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1. Introduction

Proverbs are sweet sounding speech and are also full of
principles. Proverbs are one of the tools used by humans to
teach each other. People who have faced some experience try
to put their experience in the form of the short, clever,
melodious and meaningful speech that we call proverbs.
Moreover, we can learn about daily-life, nature, topography,
climate, natural phenomenon, culture, custom and belief from
proverbs.

Chinese proverbs are very famous in Thailand since
Thailand and China have a very close relationship. Proverbs
are useful for life because it teaches people the right things
which people should do in their life. Nowadays, there are a lot
of Tae’tsiw, a kind of Chinese, in Thailand. They still use
Chinese proverbs in daily life.

Since Chinese proverbs are beautiful and very efficient
in teaching, I would like to study word reduplication, rhyme
and syntax of Chinese proverbs. Second, there are a lot of
Tae’tsiw people in Thailand. Third, my father’s family are
Tae’tsiw too. Moreover, I found that there are many works
about Chinese proverbs but they have only been collected and
translated into different languages. They have not been
analyzed in terms of structures, rhymes, thinking, beliefs, and
attitude as in this study. This paper aims to study rhymes,
reduplication, and structure in the Chinese proverbs used in
Tae’tsiw society in Thailand as well as the Chinese’s attitude,
thinking and beliefs as reflected in the Chinese proverbs in my
sample.

This paper will study the Chinese proverbs spoken by
Tae’tsiw people in Thailand who still live in or are in contact
with Tae’tsiw society.
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“Tae’tsiw society” refers to a society where Tae’tsiw
people live and still speak Tae’tsiw in their dailylife. This
study focuses on Tae’tsiw in Bangkhunthian Nonthaburi.

The analysis is based on 300 Chinese proverbs
collected from various sources. These proverbs are checked
with three Tae’tsiw informants who are between fifty and sixty
years of age and always live in or contact to Tae’tsiw society.
The reason for choosing informants at these ages is that they
still actively speak Tae’tsiw in their daily-life. The proverbs
that the informants do not know are not used. The informants
are asked to pronounce all proverbs and their meanings that
they know. Those proverbs are transcribed into phonetic
symbols as well as Chinese characters and grouped by their
semantic fields. Then the structures of the proverbs are
analyzed by using Tagmemics Theory. The proverbs are also
analyzed according to their rhyme.

2. Structure of Proverbs
2.1 Sentence

2.1.1 Simple Sentence

The most basic type of sentence is the simple sentence
which relays only one piece of information. Simple sentence
contains only one independent clause. A simple sentence can
be as short as one word. The simple sentence in Chinese
proverbs is always the topic-comment sentence. The subjects
are modified by the embedded clause.

SimS = + MainCl : Cl
Example
1. }x Ki él] /\ ig & )
[ 1i: kPui ti: ndp 2uai tshid:p]
reasonless which human speak lengthily
adj pro n. V. adv.

‘The reasonless person speaks lengthily.’



2.1.2 Juxtapose Sentence
The Juxtapose Sentence may consist of two clauses or
four clauses as formulated below.

Jux S = +SimS1:Cl +SimS2:Cl

Jux S = +SimS1:Cl +SimS2:Cl
+SimS3:Cl +SimS4:Cl

The two or four clauses are semantically related in the
following ways

2.1.2.1 Coordinative juxtaposed Sentence

Example

248 £ % 5 EAF S o

[pG: ti: md: to, tshupg jip si: to:]

cattle have features many stupid human problem many
n. V. n. adj adj n. n. adj

‘The cattle have a lot of features.
The stupid man has a lot of problems.’

2.1.2.2 Antithetical juxtaposed Sentence
Example

3. _L Ll—i g g] T ll‘l i&- °
[tsia sua jop kei hia sua 1lap]
goup mountain easy godown mountain difficult
v. n. adv. \'2 n. adv.

‘It is easy to go up the mountain but it is difficult to go down
from the mountain.’
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2.1.2.3 Concessive juxtaposed Sentence
Example

4. A o s BB ME A o

[mia tsPiak® sui siau,

sparrow although  small
n. conj. adj.
pa:u tsdan ku: tshdap]
five entrails all complete
num. n. num. adj.

‘Although the genus passer is a small bird,
it has a complete organ.’

2.1.2.4 Conditional juxtaposed Sentence
Example

S EATRE . HAEXTH -

[law ndpn padk® tPuap Kkoéw ,

old human not tell annals
ad;j. n. neg. v. n.
haw se: sik™ liaw  phow]
young human  lose remarkable pattern
adj. n. V. n

‘The younger will lack the pattern if the older people do not
tell the annals.’

2.1.2.5. Purposive juxtaposed Sentence
Example

6. A & & ) X & -

[pap tip sua tia tai hi:]

release long string hook big fish
V. ad;j. n. v. adj. n.

‘Release a long string to hook big fish.’



2.1.2.6. Temporal sequential juxtaposed Sentence
Example

7.% ¥ A A a’g'/\i%ﬂb‘ z

[kudnp muai sei  kuap nan ,
manage  thing before  manage human,
V. n. conj. V. n.
kuany nap sei kuap sim]
manage human before manage mind
V. n conj. V. n.

‘You have to manage a person before manage things.
You have to manage one’s mind before manage one.’

3. Rhyme
3.1 Internal Rhyming

3.1.1 Consonant Rhymes
It is an initial consonant which is rhymed.
Example

8. T T84 A% o
[ |
[kunp tsPi: pi: tshiu KkPe?]

aristocrat avoid alcohol guest
‘The aristocrats avoid the alcoholic man.’

The initial consonant of the second word /ts"/ rthymes
with the initial consonant of the fifth word.

9. 2 A PR A o

N .
[bo: sia: kau ka: si: nap]
not bark dog bite  human

‘The dog that does not bark always bites.’

The initial consonant of the third word /k/ rhymes with
the initial consonant of the fourth word.
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3.1.2 Vowel Rhymes
Example

1
[sim phép kuei tai hai]
mind peaceful cross  ocean
‘The peaceful mind can across the ocean.’

The vowel of the fourth word /ai/ rhymes with the
vowel of the fifth word.

& s %4 T % .

J N . I » No. . N\
[?2iu pi1: sui tia? 1li: hai pian]
friendship  according  gain harm change
‘Friendship changes on the basis of gains and losses.’

The vowel of the second word /i:/ rhymes with the
vowel of the fourth word.

3.1.3 Vowel and final consonant rhymes
Example

.EBEANY B A -
f ]
[ken Jjip tshia: tsPip 2iu]
poor human few relative friend
‘The poor have a few relatives.’
The vowel and the final consonant of the second word

/in/ rhymes with the vowel and the final consonant of the
fourth word.

- E R M A
. , ,
[tsek™ ke: ?ap 1ak™ tdk" tshoi kim]

one family peace better thousand old
‘The peaceful family is mare value than gold.’




The vowel and the final consonant of the fourth word
/ak/ rhymes with the ones of the fifth word.

3.1.4 Combination of consonant and vowel rhymes
Example

4 2 M ERER

1 |
[klhop kia: tshu: se:  kidi]
fear  everywhere produce spirit
‘Fear can produce spirit everywhere.’
The initial consonant of the second word /Kk/ rhymes
with the initial consonant of the fifth word.

The vowel of the second word /u:/ rhymes with the
vowel of the third word.

5. % ot R -

[ﬂuei 1"16: }]11‘1: tidp” tshai 1ai)
flower beautiful butterfly so come
‘The flowers are so beautiful that the butterfly beset.’

The initial consonant of the first word /h/ rhymes with
the initial consonant of the second and the third word.

The vowel of the fifth word /ai/ rhymes with the
vowel of the sixth word.

3.2 External Rhyming
External Rhyming occurs in different clauses. There
are three types of internal rhyming

3.2.1 Consonant Rhymes
Example

6 ZF =+ MAKS
4‘/\"‘1'52:#‘)‘ o
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I ~ »~ ’ . , N
[kup tsz ji: tsgp’ kai puk®' sip to: ,
good person | twentyl person not much

[
[ ] ]

sidau jiu tsék” kai pudk" sip tsia]
small human one person not few
‘Twenty good persons are not much.

Only one bad person is too much.’

The initial consonant of the second word /ts/ rhymes
internally with the initial consonant of the fourth, and
externally with the eleventh and fifteenth words. The initial
consonant of the third word /j/ rhymes externally with the
initial consonant of the tenth word. The initial consonant of the

seventh word /s/ rhymes externally with the initial consonant
of the ninth and fourteenth words.

3.2.2 Vowel Rhymes
Example

175(73‘&.}!-%’51,&*93.:350

[pe: Dbd: se: kMi: sip, ji: nin tsi lip“tsi:]
L | J

father mother birth body  children own make mind

‘The parents give birth the body, but the children make their
own mind.’

The vowel of the fourth word /i:/ rhymes with the
vowel of the sixth and tenth words.

3.2.3 Vowel and final consonant rhyme
Example

18. & ¥ 48 + ¥ 4o T o

[2iau hiap hgk‘, sia: tshai ts“lék“]
must  enjoy happiness often  know  enough

‘If one wants to be happy, one must often be content with

one’s lot.’




The vowel and the final consonant of the third word

/ok/ rhymes with the vowel and the final consonant of the
sixth word.

3.2.4 Combination of consonant and vowel rhyme
Example

9 2 AR v FEF LU o

[tsPi: hiép hu: hia tsia,
wife  collateral husband disaster few |

l f

tsi: hau p€: sim kbPuap]
son grateful mind wide

‘A wife who is good to her husband will receive few disasters.
A child with a final piety has a broad mind.’

The initial consonant of the fifth word /ts/ rhymes
with the initial consonant of the sixth word.

The vowel of the first word /i : /rhymes with the vowel
of the sixth word.

3.3 Reduplication
3.3.1 Internal Reduplications

3.3.1.1 Reduplication words that are closed together
Example

20 £ B AAAYT
A4 H &R I™ A

[kPiam hi: jik® kd: nap nag 2ai,
modest day longtime everyone love
kiau pau jik® ka: sep kou jip]
arrogant  day long time become alone human
‘If you are always modest, people will all love you.
If you are always arrogant, you will become alone.’

The fifth word / nap/ reduplicates with the sixth word.
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2. XK K X &9 #4,
BT REFER/RTEF -

v rd N N\ »
[kuéi sik™ lui lui ti: tshiu ki: ,

fruit one after another of twig
tsop si: ti: tik" hu: hia tsPip tsi:]

always lower need bow not body
“The fertile woods always bend to the low.’

The third word /1ui/ reduplicates with the fourth

word.

3.3.1.2 Reduplication words that are separated by
the other words.
Example

2ok AHRS AR,
| |
[23p kim 2u: Kke: sim bd: ke:]
gold have valuable mind invaluable
‘Gold is very valuable but the mind is invaluable.’
The fourth word /K€ :/ reduplicates with the seventh
word.

3.3.2 External Reduplications
3.3.2.1 Two-segment Proverbs
Example

. MMKHFEZ » AR K

|
[tia tsGi ©2u: tia , nadp bo: tia]
watertide have determine human not determine
‘The rise and fall of watertide are definite but the man
emotions are not.’
The fourth word /tia/ reduplicates with the seventh
word.



3.3.2.2 Four-segment Proverbs.
Example

24. % F N b o A M 3E M
% FlA R Mo -

[pd: si: khep kag , 2u: lagp hui lapg ,
work consent do have difficult evil difficult
| ! | ' x

nd: si: pPa: mua hudn, pdk® lap ?ia 1lap]
work fear manage annoy not difficult also difficult

“The hard job will become the easy job if you try to start do it.

The easy job will become the hard job if you do not try to start

doit.’

The first word /19 :/ reduplicates with the ninth word.
The second word /s :/ reduplicates with the tenth word. The

sixth word /14r/ reduplicates with the eighth, tenth, fifteenth
and seventeenth words.

3.3.3 Internal Reduplication and External Reduplication
Example

25 /\ﬁ/\ﬁ ’Eﬁi&"

| | I
[ndnp kou né&n papn, huei k(lau hia? phép]
human prosper human help flower prosper beautiful leaf
‘People can prosper because they have someone help.

The flower is beautiful because the leaf is beautiful.’
The first word /nan/ reduplicates with the third word.

The second word /kKou/ reduplicates with the sixth word.

4. Thought, Belief, and Attitude

4.1 Social Structure

Tae’tsiws praise men than women because they think
that male can descend but female cannot. They give the
importance to love and harmony highly because love and
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harmony bring happiness and peace to the family. Parents have
to be the precedence for the children.

Example

260 A MAHARKER

[mok™ ?u: pPép 2iu ti: ndp tsdai kou tdk]
not have friend  which human most alone
‘People who do not have friends are the most lonely.’

27. % T Ak 5 X ¥ B K.

[?ai tsPén kPo: ?i: sai jidk® tsia piap tik® jop ka:]
love can  make weak become  brave
‘Love can change weak person to become the brave man.’

28 XL & X F k)T
F A AL A HET -

[pe: Dbd: si: tsi: nip ti: ?ia tsi:
father mother are son/daughter of example
tsi: nip si: pg: bua ti: kia tsi:]
son/daughter are father mother of mirror
‘Father and mother are the precedence of children.
Children are the mirrors of the parents.’

4.2 Way of life

Tae’tsiws eat rice , vegetable ,and drink tea. They take
herb medicine when they are sick. Gold and Jade are highly
valued in Tae’tsiw society. Tae’tsiw people believe that Jade
will bring them good luck, so they always wear jade
ornaments.



Example
29. K # st b 0 ik B A -
[bi: liap” sui siau, lap kou pa: nap]

rice seed although small ableto full person
‘A little seed of rice can feed human to be full.’

30008 LW m ¥ R E MY R o

[kKhi: ku: tsia ji: kiak’,hia huil sép kim pék”]
utensil and clean tile crock gold jade
Should use the good quality things. It is not necessary to use

high value things. The tile crock may better than gold or jade.

LA F® k4 T #

[lap tsi: hual tPad kim pik® 2ua]
delinquent child return name of chinese herb
‘The delinquent person becomes the valuable person.’

4.3 Characteristics

The diligence, saving, modesty, loyalty, honesty,
bravery, gratefulness, covetousness, goodness, and morality are
the qualification that people should have. The Tae’tsiws
encourage people to set up goals, thereby enabling them to
gain success.

Example

3. A & B — o g .

[nap sim bd: kag tsek” si: kép]
person heart not vigorous one  existence
“You will be poor forever if you do not have the vigorous mind.’

BAK LKL AR KM

[kin sim kPip hin, tud lai ho: 2p]
prudent  diligence  bring come good luck
‘The diligence and prudent bring us the good luck.’
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34. 1 RS e o - A B W ook
[tsi: hop pik® su: khidm ?iédk”,

naturally plow must thrifty

yan khe  tshidk™ mai 1liu 1liap]
banquet correspond customer donot detain  join

‘You must save when pander and must not prolong when you
give a party.’

35. 85 R R R e W A -
REXERHETMA

[kPiam hi: si: jop 2?%: ti: topy sik® phep 2iu o
modesty  be renown of  faithfulness friend

kiau pau si: jop ?%: ti: hwiap ?ak™ ték® jip]

arrogance be renown of vile enemy

‘The modesty is the honest friend of the honor.

The arrogance is the enemy of the honor.’

4.4 Religion and Beliefs

Tae’tsiws believe sins and merits in Buddhism. If they
do good deeds, the merits will protect them and return to them.
In a similar way, if they do anything bad, it will have an impact
on them. Moreover, Tae’tsiw people believe in spirits. They
think that there are spirits in their houses. There are good
spirits helping people and bad spirits probably hurting others.
They also think that luckiness and unluckiness arrive
alternatively. Nevertheless, people should have a hope.

After someone passed away, his relatives will have his
body buried in a grave which is called “huangsui”. The grave
that the Tae’tsiws chose for their ancestors must be good for
their future. The good graves must have the mountain at the
back and the water in front of it. The offering and paying
respect to the ancestors are very important for Tae’tsiw
because they believe that the ancestors will come to disturb and
molest them if they do not make the ancestors satisty.
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Example
36. k ML AN A v oL A K A .

[tal lap puk™ si:, pik" 2u: ?au hok™ ]
big risk not damage not have behind luck
‘Luck will come after a risk go.’

37§14 e i R Kode A o

[tsou tsop sui  ?iap,
ancestors  though far
tsi: si: puk” kPo: plk™ sép]
offerings not  but not  sincere
[tsi: sup sui pd:,
descendants though foolish
kia tsi: puk® KkPo: pak® thak™)
scripture not but not study
‘Although the ancestors’ grave is very far away, the people
have to offer them. Although descendants is stupid, but he has
to study.’

.

4.5 Thought

Tae’tsiws think that although a reality may be very hard
to accept, it is necessary to concede those realities. Tae’tsiws
regard prestige and reputation of themselves and their lineage.
Moreover, they think that reason is another thing which people
should be rely on. They think that everything in this world
relies on the reason. Tae’tsiws always refer animal to compare
with something or some habit that people do, for example; the
eagle as the great person, the sworn as a high, the donkey as
the obstinate person.
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Example
38i§513#ﬁ'1i, Ual':;&‘ié.o
[tau 1i: kap tik™ thop,

doctrine reason tell use convenient
kPad hok™ sim ?ia tPop]

mouth obey heart convenient
‘Listeners extremely accede reasonable speech.’

048 L5 AAFS .

[pa: ti: md: to, tsPup jip si: to:]
ox of feature many stupid person matter many
“The cattle have a lot of features.
The stupid man has a lot of problems.’
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