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The aim of this paper is to show the modification
of bases in Meiteiron. The paper deals about the chang-
es of consonants and vowels in the process of compound-

ing.

Introduction

The general characteristics of the morphophonemic
changes in Meiteiron roots are very irregular.The sound
changes which occur in compounding can be discussed in
the following headings. They are (1) voicing, (2) deas-
piration, (3) change of latéral sound, (4) changes of
nasals, (5) changes of vowels, (6) loss or delation and

(7) addition of semi-vowels.

1. Voicing

In the process of voicing, the voiceless sounds
change into voiced sounds. The type kof process is of
progressive assimilation. The unaspirated voiceless
stop sounds p,t,c,k are found to have changed into
their voiced countefpart b,d,j.,g, respectively, when
the second root is preceded immediately by a voiced
sound (i.e., a nasal, a vowel ) or a . semi-vowel. It is

shown in the following table,.
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1lst root ends in
a nasal, or a se-
mi-vowel or a
vowel

in a nasal
vowel or a
vowel

ends in a nasal
or a vowel, or
a vowel, or a
semi-vowel

ends in a nasal

or a vowel, or
a semi-vowel
-Voice]
p—
t-
Voicing
C=-
L x

Examples
p > b

phi + pan

cloth border

h

ta + pum

month whole

khoD + pi

leg mother

pMban b
thabum
khosbi b

4 2nd root = Compound
begins with [7Voice]e;E Voice]
p- p> b
___________________ e
begins with
t- t > 4
f e *L _________________
begins with
c- c > 3
begins with
k- k » g
i S
[ +Voice |
b
+Vowel
- d +nasal
3j +semi-vowel
L s ]

order of cloth'

‘the whole month!

ig toe'!



lam + pan =
land arum

huy + pu =
dog owner

san t pu =
cow owner

lay + pak =
land + broad

caw *t pey =

big to be fool

t > a

phi + ta =
cloth type

khog + ta =

leg shape

khoy + tog =
navel high
h

t aw + tew =

duty + to do

sen + ton =
money fo debt

lam + tog =
land to be high
cis + tog =

hill to be high
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lemban
huybu
sanbu
laybak

cawbag

plida
khogda

khoydog

thawdaw

sendon

lamdog

CinOﬂ

‘wild arum!

‘owner of dog'

'owner of cow'

‘clay"*

‘fool!

'type of cloth'

‘shape of leg'

'‘one having big
naval’

'‘mode of doing'

'debt*

'high land’'

‘high hill®



cig + tum =

hill to be round
pa t ton =
eyelash tip

c > 3

phi + caw =
cloth to be big

phi + cam =

cloth ordinary

thog + caw
door to be big
kh =

-an + caw =
pan to be big

sam + ci =

hair near

khaw + caw =

bag to be big

hay + caw =

fruit to be big

k > g
phi + kag =
cloth to be dry

thag + kon =

sword to be curyed
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cigdum

padon

plijaw

~plijem

thogjaw
khagjaw
samji

khawjaw

hayjaw

h, |
p igag

thaggon

'hillock!*

'end of eyelash'

'big cloth'

‘ordinary cloth'

'door!

'big pan'

'knot of hair'

'big bag’

'big fruit!'

'dry cloth!

'sickle'!



xPon + kay =
voice to break
h

t aw + kan

duty to save

sig + kay
firewood store

phay + kan

thigh
miD + kow

name to call

leg + ka

shoulder to group

to be hard
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khongay

thawgan

siBgay

paygen

miggaw

legga

'‘undesirable speech'

‘guard*

'shed of firewood'

‘thigh'

'term of address'

'same age'

Exception : In some compounding there is no changes of

p,t,c,k if the 2nd root is immediately preceded by

nasal or semivowel or a vowel.

Examples

p remains as

p

lam + pak

land to be broad

cég + pak

rice to be broad

law + pu

palddy field

owner

lampak

ceBpak

lawpu

a

'‘meadow’

'flattened rice!

‘owner of the paddy
fiela:®



t remains as t

paw t+ tak =

news to indicate

u + ton =
tree top
mi + top =

man others

ya + ton =

teeth tip

lay + ton =

tongue tip

Cc remains as c¢c

khog + cat =
leg to go
lam + cat =

land to go

mi + cam =

man simple

may + cak =

fire to burn

kK remains as k

wa t kat

word to give
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pawtak
uton
mitop
yaton

layton

khogcat
lamcat

micam

'maycak

wakat

‘advice'

‘top of the tree'

‘outsider*

‘tip of the tooth'

'tip of the tongue'

'journey"’

'character’

'layman’

'pang of sorrow’

‘complain’
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u + Kup = ukup '‘pieces of wood'

tree picce

law + kon = lawkon ‘paddy field'

paddy pl=zce

lay + k39 = laykaB ‘dry langd’

earth to pe dry

2. Deaspiration

In deaspiration process, voicing rule will apply
first and in the second step deaspiration will aoply to
the aspirated sounds. 30, the voiceless aspirated stop
ph, th, kh and voiceless fricative s become unaspirated
voiced b,d,g and j, respectively, when the second is
preceded by & vowel or a semi-vowel or a nasal. After
applying voicing rule the initial of the second root ph,

t  and kh are deaspirated.

Taple 2
lst root + 2nd root = Compound
ends in a begins with P ph > b
nasal, or h _h h &
a semivo- Pt k th 7 4
wel s- kh > g
s > i

h

ph b +nasal
- R t -] 4 . _
Deaspiration kh g tsemivowel

s 3j +vowel
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Examples :
h
p>Db
phi + pham = phibam ‘condition'

cloth place

sa + pham sabam 'place where thing
to be made'

to make place

" > a
h h h tint '
p aw t+ t oy = p awdoy incerest as paddy
paddy more
sen + thoy = sendoy ‘interest!'
money more
h
kW > g
phi + kha = phiga 'lining’
cloth under
sen t khaw = sengaw '‘nurse’
money bag
s > 3
sig + sit = sigjit ‘an instrument to
scrap turmeric,
ginger to scrap ginger etc., to
powder'
sam + set = samjet 'comb®
hair to be dress
Exception : In some compounding there is no changes

of ph, th, kh and s if the second root is preceded
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by a vowel, or a szmi vowel or a nasal and also voice-

less stop p,t and k.

h . h
p remains as p

1]

khog + pham
legn+ place

thok + pham

to go out+place

hip + phsm =

to sleeptplace

kat T pham =

to offer+place

th remains as th

pham + thon =

post + to name

hay + thum =

fruit+sweet

Kh remains as k

tha + khay =

h

month+to separate

hay T k"a =
fruit+bitter

s remains as s

phi + sa =

cloth + to make

khogpham
thokpham
hippham

katpham

ph mthon

hayt um

t ak ay

haykha

p isa

'Place for putting
foot'

'texit'

'sleeping place’

'olace where to
keep offerings'

'higher post'

‘A fruit'

(Atalatia monapha-
1ia)

'fortnight'

‘plum’

‘mode of weaving'
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thaw + sin = thawsin ‘mode of arrange-
L]

duty ¥ to arrange ment

cak + ta = cakta ‘*kind of rice /

mode of rice'
rice ¥ mode

yot + pak = yotpak *spade’

iron + to be broad

3. Nasal change

The three nasals m,n, & 3 arelfound to undérgo
irregular changes while compounding. fhese changes
can be studied under two categories - (1) changes of
nasals and (2) loss or deletion of nasals ( details

will be under the heading of loss or deletion).

3.1 Changes of nasals

In the process of changing the two elements are
affected. 3o, the nasal changes is of reciprocal na-
ture. In the first step voicing rule will be applied
to the initial voiceless sound of the second root and
correspondingly it will affect the preceding sound of
the first root final. It is shown by the following ta-

ble.
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Table 3

lst Root
ends in

-m

ends in

-n

ends in

-n
REZCIPROCAL:

[+Nasal

m

7z

2nd Root =

begins with

K-

begins

begins

1 L

—d—fmasai_ +Velar
n —_— . . =
+3ilabial
77
—1

Compound

(k »g correspond-
ing to the preced=+
ing sound and also
my q corresponding
to the following

velar sound g )

with (p>Db

ing to

correspond-
the preced-
ing voiced sound &
also n» m corresp-
onding to the fol-
lowing bilabial

sound b)

with (kh> g, the initial
of the second root
aspirated 52 is de-
aspirated and chan-
ges corresponding
to the preceding
voiced sound and
also n> n corres-
ponding to the fo-
llowing velar sound
g)

g



Examples :

Ends in -m
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nam + kan = naggan ‘back (body)'
back+to be hard k2>g
m>n
kom + kut = ko&gut 'pit!
pit * to be narrow
Ends in -n
san + pan = samb2n *fence'
p>b
cow + barrier
ny m
lan + pa = lamba '‘match’
war + to oppose
Ends in -n and begins with kh in the second root :
h 1] ]
sen + kK aw = seggaw purse h
k' >g
money + bag
h no>3
san + k om = saﬂgom ‘milk!
cow + milk
The above examples have exceptions. There is no chan-
ge of n and .m , Only voicing rule apﬁlied to the

2nd initial sound.

Examples :

m remains as m

loam + kag

land%to dry

kum + kagba

year + to dry

lamgag

kumyajba

‘he nasals remain as it is.

‘dry land'

‘draught’
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n remains as n

sdn + pi = sanbi 'cow'
cow T mother
yen + pi = yenbi 'hen’'

hen t mother

pan + kha = pankha 'south of the
barrier'
barriert+south
h h . .
sen T k ay = senk ay to contribute

. one's share'
money + to contribute har

4, Changes of lateral sound

The lateral 1 <changes into r , if it is pre-

ceded by a vowel or a semi vowel.

Table 4
lst Root + 2nd Root = Compound
ends in vowel begins with 15r
or semi vowels 1-
l
— -
+lateral - +trill +vowel N
Trill : 1 r +semi vowel |
Examples : .
pi + laa = pirag 'tears’
tear+coweb
mi + lam = miram 'foreign land’

man + land
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na + 1i = gari 'fermented fish'

fish+to store

u T 1i = uri ‘creeper'
treetcane

po + lam = poram '‘way for pawn'
pawntway

paw + law = pPawraw 'proverb’

news + to take

may + lik = mayrik ‘spark’
firetspark
Exception : +fhe lateral 1 remains as 1 when it is

preceded by voiceless stop (p,t,k) and also by nasal

h Voiceless
[l]—’[l J/ p,t,k -

and t nasal

sounds.

Examples :

pot ¥ lam = potlam 'requirements’
thing+way
h h :
p 2k + len = p 2klen 'big mat'
mat best
h h '
k oy + 13k = k 0313k space batween
toes'

leg + between

4.1 In the process of changing the initial of the
second root 1 changes into EﬁEit is preceded by a
vowel, or a semi vowel. Then the preceding low vow-
el of the first root a changes into central mid vo-

wel 3.
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Examples :
a>s
sa + 1lu = saru ‘bone’

animaltbone

ma + lon = maron 'his/her lanjuage'’

his/herslanguage

4.2 However, there is one éexcepntion that the later-
al 1>m after m . The prozess involved is to assimi-

late to m and become gemminated.

Example ¢ 1 > m
h h . .
p oem + len = p 2mmen '‘main seat in a
house'
placefbest
5. Changes of vowels

In some compounds certain vowels are found
change in Meiteiron. The changes took place in three
ways ind can be discussed in two sections. I.Changes

of e>d@ and g>u, 2. Changes »f a » a.

5.1 e>aand o>u

Table 5
1st root + 2nd root = compound
ends in n begins with 5 > Jri}

- voice re > a]

] L? > u

Te >3] s fic
3 0] g o
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Examples :

cen + ton = cadon ‘broken rice'
rice¥small

khog + kha = khuga 'sole’

leg + below

5.2 The vowel a>o only in the four roots e.g. tha
‘chest', sa ‘'body', cak 'rice' and ma 'he/she'. Out
of four roots, again a root having =k in the final

will also deleted.

Table 6
1st + 2nd = Compound
ends in -a begins with i) a>ae
and -k - voice ii) a>& and
also k—=> 9
Example :
tha + pak = tq;bak ‘chest®

chest+to be broad

sa + tum = sadum ‘flesh'

bodytto be round

cak + kag = cagay ‘rice without curry’

rice *+ to be dry

ma + pa = mapa '‘his/her father'

he/she+father

However, there are exceptions for all the above changes.

Examples are on the next page.
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ceg + pak = ceBpak ‘flattened rice'

ricetto be broad
_h . .h , .
kon + pak = K ogpak foot

leg + to be broad

sa T phi = saphi 'dress for hunting’
body*cloth

cak + len = caklen ‘*dinner’

ricebest

cak + s2p = caksag 'kitchen’
rice+house

6. Loss or deletion

The loss of a consonant is usually related to
articulatory processes in order to make pronunciation
easier. The deletion may be discussed under the follo-
wing categories : (1) loss of voiceless t & k (2) loss

of nasals.

6.1 Loss of voiceless t & k

The final sound of the first root gets Jeleted
when a voiceless sound as its initial of the second
root and also the initial voiceless sound of the se-

cond root 'is changed into voiced sounds.
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Table 7
1st root + 2nd root = compounding
ends in -t begins with t-> g
voiceless t- vl > va
ends in -k begins with k > #
voiceless k- V1l > vq
(in such cases
the preceding
vowel of the
first root is
shorten as
a»?)
. [~ . [
-voice +voice { ¢
t- - d- when > g — c c (ge-
k . -
k- L g- mination)
Example : t > ¢
h h
kut + tap = k uda9 'Part of the hand
between wrist &
hand + joint elbow'
khut + top = khudop ‘ring*
hand 7 add
k># : when k- is deleted the vowel of the first root
a is shorten and changes into ajo.

Examples :

cak + ka

rice+to burn

cak + kum =

ricet+waste,

caga

€agum

‘scorch rice!

‘waste rice!
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Exception : There are some compounding which have no
deletion of t and k.

Example :

Khut + ta = khutta '3hape of hand'
hand + shape

sak + ta = sakta 'shape of face'

face + shape

6.2 Loss of nasals

The nasal sound ot the 1lst root final gets de-
leted when a nasal sound is in the initial position

of the second root.

Tfable 8
lst root + 2nd root = compounding
ends in -m begins with n- m-—> g
n>m
ends in -n begins with n-, 1 —-> 7
p"zt‘lc-- o > u
e >
ends in =-n begins with 1- n->g
1>r
6.2.1 m=>3>Z

When the nasal sound m of the 1lst root is dele-

ted and also the initial of the second root n » m.
Example =
im + nug = imug, 'inside the house'

house+inside



393

20
pham + nup = phammug 'bed’
placetinside
6.2.2 3> "]
'he nasal sound 3 of the first root final is

deleted and also the vowel of :the first root o> u and

ezo.

Examples :

khqg + nig = khunig 'heel'

leg T back

khog + pom = khubom ‘calf'

leg ¥ bulging

ceq + kem = cagem 'broken rice'
ricetbreak

ceq + ton = cedon 'broken rice'
rice+small

Exception : In some environments the nasal ] remains
intact an3 also there is no change of the 1lst root

vowel.

Example :

khog + pak = khogpak tfoot!
leg rtte be broad
h - h ' '
kon + kap = k ogkap foot step
leg + span
k h . .
cep + pu = cenp u a pitcher for

. storing rice'
rice T pot
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5.2.3 n—o>¥g

fhe nasal sound n of tha lst root final is
deleted and also the initial of the second root 1 > r

due to the preceding vowel.

anmpfe :

yen + lum = yerum ‘egg'
hen + egg

7.0 Loss of vowels

‘he vowel a gets 3Jeleted while compounding in

two instances.

[Fvowel a]—-);d/[‘;_]__—

Example :

ca +ani = cani 'two hundred’
hundred+two

ca + shum = cahum 'three hundred'
hundred+three

8.0 Addition of semi vowel

While compounding the semivowel w and y are ad-
ded. rhe semi vowel w is added (1) between semivowel &
and mid back vowel (2) low vowel a or high front vowel
i and mid back vowel o . The semi vowel y is added be-

tween a - o. It is shown in the following table.
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Table 9
1st root + 2nd root T Compound
ends in semi begins with +w
vowel -w, -y o-
ends in -a or begins with +w
-i o-
ends in -a begins with +y
O_
c s w W — O
H — .
Addition & [y]/ a or i~ o
a — o
Example :

h h . .
t ow T og = t awwon nature of work
duty+nature
sa t un = sawun ‘*leather’
animal+skin
na + in = nayin ‘ear ring’
ear + to wear
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