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The aim of this paper is to show the modification of
bases in Meiteiron. The paper deals about the changes of con-
sonants and vowels in the process of compounding.

Introduction

The general characteristics of the morphophonemic
changes in Meiteiron roots are very irregular. The sound chan-
ges which occur in compounding can be discussed in the follow-
ing headings. They are (1) voicing, (2) deaspiration, (3) chan-
ge of lateral sound, (4) changes of nasals, (5) changes of
vowels, (6) loss or deletion and (7) addition of semi-vowels.

1. Voicing

In the process of voicing, the voiceless sound change
into voiced sounds. The type of process is of progressive
assimilation. The unaspirated voiceless stop sounds p,t,c,k
are found to have changed into their voiced counterpart
b,d, j.g, respectively, when the sooond root is preceded
immediately by a voiced sound (i.e., a nasal, a vowel) or a
semi-vowel, It is shown in the following table.

Table 1
1st Root : +2nd root =Compound
ends in a nasal, ! begins with (EVoice]= [#Voice]]
or a semi-vowel ' p- p>D"
1

ends in a nasal begins with

-
1
L
]
'
r
] ]
or a vowel ar a ' t- ' t > d
semi _vowel ________ L e e b —eeeee o
1 1
ends in a nasal ) begins with '
or a vowel, or a B c- ' c > J
vowel, or a ' '
semi-vowel ' '
___________ e gy
ends in a nasal ! begins with !
or a vowel, or ! k- ! k /7 g
a semi-vowel ! !
___________________ | Sy SRS S,
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-Voice +Voice —
| p- b +Vowel
Voicing : t- > d +nasal
o= ’ J +semi-vowel
k- g
. L
£xamples:
P20
P+ pan = pliban 'border of cloth!

cloth border
tha + pum = tPabum 'the whole month'
month whole

ko + pi - Kk"ogbi 'big toe'
leg mother
19m + pan = 13mban 'wild arum'
land arum
huy + pu = huybu 'owner' of dog'
dog owner
san + pu = sanbu *owner of cow!'
cow owner
19y + pak = laybak 'clay!
land + broad
caw + pan = cawbag ' fool!
big- to bé fool
t> d
h, _ h  homa .
pi+ ta = p ‘ida type of cloth
cloth type
khos + ta = khogda 'shape of leg'
leg shape
khoy + tog = khgydog 'one having big naval!
navel high
thwe = E; ' '
9 taw = tawdaw mode of doing
duty + to do
sen + toy = .sendog 'debt!

money to debt
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13m + tog = lﬁmdog 'high land!
land to be high
01“ + tos = cigdog 'high hill!
hill to be high
cinp + tum = cinum ‘hillock!
hill to be round
pa + ton = padon 'end of eyelash!
eyelash tip
c > J
h . h
P 1 + caw = p ijaw 'big cloth!
cloth to be big
phi + cam = phijam 'ordinary cloth"
cloth ordinary
thog + caw = thogjaw 'door!
door to be big
khaﬂ + caw = khigjaw 'big pan'
pan to be big
sam + ci = somji 'knot of hair!
hair near
Kb _ h_ .
aw + caw = k aw jaw 'big bag!'
bag to be big
hyy + caw = hay jaw 'big fruit!
fruit to be big
k > g
h h
pi~+ kaq = P igag 'dry cloth'
cloth to be dry
thag + kon = thasgon 'sickle’
sword to be curved
khon + kay = khongay 'undesirable speech'
voice to break
tﬁ>w + kon = tﬁ;wg}n 'guard!
duty to save
si9»+ kyy = siggay 'shed of firewood!

firewood store



h
poy + kan =

thigh to be hard
mig + kow =

name to call

leg + ka =
shoulder to group
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h
p oygn
mingaw

legga

'thigh'

'term of address'

'same age'

Excention : In some compounding there is no changes of
p,t,c,k if the 2nd root is immediately preceded by a nasal

or semivowel or a vowel.

Examples

p remains as p

lem + pak =
land to be broad
cen + pak =
rice to be broad

1low + pu =
paddy field owner

t remains as t

paw + tak =
news to indicate

u + ton =
tree top

L}

mi + top
man others

ya + ton =
teeth tip

lay + ton =
tongue tip

¢ remains as c¢

[}

khqg + cot
leg to go
lom + cat
land to go

[}

lampak
cegpak

13wpu

pawtak
uton
mitop
yaton

layton

khogqst

leme ot

'meadow'

tflattened rice!'

‘owner of the paddy

'advice'

'top of the tree'

'outsider!

'tip of the tooth!

'tip of the tongue'

! journey'

'character!

field'
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mi + cgm = micom ‘layman'

man simple

mpy + cak = m3ycak 'pang of sorrow'
fire to burn

k remains as k

wa + kpt = wakat 'complain!

word to give

u + kup = ukup 'pieces of wood'
tree piece

IDw + kon = 15wkon 'paddy field'
paddy place

1oy + kag = laykag 'dry land'

earth to be dry

2. Deaspiration

In deaspiration process, voicing rule will apply first
and in the second step deaspiration will apply ‘to the aspirated
sounds. So, the voiceless aspirated stop ph, th, k™ and voice-
less fricative s become unagpirated voieed b,d,g and j, res-
pectively, when the second root is preceded by a vowel or a
semi-vowel or a nasal, After applying voicing rule the initial

of the second root ph, th and kh are deaspirated.

Table 2
1st root o+ 2nd root = Compound
1 N ' .
ends in a begins with . , ph > b,
nasal, or h h h h _
a semivowel : p, t, k : ! th d :
' - ' S S-S
: : . 8 > 3
mm——mmem——— T T PSR NS |
Ph b +nasal
h
Deaspiration : th - d +semivowel
k g +vowel
Ls] [
4



Examples ¢

ph>b

phi + p%;m
cloth place
sa + p%m

to make place

ths a
pl’bw + thoy
paddy more
sen + thoy

money more
h

k>¢g

phi + kha

cloth under

sen + khaw

money bag

s> J
sin + sit

ginger to scrap

som + set

[}

hair to be dress

1719

pibzm

sabsm

phawdoy

sendoy

h
p iga

sengaw

sigjit

samjet

tcondition'

'place where thing
to be made'

'interest as paddy'

'interest'

'lining!'

'purse’

‘an instrument to scrap
turmeric, ginger etc,
t> powder!

'comb'

Exception : In some compounding there is no changes

h h h

of p, t, k and s if the second root is preceded by a

vowel, or a semi vowel or a nasal and also voiceless stop

p,t and k.

h .
P remains as

P

h

khog + pq;m

leg + ‘place
thok + p%;m

to go aut+place
hn)+pgm

to sleept+place
k3t + pq;m

to offer+place

L}

khonph;m
thokp};l; m
hipp% m

katpﬁ;m

'Place for putting fowt!

texit!

'sleeping place!

'place where to keep
offerings'
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th remains as th

plbm + thpn = p}bmthon 'thigher post!
post + to'name
hoy + tlum = hoytPum 'A fruit'
fruit + sweet (Atalatia- monaphalia)
kh remains as kh 3
tha + khay = thakhay 'fortnight!'
month+to separate
nay -~ kla = hayka ' plum'
fruit + bitter
8 remains as s
h h, ey
pi~+ sa = p isa 'mode of weaving
cloth + to..make
t%;w + sin = tgswsin 'mode of arrangement!'
duty + to arrange
cak + ta = cakta 'kind of rice/

mode of rice!
rice + mode d f

yot + pak yotpak !spade’

iron + to be broad

3. Nasal change

The three nasals m,n,n are found to undergo irregular
changes while compeunding. These cthanges:can be studied under
two categories -~ (1) changes of nasals and (2) loss or dele-
tion of nasals (details will be under the heading of loss oar
deletion).

3.1 Changes of nasals

In the process of changing the two elements are.affec-
ted. So, the nasal changes is of reciprocal nature. In the
first step voicing rule will be applied to the initial voice-
less sound of the second root and correspondingly it will
affect the preceding sound of the first root final, It is
shown by the following table.



Table 3
1st Root + 2nd Root F Compound
ends in : begins with ' (k) g corresponding to
]
-m ' k- .  the preceding sound and
: ' also m) 1y corresponding
1
! , to the following velar
: ' sound g )
'
ends in : begins with ' (p>b corresponding to
1
-n ' p- , the preceding voiced
; ' sound & also ny m corres-
)
' , ponding to the following
' ' bilabial sound b)
]
1
ends in X begins with ' (k%>g, the initial of
!
-n ! kh- .  the second root aspira-
: ' ted 52 1s de-aspirated
l
' , and changes corresponding
: ' to the.preceding voiced
)
' y sound and also n>n
1
' ' corresponding to the
'
! , following velar sound g)
______________ L e e ——————
— T ~ -
- Voice +Voice
k- g 1
RECIPROCAL : p- b b Ehasai]-—-
kh~ g
|_' - b : —
[+Nasal T T+Nasal , |tVelar
m =ton /— +Bilabial
L n m
Examples
gnds in -m
n2m + k3n = nangsn 'back (body)
back+to be hard [_k) g 1
. m>
kom + kut = koggut 'pit S‘J

pit + to be narrow



€nds in -n
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' fence'

‘match!

(p?b
Lo

san -+ pon = s3mbon
cow + barrier

lan + pa = lamba
war + to oppose

Ends in -n ‘and begins with kh
sen + khaw = seggaw
money + bag

s3n + khom = s angom

cow + milk

in the second root
'purse’ i 7
P b > g |
.
'milk" 3

The above examples have exceptions, There is .no changes of

h
The nasals remain as it is.

Examples :

m ‘remains as m

1am + kon = 1 mgag
land + to dry

kum + kagb = kumkanb
year + to dry

n_remains as n

sgn + pi = sonbi
cow + mother

yen + pi = yenbi
hen + mother

pan + kha = pEnkha
barrier + south

sen + khay = senkhay

money + to contribute

4,

The lateral 1 changes into

vowel or a semi vowel,

and m, only voicing rule applied to the 2nd initial sound.

'dry land'

'draught'

'cow!

'hen!

'south of the barrier!

'to contribute one's share!

Changes of lateral sound

r, if it is preceded by a
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Table 4

' - el e Ay 7 o e
i1st Root 2nd Root Compound

]

tends in vowel begins with 1>r

+
'
1
1
!
1
1
]
l

[==~"—= ="

'
lor semi vowels
1

1 .
Trill ldterul:] +irill +vowel ‘
+semi vowel

Examples

pi + 1la = pira? 'tears'

tear + coweb ‘

mi + 1dm = mirpm 'foreign land'
man + land

}a + 1i = gari 'fermented fish!
ish+to store

u + 1i = uri 'ereeper!’!
teerrcane

por I13m = porom 'way for pawn'!
pawn + way

paw + 13w = pPawrsw 'proverb!

news - to take

ny + lik = meyrik !'spark!

fire + spark

Exception : The lateral 1 remains as 1 when it is preceded
by voiceless stop (p,t,k) and algo by nasal sounds.

3 Voiceless ).
i 1 1 '9[13 D, t,k —c
- and + nasal

Examples :

pot + 13m = potlym 'requirements’
thing+way
h h .
p‘)k + len = p zklen 'big mat!'
mat best
h h
k og + 13k = k ogl)k 'space between toes!

leg + between
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441 In the process of changing the initial of the second
root:l changes into r, if it is preceded by a vowel, or a
semi vowel, Then the preceding low vowel of-the first root
a -changes into central mid vowel &

Examples :

a3

sa + lu = saru 'bone!

animal + bone

ma + lon = nyon 'his/her languagg!
his/her -+ language

4.2 However, there is one excéption that the lateral
1y m after m, The process involved is to assimilate to m

and become gemminated.

Example : 1>m

ph m +.len = pﬁ;mmen 'main seat in a house'
place+best
5. Changes of vowels

In some compounds certain vowels are found change in
Meiteiron, The changes took place in three ways and can be
discussed in two sections 1. Changes of g> 2 and o>u,
2, Changes of a >4d

Hyv1 e>d and oHu

Table 5
18t root 2nd root - Compound
ends in ﬁ begins with

-voice

e e

3> 9
fe> 37|
%2

e > at‘w\ when\, _> ¢ /V—C
.0 > u _J 3 : /

Ecamples :

ce%-+ ton = cxlon 'broken rice!
ricersmall
kho + kha = khuga 'sole!

leg + below
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5.2 The vowel a>9 only in the four roots e.g. t a
'body', cak 'rice' and ma ‘'he/she'. Out of four roots,
in the final will also deleted.

'chest!',

sa
again a root having -k

Table 6
T
1st voot + 2nd woct = Compound '
' -
dnds in -a ! beging with ' i) a>@ !
1 L
and -k ' - voice ' ii) a>¢o and .
1
' . also k-=> @ :
1 1 R
©xample
tha + pak = tﬁ;bak '‘chest!
cnestr to be broad
sa + tum = sAdum 'flesh'
body+to be raund
calk 4+ k§§ = cagam 'rice without curry'
<
rice + to be dry
ma + pa = mypa 'his/her father'

he/she~father

However, there are exceptions for all the above changes.

Exam)le :
cen -+ p&k = ceqpak 'flattened rice’
ricerto be broad
ho o L. - h_ .. ' '
k 09 + pak = k" onpak foot
leg + to be broad }
sa + phi = saphi 'dress for hunting'
bodyrcloth
cak + len = caklen 'dinner’

rice+best

cak -+ s;q = caks;j— 'kitchen!
rice+house
6. Loss or deletion

The loss of a consonant is usually related to articula-
tory processes in order to make pronunciation easier. The
deletion may be discussed under the following categories':
(1) loss of voiceless tadk (2) loss of nasals.
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6.1 Loss of voiceless ta&dk

The final sound of the first root gets deleted when a
voiceless sound as its initial of the second root and also
the initial voiceless sound of the second root is changed
into voiced sounds,

Table 7
1st root T 2nd roet = compounding
ends in -t ' begins with : t> 9
': voiceless.t- : viy>vd
e e = e e el A et ie o e e = A o i A o i s e
‘ends in -k ' begins with | x » @
voiceless k- V1i>va

preceding vowel of
the first root is

1

'

1

1 (in such cases the
:

' shorten as ay3 )

) -~ ~ -
-voi i t
t_ce 5 ﬂ-lgiceJ when l'kJ-) ¢ —/c ¢ (gemination)
k- g- -

gxample : t> @
h

kPut + tay = k"udan 'Part of the hand between
hand + joint wrist & elbow!'

khut + top = J(hudop 'ring’'

hand + add

k> @ : when k- is deleted the vowel of the first root a
is shorten and changes into a)pg.

Examples :

cak + ka = coaga 'scorch rice!
rice -~ to burn

cak + kum

czgum 'waste rice!
rice +~ waste

Exception : There are some compounding which have no
deletion of t and k.

Example :

khut - ta = kutta 'Shape of hand'
hand - shape
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sgk + ta = sdkta 'shape of face'
face + shape

6.2 Loss o7i nasals

"he nasal sound of the 1st root final gets deleted

when a nasad sdund is in the initial position of the second

root.

Table 8

1st root + 2nd roo = compounding

ends in -m begins with n- m P
nym

ends in -1 + begins with n-~ B ag

) d
p~,t-,c-. o> u

e >

ends' in - -n begins with 1- ny¢@
15r

6.2.1 m>@

When the nasal sound m of the 1st root is deleted and

also the initial of the second root np m.

Example

im + nun = imug 'inside the house!'
house + inside

ph:m * nun = p}L_mmun 'bed!
[
place ~ inside
6,2.2 n > @
The nasal sound n of the first root final is
and also the vowel of the first root o> u and e>d.

‘Examples

khoB + nin = khunig 'heel!

leg -+ back

khog + pom = khubom '‘calf!

leg + bulging

ceB + kem = cegem 'broken rice'
rice+ break

cen x ton = cadon 'broken rice'

rice + small

deleted
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fxception : In some environments the nasal.n remains intact
and also there is no change of the 1st root vowel.

Example
khog + pak = khogpak ' foot!
leg + to be broad
khOB + kap = khoskap 'foot step!'
leg + span
h _ h . .
cen + pu = cgsp u a pitcher for storing
rice + pot rice!
£.2.3 ny @

The nasal sound n of the 1st root final is deleted
and also the initial of the second root 1> r due to the
preceding vowel,

Example
yen + lum = yerum ‘egg'
hen + egg

7.0 Lgss of vowels

The vowel a gets deleted while compounding in two
instances.

EVowel aj > @ /\_V -\_'_

xample ;.
ca + ni = coni 'two hundred!
hundred - two

ca -+ hum = Ceohum 'three hundred!
hundred + three

8.0 Addition of semi vowel

while compounding the semivowel W and y are added.
The semi yowel W is added (1) between semivowel and mid
mid back vowel:(2) low vowel a or high front vowel i and
mid back vowel e. The semi vowel Y 1is added betwee;
a - o. It is shown in the following table.
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Table 9
S PSP R el
1st root T 2nd root = Compound
1
ends in semi ! begins with . W
1
vowel -w, -y , o- !
enmt mam s e e mae . m e e s ome “ e e e i e e sem e e - -
ends in -a or : begins with ' W
1
-i i o- '
e e .. e e e \ - e . -
ends in -a ! beiins, with . y
: o- :
e e e e e e m e e S TUU e iem-
1
s . - | w | w - o
Addition : @-=> Ly 4 ori- o
— o
Example :
t}bw * oy = th:wwor.} ‘nature of work'
duty ~nature
sa - on = sawog 'shape of the body'
animal r shape
na - in = nayin 'ear ring'

ear r ta wear
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