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TEXT
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TRANSLATION


The first is dana parami; the act of donation is called dana.


The second is sila parami, which means practising morality.


The third is metta parami, which is pitying and showing loving kindness to all beings.


The fourth is pañña parami, which is grasping good knowledge.


The fifth is viriya parami, which is trying hard to do ones tasks.


The sixth is nekkhama parami, which is to observe the practises of hermits and monks.


The seventh is sacca parami, which is to firmly observe truth.


The eighth is khanti parami, which is to tolerate pain and to control onself.


The ninth is adhitthana parami, which is to have strong determination to work.


The tenth is upekkha parami, which is to see with equanimity.

ANALYSIS:

Link to Photograph of the Manuscript of The Ten Perfections
1) 
1
da-^
pa_^mI
Anq
lU
tnq
da-^
/

l*N2
daa1 naa2
pa1 ra1 mii1
an2
luu1
taan2
daa1 naa2


one
dana 
parami
CLF
donate
donate
dana

‘The first is dana parami; the act of donation is called dana.

2)
2
sIlX
pa_^mI
Anq
xmq
sinq
pnq
sinq
/


sqN1
sii1 la1
pa1 ra1 mii1
an2
khaam1
sin1
pan2
sin1


two
sila
parami
CLF
accept
morality
give*
morality

‘The second is sila parami, which means practising morality.’

Notes:
The phrase khaam1 sin1 pan2 sin1, literally ‘to give and receive morality’, is to be translated as ‘practise morality’. In everyday speech it would normally be given as simply pan2 sin1.

3)
3
mitqa
pa_^mI
Anq
AInU
mitTqa
nJwqmJwq
satawoa
/

saam1
mjt1 taa1
pa1 ra1 mii1
an2
ii1 nuu1
mjt1 taa1
n*3 m*2
sa1 ta1 waa1


three
metta*
parami
CLF
pity
metta
beings**
beings


‘The third is metta parami, which is pitying and showing loving kindness to all beings.’

Notes:
* Shan mitqHtaG, which would suggest mit3 taa1.


** Literally ‘meat-time’, this refers to all creatures that can move and appears to be a fixed expression found in books and other literary texts.

4)
4
pigqNa
pa_^mI
Anq
kmq
pigqNa
Anq
nI


sii1
piN1 Maa1
pa1 ra1 mii1
an2
kam2
piN1 Maa1
an2
nii2


four
pañña
parami
CLF
grasp
knowledge
CLF
good

‘The fourth is pañña parami, which is grasping good knowledge.’

5)
5
wIrIya
pa_^mI
Anq
hitq
Anq
hj
Anq
kJkq
kU


haa3
wi1 ri1 yaa1
pa1 ra1 mii1
an2
hit1
an2
haai1
an2
k*k1
kuu2


five
viriya
parami
CLF
do
CLF
EUPH
CLF
try
EUPH

‘The fifth is viriya parami, which is trying hard to do one’s tasks.

6)
6
nikqxna
pa_^mI
Anq
pj



hok1
njk1 kha1 ma3
pa1 ra1 mii1
an2
pai2


six
nekkhama
parami
CLF
go


kmqkigq
raes
rahnq


kam2 kjN3
ra1 sj1
ra1 haan1


observe
hermit
monk

‘The sixth is nekkhama parami, which is to observe the practises of hermits and monks.’

Note:
Nekkhamma is a Pali term meaning ‘renunciation.’

7)
7
sic`qa
pa_^mI
sic`qa
Anq


cit1
sit1 caa1
pa1 ra1 mii1
sit1 caa1
an2



seven
sacca
parami
truth
CLF


mnqtigq
Anq
hitq


man3 tiN3
an2
hit1


firm, stable
CLF
do

‘The seventh is sacca parami, which is to firmly observe truth.’

8)
8
xnqvI
pa_^mI
Anq
ep
ha

pjt1
khan1 tii1
pa1 ra1 mii1
an2
pj3
haa3


eight
khanti
parami
CLF
can
tolerate


Anq
ep
knq

an2
pj3
kan3

CLF
can
control oneself

‘The eighth is khanti parami, which is to tolerate pain and to control onself.’

9)
9
Anqtikqvaq
pa_^mI
Anqtikqvnq


kau3
an1 dik1 thaa1
pa1 ra1 mii1
an1 dik1 thaan1


nine
adhitthana
parami
strong determination


Anq
tX
hitq
nnq


an2
ta1
hit1
nan3


CLF
will
do
that

‘The ninth is adhitthana parami, which is to have strong determination to work.’

Note:
The way in which the name of the parami and its explanation are virtually the same syllables is very clever.

10)
10
AU]pikqxa
pa_^mI
Anq
hnq
tU

sip1
uu1 prik1 khaa1
pa1 ra1 mii1
an2
han1
tuu1


ten
upekkha
parami
CLF
see
same


knq
hnq
]xJgq
knq



kan2
han1
khr*N2
kan2


RECIP
see
equal
RECIP

‘The tenth is upekkha parami, which is to see with equanimity.’

