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Many languages have particles and affixes that are
problematic to the grammatical analysis. The functions and meanings of
these particles and affixes are not easy to identify on a clause or
sentence level because thev are determined by the structure of
connected discourse <(Longacre 1976). This clain is supported by the
evidence from Sgaw Karen‘. a language of Tibeto-Burman family.

In this language, there are several particles that have
discourse functions. Among these particles, the particle swe? is
dominant. This particle occurs in all texts® even though narrated by
different native speakers. In some texts it may occur with great
frequency, whereas in other texts it is onlv occasionally present. This
is not a matter of idiolects because its frequencyv of occurrence also
varies in texts narrated by the same individuals. At first glance it
seems to be randomly distributed. It may be preferred at any point
vhere the narrator’s emotions are involved. However, a closer look on
discourse level reveals its function and leaning.3

The particle swe? 1is usually attached to thematic material,
i.e. the significant information of narrative discourse called backbone
or storyline which is opposed to supportive material called background
or non-storvline.” Its first occurrence within the story is tied to

the plot structure® of the story. The particle swe? first appears
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at the inciting incident 1in texts 1, 2, 4 and 6; at the developing
conflict in text 25 and at the climax in text 5. Its common function
is to provide chronological theme lime cohesion to a discourse. That
is, it indicates progression to a new backbone event or activity.
However, not all backbone events or actions are marked by this particle.
The purpose of this study is to discuss the situations in which swe?
is used to mark temporal progression in discourse. It is found that
the narrators used this particle when they aimed to highlight an
important chronological Jjuncture, a backreferent to the previous
crucial event or activity, a connectivity of crucial successive events
or activities, a new cycle of a cyclical episode, a thematicity switch,
a thematic participant within an identification sequence and a role

reversal.

1. Highlighting an important chronological juncture

Temporal phrases or words that are preceded or tagged by the
particle swe? encode major time settings of the following crucial
events or activities. While swe? indicates important chronological
Juncture, it also indicates progression along the backbone. The
following examples, 1 and 2, from text 2 and text 4 respectively,
illustrate the function of swe? with temporal expressions to

highlight important time settings.

Example 1
1atokho ri ne B5 VERd ‘on the first day, [we, all
first day that let sister sisters] let the eldest
veko 1t 25 sister take care of him
eldest take-care him Cthe babyl.
swe? muchethd 2a p& In the wmorning, the six
pt. in-the-morning he younger sister younger sisters went to
x¢ va le klono pull grass.

six cl. go pull grass
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2a? vens veko  o? lakhi The eldest  sister was
she sister eldest be behind [left] behind to take
1u phés&hé va ne care of that baby.’

take-care child cl. that

The context of this example is that six sisters who owned
seven pigs wanted to have a little baby sister or brother and talked
about what thev wanted. A giant overheard them and disguised himself as
a baby boy. The six sisters found him and took him home. They decided
to take turns taking care of the baby. The eldest sister was the first
to start while the rest went to work in the field. Example 1 has the
temporal word puchethd preceded by the particle swe?. The
function of swe? is to highlight the temporal setting of the following
crucial events in which the story develops its conflict. That is, while
the eldest sister was taking care of the baby brother and fell asleep,

the baby became a giant and ate a big pig.

Example 2
SWE? SWe? VE VE ne ta khi ‘Finally, [it was) completely
pt. pt. finally completely dark dark. He cried "kwa kwa”
28 we k5? kwa? kwa? [and]l went underground.

he emp.mk. cry sound of toad
ne? 15 hokho be?1a?

enter in ground under

notaho keé ci? ci? 2o The deer returned [and] ran.
deer return run run step on [Hel stepped on the sten
ba? lusa khome of a gourd.’

touch,hit gourd stem

The context of example 2 is that a toad and a deer exchanged
labor. The toad went to help the deer work first. The deer provided
lunch for the toad and took him home. When it was the turn of the deer.

the toad neither gave him lunch nor took him home. After work. the toad
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went into a hole under the ground. The deer had to return alone. While
running, he stepped on the stem of a gourd.

The particle swe? in example 2 highlights the time juncture
encoded by the temporal phrase ve Ve ne ta khi ‘Finally, [it was)
completely dark’. This time juncture is crucial for the development of
the story because it was the nighttime and thus the deer could not see
the gourd and stepped on it. With this temporal phrase swe? occurs
twice. Its double occurrence confires the importance of the following

events which fore the climax of the story.

2. Highlighting a backreference

The effect of tagging a backreferential clause with swe? is
twofold. On the one hand swe? highlights the completion of the
previous crucial event restated by the backreferential clause which
serves as a point of reference for the following crucial event. On the
other hand the backreferential clause tagged by swe? indicates
that the crucial backbone event expressed by the independent clause
represents progression from the preceding backbone event. The
backreferential clause wusually occurs without an overt subject as in
the following example from text 2.

Example 3

¢

phéséhé va ne 152 Bl 2as4? *That child pretended to
child cl. that pretend sleep himself sleep.

159 pi 2asa? swe? pa VEDD [After the child) had pre-
pretend sleep himself pt. she sister tended to sleep, the eldest
weko chomowe 8%ta ni da? sister thought he (the
eldest think her child sleep then childl was asleep.’

i mino 2a  khothi?

sleep lie down to sleep him beside
ne mi

that sleep
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The context continues from example 1. After the eldest sister
fed the baby and put him in the crib, the baby pretended he was asleep.
In this example the repetitive adverbial clause 152 i 2as8?
‘pretend one wvas asleep’ was tagged by swe? to highlight the
coepletion of the previous crucial event and to indicate that the

following crucial event builds on the previous one.

3. Highlighting a connectivity of successive events

A serial clause construction 1is often used to encode
successive events or activities which are closely connected. It
consists of a series of clauses with one overt subject present in the
initial clause. The following clauses have =zero anaphora as their
subjects (Burusphat 1986). The events or activities encoded by this
construction are chronologically related and have the same overall
setting or point of reference. The particle swe?  precedes the
second clause. It marks progression of a new event or activity which
builds on the preceding event or activity and highlights a connectivity
of these two successive events or activities as in the following

example fror Text 5. The clauses are numbered for convenience of

reference.

Example 4

cl.1 %a w€ ke to si 2a ‘He returned to hit a male
he emp.mk. return hit die he pig Cuntil it]l died.
tho?pha
pig male

Cl.2 swe? ks ms pa he 2092 Then (hel called Cother]
pt. call eat people come eat people to come to eat

[it1.’

The context of this example 1is that a king had seven
daughters. He wanted the voungest daughter to get married. So he

announced that if any man could sleep in the khlo?, i.e. a kind
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of big bell wused for special occasions, the king would let him marry
his daughter. Because of the cold, everybody who volunteered died
vithin the khl0?. However, one young man survived because of his wit.
The king refused to let him marry his daughter. Then he went to consult
an owl. The owl told hie to kill a male pig. The following events are
in example 4 and they are chronologically connected by the particle
swe?.

In some instances of serial clause construction, the particle
swe? is also used to connect a set of events or activities with
another. 1In doing this, it further indicates a change of direction from

a set of events or activities to another as in example 5 from Text 2.

Example 5

cl.1 phés&hé kva pva ai 11 ‘The child saw the person
child see person sleep already [the eldest sister] sleep.

Cl.2 swe? veths rs? lothosa? d5?saka? then C[hel got up, sneaked
pt. get up sneak disguise giant to disguise as a very old
pva si ta du giant,

old very one cl.

Cl.3 1o 259 tho? pbé ph&db? 15 Chel went down to eat a
go down eat pig male big at whole big male pig under
kholade ne 13?7 the house,

the-space-under-a-house that whole

ta du
one cl.
cl.4 swe? ke tho  20? do? 15 chu? then Chel returned to get
pt. return go up be a.aux.” at crib back into that crib,
pu ne

in that
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Cl.5 lothosa? phésibé [he) disguised as a child,

disguise child

€1.6 ho do raru Chel cried continually.’
cry again continually
The context of this example is example 3. 1In this example
clauses 2 and 3 carry a set of activities and clauses 4,5,6 encode
another set. These two sets are connected chronologically by the

particle swe?.

4. Highlighting a new cycle of a cyclical episode

A cyclical construction is also found in the data. This
construction involves going around and around in multiple cycles. The
first cycle conveys new information while the following cycles
consist of new situations with semantically similar activities.’

In Sgaw Karen texts swe? 1is frequently used to introduce
a new cycle other than the first one. However, the attachment of swe?
to a new cycle 1is not obligatory. The preference of this particle at
any point has to do with the speaker’s emotions (cf. Leenhouts 1978).
Example 6 illustrates series of eight cycles. The second, third,
fourth, and sixth cycles are introduced by swe?. The whole episode is
very lengthy, therefore only three cycles are given. 1In this example
swe? introduces the second and the third cycles.
Example 6

nathi sé?pvité ‘The water spirit was angry.

wvater spirit angry

First cycle
sa  le 2992192 na? [He)l would go to ask the
will go repay wild banana wild banana to pay for
Chis son’s deathl.

na? té po sina na 1le The wild banana said, "How

wild banana say I know you go do I know? Go and ask the
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ca thd? p5 0? da? Ve ts va pig. 1 was alone. I (myself)
ask pig 1 be a.aux. a.aux. one cl. was not strong. (The pig]
pétbklé p5t5n6 he ci? ran [and) hit me. I rolled
1 myself was not strong come run down. I hit you. I did not
cu? ba? pva p5 ri?oxw? know what [I hitl.”

hit touch/hit person I roll down
ps ba? na tavatava pa to

1 touch,hit you whatever I not
sina

know

Second cycle

swe? nathi 1€ ca? d3? tho? Then the water spirit went
pt. water spirit go ask again pig to ask the pig.

tho? té p5 sina nu pé 202 da? The pig said, "How do I know?
pig say I know q.pt. I be a.aux. 1 was alone in my pigsty.
Ve p5 swi p5 ts sina ta%e? I did not know anything.
a.aux. my pigsty 1 not know what A cobra crawled into my
vuss  he bl0? p5 swi p5 ci pigsty. 1 ran without
cobra come crawl my pigsty I run direction”

na?ci?na?co

without direction

Third cycle

swe? 1¢ ca? do? vuss bo Then ([the water spiritl
pt. go ask again cobra cl. vent to ask the cobra.

vEss  tewe p% sina p5 202 da? The cobra said, "How do
cobra say that 1 know I be a.aux. 1 know 7 I was alone, not
Ve diludila interfering with anybody.
a.a. not interfere with anybody The old bamboo fell down
va pva 1o che? ba? Land] pierced my backbone.

bamboo old down pierce touch,hit 1 crawled without
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p% plbkhé pa blo? direction."™’
py backbone I crawl
na?ci?na?co 15

without direction f.pt.

The context of this example continues from that of example 5.
After the deer stepped on the stem of a gourd, the gourd rolled and hit
the sesame. The sesame then hit a chicken’s eyes. The chicken went up a
bamboo tree. The bamboo tree then pierced a cobra. The cobra moved into
a pigsty. A pig ran and hit a wild banana. The wild banana hit a son of
wvater spirit. The waterspirit was angry. Example 6 is the following

part of the story.

5. Highlighting a thematicity switch

A thematic agent is the major participant who is the focal or
central character on a given part of narrative (Jones and Nellis 1979).
Thematicity switch occurs when there is a switch of interest from one
thematic agent to another as the discourse progresses. It is highlighted
by the particle swe? onlv when a newv thematic participanl is
involved in crucial events or activities such as an inciting incident,
a developing conflict, and a climax. The following example from text 1

illustrates a thematicity switch highlighted by the particle swe?.

Example 7
swe? pa 29 si? kla? ne “Then, the person who was
pt. person drink liquor cl. that drinking said that he
te 2%a ta tona%co ta (the orphan) talked non-
say he emp.mk. talk nonsense f.pt. sense. [They] beat the
to sako? co phxbvé orphan.

beat help together man orphan

swe? pa sé?pvé ta va 0? Then, an old man came down

pt. person old one cl. be Cand) said, "wWhy do you
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hélo te di to co phxbvé beat the orphan? Before
come down say that beat man orphan beating him, listen (to
ba?tava 1>  sels s ks himl first."

why f.pt. before you(pl) will

to  ta ne kena 10%2ce ta

beat him that listen first f.pt.

tu2avi

finish

swe? pa kla? ne kana Then, the group of them
pt. them group that listen listened to the bird.’

kena tho be? ne ko?
listen bird cl. that say

The context is that a bhusband told his wife not to let pigs
out of the pigsty while he was out. But the wife let the pigs go and a
snake rolled itself around a pig’s leg. The wife used a stick to move
the snake away from the pig. The more she did this the bigger the snake
was. The big snake then rolled itself around the wife’s waist and
dragged her into its hole. The villagers told a pigeon to get the
husband. The husband was drinking with other men and did not listen to
the pigeon. An orphan man did not drink and heard what the pigeon said.
He told those men what he heard. The example begins with a thematicity
switch from the orphan =an to a group of men. Another thematicity
switch is from the group of men to an old man. The next interest switch
ijs from the old man to the group of men. This part of the story is
crucial in that the husband knew what happened to his wife and returned

home to rescue her.

6. Highlighting a thematic participant within an identification sequence
After a thematic agent is identified, he is usually encoded
by =zero anaphora. But this thematic agent can be re-identified for

emphatic prominence within the same identification sequence by
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attaching the particle swe? to an 1overt subject referring to him.
The purpose of swe? is to signal that the following event or
activity involved by this thematic agent is pivotal and unexpected'

as in example 8 from text 2.

Example 8
Identification
swe? me  tani do?saka? phi?dﬁ? te ‘One day a big giant came
pt. one day giant big one beside the field.

de hé bhé 15 xw? x5

cl. coee come at field beside

Re-identification

P nahu nekhlu? we ?a [He) overheard them [seven
[hel hear hide a.aux. them sisters] talking to each
ta te 102s2? other.

in progress talk each other

Re-identification for emphatic prominence

swe? d5?saka? du ne That giant disguised Chimself)
pt. giant cl. that as a very lovely good baby boy.
ke lothosa? phosaho phokhwapho [Hel came [and] was crying
return disguise child baby boy beside the field.’

t> va 19%e? ve 1e?1e? hé ho
one cl. lovely good very come Cry
15 xu X ne

at field beside that

The context is the same as example 1. (In this example the
particle swe? occurs twice. The effect of the first swe? is to
highlight a temporal setting. In the meantime it also indicates
progression along the backbone). The second swe? provides emphatic

prominence for the thematic agent of an unexpected pivotal event, that
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is, the giant disguised as a baby boy. This thematic agent is given
even more emphasis by attaching ds ne ‘classifier that’ to the
noun do?saka? ‘giant’.
7. Highlighting a role reversal

When the particle swe? attaches to a thematic agent, it
sometimes signals a role reversal event, i.e. there will be a radical
change of some one’s fortunes in a story where the aggressor will
become the victie and vice versa (Longacre 1976). The example of a role

reversal from text 4 is illustrated below.

Example 9
node?kwd? notaho le ‘A toad and a barking deer
toad barking deer go vent to exchange their
22d519? sa? labor by pulling grass.
exchange labour pull grass The toad went to work for
node?2kl15? va le mad? the barking deer [first].
toad person go work for When it was time to
notaho nuba? ke 25? return Chomel to eat rice,
barking deer it’s time return eat the barking deer took the
me  notahd ke 292 ks toad bhome C[and gavel him
rice barking deer return eat take rice. In the evening the
2a me mwhalo notaho ke barking deer took the
hie rice evening barking deer return toad Chomel.
ks 2o
take him
SWE? notaho le maka?ke 2o The barking deer went to
pt. barking deer go return the labour vork for the toad. When it
auba? 252 me to ke 202 vas time to return [home]
it’s time eat rice not return eat to eat rice, [the toad)
ks we muhaha ta ke ks did not take C[the barking

take him nighttime not return take deer homel to eat (ricel.
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VE At nighttime C[the toadl
hin did not take him Chomel.’

The context is the same as example 2. The particle swe?
indicates that a role reversal is coming. That is, the barking deer
will become a victim and the toad will become an aggressor. This role
reversal event is an inciting incident which is crucial for the

development of the story.

8. Summary

This paper discusses the functions of the particle swe?
in connected discourse. The basic function of this particle is to mark
progression of the thematic events or activities. In marking
progression, the particle swe? 1is specifically used to highlight an
important chronological Jjuncture, & backreference, a tonnectivity of
successive events, a new cycle of a cyclical episode, a thematicity
switch, a thematic participant within an identification sequence and a
role reversal.

Even though the particle SWE? corroborates thematic
material, it is also found within embedded material encoded by a
different discourse type, i.e. procedural discourse. In text 3 there
vere a grandmother, a granddaughter and a grandson. One day the
granddaughter went to work and told the grandson how to take care of
the grandeother step by step. The quote 1is an embedded procedural
discourse in which the particle swe? is used to move progression an
additional step along the backbone of procedural discourse.

The occurrence of swe? within procedural discourse shows
that swe? not only marks progression of events or activities taken
place within a completed time as in narrative discourse but also
indicates progression of activities which are anticipated within a
projected time as in procedural discourse. "’

In Sgaw Karen narratives, there is another discourse particle,

i.e. pld or bl5 which behaves similarily to the particle swe?.
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It is used interchangeably with swve? and found within only one
lengthy text narrated by another elderly native speaker. As this article
focuses on the particle swe?, this text is not used for the analysis.
However, further study of this particle will discover its real meaning

and function.”
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Notes

According to Ratanakul (1986), Sgaw Karen is accepted by most
anthropologists to belong to the Tibeto-Burman family, a branch
of Sino-Tibetan Stock. In Thailand, Sgaw Karen is spoken by a
hill tribal group called Kariang Khaw or Yang Khawv emigrating
from Burma more than two hundred years ago. This hill tribal
group reside in the western half of the northern Thailand
(Dhananjayananda 1983).

This article 1is based on six texts narrated by two female native
speakers aged 13 and 21 years who speak a dialect of Sgaw Karen
at Hua Pon village, Amphoe Khunyuam, Maehongsorn province,

Thailand. The texts are as follows:

Text 1 no T
Mrs. Mue-E
Text 2 pé ds pﬁ ve nwi va

Seven sisters
Text 3 pa d5 pho pbi s va

The grandmother, the granddaughter, and the grandson
Text 4 node?kws?  notaho

The barking deer and the toad
Text 5 copa phé U nuwi va

The king and seven daughters
Text 6 pa a3 pﬁ wve kbhi va

Two brothers
I would like to thank Assistant Professor Amon Tawesak for checking
the transcription of these texts.
Cf. other studies of ‘mysterious’ particles and suffixes in Jones
and Longacre, eds. (1979)
The backbone or storyline is referred to as any happenings which
are punctiliar, sequential, and (most often) voluntary (Longacre
1990 . These happenings contribute to the movement of the
narratives. The background or non-storyline includes all

supportive materials other than the main line of development in a
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discourse (Longacre 1983).

See a discussion of the notional features of climactic narrative
discourse (the plot) in Longacre (1983).

Jones (1861) classifies aspectual auxiliaries as a word class
occurring after other members of the verb class. This word class

has the following members:

ba? ‘emphasized action’

da? ‘minimized action’

ko? *general or uncertain event’
di? *incomplete event (still,yet)’
wé ‘reported event’

do? ‘continuing action’

The aspectual auxiliaries found in this study and have a

similar function to the above aspectual auxiliaries include:

da? ‘minimized event or action’
,

VE ‘reported event’

do? *continuing action’

The cyclical construction is similar to the overlay construction

as found in Grimes (1975), therefore it is often mistaken as the

overlay construction. In overlays, there is no temporal
progression. The same facts are repeated about the same
situation. But in cycles, it 1is different situations with

similar actions by different participants. See a detailed
discussion of cycling and overlaying in Thomas (1978).

Cf. a discussion of prominence that occurs vith  emphatic
significance in Callow (1974).

See a discussion of the parameter PROJECTION used for a
classification of discourse genres in Longacre (1983).

1 wish to thank Mrs. Dorothy Thomas for her valuable comments and
suggestions. My thank also goes to Miss Kanda Yagi for the

preparation of manuscript.
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