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It is natural that Thai Language communities have their
own scripts for a very long time. Among them, the Eastern commu-
nities, such as Choeng end Tey, have been using squsre script
system that bears the Chinese origin. And the western communities,
including Thai in Vietnam, have been using other kinds of script.
These are more close to the script system of lion, Khmer and
Eastern India.

In Vietnam, though meny peoples use the Language system of
Thai 1ike Tey, Nung, only those who claim themselves Tay, or
Thai in Vietnamese, living from the west Bank of The Red river
towards the west border, havebeen using the same soript of Thai
communities in the west. The script does not belong to the
square script. This has made it clearer for the difference bet-
ween the people officially call thanselves Thaei (Tay) with those
who call themselves Téy, Nﬁng.

Those who are called Thai (Tay) asre divided into "black"
branch - Tay dim, end "white" brench - Tay Khao. But both of
these two branches use the same script called Xu Tgy - Thei
script, though They are a bit different from each other, owing
to the differences in the two Langueges. (1).

(1) Cam Cuomng, Duomg Xudn Cuomg : "First steps in search for
comparison between Vietnamese Thai and Thaei in Thailend".
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However, this difference is only a small one in the
comparison with other Thai communities' ones.

In order to compsre, we have taken the present nationsl
Thei from Thei in generel as the standard script. And, on the
side of Vietnamese Thai, we have chosen the script of Black
Thai, with the comparison of some special differences with
White Thai's script. The reasons are:

- The Black Thai people are over 50% of the totel Thsai
people in Vietnam.

- The Black Thai people have & high unity in Language
script, culture etc ... Whereas this unity is decreased in the
White Thei because they are divided into different regional
smaller groups.

- For a long time now, The Black Thai area has been
considered the centre of generel culture of Thei peoples in
Vietnam. And there maintains the common culture legacy of Thai
peoples.

We are sure that Vietnemese Thai, Leos end Thai in Thai-
land have the sene origin. But, the concrete historic and
geographic circumstances have led to the present differences.

However, how this historic lanmark appeared is still a
question to us.

In Thailand, the most historicel evidence of the script
presence is the stela of Ram Khim Heng Time, the yeer of The
Goat 1205 - But, it is not the most historical time of Thai
script.

Among Vietnemese Thai people there has been & legend as
follow .

Long long ago, The God informed thet he would give scripts
to the men kind. And all kinds of Men hurried up there to receive
their own scripts. The Chinese and other peoples were quick
enough to get theirs. The Thai were so slow that when they got
there, all scripts haed been given. The God did not know whet to
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do though the Thai entreated very insistingly. Suddenly the
God saw a basket of peas. He took a handful of peas and threw
them down the yard, saying these words with sympathy.: "Becsause
you are too late. I have distributed all the scripts. Ip fact,
the scripts have the same form with these pess. Take them as
the model home and then try to creat your own scripts".

So The Thei, Laos, Lu etc... took those peas home and begen

to meke their scripts.

Therefore, the scripts of the Thai, Leos end Lu look the
same and are similar to the form of pea seeds. Some other
peoples like Méo, X8 and Pudc ... were much slower than the Thei.
And, there was nothing for them, even peas. That is the resson
why they heve not had their seripts yet. Legends sre fer from
history - But they have shown us the truth thet the scripts of
the Thei, Leos and Ly are close to each other in meny ways. We,
therefor, think that it is useful to search for comparison
between these scripts scientifically. It is still impossible to
define charly the appeasing time of these scripts, but they
must have been for over 1,000 years. Because the Vietnamese
Thai are completely sure that their "Théng ning Xu" - the bark
bags with engraved scripts have been made since Tao Xudng, Teo
Ngan led Thai people from Liwong Oun, lkuong Ai to lkuong Lo (2),
The early of this century we hope that a complete study sbout
the scripts of the Thai, Laos and Lw will bring useful scientific
conclusions.

First of all, we study and compare the present-used scripts
of Vietnamese Thei and Thai people in Thailend.

A. Comparison between Thai scrips in Vietnsm and
in Theilang.
I, Consonant [}n (td).

(2) Quar Té Muong (History of Thai in Vietnam).

i (Thdng ning Xu" was engraeved by hard pens. To reed it, you
must use "lack nho "-& pink - bellied frnit to rub on, and
the letters appear.
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