ANALYSIS OF LOANWORDS IN KHASI

Lili Rabel-Heymann
The University of Calgary

1. Introduction

When I first started working on the phonology
of Khasi it became clear that there were two con-
flicting sound systems at work within the Khasi
word structure., On the one hand the Khasi word
consisted of one and two-syllable words with strict
definable phonotactic rules; on the other hand a wo
had two, three, or four syllables with long vowel
nuclei that seemed to contradict the distribution o
long and short vowel phonemes as the nucleus of the
syllable. I defined Khasi words as consisting of
either one major syllable alone or a minor syllable
followed by a major syllable. Minor syllables have
the structure CV or CS and major syllables (C)CVC

with a long or short syllabic vowel.

It seems that this type of major and minor
syllable structure of Khasi fits well into the over
all Austroasiatic syllable make-up. If, then, a
Khasi word seems to defy this structure it can be
suspected to be of foreign origin. The following
characteristics seem to point to such foreign

origin:

(1) The occurrence of /1/ and /u/ in other
than pre-glottal stop positions, especially in the
first syllable of bisyllabic words; they are not
in complementary distribution with /ie/ and /uo/,



two V+S clusters that could also be called

Ling diphthongs;l
(2 The occurrence of /ay/ or /oy/;

(3) Voiced aspirate initials /bh/, /dh/ and

(4) Syllables ending in /-1/ or /-s/;
(5) Words beginning with /$a-/;

(6) Words of more than two syllables.2

Procedure

I tested every Khasi word contained in Nissor
gh's 1906 Khasi-English Dictionary,3 by going
ough the entire dictionary with two educated
gali speakers, asking them whether each individual
d reminded them of a Bengali word. I then collat-
all words marked Hindi, Bengali or Assamese in
dictionary and added them to my Bengali list.
s list was used to question a Hindi and an

amese speaker.

Naturally, this procedure invites several pit-
ls: some of Nissor Singh's words have become
olete in the last 60 years;4 my informants were
ng college students who did not know the names
old-fashioned tools, of certain religious prac-
es, or of herbs, flowers, and trees; I recorded
sent-day pronunciation while these loans
bably entered Khasi several centuries ago, with
ferent pronunciations. But I succeeded in
embling a good-sized Indo-Aryan (IA) loan-word
entory that should help to facilitate our work
eliminating foreign loans from future comparative

historical work in Austroasiatic.



In his 247-page dictionary Nissor Singh in-
dicates 330 Hindi, 75 Bengali, 9 Assamese, and 31
English loan words, a total of 445 words out of over
7,000 entries. These figures work out to about
6%% foreign loans. His percentage compares to
750 words of Hindi, Bengali, or Assamese origin in
my own file, which would amount to over 10% for
IA alone. If anything, this figure is low because
loans that have been completely "Khasified" and
those of CVC structure defy easy detection; I

know that my list is far from complete.

3. Semantie Categorization of Indo-Aryan Loans
Words borrowed from IA languages usually lie
in one of the following semantic fields: government,
administration, legal procedure, crime and punish-
ment; military terms and weapons; names of pro-
fessions, occupations and their tools; business,
trade and money terms; terms for building con-
struction; names of household furniture, implements,
and jewelry; religion and spirits; food and drugs;
features of the landscape, names of animals, and
a few every-day words. Following are some examples
with sources indicated: A Assamese, B Bengali,

H Hindi.

(1) Government and legal procedure: ka dorbaar
ka sorbaar from A, B dorbar 'council'; pn¥aaj
'arbitration' from B ponlayet 'village court'; ?aaRh
'law, statute' from B ain 'law'; borkndaat 'guard
for prisoners' from A barkandaz 'guard'; dul.r
'document' from A, B dolil 'document'; doskot 'to
sign' from B dostokot 'to sign'; hakim 'judge' from
A, B, H hakim 'judge’.



) Military terms: ?atiar 'weapon' from H
thia:r 'weapon'; dusmon 'enemy' from A dusmon;
yrti 'to enlist' from A bhorti; man ‘cannon' from

. B kaman; daaw 'dagger' from B, A dao.

3) Professions and tools: babordi 'cook' from A,
baburdi; daaptaari 'bookbinder' from A daptari;
ynia 'goldsmith' from A, B bania; dorwaan 'door-
seper' from A, B darwan; dorji 'tailor' from A,

dorji; dubi 'washerman' from A dhubi.

4 ) Business, trade and money: ?ana 'anna' from
, H, A ana; pawa 'l/4 seer' from H pauwa; bandobos
nake arrangements' from A bandobost; paysa '"1/4

1

ina' from H paisa: 'money'; boyna 'pledge money'

rom A boina 'security'.

5) Building construction: basa 'market stall'
rom A basa 'home, house'; yien paki yien dulan
vell-built house' from A paka-paki 'solid house',

1

dala:n 'big house'; kurat 'saw' from A, B korat;

>pja 'hinge' from A, B kobja.

5) Furniture and household implements: <2almari
shelf' from A, B almari 'closet'; palon 'bedstead'

rom B palon 'bed'; dek 'cooking vessel' from B

skéi 'saucepan'; khi 'butterfat' from B, A, H
11 ().
7) Religion and spirits: ?2u bhut 2u sojtaan

2vil spirit' from A, B bhut 'ghost' and B &cetan
levil'; dayni-daykot 'witch' from A, B daini;
irok 'hell' from A, B norok 'hell'; jadu 'charm,
achantment' from B, H, A jadu 'magic'; maya

nystery' from A, B, H maya.

3) Food and drugs: ?aSaar 'chutney' from B, H
Ya(:)r; bhan 'wild hemp' from A, B bhan 'hashish'j;
>?-baynon 'eggplant' from A baigon; dvt 'milk' from



B dud(h).

(9) Features of the landscape: bir 'lake' from
A, B bil; khas 'wasteland' from A khas; ka hima ka

sima 'kingdom' from A hima 'snow', sima 'boundary'.

(10} Animals: ben 'frog' from A ben; haan ‘duck’
from A h3dah; hati 'elephant' from B hati; knda

'rhinoceros' from B gondar.

(11) Every-day words: bha 'good' from A bhal; bhay
'friend' from A, B bhai; jaj 'caste, clan' from A,
B jat.

In the foregoing I have assigned a definite
origin for each Khasi word quoted. Actually, such
assignment is strictly hypothetical, pending full
study of the problem. Beside sound changes in the
three IA languages in question over the past several
centuries, extra-linguistic factors have to be taken
into consideration, such as the cultural history of
the peoples resident in Assam and trading patterns
among the various ethnic groups before specific
sources can be indicated with confidence. 1In
certain cases the provenience of a Khasi loan can
only be assumed by a series of conjectures: Kh
hisa 'share' seems to be from H hissa rather than
A hirda because no rule for loss of r has been
established; Kh ya-kaya 'to quarrel' is more likely
from A kaya than from B kaija, a slang word; Kh
jaka 'place' corresponds to B jégga, H jagah and
A jaga; since IA g regularly becomes Kh k, an A
origin seems the most likely, but loss of final -h
could very well explain a Hindi origin; Kh jharon
'duster' is phonetically identical with B jharon,

while A jaru and H jha:ru: are unlikely origins.

Many words containing oy seem to be from



samese, although not all of them could be verified:
doy 'to swing', patlooy 'brass cooking vessel',

oy 'find fault with'; on the other hand soy 'to

gn your name' is most likely from B Soi which in
rn can be traced back to Persian Sohi, rather

an directly from A sohi. According to my IA in-
rmants many of the B, H, or A words are of Urdu

Persian origin.

Adaptation of Indo-Aryan Loans into the
Language
Most IA words are integrated into Khasi vocabu-
Yy phonologically and morphologically and some
cur in a word class other than that of the donor

nguage.

1. Phonological Adaptation. 1In some cases
e Khasi word is identical with its IA prototype:
a 'marry', bhay 'friend', door 'price', dorbaar
ouncil', dana 'food grain', khejur 'date', khuti
eg, post', hira 'diamond', beyjot 'to dishomnor'.
wever, most IA loanwords have undergone some type
sound change; although it has not been possible
 establish regular and predictable sound changes
1 all cases, the following changes from IA to

lasi can be observed:

1.1. Vowel shortening: KXh ?ut 'camel' from A
» B ut or H fi:t; Kh jaj 'caste, race' from A, B
t or H ja:t; Kh lut 'expenditure' from A, B lut
" H lu:{ 'plunder'. A and B do not distinguish
wel length but vowels in both languages are

nsiderably longer than Khasi short vowels.
1.2, The Khasi vowel is higher than the IA
wel: Kh jvr 'be strong' from A, B jor or H jo:r;

 jubaap 'answer' from B jobab or A jobab; Kh



musla 'spices' from A mosla, B mo$la or H mosali;
Kh luta 'goblet' from B lota, H lofa: or A lota
'metal pitcher'.

4.1.3., In one example the opposite is true: Kh
dorbin 'telescope' from A, B durbin or H du:rbin.

4.1.4. Khasi has rounded back vowels where Hindi
has a, phonetically [s]: Kh dorwaan 'doorkeeper',
doskot 'to sign', dorbaar 'council', dom 'a pull
of smoke', correspond respectively to H darwa:n,
dastkhat, darba:r, dam, A and B darwan, dostokot,
dorbar, dom.

It is in examples like those under 4.1.1 and
4,1.4 that Hindi origin of the Khasi words must be
doubted; in 4.1.1 the Assamese and Bengali words
seem to resemble the Khasi words more than the
corresponding Hindi words with long vowels. In
4,1.4 only Kh dorwaan differs from all three IA

languages.

4,1.5. IA voiceless aspirate stops usually lose
their aspiration: ?at kuda 'to pout' from B
khudha 'hunger'; kukri 'dagger' from B khukri,
japri 'network of bamboo' from B japhri. Since A
has japri, it is possible that this word was

borrowed from A.

4.1.6. Since Khasi has no g, IA g is always re-
placed by its voiceless counterpart: muka 'Assam
silk' from A, B muga; khi 'butterfat' from A, B,

H ghil:]; Inkhason 'bier' from A singhason 'throne';
nokot ‘cash' from A, B nogod; maknha '‘gratis' from

B magna or A maxna; knda 'rhinoceros' from A gonda;
kulaam 'slave' from A, H gula[:]Im.



1.7. Final j is replaced by -t: jhaat 'ship'
om B jahaj; tabit 'amulet' from B tabij.

1.8. B and H ¢ become Khasi s, but B and H &
come Khasi §. This rule is only needed if we

'ree with Nissor Singh and eliminate heavy borrowing
‘om Assamese., I am inclined to attribute many

1asi s-forms to A origin: basa 'stall' from B

$a or A basa; luksan 'suffer loss' from B lok&an
loss' or A loksan 'loss'; maswa 'fisherman' from
mathwa or A maswa; sakhi 'give evidence' from B
kkhi or A sakhi; sisa 'lead' from B $ia 'mirror',
sisa, or H si:sa:; pnfaaj 'arbitration' from A,
panlayat; fapia 'pinch' from B &apia; faap 'seal'

-om B &hap or A sap.

,1.9. Khasi j, an unreleased palatal stop, re-
11ts from various sources: from H and A z in
y)rds of Urdu origin: najir 'wise man' from B,

, A na:zir; ?2ijra '"lease' from H i:zra; from H
inal -d or -t: myaj 'stipulated period' from H
/a:d; pnfaaj 'arbitration' from A, H pandayat;
1] 'clan, kind' from A, B jat 'caste'; dakaaj
nurderer' from A dakait; koj '"to confine' from

koyad, B koyed or H kaid.

,1.10. "Good Khasi" is said to have no labio-
antal spirants and my informants often mentioned
1e objectionable practice of pronouncing phi like
i--yet many times did I record their own fi for
sren (for pharen) pronunciation. I thought at the
ime a preceding interjection £i¢ might produce
artial assimilation in the exclamation $i¥ phi

r I tended to believe my informants that f-pro-
inciation was due to bad English influence. I

ave since learned that my Hindi and Assamese in-



formants pronounce f when their writing prescribes
ph. H and A f-pronunciation is usually rendered by
Khasi ph, though: maphusor 'tour, a mafassil' from

B mopho¥%ol or A mofasal 'travel out of town'; duriap
'to ponder' perhaps from H daria:ft 'to inquire',
?aphim from H afi:m, B 2aphin or A afin. It there-
fore seems that Khasi f-pronunciation for ph is

due to contiguous language contamination.

4,1.11. 1IA laterals often become Khasi r, especially
in word-final position: khiar 'pay attention' from

H khaya:| or B kheal; dulur 'document' from A, B
dolil ;dakhir 'file a case in court' from A, B
dakhil; however, syllable-final -1, not a native fea-
ture of Khasi, has entered the language in some
words: nokol 'copy' from A, B nokol; dakhol 'take
possession' from H dakhal 'occupy'; English has

supplied other words with final -| (see 5.1.6).

4.1.12. 1In one unexplainable case IA -r became
Khasi -1: khilki or khalkl! 'window' from B, H
khirki. It is possible that a H or B dialect has

-| instead of -r.

4.1.13. n and | alternation in Bengali and other
IA dialects is reflected in Kh |ilam 'auction',
corresponding to A, B nilam and H ni:la:m, which
must have been borrowed from another dialect. 1In
luksan 'suffer loss', Khasi agrees with B lok&an

and A loksan rather than H nuksa:n.

4,1.14. 1In some words IA final -r is dropped: B
gondar 'rhinoceros' becomes Khasi knda (see also
4.1.20).

4.1.15. Native Khasi words have no syllable-final
-s, yet many loanwords show -s: kismis 'raisin',

kismot 'fate', dustur 'custom', jinis 'articles',



ris “heir', from (respectively) B kidmi$ or A
smis, A, B kismot, A dostur, B jini& or A jinis,

wari¥ or A waris or H wa:ris (see also 5.1.6).

1.16. TIf we assume H origin we need to state loss

" nasalization in 2.t 'brick', ?vt 'camel' and basli
lute' from H T:t, U:t and b3suri:; B and A show
 nasalized vowels in these words. Whether Kh

in basli derives from H u in b3dsuri: is not certain.
. another instance A 3 seems to be represented by

. nn in konnor 'prince' from A kdor, a very unusual

velopment indeed.

1.17. Sometimes a palatal nasal seems to result
, Khasi from an IA nasalized vowel: Kkhafisi
cissors' from H k3i&i: or B kali; another source
" Kh i is IA | or y adjacent to n: aafi 'law,
atute' from B ain; snfia 'darkness, night' from H

ndhya.

1.18. An IA final consonant is lost: haan 'duck'
-om H hans; bha 'be good' from A bhal or B bhalo;

yjubon 'bracelet' from H ba:ju:band.

1.19. An IA syllable is lost: finally in dek
:ooking vessel' from H dekdi or A deksi; initially
1 kil 'pleader' from B ukil, H waki:l or A voki
Lawyer'; staat 'be wise' from B ostad, H usta:d

- A ostad; %u 'just, only'5 from B $udhu; medially,
>skot 'to sign' probably from B dostokot; kublot
1greement’ perhaps from H kabu:liyat; bela 'violin'

com A behela.

,1.20. A feature of complete assimilation to Khasi
>rd structure is displayed by the creation of a
lnor syllable: tnka 'money' from B taka or A

>ka; mnja 'kite thread' from B manja; snduk 'box'

rom H, A sandu:k; Inka 'Ceylon' from B, A lonka;



Inkor 'plough' from B lanpgo!l. At times a word of
such structure lives side by side with its non-
assimilated original as in bmman and beyman 'un-

trustworthy' from B, H beiman 'traitor'.

4.1.21. Khasi word stress, always falling on the
last syllable, seems to correspond to A and B stress;
non-final word stress in H loans is always shifted

to the ultima.
4.2, Morphological Adaptation

4.2.1. Since morphological processes in Khasi are
almost non-existent, IA loans do not affect Khasi
morphology directly, but rather shed light on a
certain type of compound X+Y which is traditionally
referred to as "imitative" but which I have called
a "redundant expression".6 Without exception my
informants were unable to identify the meaning of
constituent Y unless Y also occurred by itself.

The study of IA loanwords has now cleared up this
mystery: often both X and Y are of IA origin, as
in ?2u dum ?2u maswa 'fisherman', in which both dum
and maswa mean 'fisherman' in Bengali. Likewise,
khawaay dawaay 'to feast' is pure Assamese, and

ka hima ka sima 'kingdom, state' either Hindi or
Assamese (A hi:ma 'snow', H si:ma 'boundary').

Many times X is pure Khasi and Y is Bengali or
Assamese: ?0n non ?2o0n ni 'go and carry a load for
hire', ka don ka kuna ‘'cormner'. Bengali apparently
has countless redundant formations, usually related
through reduplication of form and meaning alike;
even the intonation and stress pattern is like that
of Khasi.

4,2.2. Another discovery I have made is that of

false etymology due to misinterpretation of an IA



yrd. A guava fruit is called so?-priam in Khasi

1 which so? is the Khasi word for 'fruit', but its
igin is B sobriam 'guava fruit', which was mis-
ikenly divided. Many other Khasi fruits owe their
yparent so? beginning to an IA word beginning with
>-, so-, or $u-: so?-pari ‘'dried betelnut' from
gdupari or A supari; so?-phl 'small sour fruit'
robably from B sopheda.

2.3, Sometimes the first syllable is wrongly in-
»rpreted as a Khasi article:7 Khasi ka tup ka man
:annon' from B, A kaman 'cannon' and A tup 'cannon'.
c is possible that Khasi sa?-ti 'ring' was in-
lLuenced by B anti 'ring', and was then wrongly
ssociated with [k]Jti ‘finger'. But this is only a

1iggestion.

2.4, A third discovery made is that of un-
1itentional redundancy: Khasi ?aay 'give' + sakhi
>vidence' from B sakkhi 'give evidence'; Kh so?-
am,rphor 'fabulous fruit' where -phor is from A,
phol 'fruit'.8

.3 Meaning and Gender

.3.1. In general Khasi loanwords retain the mean-
1g they had in the donor language. It often happens
1at an IA loanword assumes the same phonological

nape as an already existing native Khasi word so that
2nuine homophones come into being: saar (1) 'to
7eep', (2) 'a Kashmiri stole' from B, H %al or A sal;
rut (1) 'to seize with teeth', (2) 'cigar' from B
urut; %uti (1) 'underhand work', (2) 'a holiday' from
&huti; srwa (1) 'be wasteful', (2) 'soup' from B
urua; thaat-baat (1) 'exposed flat country', (2) 'to
cold' from H tha:t-ba:t '"to talk'; kwar (1) 'fish-

rap', (2) 'milkman' from A gwar.
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4.3.2. Sometimes two IA words of different shape
and different meaning coalesce in Khasi in a set of
homophones: H ga:ri: 'carriage' and H ka:li:
'g¢oddess' both become Kh kali; H ha:l 'condition' and
H ha:r or A har 'pair' become Kh haar. The latter
has two further meanings for which I found no ety-

mologies.

4.3.3. Khasi does not seem to borrow the grammati-
cal gender from either Hindi or Assamese loans and no
rules can be set up for transfer or non-transfer of

gender into Khasi.

4.4, Word Classes. Loanwords comprise mostly
nouns, adjectives, and verbs. In Khasi, nouns often
function as verbs and vice versa so that it is

difficult to draw a strict line between the two.

Some Khasi verbs are derived from IA verb forms
other than the infinitive: phu? 'to blossom' prob-
ably from B phute 'to have blossomed', rakhe 'to
observe' from A rakhe 'kept'; soy 'to sign' from B
01 'he signs', and Suf 'to touch' from H chu:na:
'he touches'. Since Khasi has no adjectives IA
adjectives become Khasi verbs. 1In a few cases I
found a Khasi adverb derived from an IA noun or
verb: bak-bak 'heedlessly' from IA bok-bok 'loud
and senseless talk'; bmman 'untrustworthily' from B,
A 'untrustworthy'; bidesi 'to a foreign land' from
B, H '"foreigner'; junom 'eternally' from H, A 'birth,
life'.

5. Loanwords from Other Languages

5.1. English. English has provided 45 ascertain-
able loans, most of which entered via Bengali, Hindi,
or Assamese; their "Khasification" was brought about

by the following processes:



l.1. Elimination of final clusters: ben 'bench',

ten 'lantern';

1.2. Substitution of final -s by -t: klat 'glass';
1.3. Metathesis: kirkit or krkit 'cricket';

1.4. Palatalization: slej 'slate';

1.5. Consistent transposition of stress to the final
llable.

1.6. Several recent loans have resisted the trend
ward phonological adaptation and have retained final
and -s: bol 'ball', ?anel 'angel', spel 'spell',
as 'class', notis 'notice', kartus 'cartridge', and
span 'saucepan'. This trend may have been helped by

tention of the same syllable-finals in IA loanwords.

2. Romance Languages. Padri 'priest, missionary’,

d sabon ‘soap', although considered standard Assamese
d Hindi words, probably came from Portuguese, and

mra may have entered India via Moslem adaptation of
alian nautical terms (Kahane 1958); $imi 'shirt'

st ultimately be from French chemise-

3. Arabice. Nissor Singh indicates two Arabic loans
nti 'ear pendant' and narat 'to object', to which I
uld add four more, which probably entered Khasi
rough Hindi-Urdu: kabaap 'roasted meat', kismot

ate', kuran 'Koran', and patfa 'emperor'.

List of Loanworde in Khasi

The spelling of Khasi words is phonemic; however,
is slightly at variance with the spelling in my
rlier publications: earlier /ii/ and /uu/ are now
itten /i/ and /u/ while earlier /i/ and /u/ are now
itten /u/ and /v/. There are two reasons for this

ange: (1) double vowels indicate double length



/ee, oo, aa/, while old /ii/ and /uu/ in borrowed
words are only 1-1/2 times as long as short vowels;
(2) in order to point up.similarities and dissimilar-
ities in the borrowed words the transcriptions shoulc

resemble each other as much as possible.

For the transcriptions of Bengali and Hindi worc
I am deeply indebted to two Indian linguists: Dr.
Afia Dil of California State University, San Diego,
and Dr. Yamuna Kachru of the University of Illinois,
Urbana. Unfortunately, I could not find equally
competent assistance for correcting my Assamese
transcriptions which were taken down impressionisti-
cally from the informant. Debi Prassana Pattanayak':
work included some of the words in my lists and I let
his Assamese writing influence me to some extent.9
However, his, Dr. Dil's and Dr. Kachru's transcrip-

tions are sometimes at variance.

English glosses in the far right column give
meanings of IA words, which often differ from the

meanings for Khasi words.

Blanks in the IA columns mean that my informant:
were unable to provide the desired information but
that the phonotactic shape of the Khasi word clearly
points to being an IA loan. In the Hindi column [U]
means the word is Urdu. [Pers.] means the word is o:

Persian origin.

This list makes no claim to completeness; many
loans go undetected because of IA CVC structure or

their complete "Khasification".

Khasi is alphabetized according to the traditio
of the Latin alphabet, with ? preceding a, and aspi-
rates following their non-aspirate counterparts.

(The Khasis themselves follow this system with two



tceptions: k takes the place of the letter c and

spirates are not considered separate phonemes.)
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6.2. English Loanwords in Khast

This list incorporates loans which entered
31 directly as well as through one of the Indo-
an languages. It does not include the most recent
lish words which can be found in Khasi newspapers
their original English spelling.

2anel angel lat Lord
jret English let lead pencil
bund Inten lantern
bench Inklat longcloth
beam lukiar "look here" [44th
Gurkha Regiment]
kit biscuit majistor magistrate
ball mem madame
am button mukj.n magazine
?) dam noot nought, zero
samin examina- nottis notice
tion
e | Gospel patlun pantaloon
andi brandy plastor plaster
r jumper plej porcelain plate
i jockey pul it police
cork rel railway
tan captain saay-wul wool
>t garrison sle] slate
tvs cartridge spel spell
5 class suspon saucepan
t glass tawlia towel
vt cricket trphun turpentine
Swan coachman waf wine
1t cornice

am go-down



6.3. Loanwords in Khasi from Other Languages

(by way of Indo-Aryan)

Romance Languages

kamra room [from Italian]
padri priest, missionary [from
Portuguese]

sabon soap [from Portuguese]

Eimi shirt [from French]
Arabic/Persian

kabaap roasted meat

kismot fate

kuran Koran

pat¥a emperor

1The writing of two Khasi vowels has been
changed: /i/ and /u/ were formerly written /ii/
and /uu/ respectively, while /./ and /v/ were for-
merly written /i/ and /u/. See also Sec. 6, first
paragraph.

2The only trisyllabic native Khasi words, all
beginning with /mn+hn/ 'past time', are probably
remnants of earlier compounds.

3U Nissor Singh, Khasi-English diétionary,
Shillong, 1906.

4Three new dictionaries (two English-Khasi, one
Khasi-Khasi) were published in the last few years,
but none of them reaches the quality of Nissor Singl

5’I‘his is the only example from the "auxiliary"
word class; it precedes pre-verbs which, in turn,
precede primary verbs. See Rabel, Lili, Khas<,
a language of Assam, Louisiana State University
Press, 1961,

6The constituents of Redundants are here
symbolized by X and Y rather than by A and B be-
cause these letters have been used to abbreviate
Assamese and Bengali. See Rabel, Lili, "Redundant
expressions in Khasi", Studies in Indian linguistic:
Poona, 1968.



"The term "article" designates a gender-number

licator which precedes every Khasi noun and verb
ingular ka 'female', ?2u 'male', plural ki, dimin-
-ive ?1).

8These examples are similar to the name of a

>up of lakes in western Minnesota, "Mille Lacs
ces".

9Pattanayak, Debi Prasanna, A controlled his-
ical reconstruction of Criya, Assamese, Bengalfi
1 Hindi, Mouton, The Hague, 1966.



