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TEXT:

xMta
1.

migqnigqtakinqcgq \
xgqwjtIpjga /
mutqsuMtakinqxj \ xgqwjtIpjxW /
woatIsgq /
sJwqhWpogqpI \ hWpogqpInugqmaxWtgqtuwqxgqkJnqsJwqnugqwjmnq
\ xgqkJntItjxW /
2.

migqnigqtakinqmugq \ tjxopqnugqhjnj /
woatIsgq /
wjAnqpJnxtqxopqnugq /
3.

hJnqlugqmaygqxJwq \ pInogqhuMknqAUpinqhigq /
woatIsgq /
hgmutqsuM /
4.

hJnqqlugqsMpkqhogq \ kUhogqkUkunqnonq /
woatIsgq /
hgqtiNq /

5.

mjhaxanukqygqcpqhatuwq /
watIsgq /
mJwqhaniwq /
TRANSLATION:

Riddles

1.
The red insect eats the elephant,
It is attached to the end of it’s tusk.


The sour ant will eat the buffalo,
It is attached to the end of its horn.


What is it?

Answer:


It is our clothing. The trousers we wear do not cover the whole body, but they are attached. The shirt is worn. It is attached at these places.

2.
A red insect eats a worm. 


It goes to edge of the rice basket and ends up with nothing.


What is it?

Answer:


The cane which ties the edge of the bamboo dish.

3.
The house is not big enough for a supporting beam,


Yet relatives gather together and live together in their thousands.


What is it?

Answer:


A red ant’s nest.

4.
The house is as big as three hundred rooms,



In every room, every person sleeps.


What is it?

Answer:


It is a hornet’s nest.

5.
On five branches, five cranes are perched.


What is it?


Answer:


A hand with five fingers.

ANALYSIS

This analysis includes the riddles and some of the explanation and discussion that occurred when they were sung.

Link to Audio file for this text

xM
ta

khAm2 
tA4

word
challenge

‘Riddles’

1.
migq 
nigq 
ta 
kinq 
cgq

maiN2
naiN2
ta1
kin2
cAN4

insect
red
will
eat
elephant

‘The red insect eats the elephant,


xgq
wj
tI
pj
ga

khAN3
wai4
tI5
pAi2
NA2

side, attached
keep
at
end
tusk

‘It is attached to the end of it’s tusk.’



mutq
suM
ta
kinq
xj

mot4
som3
ta1
kin2
khAi2


ant
sour
will
eat
buffalo

‘The sour ant will eat the buffalo,



xgq
wj
tI
pj
xW

khAN3
wai4
tI5
pAi2
khau6

attached
keep
at
end
horn

‘It is attached to the end of its horn.’


woa
tI
sgq

wA5
tI5
saN6

say
at
what

‘What is it?’

Sam Thun

1.1) What is mean?

SM
1.2)
Ah, Riddle, riddle.

1.3)
kW
ma
hU

kau2
ma1
hU4


1Sg
NEG
know

‘I don’t know.’

Answer:


1.4) 
(Anq
en)
woa
tI

an2
nj4
wA5
tI5


CLF
DEF
say
at

‘We say:’

1.5)
sJwq
hW
pogqpI
hW


sZ3
hau3
pauN1 pI1
hau2

shirt
our
trousers*
our

‘It is our clothing.’


pogqpI
nugq
mJnq
ma
xW
tgq
tuwq 
xgq
kJnq

pauN1 pI1
nuN5
mvn2
ma1
khau3
tvN1
to2 
khAN3
kvn2

trousers
wear
3Sg
NOT
enter
all
body 
side/attached
PRT*

‘The trousers we wear do not cover the whole body, but they are attached’

Note:
* realised as [kin2]. When explaining this, Ee Nyan Khet said: xoMtnqtgqkoMtFmatUkJnq ‘Spoken language and written language aren’t the same.’

1.6)
sJwq
nugq
wj
mnq

sZ3
nuN5
wai4
mvn2

shirt
wear
keep
3Sg

‘The shirt is worn.’


1.7)
xgq
kJn
tI
tj
xW

khAN3
kvn2
tI5
tAi3
khau3

attached
PRT*
at
near
enter

‘It is attached at these places.’

Notes:
* realised as [kin2]

1.8) 
woa
tI
nnq

wA5
tI5
nan4


say
at
that

‘It is said like that.’

SM

1.9) 
xoM
ta

khAm2 
tA4

word
challenge

‘(These are) riddles’

Ee Nyan Khet

1.10) 
xoM
ta

khAm2 
tA4

word
challenge

‘(These are) riddles’

0’37”

The follows some discussion about riddle (1) which is not transcribed.

1’08”

2.
migq
nigq
ta
kinq
mugq

maiN2
naiN2
ta1
kin2
moN3

insect
red
will
eat
worm

‘A red insect eats a worn.’


tj
xopq
nugq
hj
nj

tai1
khqp1
noN3
hAi6
nAi2

to go
edge
rice-basket
finish
with nothing

‘Goes to edge of the rice basket and ends up with nothing.’



woa
tI
sgq ?

wA5
tI5
saN6

say
at
what

‘What is it?’

SM:

2.1) 
AJwq
kW
ma
hU
...
kW
ma
hU
kasgq

z2
kau2
ma1
hU4
... 
kau2
ma1
hU4
ka1 saN6

EXCL
1Sg
NEG
know
... 
1Sg
NEG
know
what

‘Oh, I don’t know, what is it?’

Answer:

2.2)
epa
wj
Anq
pJn
xopq
xtq
xopq
nugq

po2
wAi6
an2
pZn5
khqp1
khAt4
khqp1
noN3




there*
cane
CLF
other
edge**
to tie
edge
flat, shallow basket

‘The cane which ties the edge of the bamboo dish.’

Notes:
* Ee Nyan Khet suggested that this word should be deleted.


** Ee Nyan Khet stated that this word had been spoken in error at this point, and should be deleted. Both suggestions have been taking up in the text.

3.
hJnq
lugq
ma
ygq
xJwq

hzn2
loN6
ma1
yaN6
khV1

house
big
not
is
beam for supporting the house

‘The house is not big enough for a supporting beam,


pInogq
huM
knq
AU
pinq
higq

pI5 nauN4
hum1
kvn2
U1
pen2
heN6

relatives
gather
RECIP
live
be
thousand

‘Yet relatives gather together and live together in their thousands.’


woa
tI
sgq ?

wA5
tI5
saN6

say
at
what

‘What is it?’

3.1) 
hJnq
lugq
yZD
kasgq
eka
ma
ygq

hzn2
loN6
yav1 yav1
ka1 saN6
kq4
ma1
yaN6

house
big
very big
what
LINK
NEG
have.NEG

‘It’s a very big house but there’s nothing there.’

3.2)
mj
ma
ygq
tugq
eka
ma
ygq


mai4
ma1
yaN6
toN2
kq4
ma1
yaN6

wood
NEG
have
joist
LINK
NEG
have.NEG


kasgq
eka
ma
ygq

ka1 saN6
kq4
ma1
yaN6

what
LINK
NEG
have.NEG

‘There’s no wood, no joists, nothing at all.’

3.3) 
pI
nogq
nM#
hU
mnq
AU

pI5
nauN4
nam6 nam6
hU1
man2
U1

elder
younger
many
inside
3Sg
live

‘Many relatives live inside it.’

SM

3.4) 
ma
hU
...
kasgq

ma1
hU4
...
ka1 saN6

NEG
know
...
what

‘I don’t know ... What (is it)?’

Ee Nyan Khet

Answer

3.5)
hgq
mutqsuM
hgq
mutqsuM

haN2
mot4 som3 
haN2
mot4 som3

nest
red ant 
nest
red ant

‘A red ant’s nest’

3.6) 
hgq
ka
mE
hU
en

haN2
ka8
mav2
hU4
nj4

nest
GO.IMP
2Sg
know
DEF

‘You must know nests.’

3.7)
hgq
mutqsuM

haN2
mot4 som3


nest
red ant 
‘A red ant’s nest’

SM

3.8)
hgq
mutqsuM
kasgq

haN2
mot4 som3
ka1 saN6


nest
red ant 
what

‘What is haN2 mot4 som3?’

Sam Thun

3.9)
hgq
mutqsuM
...
mutqsuM
Aa

haN2
mot4 som3
...
mot4 som3
A2


nest
red ant 
...
red ant
EXCL

‘A red ant’s nest, ah ...’

Ee Nyan Khet

3.10) 
eAa
tI
nE
tunqmj
...
ma
ygq


q2
tI5
nav2
ton3 mai4
...
ma1
yaN6

EXCL
at
in
tree
...
NEG
have.NEG

‘Oh, inside trees ...

Sam Thun

3.11)
Ant
mutqsuM
mutq
...
hgq
mutqsuM


mot4 som3
mot4
...
haN2
mot4 som3

Ant
red ant
ant
...
nest
red ant

‘Ants, mot4 som3 means ‘ant’

SM

3.12) 
Aa
hgq
mutqsuM


A2
haN2
mot4 som3

EXCL
nest
red ant

‘Ah, red ant’s nest.’

3.13)
‘That’s an anthill.’

Note: Sentences (3.11) and (3.12) are partly spoken at the same time

4.
hJnqq
lugq
sM
pkq
hogq

hzn2
loN6
sAm6
pAk1
hauN3

house
big
3
hundred
rooms

‘The house is as big as three hundred rooms,’


kU
hogq
kU
kunq
nonq

kU5
hauN3
kU5
kon2
nqn2

every
room
every
person
sleep

‘In every room, every person sleeps.’


woa
tI
sgq

wA5
tI5
saN6

say
at
what

‘What is it’

SM

4.1)
hJnq
...

hzn2
...

house
...


‘A house ...’

Ee Nyan Khet

4.2)
hJnqq
lugq
...
sM
pkq
hogq

hzn2
loN6
...
sAm6
pAk1
hauN3

house
big
...
3
hundred
rooms

‘The house is as big as three hundred rooms,’

4.3)
sM
pkq
hogq
...
xokq
...
xokq
nM#

sAm6
pAk1
hauN3
...
khauk4
...
khauk4
nam6 nam6


3
hundred
rooms
...
room
...
room
many
‘With three hundred rooms, many many rooms.’

4.4)
kU
xokq
kU
kunq
nonq

kU5
khauk4
kU5
kon2
nqn2

every
room
every
person
sleep

‘In every room, every person sleeps’

Answer:

Sam Thun

4.5)
woa
hgq
tiNq


wA5
haN2
tjn2

say
nest
hornet

‘It is a hornet’s nest.’

Ee Nyan Khet

4.6)
...
ta
lW
hE

...
ta1
lau5
hav3

...
WILL
tell
GIVE

‘... will explain it.’

SM

4.7)
hgq
tiNq

haN2
tjn2


nest
hornet

Ee Nyan Khet

4.8)
tiNq
hU
ena


tjn2
hU4
nq6

hornet
know
PRT-QN

‘Do you known hornets?’

SM

4.9)
AJwq
...
nI$

z5
...
nI2 nI2


YES
...
good


‘Yes, very good.’

5.
mj
ha
xa
nukqygq
cpq
ha
tuwq

mai4
hA3
khA1
nok4 yAN2
cap1
hA3
to2

wood
five
branch
crane
perch
five
CLF

‘On five branches, five cranes are perched.’


wa
tI
sgq

wA5
tI5
saN6

say
at
what

‘What is it?’

Sam Thun

5.1)
gj&
en
nukqygq


NAi2 NAi2
nj4
nok4 yAN2


easy
DEF
crane

‘Its easy, it’s the crane ...’

Ee Nyan Khet and Sam Thun

5.2)
nj
ha
xa

nai4
hA3
khA1


this
five
branch

‘These five branches.’

SM

5.3)
kasgq
...
Anq
en

ka1 saN6
...
an2
nj4


what
...
CLF
DEF

‘What (is it) ... this ...’

Ee Nyan Khet

5.4)
mJwq

mv


hand

‘Hand’

SM

5.5)
mJwD

mv2 mv2


hand

‘Hand’

Ee Nyan Khet

5.6)
mJwq
ha
niwq

mV2
hA3
niu4

hand
five
fingers

‘A hand with five fingers.’

SM

5.7)
ha
niwq
AJwq

hA3
niu4
z2

five
fingers
YES

‘Yes, five fingers.’

