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Address in the Thai language is a very conplicated matter. In
Fact it is so conplicated that very often sipoakers avoid addressing their
listeners, not lmowing with assurance which roper term to use. Addressterig
can be expressed linguistically by any of the following categories of termss:
1. Sccound--pecrson pronouns

2. Kinghip terns

4. Tirgt nomes and nicknames

5. {onowrifics

Second-pergon pronouns There arc various words for sscond-person

R PR + hd
pronouns nanmely :-- [hun 7, [than] , [thea] [miy]) [?ey] {naai] and [nuu]
The choicce amongy vhese terms is determined b, the nature of the relatvionship
between the speaker and the addressee which in turn depends on age and status.
Since nany discussions and studies have been done on personal pronouns the
Jo1f q 3 f

usape’ the second-pergon pronouns will not be discussed in detail here.

Of the sgoven second-~person pronouns cited above only the first two

o 1 . . . . s . ] 1 A

can cooccur with kinglip torms, names and titles. Both [khun] and ( than

convey the feeling of politeoncss and respeci. iHowever, their usage is dis

H
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tinguishable, [khun] is uscd among ecuolg and in informal situations.
ig nost commonly uscd before names to show that the speaker is polite to and
rcspect the addressce, [:éhanj is usecd witl: superiors and in mnost cases it

ie used in formal gituations. The only infornal situation vhere [than] is

'

ugcd is when the addressce is a high rail:

Pl

2o moember of the royal family.
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Ct;anj is also a third-person pronoun For a regpecicd DPOrsSonl



Kinshipn tcrn
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Tinship terns lilerrandfather '(Faa 7, [3mﬂ13 5

. . . s Ia) 7/ .

israndmnother [yaa:hgfaalj "uncle® [lugj 5 aunt” [pan s [naq] s older
”~ L . . (3 /

gibling" [phii] and “vounger' sibling' [:3:33] are commonly used as addrcss

terms in informal gituations to show intimacy and respect. It shows in.-

tinacy in that the gucalker is talking vo the addresscce as if he/she were
J &)

-

his kin though he/sx may not be. It sl.owg rospeet to the addressce if tlho
term used indicateg that the addressce isg older., It mcang that the spoaler
acknowledges that tho addressce is older and that he nay be in the sane
goncration as ti:e gpealer or he may he in the same gencration as the spealkor'y
perents or grandparcnis, depending on the torm choscne. In the traditional

.

Thai culturc "bheing older" is esutomaticoll;” hoing "superior®.

However, voday, being oldor docc not necessarily wmcan "botter’,
Jesides, with the prevailing westorn irflucnces, pcople do not want to be
. . i . . ™. 1
thought as "old', Thus one feels better when addrossced as [phll] rather

/ ~ . . . .
than as naa] o Cgaa} o DLikeowisc it ig nrobably more couricous to address

a person as [paaj ox [1u13_] than as [vea] or [yaail] .

Titles itles arc uscd both in formal and informal situations.

In formal situationg, the usc of uitles indicates that the speakor acknow-
ledges that the addrcssce isg an important noersgon in an organization or thatb
he is recognized os importent person socially. In informal situations,
titlos can be codogorized as names. 'Mitles commonly uscd in acaderiic circles
arc as the fcllowrdingsz.-

[?7aa - oaanj tcacher, insirvcior and sonctimes profossor!

{

/
kba - 0o .. D23 = dii] "dean®

/ oy
{72 - thi & laan = 22 ~ dii) ‘recctor”
v ~ .
[hda - nad ] Mead"

~
[Phuu - ?om ~ nuai - kaan ) "dircctor®



[pra - thoain) ichairman®

[adk = 33 3 "Dr, (Ph.D.)

Y= ] o

Tames “ones fall into two cavcgoriecs - first names and nicknames,

0

In informal situations first names arc normally shortencd if they have more

than one syllable. “hc shortened firet names may bDe uscd invariably with
first names if tle oddrcgsee also has a nicknanc.

Cooccurrcice of address terms Sccond - person pronouns, kinship

ceringy; titles and names can all occur by thomgelves., However, sone may be

()

conbined to indicatc muances of politemens and rospect, bto more fully specify

tlic refercnt beins ~ddresscd,.
Zxamples
1) To sl.ov wesdccts

1) Scecond - pergon Hronoun

“lir. Reclowd [¢han] # L% « w2 « xaan, 53 -aif
"lir. Chairnan® [thén] + [pra - thaan]

"Dean' [thﬁn} + [kha - na = b33 -~ dii}
"lMr. Dircclor! [than] + [p‘uu - ?am = nuai - Laa@}

2) To ghotw nolitences

t

2) Sccond — Derson pronoun {lruny -

<+

name

"l'r. Somgald (firet name) rkhun} + [pgﬁ - galk
Miiss fnongh (firsL ;1a,ne) [ T 1—] + E‘?e, - 1‘1013:'
"Mrs. Kondal (first namc) 71u;] + [kaan — daa]
Mirg, Ciyh (nicknane) [yhum] + Lt{u]

"ir. wongd (nicknanc) Eftl%] + [thog]



It should be noted that [khun 7 cdocs not occur before titles
and [Lh n] docs nnt occur before nancg with one czception nancly that

~

the name belongs to o high ranling menbor of the royal fanily as nen--

ticned carlicr. This pattern of occurrcancce is also truec with menbers of

the kinship term owo

That isy [ ‘UI\] can occur before all nemboers

~

. . . ) ] A - ofe -~ - -
of +the kinsghip tcwn group but [ﬁnan] norally cannot cxecept for the

gituation noted above, Another cexcepition is alge found in translation

(6]

from Chincsce into Thal where [%hgnj ig usced hefore lkinghip terms in
addrcesing ordinamy coplce

Titles can occur only wefore noances, Janes cannot precede
members of other clogses,.

cnaai]

occur before ren's nomes. Then it cooccuws with nen's nancs and uscd as

ich 1s coumonly uscd to address intinates can also

an address termy, it corrics two differeat wmcanings. TThen usced on official
. . . v - o .. . -

occasions in wordg lilc [naai -~ som - sal] ; (naai - dii] and [neaai -

~ 14 C\A -t L= 1 T 2 PR R ey 1, 3 ) % 3 o - o+

chaat - c;ualj 9 [«Ualj carrice a ncaning whichh is an cquivalcul to

"r.t. Thon usod on wnofficial occasicig, [naai] in the samnc words

(] N

conveys the ncaning thatv the addressce is ixferior to the spcecakere

Official occasgions Unofficial occagions
Egaaij + woie = lire + nanc erxﬁ_j + name = ITufcrior

addresace

In & giud, cone by Dan I. Slobim, Stephen H, Miller and Lymen
s 2 J
e ortery on Forng of address and socicl relations in a busincss organie-

O] .

zation, in San Mraincigcoyit was found thot Tirst nane was uscd heltween

<

oguals and in addregging subdordinates j; uncaual status was often roflccied

' . . -

in a aonreciprocal oddress patiern in which tlie supcrior reccived WTitle +

last name' and the subordinate first nonc. Their findings werc counsisgtent




with carlier studics, wiose results had aspecored in the literature., On the

LY. L

basis of thicse studics, Slobin ot al. had jroposed a sociolinguistic universal

"

that the address veria cxzchanged hetween couals and intimatos is the sanc onc
which is dirccted votrards inferiors and thot term cxcehanged botween none

intinates is also ugced to address social guncriors.

In this mnozer, the auvthor attennis to find patterns in thie use of

o

address terms anong three groups of peopnle vho work in the same organization,

4]

how they use second - porson pronouns (37), Linship terms (K1), titles (1)
end nancs (U) in cddressing people around “hom in their work. It is oxplo--

Patory 1n naturc, Hlhe author also wants Lo Tind out if the proposcd socio--

linguistic univergals viz. mentioned above owre present in the Thai languasc.

licthod

Inforieiis
A1l 35 ‘aformants vorln in Liberal Arts, Thammasat Universitye

dhey are divided into three groups. Group I counsists of fiftcon tcachersw-

gix men and nine wonen. Group IT consisis of ten are workoers in the adini-

nigtrotive office - four men and six women. CGroup III consists of 10

Jinitors = five wmon and five women., Thoir ages rango from 26 to 56,

froccduro
The author started collectiing address terms by listening vo

] (]

the conversatioas by tl.cse three groups of peonle in the Liberal ‘‘ris Buildiug

for about one nonitl. Chen direct interviocius of 10 — 20 wminutcs cach were coir-

N

ducicd for about the sanme length of tinc. In the interview, the informant

was dirccitly asked houw I

Q

addressed the Reclor, the dean, the tcaclers,fricuds

I

of cqual ranks, iunfcriors, and sirangers in CTornal and infornal situations

-
ot

how he was addresged by various peepie cround hin at Liberal Arts.



Resulig,

priuthafindint

g R,

1) Sdrvciurally, there is no difTorence in usa

Ral 1~ L e
age of address toris

anong the thrcce grouns of pcoplo in Liberal tris. That is every group uscs

%

socond -~ pergon pronouns, kinship derms, Titles and first nancs or niclnancs
4o address pcoplo around theom. The diffcrcices botween the groups scen to lie
. w - 3 - . . U ~ 0 A 3

in tle choice of address tern in tho second -- porson pronouns. [than] is
uged anong the tecachcrg both by itsclf and in combination with titles while
the third group docs ot use it at all. OCaly two neubersin the adminisirae

~ - e )
tive group usc [then] in combination with titles. Doth of them happen to

faral

-

be the higher level nocubors of the aduninigirotive staff who have opporiunites
o atvend neetings ot vhe Taculty and woaiversity lovels,
Tho scco:d -+ porson Hronouns ti:ic . 2ee used solely in the third

groups are 7oy ol [kee ] - These o ronouns arc comnonly used in dia-

lects out of Banglol: and among the worlkin; clags »pcoplc in Bangk

oke [ ziaé::g ]
is also very coimionly” uscd among the Jonitors and iwo male informants in the
sccond group said that the, usod the word wcegulorly among their intimates

LR

[1193 is congicde

used in most other M.ai dialect

zed a rude word in Stondorad Thai butbt it is a svandard pronomn

[0

khumJ is used in all thrce roups o show politcncess.
Vv, . . w1 .
[aun] is 2lso used in all #lirce groups to addressens who are
congidered much younger than the spealker.,

Ethaaj is also reporicd used im all three groups to intimoates

and inferiors.

2) Tirel nones, Ticknames and Liinsghip terns arc used by all in all

3) Pitles ore used to address guncriors and anong eguals



4) A1l memdors of the first ;rovp arc addressed by the witle
(?ea .- caad] by the nembers of th.e sccond and the third

LTOUPS .

5) %11 ncubers of the sccond (rouvp are addrossad.[““unj +
First Nane Dby members of the other two grouns.

6) Membors of the third group arc addresscd cithor by First
Fane, Ticimame or [naal ] + First Tame, "iclknane or kinship tern +
first name by monbers of the second groun.

7) Age is on important factor i using address verns anong

4

intinates of the goic group since kinsbin o

C'

riig arc uscd.3clwoen groups,

age is overruled Dy status.

Digcussion

The usage of address terms in Liberal Arts clcarly separates

informants into thrcc status groups. A1l informants arc awvare of this

crouning. o reciprocal address werms cccur hotween the

ct

H
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A1l meubers of the tcacher group is addressed by the title [?aa - caan]
by all members of the other two groups, And all members of the adninis-
irative group orc oddressed [Khun § + Tfirst none” by membors of the
other two groups. T.c members of the sccond and the third groups never
address the teaclers by [khun] + "first none®. Likewisc, menbors of
the third group e ot addresscd [khun} Doooany other members of othor
croups,.  They arce cithwer addressed by tloir first nane, niclmamcs or
Cxuwu.] + "first nane® if the are male., This again points to the fact

that the informants are awarc of their gsiuotug differcnces. As nenvioned

-
G

arlicr svatus ovorrulcs age between groups. That is a much oldor janitor



will still

Tithin the sane grous

.
e marn
GCIIN e

an addrcss Intinacy between

shown by the use of kinship terms if

one yecar or rore

addressed by his first
ago is

neriers of

between the speaker

(o]

none by a young teacherse.

inportant factor in choosing

(]

the same group is always

there is an age diffcercmnce of perhaps
and "“c addresscc. It is wmoticeable

that within “ho wcacher group only 4uo l-inship terms arc uscd Eyulll
older sibling’ and [Aogg}j tyouncer sihling” no natter what tho age dif.

forence is. (Unless one is related o another by blood or narriage other
kinship torms may be uscd.) This noy mcan that intinacy among the teacicrg

occurs only Dbheuticon

ople in the sau

"

ac gencration or the

o

Linship terms vso

8

arc Just symbols and aze does not wcally count.e Of the three groups, the
tcachers are the nost influcnced by the wostern culturcs. They no longer
consider qucgtions liko, "How old arc jou?’ or "How ruch do jyou carn?? os
normal questions. So it is morc liliely that age is not rceally iaportant
in using kinship terms,.
In contrast to the teaclhcr group, kinship terns used in the third
7/
oup arc basged on agc. Words lile [luy ] “unclo® and [paql Taunt’' aroc
often heard in uddlthn to the normal [ oh ii] "oldor sibling'. Lhis ncang
that within the jonitor group pecople arc classficd into at lcast two gencrmo~

tions anong intimaies

Apo difference within thoe
ag thosce in the wcacher and janitor

is rcported.

Scecond - person Pronouns

dhe nembers of the throc

socond - PCreol

ox

CACLL

the nembers

crouns
Dronouns in their verbal repertoire but vho

group using coc.

adrinistrative group is not as great

~
grouvps and only [ phii] "older siblingh

~

night have the sance number of

sercentase of

J_J

word 1s quite aiffcrent.



In informal situations, 00 of the members of third group rerowried
using the »romoun [[ndy } with intincies while nobody in the first group .
reportecd veing it and only 20% of <he second group reported using it.

Thilc 80,. of <tho membors of the first _roux

reported using the pronoun
L th@n] ond its combination with titles only 20x of the sccond group uscd
it and nonc in the third group used it.

the sccond group has no clecar cut indicator as the other two do.
[ thed] is used anong intinates in all groups by female spcakers oaly. Iv

is also uscd to address inferiors by 206,865 of the first group, the only

%

sroup to use the tern in such nanncr.

Finsnip, torns

Kinghin terms arc usced cwmongz intimates within cach groun when

thore is an a e differcnce between the speaker and the addressco. However,
they arc geucrally not uscd between wmembers of the diffcrent groups. This
finding is not complet@ly in accord with what Slobin, Miller and Porter
reported as o sociolinguistic universal, that is the address term cxchanged
between intinoates is the same tern vesced in addrossing social inferiors.

To nmembers of the first group cever uge liinship terms with the third group

and the laticr isg definitely consideorced social inferior to the first.

Zowever, onc female member of the scoond group reported addressing nombor
of the third group by the Linship town [lug Uuncleiiand the roason wos
thot he was obviously an old persocu. It rould not be right for her 4o

eddress an older person by just firgt ncume. (llany nembers of the first

)

sroup

o

ddress Ulie members of the sccond group by first name but the "I Lforn

RN

uscd for vhengcelves is a kinghip torie)
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Using kinship torns as addrcess iterms roguircs sone judgoenent,

L4

Tt is safc vo usc them with members of the same jroup but to usc then with

- PRI VA
poople of otlicr zroups onc would run the risk of robuff. It night be

stated hore that the greater the stotus differcnce the greater should bo

the chance of nou using kinship teris.

0f tlo three groups only ithe ncmbers of the first group have

titles and oy are 2ll addressed by the members of the other two groups

by the title [ ?aa - caan . Only the dean of the faculty and the rector

of the university Lold different titles. (They are the only diffcrent
"o . . e s /7

pconle asked about in the 1nﬁorv1ow). Jhedr titles are [ kha -~ na? - b

7
~ dii] "deen® ond  [%a - thi? -~ lioaan oo D92 .- dii]

RS

rocetor'".s Other

titles like “Dz.t and "Head" (of o denariment) are rarcly uscd anong ho

infornants intorvicwed.

It is worthy of note that the tcachers ofton address sirangers
as [?oa - caan] cven though they aa not be tcachers. It could be hecoauso
thoy themsclves ore addressed by the tern [?aa -~ caan] all the
“hoy address other people who scem 1o he of cqual status
7aa - caanl to0e Residesy therce is 2o risk of rebuff addressing othor

Pcople in this way.
Conelusion

e cuthor has found thet the use of address forms roflecet

by O
gives clecor indilcation, of thoe difforont stotus of the throe groups siudicd

at Thamnasas University. The reperitoim of cddressing terms of the nembers

the three groupns might be the goane but their usage is different. Souc
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words can bc uzed as an indicator of a JTroupPsy Cedey ?03:] and [kat]
for the third grouDe

The #iandings arc consistent with Slobin ¢t al. in that firs<
nanc ig uscd DHetween cquals and in addressing subordinatess uncqual
status is roflcecied in a nonrcciprocal address povtornin which the superior
rceceives litle’ or Title + first namne’ ond the subordinate recceives first
nope or  [khun] 4+ tfirst nane”.

Ouc of the terns used among intinatoes, [thaa] ; is also uscd 1o

address inferiorg but other words lile l:iuship terms arc note.



-
=

BI‘OWI’I, L] C.} I"OI‘CJ., 1\’[0

Brown, R., O CGilnan,

Slobiny Dol

Slobin, D.T.
Miller, S.ite and

Portcory; T.. e

12

nereronces

“Address in American English',
Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychologi,

1961, 375 = 385.

e Cronouns of power and soliderit ¥,

Style in language, cdey Te Scheoky
Tilery 1960,
“Some aspects of the usc of pronoung of

oldrogs in Yiddish', ‘ord, 1963, 19, 103.-202,

)]

f addrecss and social Relatdviong

Rlorng «
in o Dusiness orgonization', Journal of

@]

foergonality and Social Psychology, 196C

Vol, 8, Toe 39 289"‘2930



