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0.Brief Introduction

As weknow.adjectivesin Chinese generally can be used as attribute
and predicate.But some of themcan’t be predicates,such as daxing< A%l>
chiba< P> etc.:some of them can’t be attributes(even if de<@y>isadd-
ed) such as h¥oylsi< #FFEHE > .duo<£>.etc. The former is callednon-predi-
cative adjective and the latter non-attribute adjective .both of which
might be adverbial and for complement. And we call themspecial adjec-
tives (the subsidiary part of adjectives).

Aboutspecial adjectives.there have been lots of works which have
done much beneficial exploration, but most of themare illustrated with
wishful examples. As to the problems such as what proportion they oc-
cupy in Chinese adjectives, whatwords they dre in details.and what
grammatical characteristics they bear in themselves, and so on.no one
has done thoroughly in a certain amount of random collection of ad-
jectives. It’s inconvenient for, the teaching of Chineseas a foreign
language and the research in computational linguistics.

30 we write the humble piece of writing based on the thorough analy
-ses of 2098 adjectives.PIt's necessary to state that the sub-classi-
fication of adjectives and their terms used here somewhat differ from
the other scholars.but for the convenienceof writing,we’ve to adopt it

(DThe adjectives analyzed in this paper are mainly extracted from the
concerned papers & books at homeand abroad. At first,we collected all the
words marked as adj.(2500in all),then according to language habbit or perception
,we cancelled those whichare obviously not adjectives, such as i, £F, ¢,
5, BE, FR, T, BV, JB%k, etc. from HanyuShuipingCihui yu Hanzi Dengji
Dagang( {{VBK AL SNFIFIHAN: , Press of Beijing Languages’ lnstitute,
1992); OOARA, SUHE, (KW, 8, RIBE, X, AR, etc.from Xinbian Hanyu
Duogongmeng Cidian ( {FHHIGELIHRITMA ) ,International Culture Press, 1989)
chief-edited by BE4, F47f#; and FH from Xingrongci Yongfa Cidian( < FEAIHH
i&if# ) , Hunan Publishing House,1992) by ¥¢{T## and L.
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of which the general frame is like this:

—

Pure Adj..e.g. dd<A>.h6éng<4>.
‘g aox i ng<f@¢>.
rénzh én<{\H>, i
| Common Adj. dus<£>keki<ZE>...
i (the tial
| part of Adj.) | Non-pure Adj.,e.g.b 113 <Fég AB>,
| reh oh 0 <#$HFEFE, ABB>,
i

y ouy 0 u<ff&, AA>,
h 5ngh ongli eli e

Adj. 1 <FEFFL AABB>..
’ ! Non-predicativeAd;..
! i pecial Adj. | e.g. dox ing<KRI>,
| ! (the subsidiary ru dnx | ng<¥HKE>...
i part of Adj.)

| | _—

s

Non attributive Adj..e. -g-tu o<£>
anx | n< &>,

Besides.this paper aims at making a thorough investigation of a
certain amount of random adjectives(2098),in order to find out what
proportion they occupy, list them in details and make a brief in-
troduction of their grammatical characteristics: but not to or could
not make a meticulous description of very word(of special adjectives)
because of the limited space here.

1. Non-predicative Adjectives
1.1. Asto non-predicative adjectives, Mr. Lushuxianghas written a
monographic paper which contains somuch materials and so excellent de-
scription that no one really has caught up with it later®In Lus paper.
407 non-predicative adjectives have been listed and their seven syntac-
tical features have been stated in details: (1) modify nouns directly:
(2)most can be followed by de<{{)>while modifying nouns;(3) most can
follow shi<f&>or be used as a noun equivalent when they are followed
by de<{y>;(4) generally can’t be subject and object;(5) cannot be pre-
ticate;(6)can’t follow h¥n<ff> and(7)not bi< R>but féi<IE>is needed
in negative form. Just like what Mr. Luhas said, the non-predicative
adjectives havea tendency to change gradually into common adjectives.
Perhapsbecause of the variation of meaning,somewords Mr.Lu listed
in the 407 words of his paper have changed now in meaning,and don’t
accord with the demands as non-predicative,such as dijf<{i{%.elementary
.dlite< ¥i%, distinctive>, gaoji < F4%, high-grade>, iimi< §| #,confidential>

2 see Luhuxiang ( S#1#) and RaoChangrong( % #):”On Non-predicativ Ade —
ctive Adisctives’,in Zhongguo Yuwen ( (FEI&L) ) 1981/2.
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juedui< #ixf,absolute>, kangré< $i#h, hot-proof>, naihub< i k,refracto-
ry>, wangwd< T, selfless>, wlixido< Ji¥{, invalid>,ySuxido< 3, valid>,
ySuyi< 3§, profitable>:buguizé< AN, irregular>.bapingdéng< RYE,
unequal>,etc., all of whichcan follow h¥n<fR>.féichang<dEH>, tai
< KX> and can be predicates,e.g.

Zhézhzsng fangfa h&ndate.

¥if#¥. This method is very unique.>
Zhézh&ng philié h&n buguizé.
< XFFHEMREAHEN. This arrangement is too irregular.>
Zhézh¥ng fénggé feichang date.
< XFPRAGIER2FE. This style is very distinctive.>

It is thus clear that non-predicative adjectives expressing property
and category are emerging and changing gradually all the time, and the
tendencyis to changeinto common adjectives.But sometimes one meaning
of certain words has changed but the other has not.For example, gaoj{
<B%%>still will be listed in non-predicative adjectives in the follow-
ing.but it has a small 1 on its upper right.which states that as non-
predicative adjective. gaoji means”senior” or "higher-ranking”:but as

common adjective it expresses the other meeanings.

Besides. the words such as hanyTng<{Y%: ~ {7#i>,jinggudng< H{ " ~
€kfg>and so on. will be regarded as abbreviation in this paper and
not as non-predicative as Mr. Lu did in his paper.

In order to run throughhis definition of adjectives (words which
can be both attribute and predicate).Mr.Zhu Dexi cut off the non-predi-
cative adjectives which generally can’t follow h&n<ff>and can be only
attribute from predicative word< weéic{ i§i#] in Chinese >, and put
theminto the kind of words called nominal word<tici{kj7] in Chinese>
and then give thema new name distinctive words<qiibiéci [X §iain Chi-
nese>. What’s different is that,Mr. Zhu discussed the monosyllables
such as jin<£>.yfn<{>, nan< B> nli<i>,etc. together with the di-
syllables or polysyllables;but Mr.Lu didn’t list the monosyllables
in the glossary of non-predicative adjectives, and just briefly discus-
sed themin the fourth part of his paper.Maybe this is because of the
different classification.since Mr.Zhu put hisdistinctive word (gt .bié
ci X $i7]) into nominal word(tici {4i7).of course it would include nén
< B> nli<ir>.jin< &>, yin< 4>, etc. which contain much more nominal
quality than disyllablic or polysyllabic non-predicative adjectives;
while Mr. Luregarded the non-predicative adjectives as the subsidiary
of adjectives,in which the words such as nan<$B>nli<#>,jin<4>,
yfn <4§>don’t haveso much adjectival quality as the disyllabic
or polysyllabic ones. because they can be nouns by themselves.

We adopt the term "non-predicative ad jective” mtroduced by Mr. Lu,
but equally put monosyllabic words such as nan<$> nli<?>,jin<$>.

@ see ZhuDexi (5k#RE), Yufadiangyi (, (iHiEif X ) , Commercial Press, 1984),
pp.52-54.
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yin<{f>and the disyllabic or polysyllabic ones together in classifi-
cation discussion. Thereasons are the following:(1)some monosyllabic
non-predicative adjectives can’t be used as noun directly (not in-
cluding the situation in Archaic Chinese.idiomatic expression or sysm-
metrical style).e.g.ci<i#f.female>, xiéng<Hf.male>. etc.which only can
modify nouns of animals :xibngli<#f. maledeer> .cinifo< M, female
bird>; (2) Asto nan<B> nli<4>, etc. which are in our opinion of two
kinds of usage: used to be nouns, they correspondto the sexual
distictive words: “man” and “woman” in English; when used to be non-
predicatives, they state which sex they belong to , and
correspond to the English words” male” and “female”. Jin< 4§ >is
"gold” in English, a kind of metal,when it’s a noun;but it corres-
ponds to “golden” or "of gold” when it’s non-predicative, and so on.

1.2.The non-predicative adjectives Mr.Lu collected are very plenti-
ful(407) and the investigation is quite perfect in his paper. Though
the ones in 2098 adjectives we’'re discussing here are not so many,yet
we’ve to adopt the latter in calculating the proportion of non-predi-
cative adjectives.By the way .Mr. Lu regarded jinhuAng<-4#> asa non-
predicate,.but we think it to be non-pure adjective of the common ad-
jectives. some grammar books regard xtduo<ifF£>.hdoxie<fHE> as
numeral-classsifier compounds, but we list themto be adjectives. In
this paper. we just deal with the usages of non-predictive adjectives
in Modern Chinese. As to the other usages, wejust give some indica-
tion if they haveto be talked about.

In 2098 adjectives there are'only 200 non-predicative ones which
occupies about 109%,.They will be listed in two groups. monosyllabic (1.
2.1.) and disyllabic (1.2.2.)and briefly illustrated in the part of
1.2.3 in the following.

1.2.1. Monosyllabic Words (31):

an B hidden,secret ci #f.female

dan #i,one.single fin f7,in reverse

foi JE,waste fu Hi.deputy fu ffi,negative

gong /), male(of animal) héng#§.horizontal  hua f£,multicoloured
hui JX.grey hub 7%, alive jué Hibeing cut off&
lidng B, fine(~ 24) ming %&.noted mify, female

nén $ male néngfE.able nii 4. female
pang3&.other.else shi 3E.solid shuang {.even-double
shin){@i.in the samedirection as (~fA}4t) = wujsg,dirty(~ 7k¥)
xiong X{,ominous xiong #,male

yang fl.south of hill or north of a river(archaic):open
yin[.north of hill or south of a river(archaic):hidden
1'#1is a non-predicative adjective which means “unable to go through”,
“being cut off”; #42 is. a common adjective which means: “unique”, ” that no one

catch up” and can be both attribute (#i%JL) and predicate (f{iBBFiEILKM).



