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I. 1. About the language analysed in this paper.
The language described hereafter is that o

the Southern Palaung, commonly known as Pale.

Palaung as a whole belongs to the Northern
branch of the Mon-Khmer family.

The Southern Palaung live scattered in
isolated groups, each group numbering several thou-
sand people, throughout the Southern Shan States and

towards the Salween in the Eastern Shan States.

There is no specific name for the Southern
Palaung or their language. They call themselves
"Di Ang”. By the Burmese they as well as other
smaller Palaung groups are referred to as "Pale".
They are sometimes referred to as "Ngwe-Palaung" or
"Silver Palaung" in contrast to the "Shwe-Palaung"
or "Gold Palaung" 1living around Namsham. The name
"Silver Palaung" refers to their distinctive dress

and apparel.

The language of the Southern Palaung is so
different from that of the Gold Palaung that the two
peoples do not understand each other, so that for
communication purposes Burmese or Shan has to be
used. Phonologically, lexically, and grammatically
Southern Palaung is so different from Northern
Palaung that it can be regarded as a separate lan-

guage rather than a dialect of the same language.



In this paper the name "Pale" will be used

the Southern Palaung and their language.

2. The grammatical analysis presented in this
er is based on some 7,000 words of continuous
ken text and on about the same amount of data
cited from various native speakers of Southern
aung. The findings of the basic analysis have
n checked against a wide variety of transcribed

oken and literary) materials from this language.

3. The transcription used for the Pale speci-
s in this paper is nearly phonemic. The symbols
e been chosen for ease of reading (for those who
unfamiliar with phonetic symbols) and for ease
printing. The symbols used therefore do not

ays correspond to their IPA values.

Since this paper is concerned with phrase
clause structure of grammar only, the given lan-
ge data is not suitable for phonological interpre-

ion and comparison.

The grammatical model.

The model used here is the Syntagmatic
el, otherwise known as the "structure-function"
.el. This is a hierarchical model which has been
‘eloped by experience in linguistic analysis.
ights owing to other descriptive models, espe-
1ly tagmemic and systemic grammar, have been
lied in developing this model with the aim of

.ping it as simple and useful as possible.

Terms used here conform for the most part
the other models mentioned above. The term
:vel" has been adopted from tagmemics and therefore
s not correspond to the term "level" as used by

.liday in the Systemic Grammar Model. The terms



6

"unit," "class," and "type" come close to the usage
of the same terms in Systemic Grammar. The term
"syntagmatic feature" is peculiar to the syntagmatic
model. It is used as a means of describing grammat-
ical relationships; thanks to it, the model

becomes more simple, less rigid than in tagmemics
and, in my opinion, more suited to the description o

languages in South East Asia.

III. 1. The clause level.

The clause leyel consists of clauses which
function as elements in the sentence. Clauses can
also function as clause constructs in the nucleus or
periphery of the nominal phrase. The functional
classes are not stated in this paper since there is
also no statement about the sentence in which clause

classes function.

Generally, every clause in the language 1is
marked by a pause in speech. According to its
length, this pause signals different relationships
in the next higher level. Every clause is also
marked by a characteristic intonation pattern, which

also marks different types of clauses.

The structure of the clause may be repre-

sented as:

Cl =+ S: np +P: vp +0: np + R: pp + M: advp
1.2, According to its structure, the clause
may be subdivided into 3 types:

a. 1indicative
b. imperative

c. 1interrogative

1.2.1. The indicative clause is marked by a high-
falling intonation at the end of the clause.



uctually, it may be further subdivided into 4
types. The first three subtypes are closer in
ir relationship to each other than the fourth;

s is true of their structure as well as of their

ction. The four subtypes are:
a. transitive
b. dintransitive
C. descriptive

d. equational

Each of these differs from the other in the
urrence of optional clause elements; also, the
lei of verb phrases are filled by different verb

sses, which are mutually exclusive.

On the basis of frequency and function at
ferent places in the structure of the sentence as
1 as on the basis of structural similarity, the
st three subtypes (transitive, intransitive and
criptive) may be grouped together as major clause
es. The fourth subtype (equational) may be

arded as a minor clause type.

Major clause subtypes can function as
her nucleus or periphery of a higher-level struc-
e; the minor subtype functions only as a nucleus
a higher level. Frequency counts show that the
t frequently occuring subtype of the statement
.use is the transitive clause, after which the

uence follows the order given here.

.1.1. The transitive clause, of highest fre-
ncy, may be described first in terms of its struc-
'e. On this basis the other two major clause sub-
es may be described in terms of their restric-

ns.
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The elements of the transitive clause are:
Cl tr = + S: np + P: vp + O: np + R: pp + M: advp

The arrangement and status of these elemen

may be diagrammed as follows:

B Y N '
Manner Subject | Predicate | Object | Relator | Manner
advp np vp np PP advp
outer inner outer

inner expans.
expans. | expans. expans
Periphery Nucleus Periphery

There are never more than two elements

occurring simultaneously in the post-nuclear peripher

The subject nominal phrase is obligatory
except in cases where a clause functions in a condi-
tional sentence consisting of a string of clauses,

where it is obligatorily absent but understood from
the context.

Example:
S:np 1 P:vp 1 O:np, R:pp
| o
' e
da 1 hmat ga | he hap | ou 1 kheng kasah an.
] ] ]
fisherman ! has put | me : in basket~trap hi

'"The fisherman has caught me in his trap.'

A special feature of the transitive clause
is the possibility of two clauses overlapping. Over
lap occurs at the post-verbal inner expansion of the

clause. There are two different types of overlap:



a. the nominal extension clause

b. the verbal extension clause

In a nominal extension clause the post-
rbal inner expansion consists of a nominal phrase
bject) which is at the same time the pre-verbal
ner expansion (subject) of a second statement
ause. This construction of a nominal extension
ause occurs only with a yery limited number of
ansitive verbs functioning as nucleus of the tran-
tive clause, which hence form a subclass of tran-
tive verbs. The overlap in question can be demon-

rated by a diagram:

nn. exp.

Nucleus

cl. 1 cl. 2

T T 1

1 1 L
an ! dua IV a ngeo I} paut ! an
he :gives :: cat : :ride : him

i (lets); | i 1 (on)

1 1 [ ]

I 1 [ 1

1 tl [ 1

1 [ T 1 ]

1 1 1 inn. exp.i | i1 inn. exp.

I L1 1 1

1 ] 1 1

1 [ —— i

] | ] ]

1 1 1 1

e lets the cat ride on him.'

po didang kasau tik.

1
J
1
I
u vyoat d
: becoming big very much
I
4
1
1
-d

i
]
d a
see | eye (of)
i
1

see the eye of the fish, which appears to be very
big.'



In a verbal extension clause the post-
verbal inner expansion consists not of a nominal
phrase but of a syntagmatic feature: di 'to' which
is followed by a transitive or intransitive statement
clause with an obligatorily absent pre-verbal inner
expansion (subject). Whenever a verbal extension
clause occurs the subject of the first clause is alsc

the understood subject of the clause.

The verbal extension clause can be demon=-

strated in a formula as follows:

Cl v.ex=+§ :np + P: vp + 03/
1, 2

np + R: pp)

Sfe di + (P: yp + O:

Example
Cll : sf : Cl2
[ !
.
an yi pdan } di | dua di ma vyun.
he asp. be able |} to ; give to the rabbit.

'He will be able to give (it) to the rabbit.'

1.2.1.2. The intransitive subtype of the indicatiye
clause may be now described by stating the restric-
tions of the basic clause pattern as described for

the transitive clause type.

The elements of the intransitive subtype

can be diagrammed as follows:

Cl intr = + S:np + P:vp * R:pp + M:iadvp

Example:



p R:pp M:advp

n gai khriu di tsouh long deng kadam um.

imond + gold this falls-goes down on bottom (of)

water

e diamond and gold drop down to the bottom of the
lake.'

Emphasis. The order of elements in the transi-
e as well as the intransitive indicative clause
given above may be changed if a particular element
the clause is emphasized. The emphasized element
shifted to the front, as follows:

a. 1if the emphasized element is an
element of the post-nuclear inner
expansion (object), it is shifted
to the head of the clause.

b. if the emphasized element is the
second element of the post-verbal
inner expansion (relator) or the
post-nuclear outer expansion of
the clause (manner), it is moved
forward to a position following
the nucleus.

2.1.3. The descriptive subtype of the indicative

ause has as its basic elements:
Cl des = + S:np + P:vp des
The verb phrase is manifested only by a

ctain subclass of verb phrases, namely the

scriptive verb phrase.

In rare cases the descriptive clause type
7 have been an outer expansion (adverbial) or a

Lator element.

If the relator element occurs as a post-
:lear inner expansion, it is manifested by one sub-
e of the prepositional phrase, the causal prepo-

:ional phrase, which never occurs as a relator



in other indicative clauses.

1.2.1.4. The Equational Clause may be structurally
subdivided, according to the presence or absence of
a verbal phrase, into (1) positive subtype and

(2) negative subtype.

Example:
P:vp eq : I,:np
\ 2
]
1
1 .
au muh I ou u Vi,
1
(it) not is ! I only.

'It is not only me.'

1.2.2. The Imperative (Clause is set up on the bas
of its function in the sentence as well as on struc-
tural differences from the statement clause. The
basic feature of the imperative clause is an intona-
tion pattern in which the pitch is the same as in
the statement clause while the stress is heavy on

the part of the clause which is emphasized.

Imperative clauses may, moreover, have an
optional subject-referent which is an overtly markec
syntagmatic feature of the imperative clause. In tt
transitive-imperative clause this syntagmatic featu
occurs at the end of the clause, but in the
intransitive-imperative clause it occurs following
the nucleus (vp) and preceding other optional items
of the post-nuclear inner and outer expansion of th

clause.

The imperative clause may therefore be

diagrammed as:

ClL imp = + S:np + P:vp + Sref:np + O:np.



Example:

Intransitive Imperative.

S:pr: P:ypintr : Sfe:inp ! R:pp
L} I ]
i i i
mei | gwoe ! mei ! di ti
you | sit-~down | you ! here!

'You!; come + sit down here!l'

. 3. The Interrogative Clause can function only
contexts marked as direct speech. There are two

es of interrogative clauses:

a. the simple interrogative;

b. the marked interrogative.

The simple interrogative clause has only
. feature marking it as different from the state-
t clause, namely a rising intonation. The inter-
ative clause always requires a "yes" or '"no"

wer.

Since intonation is the only distinctive
ture of the simple interrogative clause, this type
clause is marked in the orthography by the inter-
ation mark.

The marked interrogative clause is distin-
.shed by the presence of a question word. Accord-
; to the choice of question words, this clause

‘e may be divided into two subtypes:

a. interrogative marked by hmau 'how?!
b. interrogatiyve marked by mase 'what?'

c. 1interrogative marked by asei 'who?'

Example:



Q.w.

hmau di po pai kha ani
how (we) will manage occasion this.

'"This time, how will we possibly make it?'

"Hmau" occurs at any point in the clause
where more specific information is desired~-more
specifically, it occurs as head or modifier of any

point in the clause calling for classification.

Example:

"hmau" as head of the object in a clause
construct.

S:np ! Pivp | O0:cl constr.

o

1
mei ! muh : are dzeg hmau
you : have : matter called what?

'What kind of trouble do you have?'

The interrogative marked by mase may hax
the structure of an equation clause, where item2 is
filled by a subclass of the nominal phrase which is
marked by the nominalizing particle "pi".

Example:
Q:qw 1 ~P ! IZ:np marked by "pi"
! i
\ ]
] ]
mase | ' pi lou mei sara
what ! (is) | wanting yours, teacher?

'What (special) need do you have today,
teacher?'

The question word asei 'who'

can be subst
tuted for both question woxrds, hmau and mase; it ca

therefore occur in any structure of the marked



errogative.

1. The Phrase Level
The phrase level is occupied by phrases
ctioning as elements of the clause. Phrases can
o function as phrase constructs as nucleus or
ansion on their own level. There are four func-

nal classes of phrases:

a. the nominal phrase
b. the verbal phrase
c. the prepositional phrase

d. the adverbial phrase

. The Nominal Phrase. The nominal phrase
ctions as a pre- or post-verbal inner expansion
the major indicative clause, the imperative clause,
| the interrogative clause marked by "hmau". It

- also function as Item 1 and 2 of the equational
tement and the equational interrogative clause

'ked by "mase'". On the phrase level the nominal
‘ase class may also function as a nominal phrase
struct in the nucleus of the prepostional phrase

as possessive of the simple expanded nominal

‘ase.

According to its structure the nominal

‘ase may be subdivided into two types:

a. the simple nominal phrase

b. the complex nominal phrase

The status and relationships of the elements
the expanded np with two expansions may be dia-

mmed as follows:
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noun
cl. constr.

compl. np add.

noun/pronoun dem pron
np construct

cl construct

Nucleus

o ————— o o o~ —— - ———

Posessive Demonstr.

inner exp outer exp

SRV VRN S D

Periphery

The demonstrative pronoun class is a

delimiting syntagmatic feature of the expansive np

with two expansions. 1Its occurrence signals the end

of the phrase.

Example with head and two expansions

present:
H:n Pos:pr D:dem pr
nauh an taan
heart his that

ne si teh kasau.

has want take very-much.

'In his heart he wants very much to take it.'

Expanded nominal phrases with two expan-

sions may also function as post-verbal inner expan-

sion of the clause (object or relator).

Example as head of prepositional phrase,
with head and two expansions:



H:n Pos:cl const D:dem

lap loung kheng Kasuh da i hmat ga ti
enter go-down into trap person catch this
fish

e goes down into the fisherman's trap.'

The expanded nominal phrase with one expan-
on may have a noun as its head and a positional
: *
rd or a reversed-order clause as expansion. It

y be diagrammed as:

s NP exp = + H:n + M:pos/rev cl.

This subtype of the nominal phrase is
stricted in its function and can only occur as a
st-nuclear inner expansion (object) of the tran-
tive indicative clause and the transitive impera-

ve clause.

H:n Pos:rev cl
am sthsai.n it da sathe.
rives time (of) sleeps rich-man

e arrives at a time when the rich man usually
sleeps.'

*The reversed-order clause functioning in this
ace is a clause construct of a subtype of clauses
ich is relevant on the sentence level in the rela-
onal sentence. Hence it is .not described in detail

this paper. The main feature of this clause is
at the Subject follows the Nucleus (verb phrase).



The numeral subtype of the simple nominal
phrase consists of two obligatory elements, namely
a number followed by a noun-classifier. It can be

diagrammed as:

Np nu + H:nu + M:n clas

Example:

H:nu| M:n clas
he pdan u singei.
has become one day.

'It is (now) one day long.

The numeral subtype of the nominal phrase
frequently occurs in an appositional complex nominal
phrase as np,, where np, consists of the noun to

which the classifier of np, refers (see below).

The complex nominal phrase consists of two

or more simple nominal phrases.

According to their structure, there are

two further subtypes of complex nominal phrases:

a. the additional complex nominal phrase

b. the appositional complex nominal
phrase

The additional nominal phrase is marked by
distinctive syntagmatic features which combine two
simple nominal phrases of the same subtype. There
are three distinctive syntagmatic features which

combine differently:

The feature gai 'and' occurs in a

structure which may be diagrammed as;



compl add = + Illsnp2 + Sfe:gai + Izzsnpl/snp2

Example:
::Il:snpl ESfe I;Iz:snp1
§ L
[
myg tah | Isean lgai | khriu da sathe twan.
also takes::diamond :and :gold (of) rich-man that.

> then takes the rich man's diamond and gold.'

The feature po 'also' occurs in a

cucture which may be diagrammed as:

compl add = (+ Sf:po + 11/2) + Sf:po + IZ:npl/2
Example
2 | Il:n | sfe | Iz:n i
| | ] [
] i 1 1
I I 1 [
| angeo| po | masou! lvi karhom di jam pan ti.
]
so: cat | alsoi dog :lre—unite to weep after this.

fter this the cat and the dog are weeping together.'

The feature di ‘and' or ‘'plus' occurs
the same structure as gai 'and', but it combines

neral subtypes only.

Example:

i;Il:np3 E Sfe E I,:np,

[ ] |

P i )
he pdan | lu singeti | di | u hmusg.
has become | jone day | and | one night.

'It has been for one day and one night.'

The appositional nominal phrase has no
rt syntagmatic feature, but the order in which the

2ments occur shows the relationship of the elements



to each other. The first element is always the head
and the second element is always an apposition to th
head; an optional third element is always a repeti-
tion of the first element, while all three elements
have the same referent. The elements of the apposi-
tional complex nominal phrase consist of different
types of simple nominal phrases. The possible com-
binations of simple nominal phrases can be shown in

the matrix below:

1. Place in

k-_________

1
1
1
]
]
1
Structure i ! '
;expans. np | pron. np : numeral np
1 ] I
[ ] ]
[ ] 1
expans. np o - ] x 1 X
I I l
[ 1 1
1o ] 1
pron. np [ b4 1 - ] X
P H .
L | |
add. compl npi : - ! X 1 x
Lo '. !
Example:
Ilzadd compl :Iz.rp npi{
| 0
] 1
masou gai ma angeo | gai | \meg he pean pai ti.
]
dog and cat :they 2 | ialso have got l1ike thi

'This way the dog and the cat got (it) back.'

2.2 The verbal phrase functions as the predi-
cate element in indicative, imperatiye, and inter-
rogative clauses. According to their function in
different clause types, there are three subclasses
of the verbal phrase; as these differ structurally

as well, they may also be called subtypes.



a. the transitive/intransitive verbal
phrase

b. the descriptive verbal phrase

c. the equational verbhal phrase

. 1. The transitive/intransitive verbal phrase
1ctions as the predicate in transitive or intran-
-ive indicative clauses as well as in imperative
ruses. Structurally transitive/intransitive verbal

rases may be diagrammed as:

tr/intr = iMyipre nuc ady +M,:aspw M2 auxw +H:iv
tr/intr + MA:adv/vdes

-

> arrangement and status of these elements may be

1grammed as follows:

] 1
:auxiliaryﬂ verb or

] ]
re-nuclear: :post—nuclear
S 1 ] ]
adverb laspect ! tr. v,, sequ. of| adverb/
: ! j verbs : descr.
1 1 1 I vert
L 1 :
] ] 1 ]
] ] ] i
it. exp. 2:°Z§; ‘fnner exp% \ inner exp.
1 | |
] i i 1
| i
Periphery | Nucleus | Periphery
l 1

The pre-nuclear inner expansion (auxiliary)
distinguished from the outer expansion (pre-nuclear
verb and aspect) by (a) its function in different
pes of verbal phrases and by (b) the different

lationships their elements enter into.

a. The pre-nuclear adverb class and the
aspect word class of the outer expansion of

transitive/intransitive verbal phrases can occur

- —_—— " ——— o ——————



also in descriptive and equational verbal
phrases, whereas the inner expansion (auxiliary
word class and post-nuclear adverb) can functio

only in transitive/intransitive verbal phrases.

b. The relationship of the outer expan-
sion (pre-nuclear adverb and auxiliary) in
transitive/intransitive verbal phrases is such
that it modifies the nucleus of the verbal phra
and also the pre- and post-nuclear inner expan-
sion, whereas the inner expansion of the
transitive/intransitive verbal phrase modifies

the nucleus only.

The nucleus of the verbal phrase can have
only two possible verbs in sequence. The nucleus of
the transitive/intransitive verbal phrase can be
distinguished from the inner expansion on the ground
of the different relationships which verbs occurring
in the nucleus can enter into, as well as on the
ground of functional restriction of subclasses of

words.

The relationship of the two verbs func-
tioning as nucleus of the verbal phrase is always a
close sequence of two actions. The relationship
between the auxiliary pre-nuclear inner expansion an
the verbs of the nucleus is such that the auxiliary
verb modifies the verbal phrase nucleus as a whole.
The adverbial post-nuclear inner expansion of the
verbal phrase qualifies the nucleus, and if two
verbs make up the nucleus, it qualifies the last vez:

only.

The functional restrictions of occurrence
of word classes functioning as head and inner expan-

sion of the verbal phrase are:



The head of the VP can have any member
of the transitive or intransitive verb class.
When two verbs form the head of the VP, the
following sequences of verb classes are possible:
a. intrans. + transit. )

or ) in VP functioning in
descr. + transit. ) transitive clauses

bB. dintrans. + intrans. )
or ) in VP functioning in
transit. + intrans. ) intransitive clauses

The pre-nuclear inner expansion of the VP
consist of any member of the auxiliary verb class
1 subclass of the transitive verb class (trvz)

h occurs also before a verbal extension clause
> verbal extension clause under 1.2.1.1.). The
-—nuclear inner expansion can either consist of a
ber of the adverb word class or a member of the

~riptive verb class.

Generally there are not more than three
s in sequence in the nucleus and inner expan-

1 of the verbal phrase.

Example:
1 1 1 ]
an} he | hoat | lup long ! kheng um
he| has| finish | enter + go-down | into water
] ' 1 1
] T T |
] ] ] 1
| asp| tr v, | intr v + intr v |
1 [} | 1
| —t T |
1 ] [} |
| out! inner | !
! ! nucleus !
: exp: exp : :
1 i ] i

'He has gone down into the water.'



2.2.2. The descriptive verbal phrase functions as
predicate of the descriptive indicative clause. Its

structure can be diagrammed as:

Vp des = + M, :pre nuc adv + M.:asp + H:des + Mszemph

2

+M4:intens

1

The status and arrangement of the descriptiye VP can

be also diagrammed as:

T —T T
: ! kasau! tik
pre-nucl 1
aspect I descr. verb! - —+
adverbd ] N
! it emph. i intens.
1 I
| . H
] 1
. ! [ .
expansion2 expansion, i nucleus | expansion
1 1
1 1

The head of the descriptive verb phrase can
consist of two descriptive verbs in sequence; in this

case post-verbal expansion never occurs.

Example:

M:asp H:des v + des v

prei ko vi ap vah

jungle hecame re-dark, bright.

'It became dark and bright again.'

2.2.3. The equational verbal phrase functions as
the predicate of equational clauses. Its structure
consists of an optional aspect-modifier followed by
the head consisting of the equational verb muh. This

muh is the only member of the equational verb class.



The equational verb phrase may be diagrammed

Vp equ. = + M:aspect + H:muh

The prepositional phrase class functions as
tor in the transitive, intransitive and descrip-

statement clause type.

Structurally, the prepositional phrase can

iagrammed as:

Pp = + R:prep + H:np / cl constr.

The preposition word~class functioning as
tor in the prepositional phrase is a delimiting

agmatic feature of the prepositional phrase.
Example:

{1R:di } H:icl constr

]

I

1

odi
]

so am tired verylifrom

g-g he nun kasau hau dop 'n den....

walk along the road.

m also very tired from walking on the road.'

The adverbial phrase functions as the manner
ent in major indicative clauses. Since it con-
s of a small class of more or less close-knit
hemes with merging semantic load, subdividing it
d have little pfactical value. Hence one may
that the adverbial phrase is filled by an adver-

expression.
Example:

u dzen 'at once'



Iv. 2. Word Level

The level next below the phrase level in

the hierarchy is the word level.

To round out this

analysis of the Pale clause and phrase levels it

should be mentioned that there are 16 word classes,

members of which function as elements

.

o N O VW N

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Nouns

Pronouns
Demonstratives
Positionals
Prepositions
Numerals

Noun classifiers

Phrase connectives

yAspect words

Auxiliary words
Verbs

Pre-nuclear advyerbs
Post-nuclear adverbs
Emphatics
Intensifiers

Question words

of the phrase.



