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0. Attribute is one of the basic syntactic funtions of Chinese
adjectives. Whether “de”<{]>is needed or not while being an attribute
(1.e.modifying nouns)is an old problemwhich has been discussed in
many works but never thoroughly settled in the past.I’'m sorry not to
be able to list the works concernedone by one because of the
limited space here.

Generally speaking, adj.-attribute has three Forms: | . modifies a
noun directly(Adj. +N.): [!. mustor can be followed by "de” <>
while modifying a noun(Adj. +de+N.): and [|i. follows "h &n” <ff>
(or its equivalents) firstly and be followed by "de” while modifying
a noun ({8 h 2nlorits equivalents]+Adj+de+N). Most adjectives
can be used freely or alternatively in the three Forms above
according to the different context.mood and style in texts or speech:
but the others musthave a choice and can be used in one Form or two.
For example.jii< /A > can be used only in Form !: hén jil de shi <4}
2K a long-existed thing>.but never in Form | : «jiishi <A H>
or Form |]: «jitt de shi < ANH>.

The studies before are often illustrated with wishful examples and
almost never based on a certain amount of random materials. Without
a thoroughstudy of a certain amount of random materials, of course
we can not clearly tell which adjectives can be used in which Form.
And the paper here aims at making a thorough investigaticn of the
concrete usage, distribution and frequencyof adjectives in the three
Forms according to concrete materials, which we hope to be able to
supply a useful reference for the computational linguistics or the
Chinese teaching as a foreign language.

For this reason ., we’ve collected 2098 Chinese adjectives!®? and
(1] Theadjectives analyzed in this paper are mainly extracted from the
concerned papers & books at home and abroad.At first,we collected all the words

marked as adj.(2500 in all),then according to language habbit or perception,

we cancelled those which are obviously not adjectives, such as {£i%, PP, {54¥%,
% BE, B2, LK, BY), Fk,ete] from HanyuShuiping Cihui yu Hanzi Dengji
Dagang( (Uil H FidiC SNFFRARN) , Pressof Beijing Languages’ Institute,
1992); OO, U, KW, H™, R, ¥ A, AK,etc., from Xinbian Hanyu
Duogongneng Cidian( (ﬁﬂ%}li&gﬂjmk) ,International Culture Press,1989)
chief-edited by X4, H1TH#; and FM from Xingrongci Yongfa Cidian( (AR
%15 ) , Hunan Publishing House,1992) by ¥${T-# and HK#E.
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made an overall study and stastical analyses of their syntactic
functions,with which the paper here has been written.And the
benefitial advices about it from the readers or scholars are always
welcomed.It’s necessary to state that the sub—classification and the
terms used here somewhat differ from the others, but for the
convenience of writing style, we’veto adoptit of which the gene-
ral frame is like the following:

Pure Adj.,e.g. da< k>, hong<#[>,
ghox | ng < B>,
. renzh én <iAH >,
Common Adj. duo< Z>keku<#ZE>...
(the essential
part of Adj.) | Non-pure Adj.,e.g.b 1 lu<$85 AB>,
rebhihi<#EE, ABB>,
youy ou< &k, AA>,
hionghinglielie

Adj. <HHF. AABB>...
non-predicative adj.,
pecial  Adj. o.g. dnx ing<ARI>,
(the subsidiary : ruonx ¢ ag< ikt
part of Adj.)

non-attributive Adj..e.g.tun< % >
| anx <>

1. Monosyllabic Adjectives

1.0. Monosyllabic adjectives can be divided into three kinds when
they modify nouns: A.B and C.

1.1. Classification

1.1.1. Adjectives of KindA can be used in Form = and Form .
and the ones with a small plus sign + on the right side also can be
used in Form [!.The underlined words can follow da< k> when modifying
nouns directly, e.g. da méirén< AFE A >.da nanti< AHEG>. da
léngtian< K%K >. The da <A > here is something like hén <fg>in
meaning,but not the samein grammatical structure,because if weuse
h&n<{@> instead of da< k> here.”de”< > isneeded: h¥nméi de rén
<TREMA>. hénnan de f <7BAYE>. hénléng de tian<{BBHIK>.
There are 113 words of Kind A:

4 B+ anf#f bhi [§ bang ¥ bao W+ ben £

bi&n f§ bid #§ chéni® changf+ chéu H chun i+

ad K ci 1 da K+ dai F di i dbu BE

du # dulinki+ & & féi JB feng $1. gao &+

gh @&  guai & gudi ¥ guang)t gui R hio fF+
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héi B+ hong4+ hou/E+ hua ¥ huang+ hun §
i & jian 43 fng iE jiu |H+ jué< 42, unique> 2
kong7Zy ki ¥+ kudi{f kuanF kuangf¥  kuo @
lin §+ lin # o % libng I lng B lie Z
I 4+ luan §| mang{ mé&i ¥ meén (2] méng 5§
mi # mido§ nan 3 lan r=3 nen # néng &
pingft ping ¥ pé B qidnE  qibkng#  qido Ij
qin £  qing B+ qing }§ qidng 3y ré #®H ru¥n ¥+
rut 35 sio B/Mp s2 M shd (@ shén sheng 4+

shi- g+ shou ¥ s ¥ st 4 s ®
suin fkl.of acid>  suan<#§2,pedantic> sul # tang %
tian Ff+ tie &+ wai F+ wanZ+ win B
xt i+ xian K+ xiang F+ xido /4 xTn Hi+
yé ¥ ying §+ yuan[@+ yudnit za 2 zha #

zho B zhi B zhdng®E 2zl %

1.1.2. Most monosyllabic adjectives of Kind Acan be used only
in Form | .butthe ones with a small plus sign+ on the right side can
also be used in Form |: fangzhuozi < 78 F>. fangde zhuozi < jHi®
‘F>. There are 65 words of this kind which is divided into two

groups (a and b):
(@)  of M dan # fén T fei ¥ fu fi

fu gong< /\male (animal).opposite to muff>

héng hua ¢ hul % huo < j%.alive>

jué<#x1. being cut off>(2! liang< R&.fine>

mil< ff.female (animal) oppositeto gong 7% > nan B

néngft ni & pang¥  shi<5Cl.solid.not empty>
shuangfl wu 5 xiong ([X[2.inauspious or ominous)
xibng M yang(Pd, open) yin ( [f.hidden)

yuan( f.crude) zh&éng B  zbng ( A, overall, total)

(b) cha # fang 5+ gan F han ¥ ha} huang 7%
jido #f jin & ku #%  man(i.full filled: ~ & .~ §)
man (&: ~X) mho £ mi (B FE~iB)
m® mian ming (8f: ~ A.~1) nuan g
q qing & qfng B rou £  shi(S2:true.honest)
shu & shun @it  téng [§ weni® wénir xifn R
xié (¥f,abnormal or evil:~3), ~(7JL) xié(f4,oblique: ~ [HHE)

xiong( X 1.fierce,fearful) yén =~ yang ¥
zhén J{+ zhéng (iFl, straight,upright;situated in the middle)
zhuan H:~ A lidng 3%+

[2]#82 is different to some degree from other words of Kind A.It is collocated
only with the word i5JL, and a solid wordwill be made if in Form [ : 485% JL;but
if in Form [lI,a numeral—classifier compound is needed before i%JL which also
can be another noun,e.g. fRAI—Fi%l, MBM—FF(—HHK, ...) etc.

(3] 41 is a non-predicative adjective which means “unable to go through®,
*being cut off”; ¥42 is a common adjective which means: “unigue®, # that no one
catch up” and can be both attribute (4i%JL) and predicate (HHMFiEILNAE).
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1.1.3.Most monosyllabic adjectives of KindC can be used in Form i,
but the one with a small plus sign + on the right side also can
be used in Form ||. Thereare 44 words of this kind of which most
are non-attributive adjectives(*l:

dofilt Dblofy bLOM  can ¥ cin 8 chen ¥

chong (¥, with vim and vigour:vigorous)

diao 7] duixf duo® fan 4 fan ¥ guang |~

gui 5 ji 4 jiang(® fin ¥  jing #f  jian B

W B lei 2 naoff pian{g ping F quan 4
shudifff jil A  sh¥o /> song #  tong A& wang AF

x1 B xidngmy xU g yan i  zao #f

zhéng< IF2.(of colour or flavour)pure;right> zhuangit

zhun ¥ zu £ suan (§3.tingle:ache) (o) teng &

tong G+ yang ¥+

1.2. Grammatical Characteristics. In this part.we’ll state the
similarities or differences of the three kinds of monosyllabic
adjectives.

1.2.1.Most words of kind C and B can be wused in Form | and .
respectively and never confused with each other;but A is very
complicated. Very few words(onlythe last three:jffi+ £+ F¥E+)of Kind
C and some of Kind A can be used in both Form i’ and [/: some of
kind A and some of group (b) in KindB can be used in Form |. and
while the others of KindA can be usedfreely. Broadly speaking. the
three kinds of monosyllabic adjectives are quite different in
substance and the frame of their relationships is just like a
chain illustrated below:

KindC

=

Form [ Form[] Form |

The words of KindC which can be used in Form [; are so few that
it’s unnecessaryto take it into consideration here.Thus the only
coincidence we’ve to deal with is just that of Kind A and B. We
know from above thatthe words with a small plus sign can be used in
Form [] but we should point out that the difference between themof

[4]) Conditioned non-attributive adjective are adjectives that can be used only
in Form [, as to which well discuss in another paper.

(5] Asto suan< >, we have Bl Mi2, K4 differently classified because of the
different meaning items. And we regard #2 (sad) as an absolute non-attributive
adjective =0 that well not discuss it here.



