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TEXT:

mJwqnnqtIzcWnogqyEkunqmIel / mnqygqAWsugqnMexsEApqsukq / wnqz tuwqhugqcgqtuwqnIyiwqela / cipqcEcamJnqfUcWcgqsYigqkYoqhicqfJnq / woatIcWcgqyEsaevel / mENIlkqemnogqkWsMxJnqnIvukqsj / saexa maenavunqsMwnqAaxigqel / kWtkqsjhEnMxWcgqmEsugqel / cWligq cgqsYigqkYoqekapjhElWhJwqvunqcitqAigqwnqvunq / pjpgqkunqljhEmahJnq kinqlW / nMxWnWtimqsjlJwqAFcEexael / lugqpjhFhJnqngqcExuwqyiwqkE / mJwqnnqcWcgqyEkunqmIelmokqsaefacIhEel / AnqwoanogqmEAWsuMcgq tuwqhugqyiwqela / kWtkqsjhEnMemekaAnqnIeka / hJnqkWxunqcjfE tkqsjsukqhEvJmqekaemnIwoanj / AupPamapugqtikqwjnogqyEhicqfJnqnjyW / 
TRANSLATION:

Once upon a time there was a rich man who was the owner of a pond. He used to use its clear water for bathing and washing.

One day a great and fine elephant came and urinated in the pond. Anxiously he protested to the owner of that elephant, Seng Kyo.

‘Oh owner of the large elephant, oh rich man! You should repair my pond and restore it, and repay me!’

 The elephant’s owner said: ‘With good character, after three days are complete, I will repay you the clear water which you used’.

The owner of that elephant, Seng Kyo, went and prepared a full seven pots of hz1 liquor for the auspicious day. He went and invited many people to come to his house and drink liquor. The fermented rice liquid filled their guts and they were sated up to the neck. They went down from the house and urinated nearby.

Then, the rich man who was the elephant’s owner spoke and pointed out:

‘That pond of yours, the famous elephant urinated in it. I will repay you by making the water good. Who will clean my house and make it good?’ He spoke in this way.

This is a story in which the big pond is compared with the action of protest.

ANALYSIS
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one
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large
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rich
PRT

‘Once upon a time there was a rich man who was the owner of a pond.’
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3Sg
have
take
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water
river
clear
bathe
wash

‘He used to use its clear water for bathing and washing.’

3)
wnq
z
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hugq
cgq
tuwq
nI
yiwq
ela
/


wan2
lvN5
to2
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nI2
yeu5
lq1


day
one
CLF
famous
elephant
CLF
good
urinate
pour

‘One day a great and fine elephant came and urinated (in the pond).’

Notes:
Yehom Buragohain stated that the construction to2 hoN6 cAN4 was literary language.

4)
cipq
cE
ca
mJnq
fU
cW
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sYigqkYoq
hicq
fJnq
/


cep1
cav2
cA5
mvn2
phU3
cau3
cAN4
saiN6 kyq1
het1
phvn4


pain
mind
to
3Sg
person
owner
elephant
Seng Kyo
do
rebel

‘Anxiously he protested to the owner of that elephant, Seng Kyo.’

5)
woatI
cW
cgq
yE
saev
el
/


wA5 tI5
cau3
cAN4
yav1
sa1 the2
lj4


EXCL
RESP
elephant
large
rich
PRT

‘(Saying) “Oh owner of the large elephant, oh rich man!”‘

6)
mE
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nogq
kW
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xJnq
nI
vukq
sj
/


mav2
nI2
lak1
mj2
nauN6
kau2
sam4 
khvn2
nI2
thuk1
sAi3


2Sg
should
PRT
repair
pond
1Sg
again
restore
should
touch
repay

‘“You should repair my pond and restore it, and repay me!’

7)
saexa
maena
vunq
sM
wnq
Aaxigq
el
/


sa1 phq2
ma1 nq2
thon3
sAm6
wan2
a1 khiN1
lj4


character
mind
complete
three
day
time
PRT

‘(The elephant’s owner said)”With good character, after three days are complete”,’

8)
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cgq
mE
sugq
el
/


kau2
tak1
sAi3
hav3
nam4
khAu6
cAN1
mav2
suN2
lj4


1Sg
WILL
repay
GIVE
water
white
clear
2Sg
use
PRT

‘“I will repay you the clear water which you used”.’
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cau3
leN4
cAN2
saiN6 kyq1
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hjm2
lau3
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RESP
feed
elephant
Seng Kyo
LINK
go
prepare
liquor
sweat*


vunq
citq
Aigq
wnq
vunq
/


thon3
cet1
aiN1
wan2
thon2


complete
seven
pot
day
auspicious

‘The owner of that elephant, Seng Kyo, went and prepared a full seven pots of hz1 liquor for the auspicious day.’

Note:
* Yehom stated that there are two types of liquor, lau3 hz1 and lau3 phAn5 literally ‘liquor-itching’.


This text includes some alliterations, such as cAN4 ‘elephant’ and cAN1 ‘clear’ and thon3 ‘complete’ and thon2 ‘auspicious’, which are used in this line.

0’38”

10)
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hJnq
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/


pai2
pAN2
kon2
lAI6
hav3
mA2
hzn2
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lau3


go
invite
person
many
GIVE
come
house
eat
liquor

‘He went and invited many people to come to his house and drink liquor

11)
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xW
nW
timq
sj
lJwq
AF
cE
exa
el
/


nam4
khau3
nau5
tem2
sai3
lz5
im1
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khq2
lj4


water
rice
rotten
fill
gut
then
full
mind
throat
PRT

‘The fermented rice liquid filled their guts and they were sated up to the neck.’

12)
lugq
pj
hF
hJnq
ngq
cE
xuwq
yiwq
kE
/


loN2
pai2
him2
hzn2
nvN1
cav2
khq2
yeu5
kav3


down
go
near
house
like
mind
throat
urinate
close

‘They went down from the house and urinated nearby.’

13)
mJwq
nnq
cW
cgq
yE
kunq
mI
el



mz5
nan4
cau3
cAN4
yav1
kon2
mI2
lj4


time
that
RESP
elephant
big
person
rich*
PRT


mokq
saefa
cI
hE
el
/


mauk1
sa1 phq2
cI4
hav3
lj4


speak
mental state
point
GIVE
PRT

‘Then, the rich man who was the elephant’s owner spoke and pointed out that,’

Notes
* Written nI in error in the MS.

14)
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cgq
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hugq



an2
wA5
nauN6
mav2
au2
sum2
cAN4
to2
hoN6


CLF
say
pond
2Sg
TAKE
lose
elephant
CLF
famous


yiwq
ela
/


yeu5
lq1


urinate
pour

‘“That pond of yours, the famous elephant urinated in it”.’

15)
kW
tkq
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hE
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eka
Anq
nI
eka
/


kau2
tak1
sAi3
hav3
nam4
mj2
kq4
an2
nI2
kq4


1Sg
WILL
repay
GIVE
water
repair
LINK
CLF
good
LINK

‘“I will repay you by making the water good”.’
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hJnq
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tkq
sj
sukq



hzn2
kau2
khun6
cAi2
phav6
tak1
sAi3
suk4


house
1Pl
prince
male*
who
WILL
repay
clean


hE
vJmq
eka
em
nI
woa
nj
/


hav3
thzm6
kq4
mj2
nI2
wA5
nai4


GIVE
fill
LINK
repair
good
say
this**

‘“Who will clean my house and make it good?”he spoke in this way.’

Notes:
* Yehom Buragohain stated that khun6 cAi2 here had the meaning of ‘himself’, so the whole phrase would be rendered ‘My own house.’


** Phonetically [nAi2], which might mean ‘only’. However this is most likely the discourse device wA5 (nvN1) nai4 ‘say like this’.

17)
AupPama
pugq
tikq
wj
nogq
yE
hicq
fJnq



U4 pa1 mA1
puN1
taik4
wai4
nauN6
yav1
het1
phvn4


simile
story
compare
KEEP
pond
big
do
rebel


nj
yW
/


nai4
yau4


this
FINISHED

‘This is a story in which the big pond is compared with the action of protest.’

SM

18) 
yW
ka
ena


yau4
kA1
nq6


FINISHED
GO
QN


‘It’s finished is it?’

