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TEXT and TRANSLATION

	emaxoMsonqlikqtj /
	The Song of teaching Tai writing.

	
	

	manjhWmasonqlikqtj / 
	Today we come to learn Tai writing.

	manjhWmasonqljtj / 
	Today we come to learn Tai script.

	likqhWljhWhEepakJtqes /
	So that our books and scripts will remain.

	vugqhWtnqhWhEepasWes / 
	So that our culture and language will continue

	manjhWmasonqlikqtj / 
	Today we come to learn Tai writing.

	emlikqmJnqcM k x g / 
	Our alphabet is ka, kha and nga.

	k x g sMnJgq c N ta / 
	Ka, kha, nga and as well ca, nya and ta.

	t v n poj p f m / 
	Ta, tha and na, leaving pa, pha and ma.

	y l w ygqkJtq s h A / 
	With ya, la and wa and finally sa, ha and a.

	likhWljhWlojsgqhj /
	If our books and writing slowly disappear,

	mJwqnJgqnnqcMhWtanj / 
	Then we will regret it.

	Aokqtamatalukqyigqlukqcj / 
	Come out boys and girls!

	kJkqtahiNqtafEpjAUnj / 
	Make efforts and don’t do nothing!

	eAawoaeAawoaxupqsMha /
	Let us kneel and pray three times.

	RfaRtakupqtJgqcWRsIa / 
	To the Buddha, Dharma and respected monks.

	kupqtgqhgqngqesaelaesatI /
	And also to Lady Saraswati.

	xupqtapjtahWhuMNI / 
	Let us kneel and pray, all gathered together.


ANALYSIS

Link to Audio file for this text
Title

i)
emaxoM
sonq
likq
tj
/


mq6 khAm2
sqn6
lik4
tai2


song
teach
book
Tai


‘The Song of teaching Tai writing.’

Song:

1)
manj
hW
ma
sonq
likq
tj
/


ma1 nai4
hau2
mA2
sqn6
lik4
tai2


today
1Pl
come
learn
book
Tai


‘Today we come to learn Tai writing.’

2)
manj
hW
ma
sonq
lj
tj
/


ma1 nai4
hau2
mA2
sqn6
lAI2
tai2


today
1Pl 
come
learn
pattern
Tai


‘Today we come to learn Tai script.’

3)
likq
hW
lj
hW
hE
epa
kJtq
es
/


lik4
hau2
lAi2
hau2
hav3
pq2
kzt1
se6


book
1Pl
pattern
1Pl
GIVE
enough
remain
PRT


‘So that our books and scripts will remain.’

4)
vugq
hW
tnq
hW
hE
epa
sW
es
/


thuN2
hau2
tAn3
hau2
hav3
pq2
sau2
se6


culture
1Pl
speak
1Pl
GIVE
enough
stay
PRT


‘So that our culture and language will continue

These four lines are sung twice.

5) 
manj
hW
ma
sonq
likq
tj
/


ma1 nai4
hau2
mA2
sqn6
lik4
tai2


today
1Pl
come
learn
book
Tai


‘Today we come to learn Tai writing.’

6)
em
likq
mJnq
cM
k
x
g
/


mj5
lik4
mvn2
cam3
ka1
kha1
Na1


mother
book
3Sg
PRT
ka
kha
nga


‘Our alphabet is ka, kha and nga.’

7)
k
x
g
sMnJgq
c
N
ta
/


ka1
kha1
Na1
sam4 nvN5
ca1
Ma1
ta1


ka
kha
nga
moreover
ca
nya
ta


‘Ka, kha, nga and as well ca, nya and ta.’

8)
t
v
n
poj
p
f
m
/


ta1
tha1
na1
pqi1
pa1
pha1
ma1


ta
tha
na
leave
pa
pha
ma


‘Ta, tha and na, leaving pa, pha and ma.’

9)
y
l
w
ygq
kJtq
s
h
A
/


ya1
la1
wa1
yaN2
kzt1
sa1
ha1
a1


ya
la
wa
have
remain
sa
ha
a


‘With ya, la and wa and finally sa, ha and a.’

Lines 1) - 5) are now repeated.

10)
lik
hW
lj
hW
loj&
sgq
hj
/


lik4
hau2
lAi2
hau2
lqi2 lqi2
svN6
hAi6


book
1Pl
pattern
1Pl
slowly
if
disappear


‘If our books and writing slowly disappear,’

11)
mJwq
nJgq
nnq
cM
hW
ta
nj
/


mz5
nvN5
nan4
cam4
hau2
ta1
nAi1


time
one
that
PRT
1Pl
will
regret*


‘Then we will regret it.’

Notes:
* synonymous with yqn3 ‘to regret’.

12)
Aokq
ta
ma
ta
lukq
yigq
lukq
cj
/


auk1
ta4
mA2
ta4
luk4
yiN2
luk4
cAi2


come out
PRT-HORT
come
PRT-HORT
child
female
child
male


‘Come out boys and girls!’

13)
kJkq
ta
hiNq
ta
fE
pj
AU
nj
/


kzk1
ta4
hjm3
ta4
phav6
pai1
U1
nAi2


try
PRT-HORT
try
PRT-HORT
who
don’t
stay
no purpose


‘Make efforts and don’t do nothing!’

Lines 1) - 5) are now repeated.

14)
eAawoaeAawoa
xupq
sM
ha
/


q1 wA5 q1 wA5
khup4
sAm6
hA1


prayer words
kneel
three
times


‘Let us kneel and pray three times.’

15)
Rfa
Rta
kupqtJgq
cW
RsIa
/


phrA2
trA2
kop1 tvN1
cau3
si1 lA1


Buddha
Dharma
with
RESP
teacher


‘To the Buddha, Dharma and respected monks.’

16)
kupqtgq
hgq
ngq
esaelaesatI
/


kop1 tvN1
haN2
nAN2
sq1 lq1 sq1 tI1


with
to
lady
Saraswati


‘And also to Lady Saraswati.’

17)
xupq
ta
pj
ta
hW
huM
NI
/


khup4
ta4
pAi3
ta4
hau2
hum1
MA2


kneel
PRT-HORT
pray
PRT-HORT
1Pl
gather
meet


‘Let us kneel and pray, all gathered together.’

Lines 1) - 5) are now repeated and then 5) repeated again.

