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The aim of this paper is to show the modification
of bases in Meiteiron. The paper deals about the chang-
es of consonants and vowels in the process of compound-

ing.

Introduction

The general characteristics of the morphophonemic
changes in Meiteiron roots are very irregular.The sound
changes which occur in compounding can be discussed in
the following headings. They are (1) voicing, (2) deas-
piration, (3) change of latéral sound, (4) changes of
nasals, (5) changes of vowels, (6) loss or delation and

(7) addition of semi-vowels.

1. Voicing

In the process of voicing, the voiceless sounds
change into voiced sounds. The type kof process is of
progressive assimilation. The unaspirated voiceless
stop sounds p,t,c,k are found to have changed into
their voiced countefpart b,d,j.,g, respectively, when
the second root is preceded immediately by a voiced
sound (i.e., a nasal, a vowel ) or a . semi-vowel. It is

shown in the following table,.



375

1lst root ends in
a nasal, or a se-
mi-vowel or a
vowel

in a nasal
vowel or a
vowel

ends in a nasal
or a vowel, or
a vowel, or a
semi-vowel

ends in a nasal

or a vowel, or
a semi-vowel
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Examples
p > b

phi + pan

cloth border

h

ta + pum

month whole

khoD + pi

leg mother

pMban b
thabum
khosbi b

4 2nd root = Compound
begins with [7Voice]e;E Voice]
p- p> b
___________________ e
begins with
t- t > 4
f e *L _________________
begins with
c- c > 3
begins with
k- k » g
i S
[ +Voice |
b
+Vowel
- d +nasal
3j +semi-vowel
L s ]

order of cloth'

‘the whole month!

ig toe'!



lam + pan =
land arum

huy + pu =
dog owner

san t pu =
cow owner

lay + pak =
land + broad

caw *t pey =

big to be fool

t > a

phi + ta =
cloth type

khog + ta =

leg shape

khoy + tog =
navel high
h

t aw + tew =

duty + to do

sen + ton =
money fo debt

lam + tog =
land to be high
cis + tog =

hill to be high
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lemban
huybu
sanbu
laybak

cawbag

plida
khogda

khoydog

thawdaw

sendon

lamdog

CinOﬂ

‘wild arum!

‘owner of dog'

'owner of cow'

‘clay"*

‘fool!

'type of cloth'

‘shape of leg'

'‘one having big
naval’

'‘mode of doing'

'debt*

'high land’'

‘high hill®



cig + tum =

hill to be round
pa t ton =
eyelash tip

c > 3

phi + caw =
cloth to be big

phi + cam =

cloth ordinary

thog + caw
door to be big
kh =

-an + caw =
pan to be big

sam + ci =

hair near

khaw + caw =

bag to be big

hay + caw =

fruit to be big

k > g
phi + kag =
cloth to be dry

thag + kon =

sword to be curyed
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cigdum

padon

plijaw

~plijem

thogjaw
khagjaw
samji

khawjaw

hayjaw

h, |
p igag

thaggon

'hillock!*

'end of eyelash'

'big cloth'

‘ordinary cloth'

'door!

'big pan'

'knot of hair'

'big bag’

'big fruit!'

'dry cloth!

'sickle'!



