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TEXT

	AIsogqljsgqhuNqtamEmotq
	ljnMxunq

	nMljsgqmEhunq
	ljlapgq

	laljsgqmEpgq
	ljmUmunq

	mUljsgqmEmunq
	ljmacigqxigqtukqlgqkWq

	macigqxigqljsgqmEtukqlgqmU
	ljlaligqxWmj

	laligqljsgqmExWmj
	ljmutqsuMkpqhgqkW

	mutqsuMljsgqmEkpqhgqlaligq
	ljlakayahgqkW

	lakaljsgqmEyahgqmutqsuM
	ljkWmWkinqkjAonq

	kjAonqljsgqmEmWhEkinq
	ljkUwqsupqlugqmnqnMtJkq


TRANSLATION

‘Fish, why are you blind?’


‘Because the water is turbid.

‘Water, Why are you turbid?’


‘Because the river bank is eroded.’


‘Riverbank, Why are you eroded?’


‘Because the pig has dug up the soil.’

‘Pig, Why did you dig up the soil?’


‘Because the Cing Hing fruit fell on my back.’

‘Cing Hing, Why did you fall on the back of the pig?’


‘Because the monkey shook the tree.’

‘Monkey, Why did you shake the tree.’


‘Because the red ant bit me.’

‘Red ant, Why did you bite the monkey?’


‘Because the crow destroyed my nest.’

‘Crow, Why did you destroy the red ant’s nest?’


‘Because I didn’t get to eat the young chicken.’

‘Young chicken, Why didn’t you allow yourself to be eaten?’


‘Because I am frightened of its big black beak!’
 
ANALYSIS

Link to Audio file for this text
1)
AIsogq
ljsgq
huNqta
mE
motq \

iI1 sauN1
lai4 saN6
hoi1 tA2
mav2
mqt1


type of small fish*
why
eye
2Sg
blind


‘Fish, why are you blind?’

Notes:
* ‘type of fish like star fish white in colour’, In Assamese ¨¹ì·Ò.

2)
lj
nM
xunq /

lai4
nam4
khun1

because
water
turbid


‘Because the water is turbid.

3)
nM
ljsgq
mE
hunq \

nam4
lai4 saN6
mav2
khun1

water
why
2Sg
turbid


‘Water, Why are you turbid?’

4)
lj
la
pgq /

lai4
lA1
paN2

because
riverbank
eroded*


‘Because the river bank is eroded.’


Note:
* Given by Banchob as ‘broken, ruined’

5) 
la
ljsgq
mE
pgq \

lA1
lai4 saN6
mav2
paN2

river bank
why
2Sg
eroded


‘Riverbank, Why are you eroded?’

6)
lj
mU
munq /

lai4
mU6
mon4

because
pig
dig up


‘Because the pig has dug up the soil.’

7)
mU
ljsgq
mE
munq \

mU6
lai4 saN6
mav2
mon4

pig
why
2Sg
dig up


‘Pig, Why did you dig up the soil?’

8)
lj
macigqxigq
tukq
lgq
kWq /

lai4
ma1 ciN1 khiN2 
tok1
laN6
kau2

because
kind of wild fruit
fall
back
1Sg


‘Because the Cing Hing fruit fell on my back.’

9)
macigqxigq
ljsgq
mE
tukq
lgq
mU \

ma1 ciN1 khiN2
lai4 saN6
mav2
tok1
laN6
mU6

kind of fruit
why
2Sg
fall
back
pig


‘Cing Hing, Why did you fall on the back of the pig?’

10)
lj
laligq
xW
mj /

lai4
la4 liN2
khau1
mai4

because
monkey
shake
tree


‘Because the monkey shook the tree.’

11)
laligq
ljsgq
mE
xW
mj \

la4 liN2
lai4 saN6
mav2
khau1
mai4

monkey
why
2Sg
shake
tree


‘Monkey, Why did you shake the tree.’

12)
lj
mutqsuM
kpq
hgq
kW /

lai4
mot4 som3
kAp4
haN2
kau2

because
red ant*
bite
to
1Sg


‘Because the red ant bit me.’

Notes:
* Literally ‘sour ant’

13)
mutqsuM
ljsgq
mE
kpq
hgq
laligq \

mot4 som3
lai4 saN6
mav2
kAp4
haN2
la4 liN2

red ant
why
2Sg
bite
to
monkey


‘Red ant, Why did you bite the monkey?’

14)
lj
laka
ya
hgq
kW /

lai3
la4 kA2
yA4
haN2
kau1


because
crow
destroy
nest
1Sg


‘Because the crow destroyed my nest.’

15)
laka
ljsgq
mE
ya
hgq
mutqsuM \

la4 kA2
lai4 saN6
mav2
yA4
haN2
mot4 som3

crow
why
2Sg
destroy
nest
red ant


‘Crow, Why did you destroy the red ant’s nest?’

16)
lj
kW
mW
nj
kinq
kj
Aonq /

lai4
kau2
mau1
nai3
kin2
kai1
qn1

because
1Sg
NEG
get
eat
chicken
young


‘Because I didn’t get to eat the young chicken.’

17)
kj
Aonq
ljsgq
mE
mW
hE
kinq \

kai1
qn1
lai4 saN6
mav2
mau1
hav3
kin2

chicken
small
why
2Sg
NEG
GIVE
eat


‘Young chicken, Why didn’t you allow yourself to be eaten?’

18)
lj
kUwq
supq
lugq
mnq
nM
tJkq /

lai4
ko2
sop1
loN6
mvn2
nam2
tvk4

because
fear
beak
big
3Sg
black
INTENS


‘Because I am frightened of its big black beak!’

