clusters (Cl-, Cw-, Cj-); for example,

*plom B ‘to blow’

*phlom A ‘lungs’ *pwan C ‘fertilizer’
*blog A ‘forehead’ *phwai A ‘to dry’
*klan A ‘neck’ *twon A ‘lamp’
*glem A ‘forest’ *dwok D ‘to read’
*2glom C ‘shade’ *kwop D ‘to mix’

*bwan C ‘to blow

(of the wind)’
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*?bwei C ‘boiling’

*khwot D. ‘hole’

*gwio B ‘to get up’
*Igwai C ‘fingernail’
*pja B ‘stick’

*bjok D ‘to enter’
*1djon C ‘tree, wood’
*kjai A ‘chicken’
*khja A ‘shrimp’
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Despite the paucity of data, many affricates, both voiced and voiceless, can be
reconstructed: *ts *tsh *ts *tsh *ts *t¢ *tch *dz *dzh *dz *dzh *1dz *dz *1dz
and *dz. Mlssmg are the affricates: *tsh ¥7dz *dzh *dz and *dzh, which would
make the pattern perfectly symmetrical. The followmg are some examples of the
reconstructed forms having affricates as initials: \

*tsou C ‘leg’ *tship D ‘to insert’
*dzwei B ‘to sit’ *dzhei B ‘louse’

*tsou B ‘to boil’ *tshuk D ‘unmilled rice’
*tsjok D ‘to weave (basket)’ *tgjom A ‘gold’
*tchwat D ‘to exit’ *dzik D ‘mat’

*1dzjau C ‘wind’ *dzhiou B ‘ant’

*dzan A ‘firewood’ *7dzou B ‘salt’

*dzho C ‘to wash (clothes)
Unlike stops, these affricates have never found in cluster with -/-,

The nasal consonants may be divided into three sets: plain voiced (*m *n *p
*n), preglottalized voiced (*2m *In *1), and voiceless or preaspirated (*hm *hn
*hp). It is likely that the preglottalized palatal nasal *7n and the voiceless velar nasal
*hp existed in Proto-Mjuenic, but unfortunately, there are no data in hand to
confirm this view. Among modern dialects, only E.Mien and W.Mien keep
voiceless nasals; in Muen and Mun, they become plain voiced nasals; *hm > m,
*hn > n and *hp > n. However, the spltting of the high series tones: *Al, *B1 and
*C1 into Al.1 (354), A1.2 (13), B1.1 (45°), B1.2 (35), C1.1 (354) and C1.2 (33)
in W.Mun confirms the reconstruction of voiceless nasals, for voiceless nasals or
pre-aspirated nasals behave in the same manner as aspirated stops in pitch raising.
All of the reconstructed forms having voiceless nasals and aspirated stops both
voiced and voiceless, usually have the 1.1 tone type.

The following fre some examples of reconstructed forms in Proto-Mjuenic
having nasal initials:

*muoi B ‘bee’ *Tmen A ‘green’ *hmion A ‘face’
*nom A ‘leaf’ *nom C ‘cool’ *hnoi A ‘sun’
*nai B ‘to scratch’ *Ingiom B ‘to weep’ *hput D ‘to warm’
*nen C ‘hard’

Only *m, *n and *p can occur in the final position; for example, *rom B
‘parn’, *kjen B ‘to choose’, *dzhon A ‘clear’.

In Proto-Mjuenic, there are four voiceless fricatives: f, s, ¢, and h; only one
voiced fricative fi can be reconstructed. Most of the words in modern dialects that
have voiceless fricative initials have tones of the 1.1 type, €. g.,

MIEN MUEN E.MIEN W.MUN
core  *fim A>*fim Al1> fim33 §im33 6im33 (A1.1) 6im354 (A1.1)
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MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
sour *sui A > *sui A1>  suid3  suid3  Quid3 (Al.1) 6uids (Al.1)

needle *¢im A > *¢im A1> sim33  ¢im33  6im33 (A1.1) 6im354(A1.1)

The modern forms that have A as an initial and one of the low series tones had
*A in Proto-Mjuenic, e.g.,

MIEN AND MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
win  *figA>*higA2>  hig3! hin3! hip!!

Three set of approximants can be reconstructed: plain voiced (*w *1 *r *j),
preglottalized (*?w *Ir *1j), and voiceless (*hw *hl *hr); for example,

*wa C ‘speech’ *?wom A ‘water’ *hwin A ‘to turn one’s head’
*lan A ‘son-in-law’ *roi A ‘vegetable’ *hlou B ‘bamboo’
*rai A ‘plough’ *7jom A ‘to stay’ *hrem C ‘sectional division’

*juk D ‘to melt’
&
Because of a lack of data, *7/ and *Aj cannot be reconstructed.

There are all kinds of consonant clusters in Proto-Mjuenic, some of them are
true clusters, e.g. *sw *ew *hiw *mw *2rw *lw *?wj *nj *sj *mj *fj *wj, and
some may be from the reduction of preceeding syllable(s) e.g., *nZj *mb *mn
*mhw *n?2dj *nl *ngj *nZd *nd *s?b *mhjw *sjw, etc. Some examples can be found
in the following reconstructed roots:

*swai B ‘ashes’, *ndon A ‘bamboo tube’ *¢won C ‘blanket’
*s?bug B ‘bone’ *hlwap D ‘box’ *ngwa A ‘branch’
*-ndzja B ‘to fear’ *mblou B ‘fish’ *pjwan A ‘flower’
*mworn B ‘housefly’ *m2jwon B ‘ghost’ *sjok D ‘girl’

*mnin A ‘to go’ *Irwon C ‘good’ *nja A ‘goose’

*mhjwa B ‘grass’ *mbjat D ‘spicy hot’ *mjuon A ‘human being’
*hrjok D ‘iron’ *pjlwom A °‘land leech’  *lwei C ‘lazy’

*mbia C ‘to lick’ *mhwang C ‘to listen’ *fjen C ‘news, letter’
*Injoan B ‘to squeeze’ *mbjau C ‘right-hand’ *ngjom A ‘sleeping’

2.4 Consonant correspondences

From field notes, fifty-three single consonants and sixty-five consonant
clusters are reconstructed for Proto-Mjuenic. This preliminary reconstruction is
only an attempt to show an outline of the developments of Proto-Mjuenic
phonology in the hope that other linguists and linguistics students will be able to
use the material presented here to pursue more sophisticated investigations and to
produce better analyses of the historical phonology of Miao-Yao languages and
dialects. The history of sound changes, focusing on consonants, presented in this
section is brief and tentative. More details can be found in the third part of this
paper, the etymological lexicon.
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2.4.1 Stops
*p remains p in all Mjuenic dialects:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
three  *pus A > *pus Al > pua33 pu33 po?3 pol3/pul3

*f remains ¢ in all dialects:

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
mortar *tiC>*wi C1> toil3 045 4 il i3

*k remains k in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
far *ko A > *ko Al > ko33/ku33 ko33 kod5 kol3
*? remains 7 1n all dialects:
MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
biter  *?im A > *lim Al > 7im33 7im33  2im%> 7im13

*ph remains ph in Mien, Muen and E.Mun, but has become p in W.Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
shop  *phou C>*phou C1> phould  phould phou!l pou334

*th remains th in Mien, Muen and E.Mun, but has become ¢ in W.Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
to arrive *thau C > *thau C1 > thaul3 thaul3  thaull tau334

*kh remains kk in Mien, Muen and E.Mun, but has become & in W.Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
toopen *khoi A >*khoi Al1>  khoi33 khoi33  khoi33 koi3>4

*b has changed to p in all dialects:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
hand  *buo B > *pus B2 > pua?3! pul3  puld pull pu3l

*d has changed to ¢ in all dialects:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
fire *dou B > *tou B2> tou23l tould  tou!3 toull tou3l
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*g has changed to *y > *A > hin all dialects:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
narrow *gep D>*yep D> *fiep D2>*hep D2> hep2!  hep!! hep2! hep22

*bh has changed to b in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
loud  *bhui A >*bhui Al > bui33 bui33 bui33 bui34

*dh has changed to d in all dialects:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
tofly  *dhai C > *dhai C1> dail3 de45  dail3 daill dai354

*?b has changed to b in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN, EMUN W.MUN
name  *?bus C > *bus Cl1 > busl3  bu#d bu31l bu33

*7d has changed to d in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
wing  *2dat D > *dait D1 > dait4S/dat?S da#S daxdS  dant

*7g has changed to g in all dialects:
MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
to cover *2gom B > *gom B1 > gom354 gom334 gom!3 gom3>
2.4.2 Affricates

*ts has become ts in E. and W.Mien, § in Muen, and s or 6 in N.Mien, and
E. and W.Mun:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
leg *tsou C > *tsau C1> tsaul3 0045  sau®d OQau3l Qau33

*ts remains s in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
mountain *tson A > *tson A1 >  tson33  tsop33  tsop?S  tsopl3

*ts has become s in Mien, ¢ in Muen and W.Mun, and s in E.Mun:
MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN

to weave *tsjok D > *tsja? D1> tsio?45 gio?M5 sad  ¢aild
(baskets)
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*te remains t¢ in W.Mien and Muen, and has become K in E. Mien, sin E.
Mun, and ¢ in W.Mun:

WMIEN EMUEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
mushroom *t¢isu A > *tgiou Al > tgiou33  kiou33 tgioud3 sioudd ¢ioul3

*tsh has become tsh in Mien, s in Muen, ¢4 in E.Mun, and ¢ in W.Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
to insert *tship D > *tship D1 >  tship sip¥  thip® tip#M

*tsh remains tsh in Mien, Muen and E.Mun, and has become ¢s in W.Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
unmilled *tshuk D > *tshu? D1 > tshu?43 tshu?¥5 tshu33’ tsu3%4
rice

*dz has become s in Mien, Muen and E.Mun, and ¢in W.Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
mat *dzik D > *tsi? D2 >  tsi??] tsi?2l i3l ¢i33

*dz has changed to £s in Mien, s-in Muen, and s in Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
firewood *dzan A > *tsam A2 >tsam3!  sam3!  sam3l  sam!l

*?dz has become dz in E. and W.Mien, z in N.Mien, d in Muen and E.Mun,
and d in W.Mun:
& E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
salt *Jdzou B > *dzau B1> dzau3¥4 zau3d dau3’4 dauld daudS

*?7dz has changed to dz before low vowels and to g before high vowels in
Mien, to dz in Muen and E.Mun, and to dj before low vowels and to dz before high
vowels in W.Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
toteach  *2dzau C > *dzau C1 >dzaw!3 dzaw4> dzaw3l djam33

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
thom  *dzim B > *dzim B1> *gim354/dzim354 gim35 dzim354 dzim!13 dzim35

*dzh has become dz in Mien, s in Muen, and 6 in Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
louse *dzhei B > *dzhei B1 > dzei3>4  seid>*  0eil3 Oeitd
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*dzh has become dz in E. and W.Mien, z in N.Mien, and ¢ in Mun:

E. AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN W.MUN
ant *dzhiou B > *dzhiou B1> dziou354 ziou3d ¢iou3’4 gioudd

*dzh has changed to dz in E. and W.Mien, z in N.Mien, d in Muen and E.
Mun, and d in W.Mun;

E. AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
to wash *dzho C > *dzho C1> dzol3 zuld  dol3 doll  du34
(clothes)

2.4.3 Fricatives
*f remains fin Mien, and has become s in Muen and 6 in Mun:
MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN

tosend  *fun C > *fug C1 > fum!3/fugl3  sunl3 Bun3! Qun?33
somebody off .
*s remains s in Mien and Muen and has become 6 in Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
to tie *soi A > *sai Al >  sai33 sai33 ai33 9ai3>

*¢ remains ¢ in Muen and Mun and has become s in Mien;

E. AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
smoke *giou C > *giou C1> sioul3 siou?S  ¢ioul3 ¢ioull ¢iou3¥4

*h remains A in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN

tocough *-ha A >*-ha Al> -ha?33 -ha:33 -ha:31 _ha;354
*A has become A in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN

sweat *fan C > *ha:n C2 > han!l/hamn!!  hanl!  hamn3! han33

2.4.4 Nasals
*m remains m in all dialects, except that before -uas it becomes nin W. Mun:

E. AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
horse *maB>*ma:B2> ma;:23l ma:!3 ma:l3 ma:ll masl

bee *muai B > *musi B2> musi?3! muoil3 musil3 musill nuaidl
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*n remains » in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
to ask *nai C> *naii C2> naill  naill nasi3l na:i33

*n remains p in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
tooth *na A>*parA2> qpar3! par3l paz 31 pa: 11

*p remains 7 in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
hard *1ep C> *neg C2> el pepl! nep!] neg33

*hm remains m in E and W.Mien and has become m in N.Mien, Muen, and
Mun:

E. AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
fat. lard *hmei A > *hmei A1>  mei33 me33  meil3 moid3 moid¥

*hn remains n in E. and W.Mien and has become n in N.Mien, Muen, and
Mun:

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
day, sun *hnoi A > *hnoi A1 > noi33 33 noi33 i3 noidsd

*hn remains 2 in E. and W.Mien and has become 1 in Muen and Mun:

p MIEN MUEN  EMUN  WMUN
year *hpon C > *hpan C1 > pan!3  piog!3  pap!l  nap3¥

*?m has become m in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
green *Imen A > *men Al> men33 mend3  mep®®  mepld

*?n has become n in all dialects:

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
snake  *Inan A > *nam Al > nam?33 na:33  nam33 nam? naml3

*7n has become p or n (esp. before 1):
E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN

to weep *Imioam B>*piom B1>piom334/niom334 gim35  npism334niom!13/ g5im35
:Am 13
niom
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2.4.5 Approximants

*w remains w in all dialects:

| MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
speech  *waC>*war C2> waill wa;ll wa:3l wa:33

*] remains / in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
son-in-law  *lan A > ¥lam A2 > lam3l lam31 lam31 lam!l

*r has become 1 in Muen, *y and then g in Muen and g or gj (before a, ai, au)
in Mun:

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
paddy rice *rig A > *yin A2 > lip3! 3l gipdl gip3l gipll

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
barn *rom B > *yam B2> 1am23! gaml3  gjamll  gjam3l

*i remains j in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MI’JN W.MUN
to melt *jukD>*u?D2>  ju??2l  jur?l judl ju3’®’

*hw remains w in Mien and has become w in Muen and Mun:
MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN

toturnone’s *hwin A > *hwin A1 > win33  win33 win33 win354
head

*hl remains / in Mien and has become / in Muen and Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
moon *hla C > *hla:C1 >  la:l3 la:13 la;11 la:354

*hr has become /in Mien, g in Muen, and g or gj in Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
liver *hron A > *hyan Al > lan33  gan33 gan33 gjan354

*?w has become 7 or w:

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
water *Iwom A > *?wam Al1>uom33/wam33 wiia33 wam33 wam45 waml3

flesh, *Iwa B > *lwa: B1> 703 2035 22354 9113 as35
meat
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*7r > *y > [in E. and W.Mien, g in N.Mien and Muen, and g or gj in Mun:

E. AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
upper garment  *Irui A > *yui Al>  li33 - gui33 gui¥> guil3
stone, rock *Irou A > *yau A1>  lau33  gaudd gau33 gjaudd gjaul3

*2j has become ? or j in Mien, 7in Muen, and j in Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
to stay *2jam A > *jam Al > Ziom33/jiom33 %iom33 jam4> jam!3

2.4.6 Consonant clusters
*pw before *o and *u remains pw in E. and W.Mien, has become p in

N.Mien and Muen, and f in Mun; *pw before *2 remains pw in E. and W.Mien and
has become p in N.Mien, Muen, and Mun:

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
to shoot *pwon B > *pwan B1 > pwan334  piia35> puon3’4 fanld fan3S

full *pwon B > *pwon B1 > pwan354  p335  puon334 popl3  pop3s

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
to give *pwun A > *pwun A1 > pun33 pun33  fun4>  funl3

*phw has become ph in Mien and Muen, and fin Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
to dry *phwai A > *phwaii A1> phuid3  phuoidd fa:i33 fan3>4

*bw has become pw in Mien, p in Muen, and f or w in Mun:
L

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
to see *bwot D > *pwat D2>  pwat?l  puost?! far2l  far22
to blow *bwon C > *pwan C2 > pwanl!  puonll - wan33

(of the wind)
*?bw has become bw in Mien, Muen, and E.Mun, and w in W.Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
boiling *bwei C > *bwei C1 >  bweil3  bwei4d bweidl woid3

*mw before *ei remains tw in Mien and has become ¢ in Muen and Mun, and
before *9, it has become ¢ in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
son *twon A > *twon Al > ton33 tuon33  tn4  nl3

E. AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
tail *twei B > *twei Bl >tweidd4/twoid¥*4  tweidd  toid3¥ 0113 19135
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*dw before *o has become *tw and then ¢ in all dialects:

W.MIEN EMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
toread *dwok D > *two? D2 > 10?221 tu?221 tua??l toudl” 533

*kw before *o has become k£ in all dialects:

WMIEN EMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
stump  *kwon A > *kwon A1 > kon33  kuon33 kon33 kuon45 konl3

*khw before *a remains khw in Muen and E.Mun and has become A in Mien
and £ in W.Mun; before *o, it has become kA in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
trousers *khwa C > *khwa: C1 > houl3 khwa:l3 khwa:ll kwa:354

W.MIEN AND N.MIEN E.MIEN MUEN MUN
hole *khwot D > *khwot D1 > khuat45 khot45 khot45 khuat4d

&
*gw has become k in Thai-Mien, Muen, and Mun and &w in Guangxi-Mien:

THAIMIEN GUANGXI-MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
to get up *gwis B>*kwis B2 > kial3  kwis?3! kisl3  kusill kusi3l

*7gw before *i has become gw in Mien and b in Muen and Mun; *7gw before
*a1 has become gw in Mien and Muen and w in Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
intoxicated *Igwin A > *gwin A1 > gwin33  bin33  bin4  binl3

THAI MIEN GUANGXI-MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
fingernail *7gwai C > *gwai C1 > gwai23l gwail3 gwai4’ wai3l wai33

*tsw has become tsw in Mien, swor s in Muen and 6 in Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
to stink *tswei C > *tswei C1 > tsweil3 swei43/s0i45 09i31 9233

*dzw has become tsw in Mien, sw or s in Muen, and 6 in Mun:

MIEN MUEN W.MUN
to sit *dzwei B > *tswei B2 > tswei23!  sweild/soil3 6213l

*tsw before *a has become ts in Mien and Muen (I have no data on Mun):

THAI MIEN AND E.MIEN MUEN
palmof hand *tswanB >  *tswam Bl >  tsam334/tsan334 tsuan334
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*rshw before *o has become tsh in Mien, Muen, and E.Mun and s in
W.Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
gun *tshworg) C > *tshwog C1 > tshog!3 tshuon!3 tshopl!!l tso3>4

*dzw before *o has become ¢s in Mien and Muen and s or ¢ in Mun:

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
ripe, *dzwok D > *tswo? D2 >  tsua?2!  tsu?34  tsuo??! su3l’/  su33Y

well-cooked eudl’  cu3’¥

*tew before *o remains tcw in E.and W.Mien and has become tg in Muen, s
in E.Mun, and ¢in W.Mun:

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
cold  *tgwan B > *tgwan B1 > tewan334  t¢iio3d  teuon3¥ sonl3  ¢on3d

*tchw before *o2 has become tsh in Mien and ¢ in Muen and Mun:
to go out *tghwat D >*t¢chwat D1 >

THAI MIEN GUANGXI-MIEN MUEN MUN W.MUN
tshuot4d tshwatd3 cuotdd  cat®d et

*rw before *o has become / in Mien and g in Muen and Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
to sew *rwon A > *ywon A2 > lun3l guan3!  guan3l gonll

*2rw before *ghas become / in Mien and g in Muen and Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
good *¥frwon C > *yworp C1 > logl3  guan®  gonp3l  gon33

*lw before *ei remains /w in Mien and has become / in Muen and Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
lazy *lwei C > *lwei C2 > Iweill  Joill loi31 10i33

*hlw before *a has become / in Mien and h in Muen and Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
box *hlwop D > *hlwap D1 > lap?3 hop#d hop#>  hap#

*cw before *o has become sw in Mien and ¢ in Muen, and 6 in Mun:

MIEN E.MUN W.MUN
blanket *ewon C > *¢won C1 > swanl3  guonl3d/@opll  Gon3*
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*sw before *ai has become s in E. and W. Mien, @ in N.Mien, s in Muen,
and ¢ in Mun:

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN W.MUN
ashes *swai B > *swa:i B1 > sari354 0a:35 su2ild4 ¢ai4d

*pl remains pl in N.Mien and Mun (in some words) and has become p in E.
Mien, p or pj in Muen, and pj in W.Mien and Mun (in some words):

W.MIEN EMIEN MUEN E.MUN
to bury *plop D > *plop D1 >  pjop  pop¥ pop%S  plop#s

W.MIEN EMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
five *pla A >*pla: A1> pja:33  pa33  pla33  pa33  pja?d  pjail3

*phl remains phl in E.Mun and has become p/ in W.Mun, phj in W.Mien, and
ph in E.Mien and Muen:

WMIEN EMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
lungs  *phlom A >*phlom Al > phjom33 phom33 phum33 phlom33 plum334

*bl has become pl or pj in Mun, p in E.Mien and Muen, and pj or p in W.
Mien:

WMIEN EMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
forehead *blon A >*pbny A2> pjon3l  pop3l - - plonll
hail *blok D > *plo? D2 > po?221 po2l  po?l  pjo3l" pb3¥

*mbl has become b in E.Mien and Muen, 4j or b (only before *i3) in W.
Mien, and bl, bj or b (rare) in Mun:

W.MIEN EMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
rain *mbluny C > *blun C2 > bjunll/ buy blill bunll bon3l bund3
bjun]“
rice, *mblou A > *blau A2 > bjau3l bau3l blo3! bau3l blau3! bjaull
(plant)
slippery *mblan C > *blam C2 >bjamll bamll - bam!! blam3l blam33
snot *mblut D > *blut D2> bjut2!  but2l  blot3*  but?! blut2! blut22

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
tongue *mbliot D > *bliot D2 > biot2] biot34 biot2] bliot2l  biot22

*kl remains kl in N.Mien, has become t¢ or sometimes k£ in W.Mien, k or
sometimes &j in E.Mien and Muen, and remains &/ or has changed to kj in Mun:
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W.MIEN
dog *klo B>*klo B1>  tgu354
2gg *klou C>*klau C1> tgau!3
horn  *klon A>*klon Al>  tgon33
hot, *klom A>*klom Al> tgom33
warm
neck  *klan A>*klam Al> tgam33
road  *klou B>*klau B1> tgau354
six *kluk D>*klu? D1>  tgu?45

W.AND E.MIEN
insect  *klep A>*kleg A1> ken33

Proto-Mjuenic

E.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN
ku33  kludd ko354 klol3

kauld kb4  kjau®d kjau3!
k:)l)33 k1533 k:)l)33 kj:)l]45
kom33 ki5m33 kom33 kjom4>

W.MUN
klo35

kjau33
kjom13

kam33

kau334
ku?45

kam33 klam?d
kjau334kjaul3
kuoMS kjo4s

kla:1313
kjau3d
kjo13’

N.MIEN
k1&35

E.MUN W.MUN

*gl become ./ in N.Mien, and &k in E.Mien and Muen, f¢ or sometimes £ in
W.Mien; in Mun, it has changed to &/, kj, or k or occasionally to fg;

W.MIEN

fat *glun C > *klun C2 > teun!!
E. AND W.MIEN

forest *glem A >*klem A2 > kem3!

W.MIEN
intestines *glan A >*klam A2 > tgam?3!

E.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN

kun!l  klidn!! kunl! kun3! kun33
N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
kiem3! kem3! kem3! tgeml!

E.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
kan3l/ klas3! kam3! klam3! klam33
kam?3!

W.MIEN EMIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
round  *glun A>*Klun A2> teun3!  kun3! kliin3! kun3! klun3! klunll

E. AND WMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
door  *glen A>*klen A2>  ken3! ken3!  kjeg3!  kjenll

*pj remains pj in W.Mien and Mun and has become p in E.Mien and Muen:

W.MIEN

stick *pja B>*pja: B1> pja:354

EMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN

*bj has become pj in Mun and p in Mien and Muen:

MIEN
toenter *bjok D > *pja? D2 > pis?2l

MUEN EMUN WMUN
pio??l pja3l’ pja:33
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*7dj has become dj in Mien and Mun and d in Muen:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
tree, wood*?djag C > *djan C1 > djapl3 djaS dion? djan3! djan33

*kj remains kj in E.Mien, except before the high vowels i and u, where it has
become k; and in most cases in W.Mien, Muen and Mun it has changed to f¢:

W.MIEN E.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
chicken *kjai A>*kjai Al>teaid3/tee33 kjai33 kje33 tgaid3 tcai®d tgaild

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W MUN
to choose*kjen B > *kjen B1 > kin334/ken354  tgen334 tgenl3 tgen3d

W.MIEN E.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
deer  *kjun A > *kjun Al > teum3/teun33  kup33  teun33 teug®  teunld

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
frog *kjen B > *kjen B1 > ken334 k&35 teen3H teeql3/teionl3 teendd

EMIEN WMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN

toplace *kja C> *kja:Cl > kja:l3  tga:ld tgar®®  tgadl  teard3
across

*khj remains khj in E.Mien and has become t¢h in W.Mien, Muen, and
E.Mun, and t¢ in W.Mun:

W.MIEN EMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
shrimp *khja A > *khja: A1 > tgha:33  khja:33 tgha33 tgha33 tga3>4

*?2dzj has become dzj in E.and W.Mien, zj in N.Mien, dj in W.Mun, and dz
in Muen and E.Mun:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
wind  *Wdzjau C>*dzjam C1> dzjaul3 zja?d dzau?® dzaw3! djau33

*dzhj has become dzj in Mien and ¢ in Muen and Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
blood *dzhjam B>*dzhjaim B1> dzjaim33* ¢iom334 g¢am!3 ¢am®d

*t¢j has become tg or k in Mien, t¢ in Muen and s or ¢ in Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
gold  *tgjom A>*tgjam Al>  tgiom33/kiom33 tciom33 sam4S ¢aml3

*dzj has become t¢ or k in Mien, t¢ in Muen and s or ¢ in Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
bangle *dzjom A > *tgjam A2> tegiom31/kiom31 tgiom3! gsam3! ¢amll
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*tsj has become ts in Mien, § in E.Mun, and ¢ in Muen and W.Mun:
MIEN MUEN WMUN EMUN
to weave (baskets) *tsjok D > *tsja? D1 > tsia?45 ¢io245  ga:ld’  gsadd

*fj before *e has become fin Mien, s in Muen, and € in Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
news, letters  *fjen C>*fjen C1> fion13 son!3  @anll  @in354
*sj before *a has become s in Mien and ¢ in Muen and Mun:

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
girl *sjok D>*sja? D1> sio?dd  ¢ia?4S  ga33  ga3¥4

*hrj has become Iin E.and W.Mien, g in N.Mien and Muen, and gj in Mun:

E. AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
iron *hrjok D>*hyja? D1>]ia?4%  ga33  gio¥> gja33’  gja334
*wj before *a has become w in Guangxi-Mien,Muen and Mun, and j in Thai-
Mien; before *9, it remains wj in Guangxi-Mien and has become w in Muen and
Mun and j in Thai-Mien:

THAI MIEN GUANGXI-MIEN N.MIEN E.MUN

urine *wja B> *wjarB2>  jia23l wia?231 wild  wusl3
. MUEN W.MUN
warll wapdl

THAI MIEN GUANGXI-MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
yellow *wjon A > *wjan A2 > jan3l wjan31 wuan3! wan3! wanll

*Mwj has become w in Guangxi-Mien, Muen, and Mun and 7 in Thai-Mien:

THAI MIEN GUANGXI-MIEN MUEN E.MUN WMUN
bowl *Iwjon B>*wjan B1> ?%ion354 wion354  wan33 wanl3 wan33

*mb has become b 1n all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
to float *mbiou A > *biou A2 > biou3! biou3! biou3! bioull

*mn has become m in Mien and Muen and n in Mun;

MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
togo  *mnig A >*mnin A2> mig3! min3l nipdl  nigll
tohave *mnai A >*mnari A2> mai3l ma:i3l nai3!  naill
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*mw remains mw in Guangxi-Mien and Muen and has become m in Thai-
Mien and Mun:

THAI MIEN GUANGXI-MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
you *mwei A >*mwei A2 >mai3l mwei3l mwei3l mui3l moill

*mj has changed to m in all dialects:

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
human- *mjuan A > *mjuon A2> mion3! mion3! muan3! mun3! monll
being, person

*mZjw has become m in Mien and Muen, mw in E.Mun, and gw in W.Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
ghost  *m2jwon B>*mjwan B1> mion35% muon3’4 mwanl3 nwan33

*mhjw has become m in Mien and Muen, mw in E.Mun and gw in W .Mun:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
grass  *mhjwa B>*mhjwa: B1> mio3% mi35  mua354 mwal3 pwa#d

*mbj has become bj in W.Mien and Mun and b in E.Mien and Muen:

WMIEN EMIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
spicy hot *mbjat D > *mbjait D2 > bjait!l  ba:xll  baill  bjai2l bjau22

*nd has changed to d in all dialects:
MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN

bamboo tube *ndon A > *don A2 > don?31 dop3l  dop3l dopll
potato  *ndoi A > *doi A2 > doi3l dri3l - doill

*n7d has become n in E. and W.Mien and d in N.Mien, Muen, and Mun:

E. AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN
navel *n?dut D > *ndut D1 > (kasia31) > nutd45  dotdS (nisull)dut43
E.MUN W.MUN

(naudl)dutd  (nautd’)dutd4
*nl has changed to n in Muen and W.Mun and to / in Mien and E.Mun:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
touse  *nlon C > *nlon C2 > log!! nonll lon3l non33

*nj has become n in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN
he, she *njon A > *njan A2 >nin3!  nen3! nan3}
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*nZdj has become n in Mien and d in Muen and Mun:

THAI-MIEN GUANGXI-MIEN MUEN W.MUN
to tiptoe *n1djen C > *ndjeny C1 > nenl3/ninl3 nipl3 den®>  din33

*nZj has changed to n in Mien and to n in Muen and Mun:
MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
breast, *n2juC/B>*nju C1/B1> pol3 npu4S nul3  nuds
milk

*ndzj has become dz in E. and W.Mien, z in N.Mien, dz in Muen and
E.Mun, and dj in W.Mun:

E. AND WMIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
tofear *-ndzjaB>*-dzja: B2> dzia?231  zi13  dziol3 dzarll djasl

*ndgj has become dz in W.Mien and E.Mun, g in E.Mien, and dj in W.Mun:

W.MIEN EMIEN EMUN W.MUN
to descend *ndzja C >*dzja: C2 > dzioll gisll  dzas3l dja:s3

*nj has changed to 1 or g in all dialects:

W.MIEN EMIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
toeat  *njon C > *pjan C2 > panll  pion!! pion!! penld3  gin33

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
goose  *mja A > *pjar A2 > pio3!  gad!  padl  gall

*ngw has changed to gw in Mien and Mun (I have no data on Muen)

MIEN E.MUN W.MUN
branch *ngwa A > *gwa: A2 >gwa3! gwa:3l gwa:ll

*pgj has become dz in W.Mien, g in E.Mien and Muen, and gj in Mun:

WMIEN EMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
sleeping *ngjom A > *gjom A2> dzom3! gm3l gom3l gjom3l gjomll

*pjw has become pj in Mien, p in Muen, and f in Mun:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
flower *pjwon A > *pjwan A2 > pjag3!  pja!3  puop3l fap!3  fapll
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*kj?w has changed to t¢ in Thai-Mien and to &w in Guangxi-Mien, Muen, and
Mun:

THAI-MIEN GUANGXI-MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
wide *kj?won B > *kjwan B1> tean334 kwion334  kwan334 kwan!3 kwan3>

*sjhw has changed to sj in Mien, ¢ in Muen, and s in Mun:
MIEN E.MUN W.MUN
moustache *sjhwam A >*sjwaim Al > sjaim33  guom33  som354
2.5 Vowels
At an earlier stage, there were eight monophthongs in Proto-Mjuenic without

any length distinction: *i, *e, *g, *9, *a, *u, *o, and *o, and at a later stage, *a2 >
*a and *a > *ar. In all modern dialects, only a and ar are in contrast; for example,

MIEN,MUEN AND E.MUN W.MUN
to weave (cloth) datdd dat44
wing da:t4d da:t44

Regarding other pairs, such as i-i;, u-uz, etc., there is no consistency; they
vary a great deal among speakers, especially in the Mjuenic dialects spoken in
Guangxi. During my field trips in the North of Thailand in 1987-1988, I noticed
that younger speakers of the Mien dialect were quite consistent so far as vowel
length was concerned. There was a tendency that vowels in some words were
always long or always short. A cause of this might be language contact resulting
from having had formal education in the Thai government’s elementary schools,
which are found all over country, even in remote mountainous areas, and in which
Thai is the medium of instruction. The situation has also been reinforced by mass
media, such as popular radio and T. V. programmes, commercial and propaganda
video-tapes or movies which are presented in Mien villages or nearby villages once
in a while. Contacts with outsiders for various purposes are quite common as well.
I conducted a perception test with fifty Mien speakers in 1989; 100% of the subjects
could distinguish the vowel pair a and ar very well; as for the other pairs, the high
vowels i-ir and u-u: could be distinguished quite well by 80% of the subjects.
Interestingly, half of the subjects could not hear length differences between the low
vowels €-er and 0-o:. Spectrographic measurements of phonetic short vowels and
long vowels were made to support the results of the perception test. In comparison
with the pairs a-a:, i-ir and u-ur, the socalled “short vowels” : e,€,0 and 2 were not
much shorter in length than the so-called “long vowels” : e, €z, orand o.

The diphthongs and triphthongs of Proto-Mjuenic were: 1u, 19, iau, €i, eu, i,
au, ai, au, uil, ud, uai, ou and 2i.
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2.6 Vowel correspondences
*j remains i in all dialects:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
core, *fim A>*fim Al1> fim33  fim33 §im33 6im33  Qim334
heart

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
intoxicated *2gwin A > *gwin Al > gwin33 bin33  bin4>  binl3

*e after a single consonant (C-.) remains e in all modern dialects, and has
become i, 12 or 9 following palatalized consonants (Cj-):

WMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN

board, *penB>*penBl> pen334 pen354 penl3 pendS
plank

W.MIEN E.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
to choose *kjen B>*kjen B1>kin334/ken354 ken334 tgen334 tgen!3  tgen3d

W.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
news, *fjen C>*fjen C1> fianl3 sonl3  @on!l @in354
letter

*£ remains € in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
green  *Imen A > *meg A1> men33 mep?3 mep® mepl3
door  *glen A > *klen A2> kendl kenpd! kjen3l kjenll

*5 has become a in all dialects, except follbwing labialized and palatalized
consonants, Cw- and Cj-, where there are no regularities:

MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN

liver *hron A > *hyan Al > lan33  gan33 gan33  gjan354

clear *dzhon A > *dzhan Al > dzan33 dap33 dap33 dap3

near *fot D > *fatD1 > fa¥d  satdd - fat

bangle *dzjom A > *tgjam A2 > teiom31/ tgiom3! sam3l g¢aml!l
kism31

E.AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
to shoot *pwon B > *pwan B1> pwan354  piio35  puon354 fan!3  fan3S

tree, wood *1djog C > *djag C1 >djag!3  dja#S  diop®> djap3! djap33

*a has become ar, except following labialized and palatalized consonants,
Cw- and Cj-, where it becomes diphthongized:
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MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
tooth  *na A >*pa: A2 > na:3! pas! nas3l na:ll
rousers *khwa C > *khwa: C1>  houl3 khwa:13  khwaill  kwa:354
blood *dzhjam B > *dzhjarm B1> dzja:m354 ¢iom33%  gam!3  ¢am?>

WMIEN EMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
neck  *klan A > *klam Al1> tgam33 kam33 kla33 kam33 klam?> klam!3

*u remains i in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
young *Irun C>*yun Cl1> lunl3 gun®  gun3!  gun33

WMIEN EMIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
round  *glun A>*klun A2> teun3l  kun3! kldn3! kun3! klun3! klunl!l

*o usually remains o, but in some cases has become 9 or u:

»
WMIEN EMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN

lungs  *phlom A>*phlom A1> phjom33 phom33 phum33 phlom33 plum334
to bury *plop D > *plop D1> pjop?>  pop# pop?> plopts -
dove  *1go A > *go Al> go33 gu3d  go33 go  gol3

*2 remains 2 in all dialects, except following labialized and palatalized initials,
where developments are irregular:

W.MIEN E.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
horn  *klon A > *klong Al > teon33 ko33 kiI533  kop33 kjog®d kjonl3
hot *klom A > *klom Al > tgom33 kom33 kI5m33 kom33 kjom4S kjom!13

MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN

olift *ponB>*pyB2>  gopBl  gopld  popll gl
(one’s head)

*iu remains iu in E.Mien, W.Mien, Muen and Mun and has become i in
N.Mien: |

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN

banana *tsiu A>*tsiu A1> tsiu33 tsi33  siud33 Qi -
wine,  *tiu B>*tiu B1>  tiu3¥ a3 ud¥ i3 tiu33
liquor

*19 remains 19 in all dialects or has changed to i in Muen (only in open
syllables) and Mun (in both closed and open syllables):

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
heavy  *hnio B >*hnio B1>  nia334 - ni334  nil3 ni4>
tongue *mbliat D > *bliot D2 > biot2l biat34  biot2l  bliot2l  biot?2
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196 Proto-Mjuenic

*1ou remains 1ou in all dialects:

E. AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
fruit *piou B > *piou B1> pioud’* pioudd pioud34 pisuld pioudd
smoke(n.)*¢iou C >*¢iou C1 > siould  siou#S ¢iould gioull ¢iou334

*el remains ei, which is sometimes in free variation with ai, in E.Mien,
W.Mien, and Muen; in N.Mien, *ei has become e, and in Mun, it is always ai:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
to dream *?bei C > *bei C1>  beild>  be?>  bei®d  boidl  boid3

fat, lard *hmei A > *hmei A1> mei33 me33 mei33 moi33 moid¥
milled rice*hmei B > *hmei B1> mei3>4 - mei’® moild  moidy

*eu remains eu in all dialects, however, following palatal initials, it has
become iu in E.and W.Mien and € in N.Mien:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
totie  *peu A>*peu Al>  peu33 . peud3 peutd peul3
(turban)

W.MIEN EMIEN N.MIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
scissors *2dzeu B > *dzeu B1> giu354/ giu354 ge35  dzeu334 dzeul3 dzeu3d
dziu34

*91 has become ai in E. and W. Mien, Muen, and Mun, and € in N.Mien: in
Muen following kj-, and in some words in the speech of some Thai-Mien speakers.
Perhaps the diphthong ai in these few words derives from *er:

'
E. AND W.MIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
todie  *doi C>*tai C2>taill - taill  tai33 tai33
tofly  *dhsi C>*dhai C1>dail3 de45 dail3 daill dai3>
tokill  *tai C>*tai C1>tai3l te45  tai¥d  taidl tai33
THAI-MIEN W.GUANGXI-MIEN E.GUANGXI-MIEN
penis  *kloi C > *klai C1> tgail3/ige3 teail3 kail3
MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
kje4> kjai3l kjai33
THAI-MIEN W.GUANGXI-MIEN E.GUANGXI-MIEN
thin *gloi C>*klai C2>  teaill/teel] teai kaill
N.MIEN MUEN W.MUN
kle!! kjell kjai33
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*2u has become au in E. and W.Mien, Muen, and Mun, and 2 in N.Mien:
W.MIEN EMIEN N.MIEN MUEN E.MUN WMUN
egg *klou C > *klau C1 > tgaul3  kauld kIob45 kjau# kjau3l kjau33
house  *plou B >*plau B1> pjau3¥®* paud? pbo3d pjaudpjaul3 pjaudd

*ai has changed to a:i in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
tocome *dai A >*ta:i A2 > CREL tasil tanil tasill
lid *)gai C>*gari Cl1> ga:il3 ga:i4d gai3l  ga:i33

*au has become a:u in all dialects; in some words, however, it has become ar
in N.Mien or remains au in Muen and Mun:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN WMUN
long  *dau B > *dawu B1>  daw3d daw3’ daw354 dawl3 daw3S
(length)
wind  *2dzjau C >*dzjau C1> dzjaw!3 zja®d  dzau*» dzaw3! djau33

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
to ascend*fau C > *faw C1>  fawl3 sawli3  QGam3l  Qaw33
to break *?au B > *?a:u B1>  7amu354 2au33%  7aml!3  7au3dd
(something)

*ui remains wi in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
sour *sui A > *sui Al > sui33 sui33 Qui33 Qui34
loud *bhui A > *bhui A1> bui33 bui33 bui33 bui354

*ua remains ua in E. and W.Mien and has become u in N.Mien, Muen, and
Mun, in open syllables:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
o burn *pua B > *pus Bl > pua3s4  pu3s pu3’4  pul3 pu35
hand  *bua B > *pus B2 > pua23l puld  pul3  pull  puldl
nine  *ndus A>*dus A2> dusld dudl  dudl  dudl  dull

*uai remains u2i in all dialects:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
bee *muai B >*muai B2 > muai23! muoil3 musil3 muosill guoidl

MIEN MUEN E.MUN W.MUN
to kneel *guoi C > *kuai C2 > kuoill kuoill kuaidl  kuai33

MKS 22:163-230 (c)1993 See archives.sealang.net/mks/copyright.htm for terms of use.



198 Proto-Mjeunic
*ou remains ou (phonetically ou/au) in all dialects:

MIEN MUEN EMUN WMUI’\I
to stand *sou B > *sou B1 > soud¥ soudd? Qould  Qoudd
stove  *lou A >*lou A2 > loudl  lou3l lou3l loull

*s5i remains 217 in E. and W.Mien, Muen and Mun but has become o in
N.Mien:

E. AND WMIEN NMIEN MUEN EMUN W.MUN
day, sun *hnoi A > *hnoi A1>  noi33  no33 moid3  noi33 noid¥
mortar *toi C> *©i CI > i3 P vi45 i3l i3

It is noticeable that a large number of consonant clusters are reconstructed. An
alternative, especially for some of the Cw-, CCw-, Cj- and CCj- types of clusters,
would be to reconstruct more diphthongs and triphthongs; for example,

cold *phwai A or *phuai A full  *pwon B or *puon B
housefly *mworn B or *muon B grass *mhjwa B or *mhjua B
spicy hot *mbjat D or *mbiat D person *mjuan A or *miuon A

right-hand *mbjau C > *mbiau C

3. Etymological lexicon

In this section, 351 reconstructed Proto—Mjeunic forms with English glosses
are presented in alphabetical order. The arrangement of each lexical entry is: 1) the
English gloss; 2) the reconstructed form at an ealier stage; 3) the reconstructed form
at a later stage; 4) the Proto-Yao form reconstructed by Herbert C.Purnell in 1970
(HP), if there is one; 5) the modern Mien forms (W.Mien: TH and BS, E.Mien: LP
and JX, and N.Mien: YS); 6) the modern Muen form (JX); 7) the modern Mun
forms (E.Mun: JX and W.Mun: BS); 8) look-alike words in Chinese (Cantonese:
C, Guangzhou dialect: G, a regional dialect of Cantonese (Sanwei): SW, Mandarin:
M, and Taechiw dialect (Swatow): ST);? and 9.) look alike words in Thai
(Siamese).

7 Sincere thanks go to Assistant Professor Kawsak Thammacharoenkit of the Chinese
Section, Department of Oriental Languages, Chulalongkorn University, for his kind assistance in

giving me the data on Chinese languages and dialects based on his own speech.
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Angle, Corner *klon A > *klong Al
Mien : -

Muen : kon33 (JX)

Mun : kjon* (JX)

kjon!3 (BS)

Ant *dzhiou B > *dzhiou B1

(HP : *dzhyoud)

Mien : dzisu354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
ziou35 (YS)

Muen : ¢iou3¥ (JX)
Mun : ¢iou4d’ (BS)

Arrive *thou C > *thau C1

(HP : *thaud)

Mien : thaul3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : thaul3 (JX)

Mun : thaull JX)
tau334 (BS)
Chinese: tou33 (G)
taudl (M)
kao?2 (ST)
Arrow *fong A > *fog Al
(HP : *fnll)

Mien : fon33 (TH, BS)
fon33 (LP, JX)
‘porcupine needle’

Muen : -

Mun : 6on® (JX)
6onl3 (BS)

Ascend *fau C > *fau C1

Mien : faml3 (TH, LP, JX, BS)
Muen : saml3 (JX)

Mun : ©am3l (JX)

Ba:u33 (BS)

fao?l (G) fu 21 (SW)
phu33 (ST) fu33 (M)

Chinese:

Ashes *swai B > *swa Bl

(HP : *%aaid)

Mien : sa:ii3%4 (TH, LP, JX, BS)
0a:35 (YS)

Muen : su2i334 (JX)

Mun : ¢ai4d’ (BS)
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Ask *nai C > *nai C2
(HP : naif)
Mien : naill (TH, LP, JX, BS)
Muen : naill (JX)
Mun : nai3l (JX)
na:i33 (BS)

Axe * pou B > *pou Bl

Mien : pou354 (TH, LP, JX, BS)
Muen : pou354 (JX)

Mun : pould (JX)

pou33 (BS)

fu33 (C) poud! (ST)

fu2l4 (M)

Chinese:

Bag *mbuok D > *bus? D2/*di C>
*t1 C2 .

Mien : bus?2l (TH, LP, JX, BS)

Muen : ill (JX)

Mun : ti31 JX) 433 (BS)

Siamese: thaid! ‘long cloth bag’

Bamboo *hlou B > *hlau B1

(HP : *lhlau 3B)

Mien : Jau354 (TH, LP, JX, BS)
1b35 (YS)

Muen : lau3¥ (JX)

Mun : laul3 (JX)
lau4>’ (BS)

Bamboo tube *ndon A > *don A2
Mien : dop3! (TH, LP, JX, BS)
Muen : don3l JX)

Mun : dop3! (UX)

donl! (BS)

Banana *tsiu A > *tsiu Al

(HP : *tsliull)

Mien : tsiu33 (TH, LP, JX, BS)
tsi33 (YS)

Muen : siu33 (JX)

Mun : 6iu®d (JX)

Chinese:  tsiudd (G)
tsie33 (SW)
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Bangle *dzjam A >*tgjam A2
Mien : tgiom31 /kiom3! (TH, LP,
JX, BS)

Muen : teiom3! (JX)
Mun : sam3!(JX)
¢amll (BS)

Bark (v.) *2dzun C > *dzun C1

(HP : *djuan’)

Mien : dzun23!/dzugl3 (TH)
dzup!3 (LP, JX, BS)

Muen : dzun® (JX)

Mun dzun33 (BS)

Bark, Husk, Shell
*khukD > *khu? D1

Mien : khul®d (TH, LP, LX, BS)

Muen : khul4 (JX)
Mun khu33’ JX)
ku3>4 (BS)
Chinese: hok33 (C) khak2! (ST)

Barn *rom B > *yam B2

Mien : lam231 (TH, LP, LX, BS)

Muen : gam!3 (JX)
Mun gjam1! (JX)
gjam31 (BS)

Beans, Peas *dop D > *top D2

Mien : top?! (TH, LP, LX, BS)

top34 (YS)
Muen : top2l (JX)
Mun tap21 (JX)
top?2 (BS)

Bear (animal) *klisp D > *kliop D1
(HP) : *kyap’)
Mien : tgiop4® (TH, BS)
kiop?S (LP, JX)
klia?¥ (YS)
Muen : tgiop4d
Mun kip*3 (JX)
kiop44 (BS)

Proto-Mjuenic

Beat *?bok D> *bo? D1

HP) *bo?7)

Mien : bo245 (TH, BS)
bo?45 (LP, JX)

Muen : bo? (JX)

Mun -

Chinese: pok33 (C)
pha??2 (ST)

Bee *muoi B >*muoi B2

Mien : muai?3! (TH, LP, JX, BS)
muail3 (YS)

Muen : muail3 (JX)

Mun : muaill (JX)
nuaill (BS)

Bee’s wax *1dzin A >*dzin Al
Mien : dzig33 (TH, LP, JX, BS)
Muen : dip33 (JX)

Mun : digl3 (BS)

R, Cronoied ¥t Roo*ses &N
(HP : *poul)
Mien : nau33 (TH, LP, JX, BS)
Muen : nau33 (JX)
Mun naudd (JX)
naul3 (BS)
Chinese: nao’> (C)
Siamese: 10933, gautd

Big, Large *hlo A >*hlo Al
(HP : *lh-1)
Mien : lo33 (TH, BS)
Muen : 1033 (JX)
Mun 1033 (JX)

10354 (BS)

Bird *n:)k D> *no? D2 (HP : *n518)
Mien : no?21(TH,YS,LP,JX, BS)
Muen : no??! (JX)
Mun : no3l’ (JX)

33" (BS)
Simese : nok4>

MKS 22:163-230 (c)1993 See archives.sealang.net/mks/copyright.htm for terms of use.



Mon-Khmer Studies 22

Bitter *?im A >*?im A1l (HP: *?im!)
Mien : %m33 (TH, LP, JX, BS)

Tm33 (YS)
Muen : 7im33 (JX)
Mun : ?2im45 (JX)
2im13 (BS)

Black *klok D > *kla? D1

(HP : *kyial)

Mien : tgiao?45 (TH,BS)
kio™5 (LP,JX)
kli43 0X)

Muen : kia?d (JX)

Mun : kja:l3 (JX)
kja:33 (BS)

Blanket *¢won C > *e¢worn Cl
Mien : swanl3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : ¢uapl3 (JX)
Mun : 6onll (JX)
939354 (BS)

Blood *dzhjam B > *dzhja:m Bl
(HP : *dzhyaam3)
Mien : dzjaim334 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : ¢iom3% (JX)
Mun : eaml3 (JX)

caim4d’ (BS)

Blow *plom B > *plom Bl

(HP : *PYlom3)

Mien : pjom354 (TH,BS)
pom334 (LP,JX)
pl53m33 (YS)

Muen : puom334 (JX)

Mun : pjoml3 (JX)
pjom33 (BS)

Blow (of the wind)
*bwan C > *pwan C2

Mien : pwanll (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : puanll (JX)
Mun : wan33 (BS)
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Board *pen B > *pen Bl
(HP : *plenl?3)
Mien : pen354 (TH,BS)

Muen : pen3¥ (JX)
Mun : penl3 (JX)
pen3> (BS)
Chinese: pan33 (C)
pan’l (ST)
Siamese: phen?! ‘clf. for flat objects

e.g. paper, plank, etc.’

Boat *dzhan B > *dzham Bl

(HP : *dzh?aan3)

Mien : dzam334 (TH)
dzar3%4 (LP,JX,BS)

Muen : dam354 (JX)

Mun : dag®,(BS)

Body *sm A > *sin A1 (HP : *sinl)
Mien : sin33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : sin33 (JX)

Mun : 6in33 (JX)
0in354 (BS)

Chinese: san?d3 (G) sen33 (SW)
sin33 (ST)

Boil, Cook *tsou B > *tsou Bl
(HP : *t§lou! 3)

Mien : tsou354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tsou334 (JX)

Mun : tsould JX)

tsou33 (BS)

tsy33 (G) tsidd (SW)
tsud! (ST) tsu2l4 (M)

Chinese:

Boiling *7bwei C > *bwei Cl1
(HP : *bweid)
Mien : bweil3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : bweid (JX)
Mun : bweidl (JX)

woid3 (BS)

Bone *s?bun B > *sbup Bl
(HP : *tshupd)
Mien : bun334 (LP,JX,BS)
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buu]354 (TH)

bii35 (YS)
Muen : sunp334 (JX)
Mun : Ounl3 (JX)

Bun4>’ (BS)

Book *sou A > *sou Al
(HP : *soull)
Mien : sou33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : sou33 (JX)
Mun : 6ou33 (JX)
Bou34 (BS)
Chinese: sy?? (G)
si33 (SW)
tsi33 (ST)
sudd> (M)
Siamese: nan25 sui25
la:i33 s_u_325

Borrow *ka B > *ka: Bl
(HP : *kaa3)

Mien : kas354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : kas354 JX)
Mun : ka3 0X)
ka:35 (BS)
Chinese: ka3 (C)
kedl (STz

Bow *hna B > *hna: Bl

Mien : nas354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : -

Mun : nal3 (JX)
na>’ (BS)
Siamese: na! ma:i4d

Bowl (for porridge)

*?wjon B > *wjan B1 (HP : *wyen3)

Mien : 2ian33 (TH)
wion354 (LP,JX,BS)
Muen : wan334 (JX)
Mun : wanl3 (X)
wan33 (BS)

Chinese: wan33 (G) wan35 (SW)

7ta3s (ST)

Proto-Mjuenic

Box *hlwop D > *hlwap D1
Mien : lap* (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : hop®d (JX)
Mun : hop43 (JX)
hap* (BS)

Chinese: hap?2 (C) ?ap’> (ST)
Siamese: 2ap?!

Branch *ngwa A > *gwa: A2
(HP : *gwaa?2)
Mien : gwa3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : -
Mun : gwa3l (JX)

gwa:ll (BS)
Siamese: na:! ‘fork of a tree’

Break *?au B > *?am Bl

Mien : ?2am354 (TH,LP,JX)
7au354 (BS)

Muen : 7Zau334 (JX)

Mun : ?aul3 (JX)2au3d (BS)

Breast, Milk *n?ju C/B> *nju C1/B1
HP : *md)

Mien : qol3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : nu4 (JX)

Mun : nul3(JX)

nu35 (BS)
Chinese: jy33 (G)
ji%3 (SW)
judl (ST)
Burn *pus B > *pus Bl
(HP : *plua3l)
Mien : pua334 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
pu3 (YS)

Muen : pu3¥4 (JX)
Mun : pul3 (JX)
pu33 (BS)
Chinese: pou’> (C)
pud3 (ST)

Bury, Extinguish (a fire)

*plop D > *plop D1

Mien : pjop4d (TH,BS)
pop?> (LP,JX)
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Muen : pop* (JX)

Mun : plop?d (JX)

Siamese: klop?! ‘cover withdirtor
liquid’
phlop# ‘twilight’

Buy *mai B> *mat: B2

(HP : *maai%)

Mien : mai23! (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : -

Mun : maill (BS)

Chinese: mai33 (C) boidl (ST)
maizl4 (M)

Cage *1013 A > *long A2

Mien : lop3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : lop3l (JX)

Mun : log3l (JX) Ibgll (BS)

Chinese: lon?! (C) lan33 (ST)
101]214 (M)

Siamese: kron33

Carry *bou A> *pou A2

(HP : *plou2)

Mien : pou31 (TH)

Muen : pou3dl (JX)

Mun : paudl (JX)

Chinese: phou 33 (G) pho 35 (ST)

Carry (on shoulder) *?dam A >
*damm A1 (HP : *daam 1)

Mien : dam33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : dam33 (JX)

Mun : dam% (JX)

darm!3 (BS)

tam33 (G) tam33 (SW)
ta33 (ST)

Siamese: ham?25

Chinese:

Centipede *¢wop D > *¢wap D1
(HP : ‘*sap/)
Mien : sap® (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : sap?d/e¢ap* (JX)
Mun : 6ap4 (JX)

6op** (BS)
Siamese : takhaap?!l
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Chair *?el B > *?ei Bl

Mien : 2ei334 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : ?2ei3¥ (JX)

Mun : 72i35 (BS)

Chinese: i3’ (C)

751 (ST)
Chicken *kjoi A > *kjai Al
(HP . *tgail)

Mien : tgai33/tge33 (TH)
teai33 (BS)
kjai33 (LP,JX)
kje33 (YS)

Muen : teaid33 (JX)

Mun : tgai% (JX) teail3 (BS)

Chinese: kaid? (C)
koi33 (8T)

Siamese: kai?l

Child *tgwei B > *tgwei Bl

(HP : *ttwei-)

Mien : fu??!l tgwei354 (TH,LP,BS)
fei3l teweid¥* (JX)

Muen : tewei3¥4 ton33 (JX)

Mun : mun33 soil3 (JX)
¢2i33 (BS)
Chinese: tsai3d (G)
tsyai’d (SW)
Choose *kjen B > *kjen Bl
(HP : *%yenl3)
Mien : kin354/ken354
(TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : tgen334 (JX)

Mun : tgenl3 (JX) tgen3d (BS)

Chinese: syn33 (G) sind> (SW)
suan31 (ST) sien214 (M)

Clear *dzhon A > *dzhan Al
(HP : *dzhlaanl)
Mien : dzan?3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : dan33 (JX)
Mun : dag334 (BS)
Chinese:  tshen?? (C)

tshen33 (ST)
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Close (space or time)
*mok D > *ma? D2

Mien ma721 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : ma? 21 OX)

Mun ma:3l’ (JX)
ma:33" (BS)

Cloth *dio A> *dio Al

(HP *dial)

Mien dio33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : di33 0X)

Mun : -

Cloud *?buoan C > *buon C1

(HP : *bwond)

Mien : buanl3 (TH)

Muen : buan? (JX)

Mun busn3! (JX)

Chinese: wan2l (G)
wunZ! (SW)

Cold *tewon B > *tgwan Bl

(HP *Ewan3)

Mien tewan3>
(TH,LP,JX,BS)
teiio3d (YS)

Muen : teusn334 (JX)

Mun : sonl3 (JX)
¢on33 (BS)

Comb *tsok D > *tsa? D1

(HP *t§a?7)

Mien : tsa?d (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : tsa?4d (JX)

Mun : tsal3 (JX)
tsa®3 (BS)

Come *dai A > *taii A2 (HP: *taai 2)

Mien taii3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : taidl (JX)
Mun taii3l JX)

tazill (BS)
Cool *Inom C> *pnam Cl1

Mien nam!3 (TH)
Muen : nam? (JX)
Mun nam3! (JX)

Proto-Mjuenic

Core *fim A > *fim Al

(HP *fim1)

Mien fim33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
fim33 (YS)

Muen : sim33 (JX)

Mun 8im33 (JX)
0im354 (BS)

Chinese: sam?dd (G) sem33 (SW)
sim33 (ST)

Cough *-ha A > *-ha:r Al

Mien -ha;33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : -ha33 (JX)
Mun -ha:33 (JX)

-ha:354 (BS)

Cover *gom B > *gom B1

Mien gom334 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : gom334 (JX)

Mun gom13 (JX) gom 35 (BS)
Siamese: khlum33

Cry, Weep *Iniom B > *piom Bl

(HP *fiem! 3)
Mien niom334 / giom354 (TH)
niam334 (LP JX,BS)
1m35 §4Y
Muen : 1319m3
Mun glam13 /plam 13 JX)
nim!3 (BS)

Cut (with scissors) *klop D > *klap
D] “IP: *kj-p 7)

Mien teap4’ (TH,BS)

kap*S (JX,LP)
Muen : kap4 (JX)
Mun kjap® (JX) tgap* (BS)
Chinese:  kip22 (C) kiap3> (ST)

‘to cut with pincers or pliers’
Siamese: khizp3! ‘to hold with

forceps, pincers or pliers’

Cut down (a tree) *koi C > *koi Cl1
Mien koil3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : koi®d (JX)
Mun koi3l JX)
koi33 (BS)
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Day, Sun *hnoi A > *hnoi Al

(HP *nhoil)

Mien : noi33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
no33 (YS)

Muen : noi33 (JX)

Mun : noi33 (JX) noi3%4 (BS)

Deer (ammal) *kjun A > *kjug Al
Mien : teum33 (TH)
teun33 (BS)
kun33 (LP,JX)
Muen : teun33 (JX)
Mun : teun® (JX)
teun13 (BS)

Deep *?do A > *do A1 (HP: *do! 1)

Mien : do33(TH)

du33 (LP,JX,BS)
Muen : do33 (JX)
Mun : do% (JX)

do!3 (BS)

Defeated *cwel A > *gweil Al

Mien : swei33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : so0i33 /¢oi33 (JX)

Mun : 02354 (BS)

Chinese:  sy?3 (G) si?d (SW)
su33 (ST)

Delicious *khu B > *khu Bl
(HP : *khud)
Mien : khu354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : - .
Mun : khol3 (JX)

ku43’ (BS)

Descend *ndzja C > *dzja: C2
(HP : *djial 6)
Mien : dziall (TH,BS)
giall (LP,JX)
Muen : -
Mun : dza3l (JX)
dja:33 (BS)

Die *doi C> *tai C2 (HP : *tai 9)
Mien : taill (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : taill (JX)

Mun : tai3l (0X)
tai33 (BS)

Siamese: ta:i33

Dig *?wet D > *wet D1

(HP : *wet?)

Mien : wet43 (TH,LP,JX)
wiat® (BS)
wit43 (YS)

Muen : wetdS (0X)

Mun : wet® (JX) wet (BS)
Chinese: wat33 (C)

Siamese: khut?2!

Dog *klo B > *klo B1 (HP : *kluZ B)

Mien : t¢u334 ¢TH,BS)
ku354 (LP,JX)
klu33 (YS)

Muen : ko334 (JX)

Mun : klol3 (JX)
klo33 (BS)

Chinese: kao33 (G)
kaod5 (SW)
kao’! (ST)

Door *glen A > *klen A2
(HP : *k2gpn?2)
Mien : ken3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : kep3l (JX)
Mun : kjendl (JX)
kjen!l (BS)

Dove *?go A > *go Al
Mien : go33(TH)
gu33 (YS,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : go33 JX)
Mun : go# (JX)

gol3 (BS)
Chinese: gao’? (C)
Siamese: khau2?

Dream *?bei C > *bei C1
(HP : *beid)
Mien : beil3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
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be4d (YS)
Muen : bei4’ (JX)
Mun : b9131 IX)
b2i33 (BS)

Drink *hop D > *hop D1
Mien : hop 5 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
hop (YS)
Muen : hop (JX)
Mun hop (JX)
44 (BS)
Chinese: hot33 (C) hak?! (ST)

Drug *1dio A > *dio Al

Mien : di=233 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : di33 0X)

Mun : -

Dry (v.) *phwai A > *phwat Al
Mien : phui33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : phusid3 (JX)
Mun : fai33 (JX)

fa:i354 (BS)

Duck *lap D > *?a:p DI

(HP : *aap’)
Mien : ?a:p4 (TH,YS,LP,BS)
7ap JX)

Muen : ?Tap4 (JX)

Mun : 2ap® (%)
2aip#4 (BS)

Chinese : ?ap33/nap33 (C)

Dung, Excrement
*2-5i B > *-ai B1 (HP : *gai’)
Mien : gai3¥ (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : dai3¥ (JX)
Mun : dail3 (JX)

dai3> (BS)
Note : Theinitial cannotbe

reconstructed because there is only one

example of this type of sound
correspondence.

Dye *nom C> *nom C2
Mien : pomll (TH)

num!! (LP,JX,BS)
Muen : pumll (JX)

Proto-Mjuenic

Mun : pom3l(JX)
num33 (BS)

Chinese: jam33 (G)
jem>3 (SW)
jiam31 (ST)

Siamese: jom#d

Ear *-nom A > *-nom A2

(HP : *-nom?)

Mien : mnom3! (TH,BS)
manom3! (LP,JX)

Muen : -

Mun : monom3l (JX)
monom31 (BS)

Earth *hnio A > *hnio Al

(HP : *nia2-)
Mien : nia33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
ni (YS)

Muen : ni33 JX)
Mun : ni33 (JX)
ni34 (BS)

Note : Reconstruction of *hn- is
based on the Mun tone.

Chinese: lai2l (G)
nei2l / nai2l (SW)
ni’d (ST)

Eat *njon C> *pjan C2

(HP : *pen! 6)

Mien : npanl! (TH,BS)
pienll (LP,JX)

Muen : pionll (JX)

Mun : qen3l (JX)
nin33 (BS)

Siamese: kin33

Egg *klou C > *klau Cl1
(HP : *kyauw)
Mien : tcau13 (TH,BS)
kau13 (LP,JX)
4 (YS)
Muen : kjau45 (IX)
Mun : kjaudl (JX)
kjau33 (BS)
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Eight *-jot D > *-jat D2 (HP : *yet8)

Mien hiat21 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : Tliat2l (JX)
Mun jat2l (JX)

jat22 (BS)

Enter *bjsk D > *pja? D2

Mien pia?21 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : pia?2l JX)
Mun pjas3l” (JX)
pja:33’ (BS)
Chinese: pia?22 ‘in’ (ST)

Evening (late) *rupg A 7giam C > *yuy
A2 glam Cl

Mien lug3! dziom13 (TH,BS)
lug31 giom13 (LP,JX)

Muen : gun3! dziom43 (JX)

Mun : gun33giom31 (JX)

gunll dziom33 (BS)

Exit *tchwoat D > *tchwat D1

(HP *tshwot’)
Mien tshuat4d (TH)
tshwat43 (LP,JX,BS)
Muen : g¢uot®d (JX)
Mun ¢at®d (JX)
¢et*4 (BS)
Chinese: tshot3d (G)
tshut33 (SW)
tshuk22 (ST)

Eye *musi C > *musi C2

Mien muoai!! tsin33 / mtsin33 (TH)
mtsin33 (BS)
moatsin33 (LP,JX)
Muen : muoaill JX)
Mun mu2i3l (JX)
nuoi33 (BS)
Chinese: nan33 tsend3 (C)
nan33 tsen33 (ST)

Face *hmion A > *hmion Al
(HP *mhyen! 1)
Mien mion33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
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Muen : mian33 (JX)
Mun : min33 (JX) min354 (BS)
Chinese: min22 (C) min22 (ST)

mian>! (M)

Fall *dul A > *tui A2 (HP : *tui2)

Mien tui3! bjunl! “It’s raining.’
(TH LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tuil3l JX)
Mun tuill (BS)
Chinese:  tgi22 (G)
twi22 (SW,ST)
Far *ko A > *ko Al
Mien ko33 (TH,BS)
ku33 (LP,JX,YS)
Muen : ko33 ()
Mun ko3 (0X)
kol3 (BS)

Fat *glun C > *klun C2

Mien teunll (TH,BS)
kunll (LP,JX) kliin1l (YS)
Muen : kunll (JX)
Mun kun31 (JX) kun33 (BS)
Fat, Lard *hmei A > *hmei Al
(HP : *mhei-)
Mien mei33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
me33 (YS)
Muen : mei33 (JX)
Mun mai33 (JX) mai334 (BS)
Fear, Frightened *-ndzja B >
*-dzja: B2
Mien kam31 dzis231
(TH,LP,JX,BS) ~
ka33 d219231
(TH,LP,JX,BS)
ka33 z115 (YS)
Muen : dziol3(
Mun kam33 a'“ (IX)
kom33 dja:3! (BS)

Fertilizer *pwoan C > *pwan C1
(HP *pw2 on 5)
Mien pwanl3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
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Muen : puan? (JX)
Mun : fan33 (BS)

Finger, Toe *-1dok D > *-do? D1
(HP : *-dol7)
Mien : -do?43 (TH,BS)

-du3 (LPJX,YS)
Muen : -doM3 (JX)
Mun : -do% (JX)

-do13 (BS)

Fire *dou B > *tou B2
Mien : tou23! (TH,LPJX,BS)

toul3 (YS)
Muen : tould (JX)
Mun : toull (JX)
tou31 (BS)

Firewood *dzan A > *tsam A2
(HP : *tslaan?2)

Mien : tsam3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : sam3! (JX)

Mun : sam3! (JX) sam!! (BS)

Fish *mblou B > *blau B2

(HP : *byau?)

Mien : bjau23l (TH,BS)
bau?3! (L.P,JX)
blo13 (YS)

Muen : bjaul3d (JX)

Mun : Dbjaull JX)
bjau3! (BS)

Five *pla A > *pla: Al

(HP : *pylaal)

Mien : pja33 (TH,BS)
pa:33 (LP,JX)
pla:33 (YS)

Muen : pa33 (JX)
Mun : pja?d (JX)
pja:l3 (BS)

Flesh, Meat *?wa B > *?wa: Bl

(HP : *3)

Mien : 7354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
7035 (YS)

Proto-Mjuenic

Muen : ?a:354 (0X)
Mun : ?a:13 (JX)?a:35 (BS)

Float *mbiou A > *biou A2
(HP : *bjou?)
Mien : biou3l (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : bisu3l (JX)
Mun : bisu3l JX)
bisull (BS)

Flower *pjwon A > *pjwan A2

(HP : *pyZaan?2)
Mien : pjag3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
pja3l (YS)

Muen : puag3l (JX)
Mun : fap3l JX)

fanl! (BS)
Fly (V.) *dhai C > *dhai Cl
(HP : *dhaid)
Mien : dail3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
de43 (YS)

Muen : dail3 JX)
Mun : daill JX)
dai34 (BS)

Fly (housefly) *mwonB > *mworn B2

Mien : mum?23l (TH)
mu 231 (LP,JX,BS)

3(YS)
Muen : m01313 (JX)
Mun
Forehead *blon A > *plog A2
(HP : *p 11:)?1 2)
Mien : (TH,BS)

n3! (LP,JX)
Muen

Mun ploq“ (BS)
Forest *glem A > *klem A2

(HP : *kZeml?2)
Mien : kem31 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
klem31 (YS)

Muen : kem3l (JX)
Mun : kem3l (JX)
teemll (BS)
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Forget *-khwok D > *-khwo? D1

(HP : *-khu??)
Mien : 1a?21 khu?45
(TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : nallkho?45 (JX)
Mun : pisu33 kho334 (BS)

Four *plei A>*pleiAl

(HP : ‘*pyleil)
Mien : pje33 (TH) p2i33 (LP,JX)
pjei33 (BS) ple33 (YS)

Muen : poi33/pjei33 JX)
Mun : pjei4d (JX) pjeil3 (BS)

Frog *kjen B > *kjen Bl

HP : *Klen3)

Mien : ken334 (TH,JX,BS)
kjen334 (LP)
k&35 (YS)

Muen : teen334 (JX)
Mun : teegl3d/tgiog!3 (JX)
teen3d (BS)

Frost *¢con A > *¢og Al

Mien : son33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : ¢o133 (JX)

Mun : 6on33 (JX)

Chinese: son33 (C) sin33 (ST)

Fruit *piou B > *piou B1

(HP : *pylou3)
Mien : piou334 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
piou35 (YS)

Muen : piou334 (JX)
Mun : pisul3 (JX)

piou3s (BS)

Full *pwon B > *pwon Bl

(HP : *pwlag3)

Mien : pwan354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
p335 (YS)

Muen : puoan334 (JX)
Mun : pon!3 (JX)

pon33 (BS)
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Garment (upper) *rui A > *yui Al
(HP : *ruil)
Mien : Iui33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : guid3 (JX)
Mun : gui¥ (JX)

guil3 (BS)

Get stuck (in the throat)
*ga B > *ka: B2
Mien : ka:231/ka:l13 (TH)
Muen : ka:l3 0X)
Mun : ka:ll 0X)

ka:31 (BS)
Siamese: kha:33

Get up *gwio B > *kwio B2
Mien : kidl3 (@H)
kwio231 (LP,JX,BS)
Muen : kis13 (0X)
Mun : pon#’ kueill (JX)
non!3 kuoi3l (BS)

Ghost, Spirit *m?jwon B >
*mjwan Bl
(HP : *myen3 PIM, *maan® PKM)
Mien : mian334 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : muoan334 (JX)
Mun : mwan!3 (JX)

gwan33 (BS)

Ginger *cun A > *¢un Al
Mien : sum33/sun33 (TH)
sun33 (LP,JX,BS)
Muen : ¢un33 (JX)
Mun : 6un33 (JX)
9u1]354 (BS)

Girl *sjok D > *sja? D1
Mien : sio™3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : ¢ia?4 (JX)
Mun : a3’ (JX)
¢a:334 (BS)
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Give *pwun A > *pwun Al

(HP : *pZunl)

Mien : pun33 (TH,YS,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : pun33 (JX)

Mun : fun® (X) funl3 (BS)

Chinese: fan33 (G) fun33 (SW)
pun33 (ST)

Siamese: pan33 ‘todistribute by
sharing’

Go *mnin A > *mnif) A2

HP : *min?)

Mien : mig3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : min3! (JX)

Mun : nip3! JX) nig!! (BS)

Goat, Sheep *jup A > *jun A2

(HP : ‘*yuan?2)
Mien : jum3! (TH,LP,JX)
jun3! (BS)

Muen : jug3! (JX)
Mun : junp3l JX)

jun!l (BS)
Chinese:  jgn?1 (C)
jian?! (ST)
Gold *tgjom A > *tgjam Al
(HP : ‘*tgeml) »
Mien : tgiom33/kiom33
(TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : tgiam33 (JX)
Mun : sam® (JX)
¢am13 (BS)
Chinese: kam>35 (G)
kem33 (SW)
kim33 (ST)
Siamese: kham33

Good *?rwog C> ywon Cl
Mien : log!3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : guag?d (JX)
Mun : gog3l (JX)

gon33 (BS)

Proto-Mjuenic

Goose *nja A > *pja: A2
(HP : *-ial-)
Mien : pis3! (TH,LPJX,BS)
Muen : nadl (JX)
Mun : na3dl (JX)
na:l1 (BS)
Chinese: 1o21 (C) go35 (ST)

Grandchlld *fun A > *fun Al
Mien : fun33 (TH,LPJX,BS)
fiin33 (YS)

Muen : sun33 (JX)
Mun : Oun® (JX)

6unl13 (BS)

Chinese:  syn33 (G) sun33 (SW)
sun33 (ST)

Grass *mhjwa B > *mhjwa: B1

(HP : *mial-)

Mien : mia354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
mi33 (YS)

Muen : mua3¥ (JX)

Mun : mwal3 JX)

nward3’ (BS)
Siamese: jad! (<*hp)

Green *Imen A > *meg Al
(HP : *menl)
Mien : men33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : men33 (JX)
Mun : meg? (JX)
men13 (BS)

Gun *tshwog C > *tshworn C1
(HP : ‘*thog!5)
Mien : tshop!3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tshuanl3 (JX)
Mun : tshogll (JX)

tson324 (BS)
Chinese: tshgnd3 (G)

tshjan33 (SW)

tshie33 (ST)
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Hail *blok D > *plo? D2

(HP : *ply? 8)

Mien : po?2l (TH,BS)
po??1 (JX,LP)

Muen : po??! (JX)

Mun : pjo3l (JX)
plo33’ (BS)

Chinese: pok?2 (C)
phak>3 (ST)

Hair (body) *plei A > *plei Al
(HP : ‘*pyleil)
Mien : pje33 (TH)
pai33 / pei33 (LP,JX)
pjei33 (BS)
ple33 (YS)
Muen : pai33/pjeid3 JX)
Mun : pjei*> (JX)

pjeil3 (BS)

Hand *buaB >*puoB2

(HP : *pluad)

Mien : pua23l (TH,LP,JX,BS)
pul3 (YS)

Muen : pul3 (JX)
Mun : pull JX)
pu3l (BS)

Handle *pen C > *pep Cl

Mien : penl3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : peng® (JX)

Mun : penl3 (JX)

Chinese: pen33 (C) p&d! (ST)

Hard *npen C> *nen C2

(HP : *pen®)

Mien : nenl! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : negll (JX)

Mun : neg3l JX)nen33 (BS)
Chinese: nan?2 (C) &35 (ST)
Siamese: khen2d

Have *mnai A > *mna:i A2
(HP : *maai?)
Mien : ma:i3l (TH,LP,JX,BS)
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Muen : ma:il3l JX)
Mun : nai3l (JX)
na:ill (BS)

He, She *njon A > *njan A2
(HP : *n-n?)

Mien : nin31 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : nen3! (JX)

Mun : nan3l(JX)

Head *plei B> *plei Bl
(HP : ‘*pylei3)
Mien : -
Muen : pioa354/pjeid>* (JX)
Mun : pjeild JX)
pjei3d (BS)
4

Heavy *hnis B > hnio Bl

(HP : *nhia23)

Mien : nia354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : ni3%4 (JX)

Mun : nil3 JX)
ni43’ (BS)
High, Tall *hrog A > *hyan Al
(HP : *rhAgl)
Mien : lan33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
1433 (YS)

Muen : gan33 (JX)
Mun : gjan33 (JX)
gjan3>4 (BS)

Hole *khwot D > *khwot D1

Mien : khuat®d (TH,YS)
khot4> (LP,JX,BS)

Muen : khot4d (JX)

Mun : khuat4d (JX)

Horn *klon A > *klon Al

(HP : *kyonl)

Mien : teon33 (TH,BS)
ko33 (LP,JX)

k1533 (YS)
Muen : kop33
Mun : kjog# (JX)
kjon13 (BS)
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Horse *maB >*ma: B2 (HP : *maa?%)

Mien ma:231 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
ma:13 (YS)

Muen : ma:l3 (JX)

Mun ma:ll JX)
ma:31 (BS)

Chinese : mal3 (C)

Siamese : mar?d

Hot (taste) *mbjat D > *bjait D2
Mien : bjait!l (TH,BS)
baitl! (LP,JX)

Muen : baill 0X)

Mun bjax?l JX)
bja:t?2 (BS)

Chinese: 1at22 (C) 1a233 (ST)

Hot, Warm *klom A > *klom Al

(HP : *kyom1)

Mien tgom33 (TH,BS)
kom33 (LP,JX)
k15m33 (YS)

Muen : kom33 (JX)

Mun kjom%> (JX)

teom13 / kjom13 (BS)

House *plou B > *plau B1

(HP *pylau 3)

Mien pjau334 (TH,BS)
pau3>4 (L.P,JX)
plo35 (YS)

Muen : pjaudd? (JX)

Mun pjaul3 (JX) pjau3s (BS)

Human being, Person *mjuon A >
*mjusn A2 (HP : *m-n2)

Mien mian3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
mian3! (YS)
Muen : muan3! (JX)
Mun mun3! (JX) manl!! (BS)
Hundred *pek D > *pe? D1
(HP : *ple?7)
Mien p€?45 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : pe? (JX)
Mun -
Chinese : pak33 (C)
pe?22 (ST)

Proto-Mjuenic

I *ja A> *jar Al (HP: *y- -)

Mien jia33 (TH,YS,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : jie3d3 (JX)
Mun : ja#5 (JX)
ja:13 (BS)
Insect *klen A > *kleg Al
(HP : *kZnl)
Mien : ken33 (TH,JX,BS)
kjen33 (LP)
ki&33 (YS)
Muen : kep33 (JX)
Mun keg?? (JX)
kenl3 (BS)

Insert *tship D > *tghip D1

Mien tship#> (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : sip* (JX)
Mun :  thipS UX)
tip#4 (BS)
Chinese: sip33 (C)
Siamese: siop?l

Intestines *glan A > *klam A2
(HP : *klaag?)

Mien team! (TH,BS)
kan3! / kam3! (LP,JX)
kla:31 (YS)
Muen : kam3l (JX)
Mun klam3! (JX)
klam!! (BS)
Intoxicated *7gwin A > *gwin Al
(HP : *gwin2)
Mien gwin33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : bin33 (JX)
Mun bin45 (JX)
binl3 (BS)

Siamese: wion33 huoa?5 ‘dizzy’

Iron *hrjok D > *hyja? D1

(HP : *rhia??)

Mien lia?45 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
ga:33 (YS)

Muen : gia? (JX)
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Mun : gja33 0X)
gja354 (BS)

Itchy *sjot D > *sjat D1
(HP : ‘*syet])
Mien : sjat43 (TH)

sjat4d / gat4> (LP,JX,BS)

sit4d (YS)
Muen : e¢at43 (JX)

Mun : e¢at® (JX) ¢et44 (BS)

Jump *thiu D > *thiu C1
(HP : *thiuwd)

Mien : thiul3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

thi43 (YS)
Muen : thiul3 (JX)
Mun : thiull (JX)

tiu334 (BS)
Chinese: thiu33 (C)

thioo?2 (ST)

Keep *pin C > *pig Cl1

Mien : pinl3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : -

Mun : pig3l (JX)
pin33 (BS)

Chinese: pend? (G)
pian33 (SW)

Keep food (for sb.) *riou A >

*yiou A2

Mien : liau3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : giou3l (JX)
Mun : gisu3l (JX)
giou!l (BS)

Kick *dhik D > *dhi? D1
(HP : *dhi?7)

Mien : di?4> (TH,LP,JX,BS)

de?45 (YS)

Muen : thi?® (JX)
Mun : ti354 (BS)
Chinese : thek33 (G)
hiok33 (SW)
thak?2 (ST)
Siamese: te?2l
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Kill *toi C> *tai C1 (HP : *tail C)

Mien : tai3l (TH,LP,JX,BS)
1e45 (YS)

Muen : tai® (JX)

Mun : tai3l (JX) tai33 (BS)

Chinese: thaidd (ST)

King *gung A > *yun A > *Aung A >
*hu A2
Mien : hum3l (TH)
hu1331 (LP,JX,BS)
Muen : hun3l JX)
Mun : hup3l JX)
hup!! (BS)
Chinese: kwan?d3 (C)
kuy®3 (ST)

Kneel *gual C> *kual C2
Mien : kuoaill (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : kuaill JX)
Mun : kuoidl JX)

kuoai33 (BS)
Chinese: kwai?l (G)

kui2l (SW)

kui33 (ST)

Know *pei A >*pei Al (HP: *pleil)
Mien : -
Muen : pei33/ paid3 0X)
Mun : pei® (JX)
pail3 (BS)

Lamp *twon A > *twan Al
(HP : *tapl)
Mien : tan33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tan33 (JX)
Mun : ton® (JX)

ton!3 (BS)
Chinese: tan?d (C)

ten33 (ST)

Land leech *pjlwom A >
*pjwom Al

Mien : pjom33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : puoam (JX)

MKS 22:163-230 (c)1993 See archives.sealang.net/mks/copyright.htm for terms of use.



214

Mun : tiom43 (JX)
tiom13 (BS)

Laugh *klot D > *klat D1

(HP : kyat?)

Mien : tgatd’ /kjat#d (TH,BS)
kat45 (LP,JX)
klet45 (YS)

Muen : kjat#d (JX)

Mun : kja® (JX), kjar* (BS)

Lazy *lwei C > *lweil C2
(HP : *lwei®)
Mien : Ilweill (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : loill (JX)
Mun : loi31 (JX)
12133 (BS)
Chinese: 1ui22 (C,ST)

Leaf *nom A > *nom A2

(HP : *nom?)

Mien : nom3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : nom3! (JX)

Mun : nomll (BS)

Leak *fui C> *fui Cl
Mien : fuil3 (TH)
Muen : suil3 (JX)
Mun : 6ui3%4 (BS)

Left side *tgai C > *tga:i Cl
(HP : *tslaaid)

Mien : tsail3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : -

Mun : 0a:i33 (BS)

Siamese: sa:i4?

Leg *tsou C> *tsau Cl

Mien : tsaul3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
0535 (YS)

Muen : sau®> (JX)

Mun : 0audl (JX)
fau33 (BS)

Chinese: sau3d (G) siudd (SW)
tshiud! (ST) ‘hand’

Proto-Mjuenic

Let go, Set free *pun C> *pun Cl1
Mien : punl3 (YS,LP,JX,BS)

pum!3 (TH)
Muen : pun® (JX)
Mun : pun3l (JX)

pun33 (BS)
Chinese: fon33 (C)

pan?? (ST)

Lick *mbio C > *bio C2/ *glem B >
*klem B2 (HP : *biab)
Mien : bisll (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : bisll (JX)
Mun : kleml!! (JX)

klem31 (BS)

Lid *?gal C > *gaii C1 (HP : *gaai’)
Mien : gail3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : gai4d (JX)

Mun : ga:i3l (JX)
gaii33 (BS)

Chinese: koi33 (C)
kai22 (ST)

Life *mey C> *men C2
HP : *mend
Mien : megl!l (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : menll (JX)
Mun : mend! (JX)
men33 (BS)
Ct’ ese: men2l (G)
mjan?21 (SW)
mia22 (ST)

Lift (one s head) *non B > *non B2
Mien : 123l (TH,LP,JX BS)
Muen : 1onl3 (JX)
Mun : nopll 0X) gonl (BS)
Chinese:  jgn3d (G)

niandd (SW)

niag>! (ST)

Lightweight *hen A > *hen Al/
*¢iou A > *¢iou Al
Mien : hen33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
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Muen : c19u33 (JX)
Mun clau (JX)
¢iou3>4 (BS)

Liquor *tiu B > *tiu B1 (HP : *tiu3)

Mien : tiu334 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
ti33 (YS)

Muen : tiud (JX)

Mun uu1 (dX)
tiu3 gBS)

Chinese: tsao3d (G)
tsi20”7 (SW)
tsiu3l (ST)

Listen *mhwor C > *mhwan C1
Mien : mwan!3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : monl3 (JX)

Mun : monl! (JX)

Liver *hron A > *hyan Al
(HP : *rhaanl)
Mien : Jlan33 (TH,LPJX,BS)
Muen : gan33 (JX)
Mun : gan33(JX)

gjan334 (BS)

Long (lenght) *2dau B > *damu Bl
(HP : *daaud)
Mien : daw354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
dam33 (YS)
Muen : dam354 (JX)
Mun : daul3 (JX)
dam33 (BS)

Long (time) *lou A > *lau A2
(HP : *lau?)
Mien : lau3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : lau3l (JX)
Mun : lau3l (JX)

laull (BS)

Look at *mwor C > *mwan C2
(HP : *maan®)
Mien : manl! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : -
Mun : mwan3l (JX)

gwan33 (BS)
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mon?! (C)
m522 (ST)
Siamese : mom33

Chinese:

Look for *Io B> *[pB2
(HP : *b%
Mien : 1231 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : b3 (JX)
Mun : loll (0X)
b31 (BS)

Loud *bhui A > *bhui Al
(HP : *bhuil)
Mien : bui33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : buid3 JX)
Mun : bui33 JX)
bui354 €BS)

Louse *dzhel B > *dzhei Bl

Mien : dzei3s4 / dzoi3%4
(TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : gei3d4 (JX)
Mun : 0eild JX)
0ei4d’ (BS)

Chinese: tsei33 (O)

Lungs *phlom A > *phlom Al

(HP : *-hl-ml)

Mien : phjom33 (TH,BS)
phom33 (LP, JX)

Muen : phum33 (JX)

Mun : phlom33 (JX)
plum354 (BS)

Mat *d21k D > *tsi? D2 (HP : *-i8)
Mien : tsi?2! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tsi?21 JX)
Mun : i3l (JX)

¢i33’ (BS)

tsek33 (G)
tsiak22 (SW)
tshia?33 (ST)

Chinese:
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Melt *juk D > *ju? D2 (HP : *yu?%)
Mien : ju??! (TH,LPJX,BS)
Muen : ju??l (JX)

Mun : judl’ 0X)ju33’ (BS)

Mix *kwop D > *kwap D1
Mien : kap? (TH)
Muen : kop# (JX)

Mun : kap* (BS)
Chinese: kap33 (C)

Monkey *7bin A > *big Al

(HP : *bigl)

Mien : big33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
bi33 (YS)

Muen : -

Mun : big# (JX) bigl3 (BS)

Siamese : lin33

Moon *hla C > *hla: Cl
(HP : *lhaad)
Mien : Ja:l3 (TH,LPJX,BS)
Muen : la:l3 JX)
Mun : lall (JX)
la:354 (BS)

Mortar *toi C> *toi Cl

Mien : til3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
945 (YS)

Muen : ti43 (JX)

Mun : i3l (JX)
ti33 (BS)

Mountain *tson A > *tsog Al
(HP : *ts2ongll)

Mien : tson33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tson33 (JX)

Mun : tsop945 (JX)

tson 13 (BS)

san 55 (C)

siia 33 (ST)

Chinese:

Moustache *sjhwam A >
*sjiwaim A1l
Mien : sjam33 (TH,LPJX,BS)

Proto-Mjuenic

Muen : ¢uom33 (JX)
Mun : som334 (BS)

Nail (ﬁnger) *gwai C > *gwai Cl
Mien : gwai231 (TH)

gwail3 (LP,JX,BS)
Muen : gwai4d /gai43 (JX)
Mun : waidl (0X)

wai33 (BS)

Name *7bua C> *bua CI
(HP : *buad)
Mien : bual3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : bu# (JX)
Mun : budl (JX)
bu33 (BS)

Narrow *gepD > *yepD > *hAep D
*hep D2 (HP : *gepd)

Mien : hep?! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : hepl! (JX)

Mun : hep?!l JX)

hep22 (BS)
Chinese:  kip?2 (C)
Siamese : kheep?!

Navel *n?dut D > *ndut D1

(HP : *dut))

Mien : kasia3l nut4d
(TH,LP,JX,BS)
dot43 (YS)

M.n : pisull dut43 JX)
Mun : pau3l dut43 (JX)
nau43’ dut#4 (BS)

Near *fot D > *fat D1 (HP : *fat’)
Mien : fat45 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : sat®d (JX)

Mun : ©at¥ (BS)

Neck *klan A > *klam Al

(HP : *klaanl)

Mien : tgam33 (TH,BS)
kam?33 (LP, JX)
kla:33 (YS)
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Muen : kam33 (JX)
Mun : klag? (JX)
klam!3 (BS)
Chinese: ken33 (G)
kian3> (SW)
k&22 (ST)
Siamese : kham33 ‘chin’

Needle *¢im A > *gim Al

(HP : *siml)

Mien : sim33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
§im33 (YS)

Muen : ¢im33 (JX)

Mun : 0im33 (JX)
0im354 (BS)

Chinese: tsam?3 (G)
tsimJ3 (SW)

tsam33 (ST)
Siamese : khem?25

New *sjopg A > *sjan Al
(HP : *ShAp-)
Mien : sjan(TH)

sian (LP,JX,BS,YS)
Muen : sion33/¢an33 (JX)
Mun : e¢an33 (JX)
Chinese: sand3d (G)

sen33 (SW)

sin33 (ST)

sin33 (M)

News, Letter *fjen C > *fjen Cl1
(HP : *syen 5A)

Mien : fionl3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : sonl3 (JX)

Mun : ©anll (JX)

8in354 (BS)

Nine *ndus A > *duo A2

(HP : *dua-)

Mien : dua3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
du3l (YS)

Muen : du3l (JX)
Mun : du3l JX) dull (BS)
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Old *kO C > *ko C1 (HP: *ko! 5)
Mien : kol3 (TH)
kul3 (JX,LP,BS)
kudd (YS)
Muen : ko# (JX)
Mun : ko3l (X)
ko33 (BS)
Chinese: ku35 (C)
kou31 (ST)
Siamese: kau?! ‘old (thing)’

Open, Spread *khoi A > *khoi Al
(HP : *khoil)
Mien : khoi33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : khoi33 (JX)
Mun : khoi33 (JX)
koi354 (BS)
Chinese: hoi?3 (G)
hyai33 (SW)
khai33 (ST)
Siamese: khai?d ‘open (v.)’

Otter *tshat D > *tsha:t D1

Mien : tshat43 (TH,YS)
tsha:t4d (LP,JX,BS)

Muen : tshait?d (JX)

Mun : tshait4 (JX)

tsat#4 (BS)
Paddy field *rin A > *yin A2
(HP : *rip?)
Mien : lig3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
li31 (YS)

Muen : gig3l (JX)
Mun : gig3l JX)
gip!! (BS)

Pain *?mun A > *mun Al
Mien : mun33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

miin33 (YS)
Muen : mun33 (JX)
Mun : mun4’ (JX) munl3 (BS)
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Palm (hand) *tswag B > *tswam Bl

Mien : tsam334/tsan334
(TH,LP,JX)

Muen : tsuan3 (JX)

Mun -

Chinese: tsgn3d (G)
tsian’S (SW)
tsia*! (ST)

Peel *Imek D > *mel? D1/
*phlei B > *phlei B1

Mien : me¥3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : phaid¥*4 (JX)

Mun : phleil3 (JX)

plai®d’ (BS)

phei?! (C)

phue?3 (ST) ‘skin’

Penis *kloi C > *klai C1

Chinese:

(HP : *kyaid)
Mien : tgail3/tcel3 (TH)
teail3 (BS)
kail3 (LPJX)
Muen : kje43 (JX)
Mun : kjai3l (JX)
kjai33 (BS)

Pig *dun B > *tun B2 (HP : *tuan?)

Mien : tum23! (TH,LPJX,BS)
til3 (YS)

Muen : tugl3 (JX)

Mun : tonl! (JX) tun3l (BS)

Pillar *ton A > *ton Al
Mien : ton33(TH)

Muen : ton33 (JX)

Mun : ton® (JX)
ton13 (BS)

Siamese : ton’! ‘clf. for trees, pillars
or poles’

Place across *kja C > *kja: Cl
Mien : kja:l3 (LPJX)
tea:13 (BS)
Muen : tgad (JX)
Mun : tga3l JX)
tca:33 (BS)

Chinese: ka33 (C) ke22 (ST)

Proto-Mjuenic

Plough *roi A > *yai A2

(HP : *rai?)
Mien : lai3l (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : gai3l JX)
Mun : gjaill (BS)
Chinese: lai2l (C)
bidS (ST)

Point (v.) *Inuk D > *nu? D1
Mien : nu?¥ (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : nu? (JX)
Mun : nu¥ (JX)
nul3’ (BS)
Pot *tshen A > *tshen Al
(HP : *henl)
Mien : tshen33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tshen33 (JX)
Mun : tshen33 (JX)
tsen354 (BS)
Chinese: tshan33 (C)
Potato, Yam *ndoi A > *doi A2
(HP : *doi?)
Mien : doi3l (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen doi3l (JX)

Mun : doill (BS)

Prepare *mben C > *ben C2
Mien : benll (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : -

Mun : -

Present (v.), Send sb.off
*fun C > *fug Cl1
Mien : fuml3 (TH)

funl3 (LP,JX,BS)

Muen : sup!3 (JX)

Mun : 6unpdl (JX)
6u33 (BS)

Chinese: son33 (C) san2! (ST)
sond! (M)

Siamese: son?l
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Press, Squeeze *Injon B > *njan
B1 (HP : *n-n3)

Mien : nan334 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : nen354 (JX)

Mun : nenl3 (JX)

nen33 (BS)
Chinese: nan33 (C)
Siamese: khan4

Pull out *pen A > *pepg A 1

(HP : *plegl)

Mien : pen33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : -

Mun : peg® (JX) penl3 (BS)

Chinese: man?? (G) man33 (SW)
marP! (ST)

Pus *norj C > *non C2 (HP : *n-nP)
Mien : nonl! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : nopll (JX)

Mun : nondl (JX)

non33 (BS)
Chinese: non?2! (C)
Siamese: nom?2>

Rain *mblug C> *blug C2
Mien : bjunl! (BS)
bjun!l (TH)
bugi! (LP,JX)
blil! (YS)
Muen : bugll (JX)
Mun : bon3! (JX) bug33 (BS)

Rat *nau B > *nawu B2/ *?duk D >
*du? D1

Mien : naw?3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : du?¥5 (JX)
Mun : du43 (JX)
dul3’ (BS)
Siamese: nu:2d

Read *dwok D > *two? D2

(HP : *to28)

Mien : to??! (TH,BS)
tu?21 (LP,JX)
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Muen : tua??l (JX)
Mun : toudl (JX)
533’ (BS)
tok22 (C)
thak33 (ST)
tu33 (M)

Chinese:

Red *clk D > *¢i? D1 (HP : *si?7)
Mien : i3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
se?43 (YS)
Muen : ¢i?4 (JX)
Mun : 6i33 (JX)
0i354 (BS)

Rice (cooked) *hnan C > *hnam Cl
(HP : *nhaagp])
Mien : naml3 (TH,BS)
nag!3 (LP,JX)
Muen : naml3 0X)
Mun : nagll (JX)

na13354 (BS)
Rice (milled) *hmei B > *hmei Bl
(HP : *m-ei-)
Mien : mei3>*/moi3¥4

(TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : mei334/moi3% (JX)
Mun : moil3 (JX)

moi43’ (BS)
Chinese: mai3d (G)

maidd (SW)

bid! (ST)

Rice (plant) *mblou A > *blau A2

(HP : *blau?)

Mien : bjau3! (TH,BS)
bau3! (LP,JX)
blo31 (YS)

Muen : bau3l (JX)

Mun : blau3! (JX)

bjau!l (BS)

miu2l (C)

bie33 (ST)

mjao3> (M)

‘young rice plant’

Chinese:
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Rice (unmilled) *tshuk D > *tshu? D1

(HP *tshu?7)
Mien tshu?45 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tshu?® (JX)
Mun tshu33’ JX)
tsu334 (BS)
Right hand *mbjau C > *bjam C2
(HP : *byaau-)
Mien bjamu!!/ bjaull
(TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : bjaull (JX)
Mun : bjam33 (BS)
Chinese: jao?! (G)
jiuZl (SW)
jiu33 (ST)

Ripe, Well-cooked *dzwok D >
*tswo? D2 (HP : *tg?ua? 8)

Mien tsus?2! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
tsu?34 (YS)
Muen : tsua??l (JX)
Mun sudl’ / gu3l” (JX)
su33’ /¢u33’ (BS)
Chinese: sok?2 (C)
sek33 (ST)
sou3d (M)
Siamese: suk?2l

Road *klou B > *klau Bl

(HP *kyau3)

Mien teau354 (TH,BS)
kau354 (LP,JX)
k1535 (YS)

Muen : kjau354 (JX)

Mun kjaul3 (JX)
kjau3S (BS)

Chinese: tou?2 (C)
tau33 (ST)
taudl (M)

Round *glun A > *klun A2

(HP *klun2)

Mien teun3! (TH,BS)
kun3! (LPJX)
klun31 (YS)

Muen : kun3! (JX)

Proto-Mjuenic

Mun klun3! (JX)
kluntl (BS)
Chinese: jyn2! (G)
jen?l (SW)
Salt *1dzou B > *dzau Bl
(HP : *dzau3)
Mien dzau354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
zau3d (YS)
Muen : dau3¥* (JX)
Mun daul3 (JX) dau3> (BS)
Scented *2dag A > *dam Al
(HP : *daanl)
Mien dam33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : dam33 (JX)
Mun dam® (JX)
dam!3 (BS)
Scissors *dzeu B > *dzeu Bl
(HP *dj-u3)
Mien giu354 / dziu354
(TH,LP,JX,BS)
ge 35 (YS)
Muen : dzeu3¥4 (JX)
Mun dzeul3 (JX)
dzeu3d (BS)

Scratch *pai B *na:i Bl

(HP *fiaai3)

Mien na:i354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : -

Mun nail3 (JX)

na:i3d (BS)
Sea *khoi B > *khoi B1

(HP *khoi3)
Mien khoi354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : khoi334 (JX)
Mun : khoil3 (BS)
koi43’ (BS)
Chinese: hoi35 (G)
hyaiS5 (SW)
haiS1 (ST)
hai214 (M)
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Sectional Division *hrem C >
*hyem Cl1

Mien : lim13 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : geml3 (JX)

Mun : gjem334 (BS)

See *bwot D > *pwat D2
(HP : *pw2at8)
Mien : pwat?l (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : puoat2l (JX)
Mun : fat2l JX)
fat?2 (BS)

Sell *mai C > *maz: C2
(HP : *maaib)
Mien : maill (TH,LP,JX,BS)
ma:ll (YS)
Muen : maill JX)
Mun : mai3l JX)
ma:i33 (BS)
Chinese: mai?2 (C)
boi22 (ST)
mai’l (M)

Separate *rei A > *yei A2
Mien : lei3l/19i3l
(TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : goi3l JX)
Mun : goill (BS)
Chinese: lei2l (C)
1i35 (ST)

Sesame *¢ok D > *gal D1
Mien : sal% (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : ¢al¥d (JX)
Mun : 6a33 (JX)

8a:354 (BS)

Seven *()ni C > *ni C1/C2
Mien : -

Muen : pill (JX)

Mun : pi3! 0X)ni33 (BS)

Sew *rwon A > *ywon A2
Mien : lun3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : guan3! (JX)
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Mun : guon3l (JX)

gonll (BS)
Chinese: lon21 (G) lun21 (SW)
Shade *glom C > *glom Cl1
Mien : -
Muen : gom# (JX)
Mun : glom3! (JX)

glom33 (BS)
Shadow *kloi A > *kloi Al
(HP : *kloil)
Mien : -
Muen : koi33 (0X)
Mun : kbi% (JX)

KI>il3 (BS)
Shake *pau A > *pamu A2
Mien : -
Muen : naw3! (JX)
Mun : namd!l (JX)

naull (BS)
Sharp *roi C> *yai C2
(HP : *raif)
Mien : laill (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : gaill JX)
Mun : gjai3l JX)

gjai33 (BS)
Chinese: lei2l (O)

lai22 (ST)
Shoot *pwon B > *pwan Bl
(HP : *pwond)
Mien : pwan354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

piia33 éYS)
Muen : puon3¥4 (JX)
Mun : fanl3 (JX)

fan35 (BS)

Shop *phou C > *phou C1
Mien : phoul3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : -
Mun : phoul! (JX)
pou354 (BS)
Chinese: phou33 (C) phou?! (ST)
phus1 (M)
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Short (height) *ha C> *ha: Cl
Mien : -
Muen : ha:l3 0X)
Mun : ha!ll (X)
ha:354 (BS)

Short (length) *hn-g B > *hn-5 B1
(HP : *nqd)
Mien : nan334 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : nanl3 (JX)
Mun : nenl3 (JX)

nen?s’ (BS)

Shrlmp *khja A > *khja: Al

Mien : t¢ha:33 (TH,BS)
khja:33 (LP,JX)

Muen : teha:33 (0X)

Mun : teha:33 (JX)
tca:334 (BS)

Chinese: ha33 (C) hed3 (ST)

Silk *fei A > *fei Al

(HP . *feil)
Mien : fei33/foi33
(TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : seid3 /s0i33 JX)
Mun : 004 (JX) 01il3 (BS)
Chinese: si?? (C) si33 (ST)

Silver *nan A > *pam A2

(HP : *paan?)

Mien : pam3! (TH,LP,JX)
nan3! (BS)
nan3l (YS)

Muen : puan3l (JX)
Mun : pam3! (JX)
namn!l (BS)
Chinese: nan2l (C)
gon’> (ST)
Siamese: nyn33

Sit *dzwei B > *tswei B2
Mien : tswei231/tswoi231

(TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : sweil3d/soil3 (JX)
Mun : ©2i31 (BS)

Proto-Mjuenic

tsho33 (G)
tshusa?21 (SW)
ts533 (ST)

Six *kluk D > *klu? D1

Mien : tgu?4 (TH,BS)
ku?45 (LP,JX)
klu?43 (YS)

Muen : kus?4d (JX)

Mun : kjo¥d (JX)
kjo13" /tgo13" (BS)

Chinese:

Skin *?dop D > *dop D1

(HP : *dopl!7)
Mien : dop*? (TH,LP,JX,BS)
dop?3 (YS)

Muen : dop? (JX)
Mun : dop4d (JX) dup** (BS)

Sky *rug A > *yun A2

(HP : *rup?)

Mien : lug3! (LP,JX,BS)
lum3! (TH) 1631 (YS)

Muen : gup3l (JX)

Mun : gunpdl (JX)

gum!! (BS)
Sleep *pwei C > *pwei Cl
(HP : *pwZ2ei5A)
Mien : pweil3/pwail3

(TH,LP,JX,BS)

pwei®? (YS)

Muen : pwei4> (JX)
Mun : f2i31 (JX) f2i33 (BS)

Sleeping *ngjom A *gjom A2

(HP : *gyom?)

Mien : dz:)m31 / mdzom31(TH,BS)
: gom 1 (LP,JX)

Muen 31 (JX)

Mun gpml(JX)gJom“(BS)

Slippery *mblan C *blam C2

(HP : *blagb)

Mien : bjaml!! (TH,BS)
bam1! (LP,JX)
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Muen : bamll (JX)
Mun : blam3! (JX)
blam33 (BS)

Slow *mbla B > *bla: B2
Mien : -

Muen : -

Mun : blall (JX)

bla:3! (BS)

Smell *hnom B > *hnom B1
Mien : nom354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)

n3m33 (YS)
Muen : -
Mun : -

Siamese: dom33

Smoke (n.) *¢iou C > *¢iou Cl1
Mien : sioul3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
siau4d (YS)

Muen : ¢isaul3 (JX)
Mun : ¢isull (JX)
¢iou334 (BS)

Snail (water) *kuai A > *kuai Al
Mien : kuoi33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : kuai33 (JX)
Mun : kuai4d (JX)

kuail3 (BS)
Siamese: hoi2d

Snake *mman A > *nam Al

(HP : *paan!)

Mien : nam33 (TH,LPJX,BS)
nas3 (YS)

Muen : nam33 (JX)

Mun : nam* (JX)
nam!3 (BS)

Snot *mblut D > *blut D2
(HP : *blutd)
Mien : bjut?! (TH,BS)
but21 (LP,JX)
blat34 (YS)
Muen : but?! (JX)
Mun : blut2l (JX) blut22 (BS)
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Socks *mot D > *mat D2
(HP : *mat’)
Mien : mat2l (THLP,JX,BS)
Muen : mat2l (JX)
Mun : mat?l JX)
mat22 (BS)
Chinese: mat22 (C)

Son *twon A > *twon Al

(HP : *tonl)

Mien : tn33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tuan33 (JX)

Mun : ton? (JX) tonl3 (BS)

Son-in-law *lag A > *lam A2
(HP : *aan?)
Mien : lam3! (¥H,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : lam3l (JX)
Mun : lam3! (JX)

laml! (BS)

Sour *sui A > *sui Al
(HP : ‘*suil)
Mien : sui33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : sui33 (JX)
Mun : 6ui33 JX)
Oui3>4 (BS)

Speech *wa C > *wa: C2
Mien : wa:ll (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : wa:ll (JX)
Mun : wasdl (JX)
wa:33 (BS)
Siamese: war! ‘speak’

Spur (of a cock) *dziouB > *tgiou B2
Mien : tgiou231 (TH,BS)
kiau231 (JX,LP)
Muen : teisul3 (JX)
Mun : tgiou3l (BS)
Chinese: jiao?! (ST)

Stairs *thei A > *thei A 1

(HP : *theil)
Mien : thei33/thai33
(TH,LP,JX,BS)
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Muen : thei33

Mun : thai33 JX)
tai334 (BS)

Chinese: thai’S (C)
thui33 (ST)

Stand *sou B > *sou Bl

(HP : *soul3)

Mien : sou334 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : sou3¥ (JX)

Mun : ©6oul3 (X)

Oout’’ (BS)

Star *hrei C > *hyei Cl

(HP : *rheid)

Mien : loil3/]eil3
(TH,LP,JX,BS)
le13 (YS)

Muen : geil3 (JX)

Mun : -

Stay *?7jom A > *jam Al
Mien : ?%iom33(TH)
jiom33 (JX,BS,LP)
Muen : ?%iam33 (JX)
Mun : jam4 (JX)
jam13 (BS)

Stay still, Stop *din A > *tin A2
Mien : tig3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tin3l (JX)
Mun : tip31 JX)

tig!1 (BS)
Chinese: then?2! (C)

the)>3 (ST)

thin> (M)
Siamese: thuon? tin33

‘air one’s opinion in order

to stop the matter’

Steal *nim C > *nim C2

(HP : *nimb)

Mien : niml!l (TH,LPJX,BS)
nim!1 (YS)

Muen : nimll (X)

Mun : -

Proto-Mjuenic

Stick *pja B > *pja: Bl

(HP : *pylaa-)

Mien : pja:354 (TH,BS)
pa:334 (LP,JX)

Muen : pa:334 (JX)

Mun : pjail3 0X)
pja:33 (BS)

Sting *ton C> *tan Cl1

(HP : *t-And)

Mien : tanl3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : -

Mun : tan3!(JX)
tan33 (BS)
Stink *tswei C > *tswei C1
(HP :  *tsPwei5)
Mien : tsweild/tswail3
(TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : swei /50i%5 (JX)
Mun : ©3i 31 (JX)

021 33 (BS)
Chinese: tshao 33 (G)
tshiso (SW)
tshao?2 (ST)
Stone, Rock *Irou A > *yau Al
(HP : “*roul)
Mien : lau33(TH)
gau 33 (YS)

Muen : gau 33 (JX)
Mun : gjau4s (JX)
gjau 13 (BS)

Note : 1a22! pje334 / pei354 1ay33
‘rock’ dzo?21 ]au33 “a stone trivet’

Mien (TH)

Stoop *2dok D > *do? D1

(HP : *do?7)

Mien : do! (TH,BS)
. du?® (LP,JX)

Muen : do?4 (JX)

Mun : -

Story *kou B > *kou Bl
Mien : kou334 (TH,LPJX)
Muen : kou334 (JX)

Mun : koul3 (JX)
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Chinese: ku33 (C) kou31 (ST)
ku3l (M)

Stove *lou A > *lou A2

(HP : *lou2)

Mien : lou3! (TH,LP,JX,BS)

Muen : lou3! (JX)

Mun lou3! JX)
loul! (BS)

Chinese: 1ou2! (C) lou 55 (ST)
1u35 M)

Stump *kwon A > *kwon Al

Mien kon33 (TH,BS)
kuan33 (LP,JX)

Muen : kon33 (JX)

Mun kuon?3 (JX)
konl13 (BS)

Siamese: khom33

‘base of a tree’

Sweat *hAan C > *hamn C2
(HP : *haan®)
Mien : hanll (TH)

hamn!! (LP,JX,BS)

Muen : hamll (JX)
Mun hamn31 (JX) hamn33 (BS)
Chinese: hon?2 (C) han?2 (ST)
han51 (M)
Sweet *kam A > *kaim Al
(HP : *kaaml)
Mien : kam33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : kam33 (JX)
Mun kam%3 (JX)
ka:m13 (BS)
Chinese: kam35 (C)
kam33 (ST)

‘pleasant taste’

Tail *twei B > *twei Bl

(HP : *tweid)

Mien tweidd4 / twai 354
(TH,LP,JX,BS)
tweidd (YS)

Muen : t0i3%4 (JX)

Mun 2113 (JX)
toi35 (BS)

Chinese: mei3?d (G)
meidd (SW)
byed! (ST)

Take *tsok D > *tso? D1

Mien tso?45 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tso?45 (JX)
Mun tso45 (BS)

Taro *gou C> *you C>
*Aou C > *hou C2

Mien : houll (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : houll (JX)
Mun hou314(JX)
hou33 (BS)
Chinese: ?0u2l (ST)

Teach *2dzau C > *dzawm Cl1
(HP : *djaau))

Mien : dzawl3 (TH,BS)

Muen : dzau* (JX)

Mun dzam3! JX)
dja:u33 (BS)

Chinese: kao33 (C) ka22 (ST)

Ten *dzjop D > *tgjap D2

(HP : *tsy2ep 8)

Mien : tsiop2! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
tsiop34 (YS)

Muen : giop2l (JX)

Mun ¢ap2! / sap?! (JX)
sap22 (BS)

Chinese: sap?2 (G) sip?2 (SW)
tsapdd (ST)

Thick *goB > *yoB > *AoB >

*ho B2 (HP : *h-4)

Mien : ho231 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
hol3 (YS)

Muen : hol3 (JX)

Mun : holl JX) hu3l (BS)

Chinese: hau33 (G) hou33 (SW)

kau35 (ST)
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226 Proto-Mjuenic

Thin *gloi C> *klai C2

(HP : *kyai®) Tie (turban) *peu A > *peu Al
Mien : aJ“ (écse)ll (TH) Mien : peu33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
teaill Muen : peu33 ax)
111
TSI
Muen : k)&:“ JX) _ peu’> (BS)
Mun : kjai33 (BS) Chinese:  pao?3 (C) pao33 (ST)
Thorn *2dzim B > *dzim Bl Tiptoe *nldjen C > *ndjen C1
(HP : *djim23) Mien : nenl3/nigl!3 (TH)
Mien : gim334/dzim354 nenl3 (LP,JX,BS)
grlr;l LPY ,JX,BS) Muen : d.el]3435 Ix)
Muen : dzim3 (JX) Mun :' dip '(stl)
Mun leml (JX) Siamese: kha-]eq
dzim?> (BS) Tired *khwon C > *khwon Cl1
Thousand *tshin A > *tshin Al (HP : *khwon?)
(HP : ‘*tshinl) Mien : khuanl3 (TH)
Mien : tshin33 (TH,LP,JX,BS) khon13 (LP,JX,BS)
Muen : §in33 (JX) Muen : khuonl3 (JX)
Mun : thin33 (JX) Mun : khuanll JX)
tin354 (BS) kon354 (BS)
Chinese: tshind3 (G) Chinese: kuan33 (ST)
tshin33 (SW) Siamese: nwai2l ?omn2l
tshoi33 (ST
shot> (ST) Tongue *mbliot D > *bliot D2
Thread *sui C > *sui C1 (HP : *byet?8)
(HP : *suid) Mien : blatg (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Mien : suil3 (TH,LP,JX,BS biot>" (YS)
noioosm o ) Muen :  biot2! (1X)
Muen : sui'? (JX) M . 21
Lo - : - blia2! (IX)
Mun : 6uill (JX)
. biot22 (BS)
Bui3>* (BS)
Tooth *na A > *pa: A2
Three *pus A > *puo Al (HP :  *fiaa2)
(HP : *plual) Mien : pa:3l
Mien : pua33 (TH,LP,JX,BS) (TH YS,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : pu33 (JX) Muen : pa 31 (JX)
. 45 Mun 31 (J1X)
Mun . po (JX) 11
13/ pul3 (BS ﬁa (BS)
po’”/pu’- (BS) Chinese: na2! (C)
ge>> (ST)
Tie *soi A > *sai A1 (HP : *sail)
Mien : sai33 (TH,BS) Tortoise *do C > *to C2
Muen : sai33 (JX) (HP : *tob)
Mun : 0ai33 (JX) 0ai354 (BS) Mien : toll (TH,BS)

tull (LP,JX)
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Muen : toll JX)
Mun w3 (IX) 1033 (BS)
Siamese: tau2l

Tree, Wood *1djon C > *djag Cl1

(HP *dyarp)

Mien djan!3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
dja43 (YS)

Muen : disng® (JX)

Mun djan3! JX)
djan33 (BS)

Chinese: lgn?! (G)

lian2! (SW)
niied3 (ST) ‘pole’

Trousers *khwa C > *khwa: C1

(HP *h-u?)
Mien houl3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : khwa:l3 (JX)
Mun : khwa:ll 0X)
kwa:354 (BS)
Chinese: khou?! (ST)

Turn (one’s head) *hwin A > *hwin Al

Mien : win33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : win33 (JX)

Mun : win33 (JX) win354 (BS)
Siamese: phin23, hin25, han25

Two *Mui A > *7ui Al

(HP : *i-)
Mien : %2 33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : wi33 (JX)
Mun 7 45 0X)
7i 13 (BS)
Chinese: -1 22 (C)
Siamese:  ji Sl
Under *-2dio B > *-dia Bl
(HP *_dia? 3)
Mien kodio354 / dig354
(TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : 2adi3%4/di3¥% (X)
Mun kadil3 (JX) kadi33 (BS)
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Urine *wja B > *wja: B2
(HP  : *wyial4)
Mien : jio231 (TH)

wis231 (LP,JX,BS)

wil3 (YS)
Muen :  wuald (JX)
Mun waill (JX) wa:31 (BS)
Chinese: jie22 (ST)
Siamese: jioudl

Use *nlong C > *nlog C2

Mien log!! (TH,LP,JX)
Muen : nopll (JX)
Mun 31 JX)

nor33 (BS)
Chinese: lon22 (C)

nogd1 (M)

Vagina *tiot D > *tiaot D1

Mien tiot43 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tiot3 (JX)
Mun : -
Vegetable *Iroi A > *yai Al
(HP : *rail)
Mien : 1ai33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : gail33 (JX)
Mun gai4> (JX)
gjajl3 (BS)
Village *rang A > *yam B2
(HP *raan®)
Mien 130231 / lan]231
(TH,BS)
Muen : lanp23! (LP, JX)
1a:13 (YS)
Mun gan!3 (JX)
gjag!! 0X)
gjan3! (BS)
Vomit *?0 B > *70 Bl
Mien : -
Muen : 20354 (JX)
Mun 2013 (JX) 7035 (BS)
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Wait *tsuo B > *tsuo Bl

HP : *lual)

Mien : tsus334 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : tsu334 (JX)

Mun : tsul3 (0X) tsu3s (BS)

Warm (v.) *hnut D > *hput D1
Mien : put®d (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : put4d (JX)

Mun : put®d (JX) nut44 (BS)

Wash *2dzau C > *dzawu Cl1

(HP : *dzlaau))

Mien : dzawl3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
za™® (YS)

Muen : daw4S (JX)

Mun : dau3! (JX)dam33 (BS)

Wash (clothes) *dzho C > *dzho Cl1

(HP : *dzhlol5)

Mien dzol3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
zul3 (YS)

Muen : dol3 (JX)

Mun : dol!l (JX) du334 (BS)

Water *?wom A > *?wam Al
(HP : *w-ml)

Mien 2uam33 (TH)
wam33 (LP,JX,BS)
wiio33 (YS)
Muen : wam33 (JX)
Mun : wam4 (JX) waml3 (BS)
Weave (basket) *tsjok D > *tsja? D1
(HP : *ts?ial7)
Mien : tsio?¥d (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : ¢ioM (JX)
Mun : a3’ (BS)
sart? (JX)
Chinese: tsekdd (C)
tsik22 (ST)

Weave (cloth) *?dot D > *dat D1

Mien dat43 (TH,LP,JX,BS,YS)
Muen : dat43 (JX)
Mun : dat4 (JX)

dat#4 (BS)

Proto-Mjuenic

Wet *2don A > *don Al

(HP : *donl)

Mien : don33 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : -

Mun : don4d (JX)

donl3 (BS)
White *bek D > *pe? D2
(HP . *ple?8)
Mien : pe??! (TH,LP,JX,BS)
pe?34 (YS)
Muen : pe??! (JX)
Mun : pedl’ (JX)
pe33’ (BS)
Chinese: pak?22 (C)
pe?4> (ST)
Wide *kj?wan B > *kjwan Bl
(HP *kwyaa133)

Mien : tgan334 (TH)
kwian334 (LP,JX,BS)

Muen : kwan334 (JX)
Mun : kwanl3 (JX)
kwan3S (BS)
Chinese: kwan33 (G)
kon35 (SW)
kwand! (ST)
Siamese: kwaar?]

Wife *?u B > *?au B1 (HP : *?aud)
Mien : ?2au354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : ?2au354 (JX)

Mun : ?aul3 (X) 2au3’ (BS)

Win *fig A > *hif A2
Mien : hig3! (THLPJX,BS)

Muen : hing3l (JX)

Mun : hig3l (JX)
hin!1 (BS)

Chinese: hen33 sen33 (C)
hen33 (ST)

Wind *1dzjau C > *dzjamu C1

(HP : dzyaauwd)

Mien dzjam!3 (TH,LP,LX,BS)
zja?3 (YS)
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Muen : dzau?? (JX)
Mun : dzaw3l (JX)
djau33 (BS)

Wing *2dat D > *da:t D1
(HP : *daat))
Mien : dai43 (TH)
dat4> (YS,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : dai4> (JX)
Mun : da® (JX) dai44 (BS)

Wipe off *swot D > *swot D1
Mien : soi4d (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : suat4d (JX)

Mun : sot4 (BS)
Chinese: tshat3d (G)
tshet33 (SW)
tshik22 (ST)

Siamese: tghet#d

Write *fio B > *fio Bl

Mien : fia354 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
Muen : sia354 (JX)

Mun : -

Year *hpog C> *hpan Cl

(HP : *ihAnd)

Mien : pan!3 (TH,LPJX,BS)
Muen : pionl3 (JX)

Mun : panll JX)

nan334 (BS)
Yellow *wjon A > *wjan A2
(HP : *wyan?)

Mien : jan3l (TH)
wjan3! (LP,JX,BS)
Muen : wuan3! (JX)

Mun : wan3l (JX)
wan!l (BS)

Chinese: won2l (C)
2 (ST)

You *mwei A > *mwel A2
(HP : *mwei?)
Mien : moi3l (TH)

mwei3l (YS,LP,JX,BS)

Muen
Mun

229

mwei3l (JX)
mui3l (JX) maill (BS)

Young *?run C > *yun Cl1

(HP
Mien

Muen :

Mun

Chinese:

Siamese:

*run5)

lunl3 (TH,LP,JX,BS)
gun43 (JX)

gun31 (JX) gun33 (BS)
lyn22 (G)

nun22 (SW)

nin 51 (ST)

rund! sam?5 ‘young girl’

‘teenager’
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