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TEXT

pugqnukqkunqnYigq
mJwqnnqtIvJnqlugqAnq znukqkunqnYigqkupqtgqcgqtuwq zhicqekaknqsIhuMyU / mJwq z wnq z xWsogqtYikqeka huMelvJnqkasIhahYigqxEkinqnMka / kavupqnMhuNqz / cgqtakinqnMnMenxunqcgqenwoaljkopqpJwqsgqnMenxunq /  cgqenwoqekaAJNq knqnJwqkWkacMnUmata yEeskWfE AnqtukqnMxunqsU / xunqkWAW sIkacIhEta / nukqnj AWxunqcgqkasI kahnqmiNqtuwq z nonqnMsItukqsU / nukqhnqmiNqsIwoaljsgqmEtukq(nM)xunqekakWcgqtuwqlugq takinqnMnMxunq pYa:xunqcgqlugqsInukqwoamExYata njxunqcgq xalEkjyE / mJwqnnqmiNqxExuwqsIvoNqxunqmnqyJnqpokq nukqAJNqkacIsacaekamE / tuwqkWxalEAnqyEnukqAW xunqmiNqsIpokqmacIekacgq / cgqhnqxunqmiNqlugqsI cgq lugqxEcExunqmnqyExalj ztuwqmnqxalEkjyE mnqmaetama cYitqkuwqsIcgqcJgqtIpjlUpjtjkayW / nukqhuwqcukqhnq ekacgqkuwqsIpjnj mnqxuwqlJmqtuwqlJmqxigqngqtIhinqsI kunqmnqsojpjsojmanJtqAokqsInYigqkayW / etacJgqnjsI ekacamnqwoa nukqkunqnYigqkayWwq / 

TRANSLATION

The story of the Bird with the Red Bottom.

Once upon a time, in the big forest, both the red-bottomed bird and the elephant made friends and lived together. One day the two friends were walking together in the forest. Their throats were dry and they were thirsty. They reached a small stream. The elephant went to drink the dirty water.

‘Why is the water dirty, my friend,’ said the elephant, ‘Go and see who was there, who was bigger than me who stirred up this water to be dirty. Take my hair and show it to him.’

The bird took the elephants hair and went and saw a porcupine in the water, stirring it up.

When the bird saw the porcupine he said: 

‘Why are you stirring up the water to be dirty? My friend, the big elephant, wants to drink the water - but the water is dirty.’

Then he showed the hair of the big elephant, and said: 

‘Stop it! Look at how big this elephant’s hair is!’

Then the porcupine laughed, and pulled out his hair and gave it in return.

‘Oh Bird, go and show your friend how big my body is.’

The bird took the porcupine’s hair, and returned to show it to his friend the elephant. The big elephant saw the hair, and thought: ‘How big his hair is! How big his body must be!’

So, without knowing all the truth, the frightened elephant quickly left.

The bird saw his friend go off frightened. Forgetting all about his body, he laughed and laughed, rubbing his buttocks on the stone back and forth until blood flowed out and it became red. 

That is why, up until now, we call him ‘The Bird with the Red Bottom.’

ANALYSIS:

Link to Audio file for this text
1) 
kW
ta
xj
pugq
Aonq
Anq
lJgq

kau2
ta1
khai5
puN1
qn1
an2
lvN5

1Sg
WILL
tell
story
small
CLF
one

‘I will tell a short story.’

Note:
Ngi Khaing uses lvN5 for ‘one’ throughout, rather than the usual Phake nvN5.
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pugq
nukq
kunq
nYigq

puN1
nok4
kon3
naiN2


story
bird
bottom
red

‘The story of the bird with the red bottom.’
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CLF
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knq
sI
huM
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/
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sI6
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together
PRT
together
stay

‘Once upon a time, in the big forest, both the red-bottomed bird and the elephant made friends and lived together.’
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mz5
lvN5
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lvN5
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sauN6
tai2 kq4
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time
one
day
one
3Pl
two
friend**
together
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nM
ka /

lj1
thzn1
kA1
sI6
khq2
haiN3
khav3
kin2
nam4
kA1


roam
forest
GO
PRT
throat*
dry
want
eat
water
GO

‘One day the two friends were walking together in the forest. Their throats were dry and they were thirsty.’

Note:
*In the original version written as ha - but this is probably an error. Sounds like [haak1] on the tape.


** This certainly sounds like [taik2 kq4] Note that Phake phonology allows the doubling of the consonant to occur even after /ai/.

5)
ka
vupq
nM
huNq
z 
/

kA1
thop1
nam4
hoi3
lvN5

go
come across, meet
water
small stream
one

‘They reached a small stream.’

6)
cgq
ta
kinq
nM
nM
en
xunq
/

cAN4
ta1
kin2
nam4
nam4
nj4
khun1

elephant
will
eat
water
water
PRT
turbid

‘The elephant went to drink the dirty water.’
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sgq
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en
xunq
/

cAN4
nj4
wA5
lai4
kqp4 pz5
saN6
nam4
nj4
khun1


elephant
PRT
say
this
because of 
what
water
PRT
dirty

‘“Why is the water dirty, my friend,” said the elephant,’


8)
cgq
en
woq
eka
AJNq


cAN4
nj4
wA5
kq3
zi2


elephant
PRT
say
friend
VOC

‘The elephant said to his friend:’

9)
knq
nJwq
kW
ka
cM
nU
ma
ta

kan5
nz6
kau2
kA1
cam4
nU2
mA2
ta4

direction
up
1Sg
go
PRT
look
PRT
PRT-request
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xunq
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/

yav1
se6
kau2
phav6
an2
tuk1
nam4
khun1
sU1


big
COMP
1Sg
who
CLF
stir
water
turbid
TOWARDS

‘“Go and see who was there above me, bigger than me, and who is stirring up this water to be dirty.”’

10)
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kW
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ka
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ta
/

khun6
kau2
au2
sI6
kA1
cI4
hav3
ta4

hair
1Sg
take
PRT
go
show
give
PRT-request


‘“Take my hair and show it (to whoever is stirring up the water).”’

11)
nukq
nj
AW
xunq
cgq
ka
sI 

nok4
nai4
au2
khun6
cAN4
kA1
sI6

bird
that
take
hair
elephant
GO
PRT

‘The bird took the elephants hair’


12)
ka
hnq
miNq
tuwq
z
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nM
sI


kA1
han6
mjn3
to2
nvN5
nqn2
nam4
sI6


go
see
porcupine
CLF
one
sleep
water
PRT



tukq
sU
/

tuk1
sU1

stir
TOWARDS


‘And he went and saw a porcupine in the water, stirring it up.’

13)
nukq
hnq
miNq
sI
woa
ljsgq
mE


nok4
han6
mjn3
sI6
wA5
lai4 svN6
mav2

bird
see
porcupine
PRT
say
why
you


tukq
(nM)
xunq
/

tuk1
nam4
khun1

stir up
water
turbid

‘The bird saw the porcupine and said: “Why are you stirring up the water to be dirty?”’

14)
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kW
cgq
tuwq
lugq
ta
kinq
nM
nM
xunq

kq3
kau2
cAN4
to2
loN6
ta1
kin2
nam4
nam4
khun6

friend
1Sg
elephant
CLF
big
will
eat
water
water
turbid


‘“My friend, the big elephant, will drink the water - but the water is dirty.”’

15)
pYa:
xunq
cgq
lugq
sI

pyA2
khun6
cAN4
loN6
sI6


show
hair
elephant
big
PRT


‘He showed the hair of the big elephant,’

16)
nukq
woa
mE
xYa
ta

nok4
wA5
mav2
khyA2
ta4

bird
say
2Sg
stop, give up
PRT-request


‘The bird said: “Stop it!”’

17)
nj
xunq
cgq
xalE
kj
yE
/

nai4
khun6
cAN4
kha1 lav1
kai3
yav1

this
hair
elephant
how much!
just*
big



‘“Look at how big this elephant’s hair is!”’

Note: 
* Aimya Khang (pers. comm.) stated that the meaning of kj kai3 was ‘maybe, imaginative.’

18)
mJwq
nnq
miNq
xExuwq
sI

mz5
nan4
mjn3
khav3 kho6
sI6

time
that
porcupine
laughable
PRT


voNq
xunq
mnq
yJnq
pokq

thoi3
khun6
mvn2
yvn5
pauk4

pull out by the roots
hair
3Sg
hand to
return

‘Then the porcupine laughed, and pulled out his hair and gave it in return.’

19)
nukq
AJNq
ka
cI
s
ca
eka
mE
/

nok4
zi2
kA1
cI4
ka8
cA5
kq3
mav2

bird
VOC
go
show
GO.IMP
to, for
friend
2Sg


tuwq
kW
xalE
Anq
yE


to2
kau2
kha1 lav1
an2
yav1

body
1Sg
how
CLF
big


‘“Oh Bird, go and show your friend how big my body is.”’

20)
nukq
AW
xunq
miNq
sI
pokq
ma
cI
eka
cgq
/

nok4
au2
khun6
mjn3
sI6
pauk4
mA2
cI4
kq3
cAN4


bird
take
hair
porcupine
PRT
return
come
show
friend
elephant

‘The bird took the porcupine’s hair, and returned to show it to his friend the elephant.’

21)
cgq
hnq
xunq
miNq
lugq
sI


cAN4
han6
khun6
mjn3
loN6
sI6

elephant
see
hair
porcupine
big
PRT

‘The elephant saw the porcupine’s hair.’

22)
cgq
lugq
xEcE
xunq
mnq
yE
xalj
z

cAN4
loN6
khav3 cav2
khun6
mvn2
yav1
kha1 lai4
lvN5


elephant
big
think
hair
3Sg
big
how
one

‘Then the big elephant thought: “How big his hair is!”‘

23)
tuwq
mnq
xalE
kj
yE

to2
mvn2
kha1 lav1
kai3
yav1


body
3Sg
how
just
big

‘How big his body must be!’

24)
mnq
ma
eta
ma
tYpq
kuwq
sI
cgq
cJgq


mvn2
mA5
tq6
mA5
tjp4
ko2
sI6
cAN4
cvN1

3Sg
NEG
*
NEG
*
fear
PRT
elephant
PRT-EMPH


tI
pj
lU
pj
tj
ka
yW
/

ti1
pAi5
lU4
pAi5
tAi2
kA1
yau4

will
flee
destruction
flee
death
GO
FINISHED

‘So, without knowing all the truth, the frightened elephant quickly left.’

Note:  * given as ‘without knowing anything’

25)
nukq
huwq
cukq
hnq
eka
cgq

nok4
ho6
cuk1
han6
kq3
cAN4

bird
head
stand*
see
friend
elephant


kuwq
sI
pj
nj


ko2
sI6
pai2
nai4

frightened
PRT
go
PRT

‘The bird with crested head saw his friend go off frightened.’

Notes:
Aimya Khang (pers. comm.) explained that cuk1 ‘to stand’, is taller or higher than sitting. The head of a bird is generally round, but a bird with a crest has a higher head, hence cuk1 refers to the crest.

26)
mnq
xuwq
lJmq
tuwq
lJmq
xigq
ngq
tI
hinq
sI

mvn2
kho6
lvm2
to2
lvm2
khiN2
naN5
tI5
hin6
sI6


3Sg
laugh
forget
body
forget
body
sit
on
stone
PRT


kunq
mnq
soj
pj
soj
ma
nJtq
Aokq
sI

kon3
mvn2
soi2
pai2
soi2
mA2
nzt4
auk1
sI6


buttock
3Sg
rub
go
rub
come
blood
come out
PRT


nYigq
ka
yW
/

naiN2
kA1
yau4

red
GO
FINISHED

‘Forgetting all about his body, he laughed and laughed, rubbing his buttocks on the stone back and forth until blood flowed out and it became red.’

27)
eta
cgqnj
sI
eka
ca
mnq
woa

tq1
cvN2 nai3
sI6
kq4
cA5
mvn2
wA5

up until 
now
PRT
PRT
to
him
say


nukq
kunq
nYigq
ka
yWwq

nok4
kon3
naiN2
kA1
yau4


bird
buttock
red
GO
FINISHED

‘That is why, up until now, we call him The Bird with the Red Bottom.’

28)
sutq
yW

sut1
yau4

end
FINISHED


‘It is finished.’

