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O. The substantive phrase in Brou! may be defined as the
filler of the subject, direct object, indirect object, or com-
plement slots on the clause level. In this paper, first the
tagmemic and tagmatic formulae for the Common Substantive
Phrase will be presented. Then formulae will be given to show
ditferences in ordering and differences in filler classes. The
filler classes will be illustrated and restrictions on their
cooccurrence will be mentioned. Finally, the Verb-centered
Phrase, the Clause-filled Phrase, and the Speech-filled Phrase
will be presented more briefly.

1. Tagmemic Formula

The tagmemic formula for the Common Substantive
Phrase is: + (= NUM. + CLAS) = N. H. + MOD. =+
DEM. =+ POS. + LOC. 2 in which NUM. represents Numeral,
CLAS. represents Classifier, N.H. represents Noun Head, MOD.
represents Modifier, DEM. represents Demonstrative, POS.
represents Possessor, and LOC. represents Location.

1. Brou is a language of the Mon-Khmer family. It is spoken by approxi-
mately 30,000 to 50,000 persons in the northwest corner of South Viet Nam
and in neighboring areas of Laos and North Viet Nam. Data for this paper
were collected in the Huong Hoéa district of Quang Tri province of South
Viet Nam.

| have appreciated the help of David D. Thomas of the Summer
Institute of Linguistics in the organization of the data and the writing of this
paper.

2. NUM., CLAS., N.H., MOD., DEM., POS., and LOC. are understood to
refer to complete tagmas when they occur in formulae throughout the paper,
NU, CL, NH, M, D, P, and L refer to slots; and Nu, Cl, N, Mod, Dem,
Pos, and Loc refer to fillers of slots.
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In normal speech the fully expanded form is rarely found
although its use is not incorrect. A native speaker prefers
to break a long phrase and put the information -into two
separate clauses for ease in comprehension. The fully ex-
panded form is more readily found in the direct object position
than in the other positions. No one tagma is obligatory, but
in any given phrase at least one of the tagmas must occur.
In any case where the N.H. tagma is omitted it must be
understood from previous context. CLAS. alone may not occur
minimally but must occur with either NUM., N.H., or DEM.

Compound phrases are said to occur when two or
more of the slots are used more than once and in a
coordinate manner. For example, in the statement Nheq alic
cirq nheq tariac maoi cuchéit cho ‘Al — pigs — my — all
— butfalo — your — dead — already’ ‘All my pigs and all your
buffalo died’, the subject is a compound substantive phrase

composed of NUM. — N.H. — POS. — NUM. — N.H. — POS.

9. Tagmatic Formulae

Tagmatic formulae will be presented in two main steps.
The first step will show differences in ordering of the
tagmas. The second will demonstrate differences within the

fillers of the tagmas.

2. 1. Tagmatic Ordering
NU—-CL) NH M-=D—-P—-1L)

The above formula demonstrates the most frequent or-
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dering of the three main groups of items. In the above for-
mula, NU — CL operates as a unit and always maintains
the same intarnal ordering. The entire unit may occur either
before the Noun Head or following any slot after it. The
NU slot may be divided so that one part occurs in the custom-
ary position preceding the CL slot and the other part
occurs in any position following the CL slot. Any Numeral
filler presented under Section 3 except those in Numeral
Class Il may occur in this secondary position. e. g. (Mdh
sa-owi) lam alic cirq (nheq lawng) cirq youn moi

‘(Every — many) — Cl. — pig — mine — (all — entirely) — | —

give — you’ ‘Every one of my many pigs | give you’.

Among the M, D, P, and L slots there is nearly free
variation of order following the Noun Head. However, certain
factors in their ordsring need to be noted. All of these slots
are understood to refer to and accompany the Noun Head.
But when D follows P or L, and P or L is filled by a noun,
D would seem to accompany the noun in the nearest pre-
ceding slot. To avoid this ambiguity, whenever a noun fills
the P or L slot, D must precede it

Likewise when M follows P or L an ambiguity might re-
sult. In this case M may either precede the P or L slots or
remain following but be marked by juncture to accompany

the Noun Head. (see 3. 5)

Another minor variation in ordering allows the Modifier
slot to be split and the P, D, or L slot to be interposed be-
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tween the two parts. e.g. Tapoat lam alic cirq (todr) ki
(cuchéit) cirqg youn moi ‘Six — Cl. — pig — mine — (big)
— those — (dead) — | — give — you’ ‘Il give you those six
big dead pigs of mine’.

9. 2. Tagmatic Filler Variants

(1) £ NU: (Nu IA/Nu IB/Nu IA+Nu IA/Nu IA4+Nu IB/Nu
IB+Nu IB/Null) + CL: (CLI/CL 1) & NH: (NI/NII/
PPr/IPr) = M: (Mod I/ Mod 1I/ Mod lIl/ Mod IV)
4+ D: (Dem) + P: (Pos I/ PPr) + L: (Loc)

@ N+ CL+ NH £D £P £L +=M: (J4+Mod
I/ J+Mod 1I/ J+Mod I/ J+Mod 1V)

Formula (1) above shows all filler classes occurring in
each slot when the tagmas are arranged in one of the com-
mon orderings. The filler classes are discussed in Section 3.
Formula (2) adds juncture to the Modifier fillers when the
Modifier slot occurs in phrase-final position. In formula (2)
where fillers are not stated they are understood to be the

same as in formula (1).

3. Description of Fillers

3.1. Numeral. The Numeral slot may be either sim-
ple or complex. It is said to be simple if it is filled by
just one Numeral. See examples 1,2, 3,6, 9. It is complex
if it is filed by more than one Numeral as in examples 4,
517, 8.
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Class | Numerals may occur in combination with other
Class | Numerals. Subclass 1A fillers can occur preceded by
or followed by any other Class | filler. (Examples 4, 5) This
subclass includes nheq ‘all’, clitng ‘many’, mdh ‘all’, sa-owi
‘many’, béiq ‘few’, dou ‘every’, and num ‘only’. Of these,
only mdh can not occur after the NH. When standing alone
in the Numeral slot, IA fillers can contain a following inten-
sifier lirq, thdng, or lodng. (Examples 2, 3) Subclass B
includes the numbers such as muoi ‘one’, pai ‘three’, and
lapodl ‘six’ which can be preceded by any Class | Numeral
but can be followed only by another subclass IB filler. (Exam-
ples 7, 8)

In the examples given throughout the section only the
substantive phrase is presented. Some of the examples could,
if standing alone, be a complete clause, but all of them can
be used to fill the subject, direct object, indirect object, or
complement slot of a clause. Throughout this section and
those following, only the portion of the example under at-

tention has been underlined.

(1 Nbheq dic. .. all — pig
1A All the pigs. . .

( 2) Nheq lodng alic. .. all — completely — pig
1A int. All the pigs. ..

( 3) Clirng lirg alic. . . many — very — pig

1A int. Very many pigs. . .
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( 4) Clitng nheq alic. . . many — all — pig

1A IA All the many pigs. ..
(5 Nheq mdh slic. .. all — every — pig

1A IA Every single pig. ..
( 6) Tapodt lam alic. . . sixk — Cl. — pig

IB Six pigs. . .

( 7) Clirng tapodt lam alic  many — six — Cl. — pig

IA IB All the six pigs. ..
( 8) Nheq tapodt tapul all — six — seven —Cl. — pig
IA 1B 1B All the six or seven pigs. . .
1dm alic. . .

Class |l ‘Numerals, which include mah leq ‘how much’ and

seiq ‘how many’, occur only alone within the Numeral slot.

(9 Seiq lam slic. .. how many — Cl. — pig
! How many pigs. ..?

3.9. Classifier. Fillers of the Classifier slot fall into two
classes. Class | Classifiers occur only with a preceding NUM.
Examples of this class are ldm and noaq.

(10) Tapoat lam alic. .. six — Cl. 1 — pig
Six pigs. . .
(11) Nheq noaq céai.. . all — CLI — person

All the people. . .

Class Il Classifiers contain such fillers as ploah, dc,
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and ntreh and can occur either with or without a preceding

NUM.

(12) Tapost ntreh aluang. . . six — Cl. I — log
Six logs. ..

(13) Ntreh aluang. .. CL Il = log
Logs. ..

3.3. Noun Head. The Noun Head slot has four
classes of fillers. Class | Nouns can occur either with or
without a preceding Classifier. This is a large class composed
of such fillers as alic ‘pig’, au ‘shit’, aluang ‘tree’, and
ddong ‘house’.

(14) Tapoat lam alic... six — Cl. — pig
Six pigs...

(15) Tapoat alic... six — pig
Six pigs...

(16) Alic... pig
Pigs...

Class I Nouns can never occur with a Classifier. They
include such items as cumo ‘year’, achoang ‘armspan’,
and dawrq ‘water’.

(17) Tapoat cumo... six — year
Six  years...
(18) CumO néi.-- year —_ thiS

This year...
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19) Dauyg... water
Water...

The Personal Pronouns such as cirq “1’, méi ‘you
(sing.)’, an ‘he, she, it’, héq ‘we (excl.)’, hdi ‘we (incl.)’,
anhia ‘you (pl.y, aloi ‘they’ can fill the NH slot.

(200 Cuy... l../..me

(21) Ma-noaq cirg... one — Cl. — 1
I myself...

(22) Tapoat noaq anhia... six — Cl. — you (pl.)
You six...

The Indefinite Pronouns nirou ‘what?, whatever, anything’,

and nau ‘who?, whoever, anybody’ may also fill the NH
slot.

(23) Ntrou... What...? / Anything...

(24) Ntrou o... what — good
What that’s good...? | Any-
thing good...

(25) Ntrou phan céq what — of — me
What of mine... ? | Anything

of mine...

3. 4. Modifier. The Modifier slot has four classes of
fillers. Class | Modifier consists of an adjective expression
which is composed of an adjective such as 0 °‘good’, todr
‘big’, cusdu ‘red’ * intensive + comparative t tense marker.
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(26)

@7

(28)

Alic todr lirq. ..
‘Adj. Int.

Alic o clouwi nheq. ..
Adj. Comp.

Alic toar cho. ..
Adj Tense

CAROLYN P. MILLER
pig — big — very
Very big pigs. . .

pig — good — more — all

Pigs better than any others. . .

pig — big — already
Pigs already big. . .

Class Il Modifier consists of a dependent verb expression

which is composed of a verb such as cuchéit ‘die’, chdq

‘tie’, tdq ‘make’, cha ‘eat’, T a tense marker or emphasis

marker T location * instrument + object.

(29) Alic khoiq cuchéit cho... pig—tinished — dead — already

(30)

€2))

(32)

(33

Tense Verb Tense The dead pigs. . .

Alic cuchéit thang. . .

Verb Emph.

Alic cuchéit pa ki
Verb Loc.
mahdi. . .

Tense

Alic chdq cop samnou...

Verb  Instr.

Alic cha doui pa ki...

Verb Obj. Locat.

pig — dead — completely
The completely dead pigs. ..

pig — dead — at
there — yesterday
The pigs killed there yesterday ..

pig — tied — with — rope
The pigs tied with rope...

pig — eat — rice
at — there

The pigs eating rice there. . .
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Class Il Modifier consists of a Modifier Expression which
is composed of the particle ca plus an adjective expression or
ca plus a dependent verb expression as described above. When
occurring in a position requiring juncture, the Modifier Expres-

sion requires an initial an. (See 3. 5)

(34) Alic ca todr... pig — part. — big
Adj. Big pigs...
(35) Alic ca cuchéit. .. pig — part. — dead
Verb Dead pigs. . .

Class IV Modifier consists of an entire clause.

(36) Alic mpiq cirq sitem pig — mother — my — feed
doui paki... — rice — at — there

The pigs my mother is feed-

ing rice there...

3.5. Juncture. Juncture accompanies the Modifier slot
when it is separated from the Noun Head by more than
one slot or, as mentioned previously, in cases of ambiguity of
antecedent. Juncture consists of either dn before the Modifier
Expression (Class Il Modifier) or a slight pause before the other

filler classes.

(37) Alic clq ki paung déng  pig — my — those — above —
ariaih dn ca toar... house — chief —J— part.—big
Those big pigs of mine above

the chief’s house...
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(38) Alic cttq ki parng déng pig — my — those — above —
ariaih (pause) toar.. house — chietf —J — big

Those big pigs of mine above

the chief’s house...

3. 6. Possessor. The Possessor slot has two classes
of fillers either of which can be preceded by the possessive
marker phdn. This marker is obligatory in normal speech when
the slot is separated from the Noun Head or when the Noun
Head is not stated, but it is optional when directly following the
Noun Head. Class | Possessor is composed of the Common

Substantive Phrase as described in this paper.

(39) Alic phan nheq céai pig — of — all — people — -
vil héq... village — our

The pigs of all the people of

our village...

(40) Alic ariaih... pig — chief
The chief’s pigs...

The Personal Pronouns as listed in Section 3.3 may also
fill the Possessor slot.

(41) Alic phdn cirq... pig — of — me
My pigs...
42) Alic cirg... pig — me

My pigs...
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3.7. Location. The Location slot is filled by a locative ex-
pression composed of a locative marker folowed by nai ‘here’, ki
‘there’, or a noun Tt modification + possession (See 3.4; 3.6)

Locative markers include pawrng ‘above’, pwn ‘under’,
tang ‘inside’, and pa ‘at’. Pawng and puwn can be preceded

by tdng and can occur in this combination without a following noun.

(43) Alic pawrng dong ariaih... pig — above — house — chief
Loc. N  pos. The pigs above the chief’s

house...
(44) Alicpaki... pig — at — there
Loc. The pigs there...
(45) Alic tang paung... pig — in — above
Loc. Loc. The pigs above...

3. 8. Demonstrative. The Demonstrative slot is filled
by a demonstrative word such as ki ‘that, those’ and ndi

‘this, these’.

(46) Alic ndi.. pig — this
This pig.. | These pigs...

4. Restrictions

In addition to the class cooccurrence restrictions already
mentioned, three other restrictions of cooccurrence need to
be mentioned. Numeral filler mdh can not occur with a

following Classifier. A Personal Pronoun, in the NH slot
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can not be possessed by a Personal Pronoun. The Indefinite

Pronouns can not occur with a Demonstrative.

Fillers of the NH, M, P, and L slots may be compound-
ed so that two or more coordinate fillers occur. These may

or may not be joined by a coordinating word ¢é&p and are
subject to the same restrictions as the single fillers.

Nheq alic tariac... all — pig — butfalo
NH NH All the pigs and buffalo...
Nheq alic cép tariac... all — pig — with — buffalo
NH NH All the pigs and buffalo...
Nheq alic cuchéit all — pig — dead — alive
M All the pigs dead and alive..
tamoong...
M
Nheq alic phdn a-em all — pig —of—younger bro.—
P of — older bro.
phdn ai All the pigs of younger
p brother and older brother...
Nheq alic yoang paung all — pig— side — above —
L side — below
yoang pun... All the pigs above and below...
L

The Classifier may be reduplicated to produce slight empha-
sis on the Noun Head.

Muoi ldm lam con... one — Cl. — Cl. — child
One child...
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5. Verb-centered phrase

One of the less common types of the substantive phrase
may be called the Verb-centered Phrase. So far this type has
been found only as the subject or complement of an equational-
type clause. It consists of averb + object + adverb & location
+ instrument. (See 3.4 Class 1) ‘

Pawq chadi béui ltq go — fast —happy — very
\' Adv. To go fastis a lot of fun
Taq sardi coat lirq make — field — difficult —
V  Ob;j very
To make a field is very
difficult
Chiq cép samow ien  tie — with — string — easy —
V  nst. more
haun It is easier to tie with string

O haun ddq tang pairng  good — more — put —in —
\' Loc. above

It is better to put it above

The Verb - centered Phrase is similar in construction
to the dependent verb expression mentioned earlier in section
3.4, but it differs basically in that the dependent verb
expression must refer to a Noun Head either stated or

understood. The Verb-centered Phrase cannot have a Noun

Head.
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6. Clause-filled phrase

The Clause-filled Phrase consists of an entire clause and
occurs as object of a verb such as howm ‘to see’, ddng

‘to know’, chanchom ‘to think’, or pdi ‘to say’. Exten-

’

sive work has not yet been done on clause analysis, but it
would appear that all clause types can occur in this
position. Examples of some of the comon clause types filling

the phrase are :

Céq déng dn ki ariaih | — know — he — that —
chief

| know he is the chief

C&q houm nau taq adotr | —see — someone — make —
basket

| see someone making a basket

An houm ariaih chu pa  He — see — chief — return —
déng. to — house
He sees the chief returning

home

One of the Clause-filled Phrase types is of particular
interest. It consists of an adjective expression or dependent

verb expression as presented in section 3.4 plus a noun.

Céq houm tiag au | — see — old — shirt
Adj. N | see that the shirt is old
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Ctrq houm cuchéit alic | — see — dead — pig
V N | see that the pig is dead

This phrase type appears similar to the Common Sub-
stantive Phrase when the latter is filled by Noun Head —
Modifier except that in this Clause-filled Phrase type the
ordering of these two elements is different. By definition;
the change in ordering from Noun —Modifier to Modifier —
Noun results in the change from a Common Substantive
Phrase to a Clause-filled Phrase. It also results in strong

emphasis on the Modifier.

C&q houm acho dein | —see — dog — short

N Adj | see the short dog

Céq houm dein acho | — see — short — dog
Adj. N | see that the dog is short

7. Speech - Filled Phrase

The Speech-filled Phrase consists of anything from sen-

tences to long utterances or whole speeches and occurs usually
as the object of verbs of saying or thinking. Il lustrating this

phrase type is this section of narrative taken from a Bréu

text :

Con ntrosq pai ki cirq ddang | ki sambeit tdng atéi cirq nai

child cow say that | know/that ring on hand my this
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ngu cép cuyal hap lirq tang ndi |/ cuyal rapuq mia pril pril

darken with wind strong very in here [ wind violent rain light light

taw boun chodn/ctrq dang

not have heavy | know

The cow’s child said, ‘thus | knew/the ring on my finger
turned dark and the wind blew very strongly / there were

violent winds and light rain / so | knew’



