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1. Introduction?

. I worked on Pumi phonology in Kunming from March 7th to 29th, 1996,
with a consultant named Hé Shikai, a young woman in her early twenties.
Ms. Heé, a student in the Foreign Languages Department (Waiyuxi) of the Yunnan
Minzu Xueyuan (Yunnan Institute of Nationality Studies), speaks excellent
Mandarin, but despite having lived in Kunming for several years, she retains a
perfect command of Pumi, since she makes frequent trips home and stays in close

touch with her family. She is from Dayang Village, in northern Lanping County,
Yunnan.3

Like the other Qiangic languages,* Pumi has an extremely complex
phonology, and shows considerable internal dialectal diversification.> Several
other dialects have been described in the literature. The Pumi-yu jianzhi (Lu
Shaozun 1983) contains data from Jinghua (also spoken in Lanping County,
Yunnan) and Taoba (Muli County, Sichuan). Daydng is different from them both,
but closer to Jinghua than to Taoba. The Taoba and Jinghua dialects also represent
Pumi in “ZMYYC” (Sun et al., 1991), where they appear as languages #10 and

1This paper is affectionately dedicated to Paul K. Benedict, my mentor and inspiration for
the past thirty years. An earlier version was presented at the 29th International Conference on
Sino-Tibetan Languages and Linguistics, Noordwijkerhout, Netherlands, in October 1996.

2My thanks to Joshua Guenter for entering my fieldnotes into the computer during the
summer of 1996, and to Picus Ding, Zev Handel, Elisabeth Hsu, and Randy J. La Polla for helpful
comments on the first version of this paper.

3This is quite close to the Naxi /Moso area in Lijiang County; Ms. Hé claims that she can
understand spoken Moso without difficulty. Hé Shukai has also worked briefly as a consultant
with Dai Qingxia, as well as with Picus Ding, a student at Australian National University in
Canberra, who has worked mostly on the Niuwozi dialect.

4The Qiangic group of languages, formerly vaguely known to Western linguists under the
pejorative name of Xifan (“Western barbarian™) or Dzorgaic (R. Shafer), and regarded as a
“residual type of Loloish”, have only come into sharp focus within the last 15 years or so, thanks
to the work of Chinese linguists like Sun Hongkai, Dai Qingxia, and Huang Bufan, who have
demonstrated that they constitute an independent branch of Tibeto-Burman, with about a dozen
members, including Ergong, Ersu, Guiqiong, Muya, Namuyi, Pumi, Qiang, Queyu, Rgyalrong
(=Jiarong = rGyarong), Shixing, and Zhaba, as well as the extinct Xixia or Tangut (see below 6.1).

5The total number of Pumi speakers is only about 30,000. They earn their livelihood
mostly as orchardists, cultivating a wide variety of fruit- and nut-trees.
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#11 respectively. In “TBL” (Dai et al, 1992) data is presented from the “Lanping”
dialect (identical to ZMYYC’s “Jinghua”) and Jiulong {from Ganzi Prefecture,
Sichuan), #9 and #10, respectively.

The name “Pumi” is a Chinese exonym that more or less approximates the
pronunciation of the autonym, pronounced pshé&éN-mi in the Daydng dialect,
which clearly means ‘White People’ (pshéN ‘white’). This morpheme seems to
£0 back to Proto-Qiangic *pram (cf. Rgyalrong kopram), distinct from the much
more widely attested TB root *plu “‘white; silver’. Other authors have called the
language “Primi” or “Prinmi”, but for the moment we are sticking with the better-
known exonym.

This paper is far from a definitive treatment of the Daydng dialect, and
merely represents work in progress. In particular, many problems remain with
respect to the details of tone sandhi in polysyllabic words and collocations. I hope
soon to undertake a more systematic study of comparative Qiangic phonology.

2. Syllable structure
Syllable canon

(B Gi (G)TV (y/w) (N)
G=y w ¥z I3

F -> ¢ /____ Labial
-—> S /I Dental
-> /_ _ Palatals
-> [ Postvelars

F --> [+voiced] /______ [+voiced]
ie.d>P; s>z, [>3; 4>58

Reduced stress syllables

| Dayang has many sesquisyllabic words, with schwa vocalism in the minor
syllable. I usually separate these toneless presyllables from the following root by
a hyphen.

-%%émpor‘tam subset are verb roots preceded by directional prefixes (see below
5.022).

*Also reduced first syllables in N-N compounds (which generally tend to have
jambic stress patterns in TB languages):

¢épi ‘belly’ > ¢pa-tJéu ‘navel’
tJ§ ‘water’ > tfo-¢pd ‘boiled water’
«Sometimes (especially before liquids or nasals) the schwa is elided,
leading to secondary phonetic clusters like [vr]. See below 3.04.
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Nasalized vowels

There are no final buccal consonants in Pumi syllables, though
nasalization of the vowel is usually a reliable indicator of an earlier syllable-final
*nasal. Occasionally one has the impression of hearing a real consonantal -n or

- (but never -m) at the end of a syllable, though this is unreliable and disappears
on repetition.

3. Initial Consonants

Qiangic is a “consonant-prominent” subgroup of TB, with a rich
proliferation of syllable onsets reminiscent, e.g. of Hmongic languages. Within
Qiangic, the most elaborate consonantal repertories are to be found in the many
dialects of the Rgyalrong and Ergong languages, which can have as many as 200-
300 initial contrasts. Dayang Pumi, while not quite in that league, still has at least
125 syllable onsets.

3.01 Simple consonants

p t ts t ts tf tc k q
ph th tsh th tsh tfh tch kh gh
b d dz d dz, dz g
¢ S S J o X h
\ Z Z Y hi
m n I, 1)
mn
w 1 r y

i

3.02 Clusters with -w-

tw stw (W tsw  tsw ctew  kw qw XqW
[thw] sthw thw tshw tshw tfhw c¢tchw khw ghw yghw
[dw?] zdw dw dzw dzw d3zw zdzw gw

SW sfw SW fw cfw  xw
ZW YW

Iw W

fw

Several different phonemic scenarios are possible with respect to medial [-w-]:

(a) Restrictions in terms of preceding consonant: if the -w- only occurs after
consonants at a certain position of articulation, e.g. velars, it may be best to
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consider the labialization as part of the Ci. Thus Proto-Hlai is reconstructed with a
series of *labiovelars.

(b) Restrictions in terms of following vowel: the -w- occurs after Ci’s at
several positions of articulation (perhaps excluding labials), but only before
certain vowels. This i1s the case, e.g. with Written Burmese and Mzieme
(Angamoid Branch of Naga)’, where -w- occurs only before -a and -e, so that it is
best regarded as part of the thyme.

(c) Relatively unrestricted either in terms of the Ci or the following vowel.
This is the situation in Pumi, where -w- occurs freely after all consonantal
positions except labials, and before all vowels except back rounded /u o ov/.
However, the vowel /-0o/ is automatically “pronounced with labialization of the
preceding consonant, e.g. /ro/ ‘chicken’ [r*0].8 This is in fact the chief auditory
clue for distinguishing the rhymes /-o/ and /-ou/, since labialization of the Ci does
NOT take place before /-ou/.

In general, then, Pumi [-w-] can be considered to be relatively independent
of the preceding and following segments, constituting a separate structural part of
the syllable.

In some words with high front vowel, the glide [w] is realized as a non-
syllabic rounded glide [y], similar to that in French nuit [nyi}:

‘liver’ tswiN [tsyiN] < PTB *m-sin
‘handspan’ tchwi [tchyi] < PTB *m-twa
‘pull/drag’ tswiN [tsyiN]

‘shoe’ tswi [tsyi]

3.03 Clusters with -y-

py ¢py ty [sty] tsy

phy ¢phy thy tshy Jtfhy
by Bby dy dzy
sy Xy
zy
my ly
ty

Note the absence of velar-plus-y clusters.

6See Matisoff 1988b:291

TNamkung, ed. 1996:309-10.

8See below 4.0, Vowels. There are a number of words where w- occurs as the Ci before
the vowel /-o/, e.g. wd ‘tiger’, wo-mf ‘guest’, wbé ‘mouse’. These words could be analyzed as
having zero-initial, but there seems little point to this, since it complicates the syllable canon, and
initial w- occurs freely before other vowels as well, including /-ou/.
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3.04 Reflexes of liquid clusters

Tibeto-Burman medial liquids */-r- -1-/ have left more indirect traces in
Dayadng Pumi:

(a) Labials plus liquids.

Although the details are still far from clear, *labial-plus-liquid clusters
have developed into two series of labial affricates: one retroflex and one palatal.
The palatal series is redundantly (and optionally) pronounced with an epenthetic
stop between the labial and fricative elements. This epenthetic stop is the most
salient feature distinguishing the two series, and the recording linguist is grateful
for it. The offglides in the aspirated and voiced members of the retroflex series
/psh bz/ are s and z respectively; in the plain member of this series, the offglide
varies between [z ] and a fricative r-sound similar to Czech /i/:

pz_ (pr] pl [ptf]
psh p/h [pt[h]
bz, b3z [bd3]

The distinction between TB medial *-r- and *-I- is fragile at best, and it
would be too much to suppose that the two Pumi series reflect different proto-
liquid medials. There is too much variability; nothing is this neat.

There is at least one excellent example of TB *pw- > Daydng p(t)fh:
PIG PTB *p-wak > Dayang ptfhod

False labial-plus-liquid clusters
Sometimes the optional elision of schwa from the minor syllable of a

sesquisyllabic word gives rise to a secondary phonetic cluster that does not yet
have systemic status, €.g.:

[vr]  ‘scar’ vra-tshi ~ vora-tshu
[pr] ‘foodstuff’ pra ~ pora

[br]  ‘snake’ bra ~ bora

[bl}] ‘hip’ XyON-blbH ~ xyON-bolb

In these cases the schwa returns in careful speech.?
(b) Velars plus liquids

Dayang Pumi has a full series of retroflex stops, which do not occur in
other known Pumi dialects, even the closely related Jinghua.

l v
th thw
d dw

9Similar elision of the schwa may also occur before nasals: BODY gomfi ~ gmf.
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These usually derive from TB clusters of *velars-plus-liquid, e.g.

PTB Daydng  Jinghua Taoba Lahu
‘daughter-in-law’  *krway thi tsho!3 tsii®*tsho> 5-kh#-ma
‘foot’ *kroy tht tsho>> tsho>? kht
‘gall’ *m-Kris i tsa>’ tsa°’ k¥
‘garden’ *kram thd kho
‘hawk/eagle’ *glan [D tsp'’ tse®
‘horn’ *Kkrow (h& tshy> tshii* kho
‘six’ *d-krok thu tshu' tshu’’ kh3?
‘star’ *?groy (PLB) dt dzo" dz o® ma?7-ko
‘thread’ ¥Krin 45 dz y* dz 0> khe

This is not the whole story, however. These retroflexes (especially the
voiced member d) also seem to have other sources, e.g. ¥*pw- and *ly-:

‘chaff’ PTB ¥pwaay > Dayang qwbd
‘lick’ PTB *m-lyak > Daying dp

The word for DIG is interesting: Dayang {& looks as if it is related to the
widespread TB root *du (STC #258); but PTB *-u usually goes to Daydng -u,
and we have seen that the Daydng retroflexes do not derive from plain *dental

stops. Perhaps a better comparison here is PTB *klaw ‘dig out, weed’ (STC
#269).

3.05 Clusters with fricative prefix

F > ¢, B / Labial
--> s, z / Dental
--> L3 [/ Palatals
-> X, 6 [/ (Post)velars

Like the Jinghua dialect,10 Daydng has a fricative preinitial or prefix that
is homorganic to the following stop or affricate Ciand that agrees with it in
voicing. This prefix occurs before root-initials at all positions of articulation
(except that the velar/postvelar, retroflex/palatal, and alveo-/lamino-palatal
contrasts are neutralized after the prefix). The prefixed root-initial may also be
followed by a glide, yielding clusters of three consonants (F + Ci +QG):

¢p  ¢py st stw  [tf  [tfw X4 Xqw
¢ph  ¢phy sth sthw Jtfh  ftfhw [tfhy xgh xghw
b Bby zd zdw z3dz  3d3W Kg

Before the laminopalatal (or “grooved”) fricatives there is a shaky contrast
between a dental and a palatal onset:

sf sfw cf cfw
z3

10See Namkung, ed. 1996:371-2.
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With respect to nasals, TB *s- seems to have left an overt trace in Dayang
Pumi only in the shape of voiceless /‘m/, as in pi ‘medicine’ (compare WT
sman). Other Pumi dialects preserve *s + nasal clusters better: Jinghua has both
/m/ and /y/, while Taoba has a full set at four positions of articulation: /m, n, ., f)/.

3.06 Composite chart of Daydng Pumi initial consonants

P PY
ph phy
b by
t ty tw
th thy [thw]
d dy [dw?]
k kw
kh khw
g -hed
q qw
gh ghw
i (W
th thw
d dw
1]
tfh tfhw
dz dzw
S Sy Sw
cfw
Z zy
¢
h
\
h

m my mr/mz

op  Ppy
¢ph ¢phy
b Pby
st  [sty]
sth
zd
X9
Xgh
G
ts  tsy
tsh tshy
dz dzy
Jtf
Jt/h
3d3
sf
73
m
1
{

PZ
psh
bz,
Stw
sthw
zdw
Xqw
xqhw
tsw ts
tshw tsh
dzw dz,
Jtfw
Jtthw  [tfhy
3d3w
sfw S
4
n
Iw ly r
tw ly

11§ometimes phonetically fricativized, /3/.
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[pf] pf
psh
b3

tsw

tshw
swo [

Z_W

n

fw oyl

[ptf]
[ptfh]
[bd3]

1)

tc
tch

XWwW

YW

tchw

Xy






