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I. INTRODUCTION
1. HISTORICAL AND GEOGRAPHICAL BACKGROUND

The name “Rawang”! is a general term which refers to a body of people
who speak approximately 70 dialects (probably some could be called closely
related languages) and live in upper Kachin State, Myanmar (Burma).
Formerly, the Rawangs were referred to as the Nung, Kanung, Hkenung, or
Ganung by other tribes. The problem of nomenclature was discussed by
Robert H. Morse (1962:15, 28) in his “Hierarchical levels of Rawang
phonology”. He finally arrived at the name “Ganung-Rawang” for the people
and “Rawang” for the language. However, the term “Rawang” is understood
by the Rawangs as referring both to them and to their language, and it has
since been officially adopted.

Robert and Betty Morse (1966:200) divided the Rawang people into five

branches by general names which tended to differentiate the proups oh the
basis of culture and social structure: Ganung, Rawang, Longmi, Nung and
Tangsar. Stephen A. Morse (1989:239) made the same five-branch
distinction but with some changes in the branch names: Daru-Jerwang
(Ganung or Gangng), Matwang (Rawang), Lungmi, Anung (Nung), and
Tangsar. This is only a general grouping and each major group comprises
several subgroups. For instance, the Daru-Jerwang branch includes smaller
subgroups such as Malang, Zewang (Jerwang), Tashg, Dazgwang,
Talawang, Taluq, Akgpay, Anampiy, Tarung (Drung/Dulong), etc.
(Maniq 1992).

Robert and Betty Morse described the Rawang homeland in the following
way:

) This paper was originally presented to the Linguistics Department of Payap University in
Chiangmai, Thailand in 1995 as a master’s thesis. In this version, a few minor changes have
been made.

Bold typeface is used to highlight Rawang names which appear for the first time in the
text.
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Their hereditary homeland includes all that combination of high
mountains and low tropical jungle valleys just south of the Eastern
Himalayas, which is bounded by the Kaolikung Range to the east
and the Patkoi-Mishmi Range to the west (1966:195).

This area includes Putao, NogMung, Khawbude, Machanbaw, and
Sumbrabum townships of Kachin State. Besides this area, many Rawangs are
found also in Myitkyina, Kamaing, and Sawlaw townships of Kachin State.

In addition, Robert Morse (1965:38 footnotes) mentioned that the
Rawangs are found also in the adjoining areas of the Nu (Salween) River
Valley in Yunnan, China. The Rawangs in China are identified as the Drung
(also as Dulong or Trung), a sub-group of the Daru-Jerwang branch, and Nu
(also as Anung or Anu) nationalities. It is reported that the Drungs are living
in the Drung river valley in Gongshan County, while the Nus live in
Gongshan, Fugong, Bijiang, Lanping and Weixi counties in the Nu River
valley (Shen and Lu 1989). Betty M. Morse (1975:33) has reported that a
Rawang dialect speaking people, probably known only as Mishmis, are found
in the adjoining areas of India. Theraphan (1985:6) listed the Rawang
language among the minority languages of Thailand and mentioned that a few
Rawangs are living in the Chiangmai and Chiangrai provinces of Thailand.

The total Rawang population is not yet known due to the lack of a
thorough census. Robert H. Morse (1962:12) estimated that the number did
not exceed 60,000. This figure still seems to hold true for the Rawang
population in Myanmar. According to a former township government officer
of Putao, the total in Myanmar is estimated to be 55,000 people. In China,
the Drung population is estimated to be 4,680, and the Nu population 23,000
(Shen and Lu 1989). Thus, the entire tribe would number over 80,000 people.

Great snow-covered mountains, mountainous subtropical jungles, and
dense rainfall have kept the Rawangs in almost total isolation, not only from
other tribes, but even from their relatives in adjoining valleys (Robert Morse
1962:21). Nowadays, irregular flights between Putao and Myitkyina, the
capital of Kachin State, are the only means by which the Rawangs can reach
the people outside their isolated terrain. The Rawangs are bounded on the east
by the Lisu and Naxi, on the southeast by the Maru and Lashi, on the south by
the Jinghpaw, on the southwest by the Khamti Shan, on the west by the
Mishmi (known as Manloq by Rawangs), and on the north by the Tibetans
(Stephen A. Morse 1989:238).

The Rawangs are gentle, peace-loving (Betty Morse 1975:28) and law-
abiding people (Barnard 1934:117). They are traditionally swidden farmers.
Many still use the slash and burn form of agriculture. The Rawangs in the low
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valleys cultivate irrigated farms, which are relatively small. They grow rice as
their main crop; citrus fruit, vegetables, and other crops are also grown.

Rawangs name their children according to birth order, using different
names for male and female. The terms and their pronunciations differ from
clan to clan or from family to family. The following is an example of the
names.

Birth Order Male Female

First Pung Nang

Second Dg, Tin Nen, Nyen, Ney
Third Ken, Kwen, or Jong Chang, Hko
Fourth S¢n, Ko, D6 Ngn, Tsin, Ti
Fifth Zeng, Min, Ngn Kur

Sixth Pi or Guq Gin, Gong
Seventh Yung, Kaq Tam

Last Yin, Tinaq Yin, Tinaq

Table 1. Rawang names according to birth order.

The Rawang kinship system seems originally to have been, in Schusky’s
term, of the Iroquois type, in which cross cousins are referred to by the same
term (Schusky 1972). Though the northern Rawang groups do have the
Iroquois system, the middle and southern Rawang kinship systems exhibit
some characteristics of the Omaha type. This might be a result of the
influence of the Jinghpaws whose kinship system is of the Omaha type, and
who are located just to the south of the Rawangs. The Rawang kinship
relationship is based on patrilineal descent. Their social structure units are
family, clan and affinal kin groups. Rawang marriage is exogamous. The
giving of the bride goes in one direction only, i.e., if clan A takes brides from
clan B, then clan B cannot take brides from clan A. Exchanging brides
between two clans is prohibited. The Rawang people practice monogamy and
marriages last throughout their lifetimes.

Rawangs used to be animists but almost all the Rawangs in Myanmar
today are Christians. In Rawang mythology, there are several Pangs (spirits).
Above these is Gamgpe, the Creator. Barnard (1934:114) wrote that there is
no account of hell or heaven, but there is a flood story involving a pair of
humans being saved. But according to my language helper, Rawangs
traditionally believed that when a person dies, he goes, according to the
Creator’s will, either to a place where the evil spirits can torture him or to the
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Creator’s place where he can have peace. All people who die accidentally are
believed to be tortured by the evil spirits. When a young child dies, the
Rawangs believe that the Creator has taken the child back to his residence.
The Creator propitiation ceremony includes a traditional dance called Azglam,
in which many people may participate. The shaman and his assistants lead the
dance and the host family, their clan members, their relatives, and other guests
follow after, dancing around the altar poles. Later, a bovine which is tied to
the poles is speared as a sacrifice.

Being animists, the Rawangs handed down their myths as well as tribal
history and migration accounts through a very strict oral literature, called
Mangrong, a kind of chant or ballad (Morse and Morse 1966:202-203). Such
speech forms, whether shaman chants or ballads, contain a more accurate
chronology of tribal history and migration than the usual history and
genealogies handed down by ordinary speech forms. The contents are set in
rigid and unchangeable sequence, exact correctness being of utmost
importance, so that later generations cannot change the facts. Otherwise
disaster might result from the spirits losing the way. Extracted from such
accounts, Rawang history starts with stories and legends of creation and a
flood. The patriarchs of the Rawangs descended from the high mountain
Sangban-kwinzu Song ‘people migrating projection peak’. The places
where they settled were chronologically as follows: Tongzgng Adam ‘alkali
flats’, Shazéng Adam ‘animal multiplying plain’, Sangzéng Adam ‘people
multiplying plain’, Sangwal Adam ‘race dividing plain’, Méngkgm-wayang
‘united ingathering plain,” Anam Adam ‘sun flats’, and Showa Adam ‘in-
common flat’. From this point on there seem to be a few differences in the
accounts of the different branches. But there follows an account which tells of
a salt source where the salt is taken up as coarse sand.

A tentative identification of these locations are given by Betty Morse
(1975):

... it does seem that certain areas of northern Tibet and inner Asia fit
the description of places mentioned in the chants. We find alkali
licks and watered marshy areas on maps of this area. There are vast
animal grazing grasslands ... and it is now known that the centres of
ancient peoples ... are located in Northeast Tibet and Northwest
China.

Her hypothesis suggests that the origin of the Rawangs might be from
Western Tibet. This still needs confirmation, however.

Then accounts of three rivers are found. They are Timashewang ‘Red
water river’ (Salween), Tinaqwang ‘Black water river’ (Mekong), and
Timongwang ‘White water river’ (Yangtze). Rawangs claim that they are the
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middle river migrants. Two of these rivers were passed but not the third, the
Yangtze. Then through the high mountain passes, they migrated into the
uninhabited land in northern Myanmar. The names of the mountain passes
and the villages, where Rawang pronunciations are partially retained, are some
evidence of their migration (see Morse and Morse 1966:204).

Among the migrants, according to my language helpers, were the
ancestors of the Wadamkong clan, part of the Matwang branch. They settled
down on Hol Adam, on Tgngzgng Adam ‘All-settled flat’, and then on Zilon
Adam ‘Zilon’s flat’. It was from the Zilon Adam period that this clan called
itself Wadamkong. Then they migrated on and settled on Yoraqgang, Zaki
Adam, and Cholo Adam, which are in the Mekong and Salween valleys.
Then some of them passed the Punggagap pass and settled down on
Waqdam Tung in the N’Mai valley (called Rameti by Rawangs) in
Myanmar. From there many of them migrated in different directions, and
some reached the Putao plain (also called Ggmdi by Rawangs), but most of
them returned back to the east later. However, it is said that one family
(Wadamhkong Pung’s family) migrated into Bongngn land (probably North
Assam) in the west. From the Waqgdam Tung, several subclans of the
Wadamhkong clan began to adopt their own names. The Sinwal clan, the clan
of this author’s language helpers, is one of them.

2. THE LANGUAGE AND ITS AFFILIATION

The dialect which this paper studies is the dialect that most of the Sinwal
clan people speak. It is the writer’s mother tongue dialect. This dialect is
known as the Wadamhkong dialect by the Rawangs, but, according to the
writer’s language helper, it is slightly different from the pure Wadamhkong
dialect. Thus the term Sinwal is temporarily assigned to refer to this dialect.
The Sinwal dialect belongs to the Matwang branch and is very close to the
Rawang dialect, the lingua franca of the Rawangs.

Grierson and Konow, who first classified the Tibeto-Burman languages,
were unaware of the Rawang language. Barnard (1934:x) suggested that the
Nung (Rawang) language belongs to the Tibeto-Burman family and placed it
under the Hsifan group. He also recognized the existence of many dialects of
Nung and referred to “Rawang” as one of them. Shafer (1955) lists Rawang
as a language of the Nungish section of the Burmic division of the Tibeto-
Burman family. Nishida (1970) grouped “Nung” under Kachinic alongside
Chinghpaw. Benedict (1972) listed “Nung” as a Nungish language under
Burmese-Lolo. Voegelin and Voegelin (1977) differentiated between the
Nung and Rawang, and listed them under the Kachin branch of the Bodo-
Naga-Kachin subgroup of Tibeto-Burman (Hale 1982). Thurgood (1984), as
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quoted by Stephen Morse (1989:238), suggested “Rung” as a major new
Tibeto-Burman subgroup, including the Nungish languages (Trung, Rawang
and Taruang) alongside the Gyarung dialects and the Qiangic languages. A
similar classification to that of Thurgood is made also by DeLancey (1987).
This last classification, in regard to the Rawang language, is an intriguing one,
but scholars have not yet made a final decision where to place the Rawang
language in the classification of the Tibeto-Burman languages.2

Although Rawangs are referred to as a single tribe with five branches, they
actually comprise many small groups each with their own dialect. There are
even dialects which are mutually unintelligible. Although the writer is a
native Rawang speaker who speaks several dialects, there are still many
dialects which are unintelligible to him. When Rawangs talk together, usually
the individual speaker uses his own dialect and he switches to another dialect
only when the listener does not understand. Rawang dialects vary according
to geographical location and clan. For example, Raza is a regional dialect,
and Sarep is a clan dialect. According to Robert Morse (1962:25), a partial
count exceeds 70 dialects, suggesting up to a hundred dialects in total.
According to the writer’s calculations, the level of lexical cognates between
some dialects ranges from 55% to 90%. Levels of lexical cognates for some
other Tibeto-Burman languages are: 12.50% for Tsangla,? 16.82% for
Jinghpaw, and 14.47% for Colloquial Burmese.

Up until the British rule, the Rawangs ordinarily lived in small villages,
and large villages were rare (Barnard 1934:117). At the present time,
however, larger villages are emerging, with the result that speakers of
individual dialects have more exposure to other dialects or languages. Due to
the influence of the Burmese language as the official language and the
medium of education, the promotion of the Rdwang dialect as lingua franca
among the Rawangs, and great intercourse between different dialects and
other languages such as Dureng (Jinghpaw) and Lisu, many language changes
are occurring rapidly among the Rawangs. Some dialects are facing the
danger of extinction due to merging, assimilation or absorption. For example,
the young generation today no longer speak the Gongrg (Gonglu) dialect. In
some places, new dialects are emerging due to dialect merger. For example,
young people in Nam Kham village of Machanbaw Township, a village with
over ten dialects spoken, have begun to speak a distinct dialect in which most
of the dialects spoken in the village are mixed.

2 The view adopted by the STEDT project is that Rawang belongs to the Nungish branch of
Jingpho-Nungish-Luish. [Ed.]
3 This is based on the Tsangla wordlist by Erik Andvik (1993).
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The present orthography of Rawang, which uses the Roman script, was
established by Robert Morse who was a Christian missionary to the Lisu and
Rawang peoples. He initiated the translation of the Bible into the R4wang
dialect of the Matwang branch.

3. OBJECTIVES AND SCOPE OF THE RESEARCH

In order to accomplish an appropriate amount of research in a certain
period of time, my research objectives and scope have been set as follows.

The objectives of this research are: (a) to describe the structures of verbs
and nouns; (b) to examine the functions of morphemes within morphological
structures; (c) to examine the allomorphs; (d) to describe the morphophonemic
rules; and (e) to relate the findings to problems of translation.

The scope of this study is restricted as follows.

a) This research studies only the Sinwal dialect of the Rawang language.

b) Though the Rawangs do not have a written form of speech, they do
have a form of speech used in traditional chants. The speech form used in
these chants is excluded from this study, because it uses ancient words which
are complicated and difficult to understand. Thus the language studied is of
the current spoken form.

¢) Since this is a morphological study, only word formations are dealt
with. In cases where word formations are relevant to the syntactic level, the
relevant features are discussed if they are directly relevant to morpheme
contrasts or to the functions of a morpheme.

d) Though there are several word classes which undergo word formation
processes, only verbs and nouns are studied because of their complexity and
the writer’s limited time.

4. SOURCE OF DATA AND METHODOLOGY

Since the writer speaks the Sinwal dialect, much of the data comes from
the writer himself. For checking whether this introspectional data is generally
valid for this dialect, two language helpers, one man and one woman, were
chosen for this study. They speak the Sinwal dialect as their mother tongue,
and have contributed valuable data to this study.

Generally, the theoretical stance of this analysis is an eclectic one.
Sometimes, though, a modified form of the tagmemic model is applied in
certain places. For example, the descriptions will use some tagmemic
terminology such as tagmeme, slot, filler, etc.

This study assumes that a unit of language is composed of different
constituent parts which occur in a certain order. In other words, the structure
of a language unit consists of several slots filled by certain smaller units, i.e.



100 Hpung Sarep

slot fillers. In the structure certain slots may be obligatory and others,
optional. Thus, a structure may have a’'minimal possible form and a maximal
form. The difference in the occurrence of slot fillers results from different co-
occurrence restrictions on the slots or on the slot-fillers within or outside the
structure.

Since morphology is the study of the structure of words, a comment on the
definition of a “word” is relevant. Though there is no non-arbitrary way of
defining a “word” in Rawang, this research assumes that some definitions
given by scholars such as Healey (1988), Pike and Pike (1982), and Matthews
(1974) are plausible. However, “a minimum free form”, the definition given
by Bloomfield (1933:178), is considered as the basic idea of what ‘a word’ is.
In most cases, this research assumes that a word is the smallest unit of
language which can convey an idea, which can stand alone, which can be
assigned to a specific word class and which may have a number of
grammatical functions. In other words, the working element is, in Matthews’
sense, a grammatical word (see Matthews 1974:32ff).

A morpheme is the smallest meaningful stretch of speech. A word may be
composed of a single morpheme or several morphemes. In polymorphemic
words, the boundaries between morphemes can be clear-cut or obscure. In
Rawang words, the morpheme boundaries are mostly clear-cut.

A morpheme in a polymorphemic word may be realized as one of several
variants, or allomorphs, according to certain conditioning factors. The
conditioning factors can be morphological, phonological, both morpho]oglcal
and phonological, or grammatical.

Kinds of morphemes can be distinguished according to several different
criteria. Distribution is a criterion which distinguishes morphemes as bound
vs. free, root vs. non-root, stems vs. affixes, nuclear vs. peripheral, mutually
exclusive vs. mutually obligatory, obligatory vs. optional, closing vs. non-
closing, etc. Affixes can be further categorized as prefixes, suffixes, infixes,
suprafixes or simulfixes. Other kinds of morphemes are zero morphemes,
portmanteau morphs and discontinuous morphemes.

Morphological processes can be roughly classified as addition,
replacement, subtraction or suppletion (Nida 1949, Elson and Pickett 1976).
Addition can be further divided into affixation, reduplication, and
compounding. Affixation can be either inflectional or derivational.
Reduplication may be either partial or total reduplication. Reduplication is
not observed in Rawang verb and noun morphology, but is a significant
process of adverbialization in Rawang. Compounding can take place between
various combinations of cores of the same or different word classes.
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When two morphemes come together, phonological changes may occur.
The most common are changes like assimilation, dissimilation, weakening,
palatalization, nasalization, tone perturbation, reduction, addition, vowel
lengthening, fusion, and metathesis.

In this research, a couple of texts were elicited first. Then verbs and nouns
found in the texts were sorted separately and their structures were studied.

The prominent morphological processes in Rawang verb formation are
compounding, derivation, and inflection. Noun formation processes are
compounding and derivation. Allomorphs and their conditioning factors are
discussed as appropriate. Subtraction, replacement, and suppletion processes
have not been observed for Rawang.

5. PHONOLOGY SUMMARY
5.1. The phonology of the Sinwal dialect of Rawang

The Sinwal dialect is rather closely related to the Matwang dialect, of
which Robert Morse (1962) made a phonological study. The phonology of the
Sinwal dialect, according to the writer’s analysis thus far, exhibits several
differences from that of the Matwang dialect. The phonology of the Sinwal
dialect is summarized below.

alveo-
bilabial alveolar palatal velar glottal

stops asp ph th kh
unasp b d g ?
affricates  asp tsh tfh
unasp dz
fricatives  vless s I h
voiced z
nasals m n n 1
lateral 1
vibrant s
approximant w J

Table 2. Consonant phonemes of the Sinwal dialect.

Robert H. Morse (1962) listed twenty consonants as exhibiting phonemic
contrast in the Matwang dialect. Stephen A. Morse (1989) listed twenty-two
consonant phonemes in some Rawang dialects (Jerwang, Mvbgq, Tsangnai,
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Kodugq, and Matwang) he had studied. The Sinwal dialect also has the same
twenty-two consonant phonemes, as shown above.

Of these consonants, /ts/ and /p/ were not listed by Robert Morse because
they do not occur in the Matwang dialect. Of the stops he wrote:

The stops /p, t, k/ exhibit voiceless released aspirate and voiceless
unreleased allophones which are in complementary distribution. The
voiceless aspirate allophones [ph, th, kh] occur only initially, and the
voiceless unreleased allophones [p, t", k'] occur syllable finally.
Glottal stop occurs finally with only a fortis unreleased stop
allophone. (Robert Morse 1962:76)

In the Sinwal dialect, the nasal plus glottal stop clusters [m?, n?, 1?] in
syllable final position are considered to be as allophones of /ph, th, kb/, The
Rawang language distinguishes between aspirated and unaspirated stops, but
not between voiced and voiceless stops.

Both Robert H. Morse (1962) and Stephen A. Morse (1989) listed seven
Rawang vowel phonemes. As opposed to the seven vowels they listed, the
Sinwal dialect has eight: two front vowels, four central vowels, and two back
vowels. See Table 3:

front central back
unrounded  unrounded rounded
high i i u
mid high 9
mid low € e 2
low a

Table 3. Vowel phonemes of the Sinwal dialect.

The fact that the Sinwal dialect has four central vowel phonemes raises a
question concerning the symmetry of the phonemic inventory. Though
minimal pairs which demonstrate phonemic contrasts among the four central
vowels have been found, the writer admits that a more detailed study is
needed to confirm this. An example where the contrasts among all the central
vowels are demonstrated is shown below:

(1) ding ‘large, big’

(2) ding ‘last (v)’

(3) deng ‘nest’

(4) dang ‘put (smth) against (smth)’
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The central mid open vowel /e/, (for which Robert Morse used the symbol
/a/) and the central mid close vowel /o/ (which Robert Morse considered as an
allophone of /1/) contrast only when they occur before final consonants. The
vowel /e/ is relatively shorter than the other vowels. The front mid open
vowel /e/ and the back mid open vowel /5/ occur only as the nucleus of open
syllables. The front mid close vowel /e/, an allophone of /e/, and the back mid
close vowel /o/, an allophone of /s/, occur before syllable-final consonants
except glottal stop /7/.

Concerning vowel length, Robert Morse rejected both an analysis which
includes pairs of long and short vowel phonemes and an analysis in which
phonetically long vowels are treated as clusters of identical short vowels.
Instead he proposed an analysis that includes short vowels and an additional
phoneme of length, written as /:/. He said that this phoneme occurs in
combination with all seven vowels preceding syllable-final consonants except
for /w/ and /j/. Length is also predictable for the vowel of a closed syllable
preceding a final /i/ (Robert H. Morse 1962:79-80). In addition, vowel length
seems also to occur with the vowel of a closed syllable preceding a final /o/
and /a/. In the Sinwal dialect, lengthening of the vowel /e/ does not occur;
instead the lengthening shifts to the next element, the syllable-final element.

In Rawang, a syllable usually occurs as a minimal word unit or as a
component element in polysyllabic words. The minimal syllable consists of a
nucleus plus a toneme. The maximal syllable exhibits a toneme plus an onset,
a nucleus, and a coda. Only vowels occur in the nucleus. If there is a
sequence of vowels, in which each vowel has a different tone, then each
vowel-tone combination is interpreted as a syllable (Robert Morse 1962:62).
The second component of a sequence of two vowels (diphthongs) are
interpreted as consonants, when no obligatory toneme occurs on it. For
example, [i] or [u] as in [ai, au, oi], are interpreted as /j/ and /w/ since there is
no tone on the second vowel. Similar to what Robert Morse observed in the
Matwang dialect, no syllabic consonants occur in the syllable nucleus in the
Sinwal dialect. In syllable initial and final positions, consonant clusters with
at most two components can occur. In syllable initial position, consonant
clusters /kbr, br, hw, kbw/ and /nw/ are found. /kbr/, and /br/ are observed
mostly in loan words. /n/ and /j/ occur as the first components of syllable-
final consonant clusters.

At morpheme boundaries, all syllable final unreleased stops are released as
nasals at the same point of articulation when they are followed by vowels.

Robert Morse (1962:71) posited four tonemes in the Matwang dialect,
involving three pitch-registers. The Sinwal dialect also has four tonemes, but
they are different from those of the Matwang dialect. If the highest pitch level
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in the tones is marked with the tone number [5], the middle level pitch with
[3], and the lowest level pitch with [1], the tonemes of the Sinwal dialect are
as follows:

tone 1. [55] high level tone

tone 2. [33] mid level tone

tone 3. [41] high-low sharp falling tone
tone 4. [00] neutral, non-contrastive tone

Out of the four tonemes, tone 3, the high-low sharp falling contour tone, is
different from the corresponding tone of the Matwang dialect, the low tone.
In fact, low level tone does occur in Sinwal, but only as an allophone of tone 3
(falling tone) in free variation with the high-low contour.

Tone 4 occurs in syllables with a stop coda and in open syllables with the
phoneme /e/. Usually, tone 4 is represented by mid level tone, but
occasionally it can be represented by either high tone or low tone.

5.2. The orthography

This study does not use the IPA characters as its orthography. For typing
convenience, some phonemes are written with symbols that diverge from their
phonetic realizations For example, /ph, th, kb/ are written as /p, t, k/. Our
orthography is presented in Table 4.

The tones are represented over the vowels as follows:
tone 1. [55] high level /*/ as in /d/

tone 2. [33] mid level / =/ as in /a/

tone 3. [41] high-low falling /°/ as in /3/

tone 4. [00] neutral tone is not indicated in the orthography

Vowel length is marked by the colon /:/.
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phoneme orthography phoneme orthography
/pt/ = P Iy = ny
/th/ = t y/ = ng
/kb/ = k v = 1
/b/ = b VA7, = b
/d/ = d Iw/ = w
Iy = g Iy = y
n = q ] = i
/tsh/ = ts el = e
/tfh/ = ch 14/ = @
/dz/ = J /ol = )
/sl = S e/ = a
1§l = sh /a/ = a
12/ = z / = u
/m/ = m 1o/ = o
n/ = n

Table 4. Orthographic representation.

6. A BRIEF SURVEY OF THE SYNTAX OF RAWANG
6.1. Sentence

Rawang is an SOV language. A sentence can be categorized according to
these parameters: simple, compound, or complex; complete or incomplete. A
typical (compound and complete) sentence structure is comprised of an
optional concomitant slot (CON:) filled by any number (n 2 0) of dependent
clauses (D-Cl) with obligatory clausal conjunctives (CIConj), followed by an
obligatory nucleus (NUC:) filled by an independent clause (I-Cl) and sentence
final intonation (INT). (See Diagram 1.) A minimal sentence consists of a
single independent clause.

+ CON: + NUC:
+ D-C1 + ClConj + [-C1 + INT

Diagram 1. Sentence structure.
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Complete, independent sentences are rare in actual speech exchanges.
This is well explained by Morse:

One of the first impressions one gets when considering the syntax of
Tibeto-Burman languages is their seemingly endless rambling. The
predilection of all native speakers is to make sentences paragraph-
size, stringing along clause after clause with no intention of full stop
in grammar or intonation, until the complete thought has been
expressed. (Morse 1965:339)

6.2. Clause

The typical clause structure is summarized in the following diagram.

+T S

<|=

+DL |+BP |+1A |20 |+Av |+
N | v

[

Diagram 2. Clause structure.*

The above structure is to be interpreted as follows: a typical independent
clause consists of an obligatory predicate (P) filled by a verb or a verb phrase,
and optional tagmemes such as time (T), stative locative (SL), subject (S),
directional locative (DL), benefactive purpose (BP), instrument-association
(IA), object (O), and adverbial (Av) (Morse 1965). The order of these clausal
tagmemes can generally be said to be arbitrary. Generally, phrase-final
particles (case markers) prevent possible ambiguities among the clause
tagmemes. It is common, though, that time and stative locative tagmemes
precede the subject. A rule of focus may occur, in which the emphasized
tagmeme is located near the predicate verb. Different types of focus or
emphasis are also signaled by particles such as /ng/ and /g@/ occurring post-
positionally after the emphasized tagmeme. Thus, the focussed item can occur
at any place in the sentence structure.

Native speakers are not limited, however, to the typical structures.
Although the predicate verb typically occurs at the end of a clause, native
speakers often put other tagmemes after the predicate verb.

Clause types can be divided into transitive, intransitive, quotative, stative
and equational.

4 From this diagram onward, fillers of some slots will not be specified.
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1) ang m@ tsat kbi:tnoe (transitive)
he AG rice cook
‘He cooks the rice.’5
) nga nd zong kaq dgnge (intransitive)
I EMPH school to go
‘T go to school.’
3) ang n@ zangé wae (quotative)
he EMPH ill quote
‘He said “T am ill.””
4) ang ng adaé (stative)
he EMPH rich
‘He is rich.’
(5 nga ng zong  sara gngé  (equational)
I EMPH school teacher be
‘I am a teacher.’

6.3. Phrases

A phrase is a cluster of two or more words, belonging together but not
constituting a complete statement. It does not have its own subject and
predicate as a clause does. A phrase normally functions as a component of a
clause. Rawang phrases can be categorized as noun phrases, numeral phrases,
verb phrases, adverbial phrases, and relator-axis (post-positional) phrases.
These are summarized below.

6.3.1. Noun phrases

Noun phrases can be classified as modified noun phrases, genitive phrases,
appositional phrases, co-ordinate noun phrases and serial noun phrases. A
modified noun phrase consists of an obligatory head noun, and optional
elements such as modifier, number, and classifier.

+ modifier | + head | + number | + classifier
relative clause noun quantifier
noun phrase noun phrase | numeral

Diagram 3. Modified noun phrase 1.

For example,

5 For alist of the abbreviations used fro this point on, please see pp. XX. [Ed.)
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(6) méng dang wa a k¢m ani dg
white by do RLT house two CLSS
‘two white houses’

There is another kind of modified noun phrase in which the head noun is
plural; i.e. it is followed by the plural marker clitic. In this kind of noun
phrase, a number and classifier cannot occur after the head noun.

+ modifier l + head | + clitic
relative clause noun -ri
noun phrase

Diagram 4. Modified noun phrase 2.

For example:

) ki maréng asangri
that village people
‘the people of that village’

If the head noun is obvious or understood, the head noun stem and the
relativizer in the modifier slot can be omitted. Only the plural marker occurs
in the head slot (See section 4). Then the number and classifier can occur
following the head. For example:

+ modifier | + head | + number | + classifier
relative clause ri quantifier
noun phrase numeral

Diagram 5. Modified noun phrase 3.

For example:

8) ki maréng ri panga yoq
that village PLURAL five CLSS
‘five people of that village’

A genitive noun phrase is composed of a possessor slot filled by a noun or
pronoun, and a following possessed slot filled by a noun or noun phrase.
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+ pOSSESSOr I + possessed
noun noun
pronoun noun phrase

Diagram 6. Possessive noun phrase.

For example:

9) ngangng kgm
we house
‘our house’

Appositional noun phrases also occur in Rawang. In this kind of phrase,
two nouns or noun phrases occur in juxtaposition, of which one clarifies or
extends the other. In some phrases the semantic relationship is specific-
generic.

+ head 1 | + head 2
NP [ NP

Diagram 7. Appositional noun phrase.
For example:

(10) zongkgm kgm  angsar
school house new
‘a new school building’

A typical co-ordinate noun phrase consists of at least two noun heads, a
co-ordinate conjunction occurring before the last noun head and an optional
plural marker at the end.

+ (head )" |+ co-ordinate | + head 2 | + number
[ -r

NP | nang | NP i

Diagram 8. Co-ordinate noun phrase 1.
For example:
(11) kaq waq nang nangwa-ri

hen pig and cattle-PL
‘hens, pigs, and cattle’
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Another kind of co-ordinate noun structure has a free co-ordinate particle
following each head noun. The combination of head-coordinate can occur any
n (n 2 1) times.

(+ head I + co-ordinate )"
NP | 20

Diagram 9. Co-ordinate noun phrase 2.
For example:

(12) na gp ang gp nga gp
you also he also I also

‘you, he, and me, too’

Serial noun phrases also occur in Rawang. An optional number slot can
occur at the end. The head noun may occur any n (n = 1) times.

( + head)" + number
NP -ri

Diagram 10. Serial noun phrase.

(13) kaq waq nangwa-ri
hen pig cattle-PL
‘hens, pigs, and cattle’

6.3.2. Numeral phrase

Numeral phrases are made up of various combinations of obligatory digit
(round number) tagmemes and unit tagmemes, and the combinations can be
joined by optional links. Each digit is followed by a unit tagmeme, and the
larger units are followed by smaller units. Thus, the numeral phrases have the
following structure.

digit | +unin® | +rnk |+ digit
[ nang

Diagram 11. Numeral phrase.

For example:
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(149 tig king ani ya panga sal taruq
one thousand two hundred five  ten six
‘one thousand two hundred and fifty-six’

6.3.3. Verb phrases

In a typical clause, the predicate occurs at the end. The predicate can be
filled by either a single verb or a verb phrase. In a verb phrase, verbs which
fill different slots take different suffixes. The inflections of the final verb of a
verb phrase are the same as those of a single verb predicate. These inflections
are discussed in chapter 2. Different kinds of verb phrases are briefly

discussed below.
In a modified verb phrase, the modifier adverbials usually precede the verb

head and the verb head can be followed by an optional auxiliary verb. The
verb head can be filled with verbs with different non-final verb markers or
verbs with the same non-final verb markers. The verb heads can occur n
(n 2 1) times. The auxiliary verbs are final verbs. This structure is presented
in Diagram 12.

+ particle | + modifier | (+ head)” | + particle Lt auxiliary
‘ adverbials | verb (

Diagram 12. Modified verb phrase 1.

For example:

(15) namnamwa edishi
unhurriedly go
‘go unhurriedly’

(16) dilam ronglam talam maz@gngshilam mit g@ mawango
go sit listen memorize think also not.do
‘I did not think to go, to sit, to listen and to memorize.’

(17) tigngantsal salaplam waona ie
alittle.bit to.teach may.do to.be

‘(He) might plan to teach (him) a little bit.’

In fact, Diagram 12 summarizes several different types of verb phrases.
Thorough discussion of each of them is not the aim of this chapter. However,
some specific types are mentioned below.
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Some verb phrases have adverbs. The adverb’s co-occurrence distribution
is limited to one or two verbs (Morse 1965). The adverb precedes the verb
head and the gloss of the adverb is difficult. For example:

(18) chan ananb@nga
(suddenly) was.frightened
‘I was frightened (suddenly).’

Another kind of verb phrase occurs where the head verb is followed by the
particle /mabat/ which marks recurring action. For example:

+clitic |+ modifier 1 | (+head |+ modifier 2)"| + auxiliary
I adverbials | verb I mabat

Diagram 13. Modified verb phrase 2.

(200 mamé sawar mabat tor mabat manode
quite heat RECR beat RECR continue

‘(He) is continuing heating (it) quite a while and beating (it)
again.’

6.3.4. Adverbial phrases

In Rawang, adverbials exhibit complicated patterns. A common pattern of
adverbialization is reduplication of verbs or adverbs. For example:

(21) tale  tale
replace replace

‘in turn’

There is another kind of adverbial phrase which is similar to a relator-axis
(postpositional) phrase. In this structure, the head (or axis) can be a noun or a
noun phrase, a verb or a verb phrase, or a clause, and the relator particle can
be either {yung} ‘like/resemble’, {ang} ‘by’, or {e} ‘by’. For example:

(22) shiq yang
louse like
‘like louse = thoroughly’

These common phrase types by no means exhaust the range of Rawang
adverbial structures.
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6.3.5. Relator-axis phrases (post-positional phrases)

In Rawang phrases, particles usually occur post-positionally. Thus, in a
relator-axis phrase the axis tagmeme is followed by the relator. Included in
the relator-axis phrases are case-marked noun phrases, locational phrases, and
temporal phrases.

Agentive, instrumental, and dative cases are expressed by postpositional
particles. For example:

(23) ang mpg a pe  kaq sh@ngtot m@ adepba
he AG this CLSS to stick AG beat
‘He beat this (man) with a stick.’

In locational phrases, the relator is filled with several optional sub-slots:
locational determiners, locative particles, and directional particles.

+ axis I + relator
noun/noun phrase |+ locational |+locative |z directional
determiner particle particle

Diagram 14. Relator-axis phrase.

For example:

(24) k¢m madam maq kaq
house wupper at to

‘onto the house’

(25) zong a
school at
‘at the school’

A temporal phrase has /dagap/ (= while) as the relator. The axis slot may
be filled with temporal demonstratives or a clause. For example:

(26) dagap
(a) moment (past) while
‘a moment ago’

(27) ang tsat am dagap
he rice eat while
‘while he eats rice’
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Some adverbial phrases also have relator-axis phrase structure when they
have the particle {yung}. (See 6.3.4. above). Other clause level fillers such as
accompaniment and benefactor phrases are also relator-axis phrases. (cf. Pike
1982:215). For example:

(28) ang nang
he and
‘with him’

(29) nga dapat
| for
‘for me’

In addition to the constituents of phrases mentioned above, there is a
particle which occurs post-positionally as an optional constituent. It is the
particle /ng/, which marks topic or emphasis of the previous tagmeme. It
occurs after clause level constituents except after the predicate. For example:

(30) ang ng rongé
he EMPH sit
‘He sits.’

(31) ngg yung ng masam
weep like EMPH not.seem
‘(He does) not seem to weep.’

In verb phrases, this particle may occur after head verbs or after verb
modifiers. For example:

(32) di ng madi
go EMPH not.go

‘(He) does not go.’

(33) loglam ng mawa
to.go.back EMPH not.do

‘(He) does not do (plan) to go back = (He) is not going back.’

6.4. Clitics

Clitics attach like affixes but move around and function more like words
in phrases and clauses (Healey 1988). Clitics in Rawang include noun clitics
and verb clitics.

Noun clitics are all enclitics and are quantifiers. They are /-ri/ ‘general
plural’, /-rd/ ‘small group’, /-ni/ ‘dual’, and /-ngng/ ‘general group’. Each
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clitic has its own syntactic features. An incomplete description of these clitics
follows.

Generally, /-ri/ and /-rd/ occur after any constituent of a noun phrase
except for personal pronouns, classifiers or proper nouns. For example:

(34) ku kgm asang-ri > ki k¢m asangri
RMT house people-PL
‘the people of that house’
(35) ku-ri dagi >  kuri dagi
RMT-PL dog
‘those dogs’
36) a peé-ra > a pera
this CLSS-group
‘these men’

/-ni/ and /-ngng/ occur after personal pronouns and proper nouns but not
after demonstratives. For example:

(37) na-ni >  nani
you-DL
‘you two’

(38) pungsar-ngng >  plngsarngng
Pungsar-group
‘Pungsar and group’

(39) ku pe-ngng >  ku péngng
RMT CLSS-group

‘that man and his group’

The verb clitic /dang-/ is a proclitic and occurs before final or non-final
verbs. It denotes the speaker’s conjecture or concern. For example:

(40) loqlam dang-wa-di >  loglam dangwadi
to.go.back CIR-do-OPT
‘He might plan to go back.’

(41) dang-loglam  wa-di >  dangloglam wadi
CJR-to.go.back do-OPT
‘He might plan to go back.’
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6.5. Relativization and adjectives

While part-of-speech systems of all languages distinguish two open lexical
classes, nouns and verbs, some languages do not have a distinct open class of
adjectives. These languages can be divided into (1) those which have
adjective classes which are closed rather than open and (2) those which lack a
distinct adjective class altogether. The latter use nouns or verbs to express the
adjectival meanings. Thus, a distinction is made between (1) adjectival-verb
languages, languages which express adjectival meanings primarily by verbs,
e.g. Cantonese Chinese, and (2) adjectival-noun languages, languages which
express adjectival meanings primarily by nouns, e.g. Quechua (Schachter
1985). Such Tibeto-Burman languages as Lahu (Matisoff 1973), Jinghpaw,
Burmese and Rawang are of the adjectival-verb type. In Rawang adjectives
and verbs inflect the same in the predicate tagmeme. For example:

(42) nani ng é-té-shi-&
you (two) EMPH 2-big-DL-IMPRF
‘You (two) are big.’

(43) nani ng é-di-shi-e
you (two) EMPH 2-go-DL-IMPRF
‘You two are going.’

In modifying a noun, relativization is used to express the equivalent of a
modifying adjective. For example:

(44) anap a namban >  anapma ndmban
beautiful RLT flower
‘beautiful flower’

(45) ngp-a  datsamra
cry-RLT child
‘crying child’

The relativization adds a relativizer suffix {-a} to the verb or to the
adjectival-verb. When a noun phrase has a classifier, the occurrence of the
relativizer is optional. When a noun phrase is represented by a classifier, the
relativizer does not occur. For example:

(46) sanbdy ongapmi (a) zongmang pé
exam passed RLT student CLSS
>  sanbdy dongapmi zongmang pé
‘the student who passed the exam’
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@47 za pe
hurt (sick) CLSS
‘the man who is sick’

The above examples support the hypothesis that verbs and adjectives
belong to the same form-class. But, there is also a closed class of words that
convey adjectival meanings such as upper, lower, etc. These are
demonstrative adjectives and they cannot be inflected. When they occur
before nouns, they function like adjectives. When they follow nouns they
encode comparison. If they are followed by locative particles, they act like a
relator. (See relator-axis phrases above). For example:

(48) madam kgm
upper  house
‘the upper house’

(49) k¢m madam
house upper
‘on the house’ or ‘more than the house’

(50) kgm madam maq
house upper at
‘on the house’

Except for these cases, verbs and adjectives are morphologically
indistinguishable.

II. VERB MORPHOLOGY
1. INTRODUCTION

Rawang verbs express typical notions such as processes and actions, and
notions expressed in many languages by adjectives, such as qualities and
attributes. For convenience, I will refer to the former group of verbs as
“process verbs” and the latter group as ‘“adjectival verbs”. There is no
morphological difference between process verb stems and adjectival verb
stems. For this reason, stems of both types are grouped in the single lexical
class of verbs.

In Rawang verb morphology, addition is the most significant process:
reduction, while it occurs, is rare.® Replacement and suppletion have not been
observed.

5 For amore in-depth discussion of general morphological theory see Chapter I, Section 4,
above.
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Three types of morphological processes occur: compounding, derivation,
and inflection. Affixes include prefixes, suffixes, and discontinuous
morphemes. Infixes do not occur in Rawang verb morphology.

2. COMPOUNDING

Compounding is a morphological process in which two or more roots are
put together to form a word. Verb compounding in Rawang is not very
extensive, manifesting itself especially in “synonym couplets”, i.e. pairs of
stems which have similar meaning. For example:

(51) san + ser >  shanshér
clear clean

‘holy, clean’

In this example, the falling tone on the first element changes into mid tone
and the falling tone on the second element changes into high tone. The
voiceless alveolar fricative /s/ is palatalized and becomes /sh/. In other
instances no phonological change is found. For example:

(52) k¢gm + nggm >  kgmnggm
be.compiete to.get.together
‘gather together’

(53) d@gng + man >  dgngman

be.straight be.right
‘to be righteous’

3. DERIVATION

Some verbs are derived from nouns. The process is deletion of all the
syllables preceding the last syllable. The co-occurrence of the root and the
derived form in a clause is often obligatory in order to give a complete
meaning.” For example:

(54) amog ‘hat moq ‘to put on (a hat)’
amoq moqoé ‘(Someone) puts on a hat.”

In one instance, falling tone on the last syllable changes into the mid-tone.
For example:

7 Such “cognate object” constructions are found in many other TB languages, ¢.g. Akha
and Lahu. See the articles by Hansson and Matisoff in LTBA 19.1. [Ed.]
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(55) sargm ‘sarong (gown)’ régm ‘to puton a gown’
sarpm rpmé ‘(She) puts on a gown.’

Other instances do not exhibit any phonological changes. For example:

(56) yamban ‘migrator’
ban ‘to migrate’

An alternative analysis that nouns are derived from verbs by prefixing is
rejected because there would be no way to predict what the non-final syllables
in the derived noun would be. Examples (54), (55), (56) and (57) prove that
the non-final syllables are unpredictable.

(57) langdon ‘ladder’
don ‘to put up a ladder’

4. INFLECTION

In a typical Rawang clause, the predicate occurs at the end as the most
significant constituent. The predicate can be either a verb phrase or a single
verb.

The inflectional morphemes on the verb encode the orientation of person,
time, and space, and also reflect sentence types, moods, etc. The following is
a rough representation of the structure of the inflected transitive (final) verb.
An intransitive verb lacks the patient markers.

+Md +Neg + Ag +Ca +Rcp +V +Bnf +Ori +Num +Pt + SFM1 + SFM2 + SFM3

Diagram 15. Final verb structure.

The above formula can be read as follows: a verb (word) consists of: (a) an
obligatory verb stem (V); (b) optional prefixes which consist of mood (Md),
negative (Neg), agent (Ag), causative (Ca), and reciprocal markers (Rcp); and
(c) optional suffixes which include benefactive (Bnf), orientation (Ori),
number (Num), patient (Pt) markers, as well as sentence-final marker suffixes
belonging to three classes: (SFM1), (SFM2) and (SFM3). A final verb may
consist of a minimum of two tagmemes up to a maximum of eleven
tagmemes. This structure somewhat resembles the order of morphemes in the
verbal block of the Proto-Tibeto-Burman language proposed by Wolfenden
(1929:10).

The final verb of a verb phrase containing multiple verbs and the verb in a
predicate consisting of a single verb are inflected for the same categories.
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Both types of verb will be referred to as “final verbs”. Non-final verbs in a
verb phrase may be inflected but with fewer affixes. Non-final verbs are
discussed in section 4.2.9.

Many of the inflectional morphemes exhibit morpheme variation. The
conditioning factors are phonological, morphological, and grammatical.

4.1. Verb prefixes

Verb prefixes include mood markers, a negative marker, an agent marker,
causative markers and reciprocal markers. Many of them have allomorphs
conditioned by phonological, morphological or grammatical factors.

4.1.1. Mood

The slot preceding the negative morpheme has mood prefixes which
express the speaker’s stance toward what he says. There are three morphemes
in this slot: {lag-}, {la-}, and {ta-}.

4.1.1.1. {laq-} Permissive

The morpheme {lag-} expresses the permissive mood. It encodes
approval. When the subject or the agent is in the third person, the occurrence
of {lag-} can convey either a permissive or an imperative mood. The
following sentence may denote that Kensar is allowed to go or is ordered to

20.

(58) Kensar laq-di >  Kensar laqdi
Kensar PRMS-go
‘Let Kensar go.” (or) ‘Make Kensar go.’

When the subject or the direction of the verb is marked by {e-}, {lag-}
simply marks permission.

(59) ang mg laq-é-gar-ra > ang m@ leqgarra
he AG PRMS-2-protect-AT.RMT
‘May he protect you.’

Normally {laq} does not occur when the subject or agent is in the first
person, but when it does it conveys a subjunctive mood. For example:

(60) nga laq-di-ng wa > ngalaqdgng wa
I PRMS-go-1S say
‘Suppose I go ...
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Note that when /lag-/ precedes the non-first person agent marker {e-}, no
matter whether the negative marker occurs between them or not, the vowel /a/
of /lag-/ is replaced by /e/ (see the agent marker {e-}, below 4.1.3).

(61) ang m@ laq-&-da-ta-ng-a >  ang mp leqdétanga
he AG PRMS-2-CA-hear-1S-1PT
‘Let him tell me (that).’

4.1.1.2. {la-} Inquiry or concessive

This morpheme signifies that the speaker is uncertain about or does not
totally agree with the reason for the action denoted by the verb, or has a doubt
regarding the action.® For example:

(62) ang la-di-o >  ang ladid
he INQ-go-CNF
‘(But) he goes. (He is supposed not to go.)’

There are certain co-occurrence restrictions with regard to sentence-final
markers (SFM) (below 4.2.5.): {la-} may not occur together with the class 1
sentence-final marker /-e/, with any class 2 markers except /-eng/ or /-&/, or
with the class 3 marker /-sa/. When predicate verbs are preceded by
interrogative particles, the morpheme {la-} functions as the information
interrogative (substance question) marker. In this case, only /-&/ of SFM2 and
/-0/ of SEM3 can co-occur with {la-}. For example:

(63) ra kaq la-&-di > rakaqledi
INTRR to INQ-2-go
‘Where do you go?

This morpheme has five phonologically conditional allomorphs : /la-/,
Na-/, Na-/,/1-/ and /1e-/.

{la-} /a-/ ~Na-/ ~ Na-/ ~ -/ ~ Ne-/

Nla-/ occurs before monosyllabic stems when the subject is the first person
or the third person and the agent is non-/e-/ agent.® For example:

8 This ‘inquiry prefix’ undoubtedly reflects the general TB interrogative morpheme */a.
See Hargreaves, this issue. [Ed.]
9 Le., the agent that is not marked by the morpheme {e-}. See Appendix 2.
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(64) ang ra kaq la-di-é >  angrakaq ladie
he what to INQ-go-INTRR
‘Where does he go?’

Na-/ occurs before dissyllabic stems with /a/ initial when the non-first
person agent marker {e-} is not present. When /la-/ occurs, the stem initial
vowel /a/ is deleted. For example:

(65) ang m@ la-ayap-bg-a-éng >  ang m@ layapbaéng
he AG INQ-cut-T.RMT-PRF-INCRD
‘(But) he has cut (it).

Na-/ occurs before the negative marker, the causative marker, or
dissyllabic stems with Ca initial syllable, when the non-first person agent
marker {&-} is not present. For example:

(66) ang ng la-ma-di >  ang ng lamadi
he EMPH INQ-NEG-go
‘(But) he does not go.’

/1-/ occurs before the CV(C) type stems when the non-first person agent
marker morpheme {e-} is present.

(67) na la-e-di-bg-i-eéng > nalédibieng
you INQ-2-g0-T.RMT-PRF-INCRD
‘(But) you went, (didn’t you?).’

/le-/ occurs before dissyllabic stems with Ca or a initial, causative
markers, and the negative marker, when the non-first person agent marker
{e-} is present. For example:

(68) la-&-dagp-bg-a-eng >  ledeggbaeng
INQ-2-prepare-T.RMT-PRF-INCRD
‘(But) you have prepared.’

4.1.1.3. {ta-} Emphatic

The meaning of this morpheme is unclear. It indicates that the speaker
wants to emphasize the action, or wants to defend the reason for the action.

(69) ang mp lega ta-ri-o-é > ang m@ léga tarioe
he AG letter EMPH-carry-3PT-IMPRF
‘He carries the letter (not other things).’
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This morpheme usually occurs in the result clause of reason-result
sentences.

(70) ang ng za dakang ta-rong-8 > ang nd za dakang tardnge
he EMPH sick reason EMPH-sit-IMPRF
‘He sits because he is sick. (Not because of any other reason.)’

{ta-} has five allomorphs: /ta-/, /ta-/, /ta-/, /t-/ and /t&/. The conditioning
factors are the same as those for the inquiry morpheme {la-}.

{ta-} Ita-/ ~ Ita-/ ~ ta-/ ~ -/ ~ e/

/ta-/ occurs before monosyllabic stems when the non-first person agent
{e-} is not present. For example:

(71)  ta-di-ng-ni-ng >  tad@ngngng
EMPH-go-1S-OPT-18
‘I might have gone.’

/ta-/ occurs before dissyllabic stems which have /a/ as the initial syllable
when the non-first person agent {e-} is not present. Then, the vowel /o/ of the
stem is deleted. For example:

(72) nga mp ta-adep-O0-ngng >  nga m@ tadepmongng
I NOM EMPH-beat-3PT-OPT
‘I might beat (him).’

/ta-/ occurs before the negative marker, the causative marker, and
dissyllabic stems with Ca initial syllable, when the non-first person agent
marker {e-} is not present. For example:

(73) ang m@ ta-dabang-o-& >  ang mg tadaba:ngoe
he AG EMPH-help-3PT-IMPRF
‘He does help (him).’

/t-/ occurs before monosyllabic stems when the non-first person agent {e-}
is present. For example:

(74) na ta-e-di-bg-i > natédibi
you EMPH-2-go-T.RMT-PRF
“You had gone (there).’
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/té/ occurs before dissyllabic stems with Ca or a initial, causative markers,
and the negative marker when the non-first person agent {e-} is present. For
example:

(75) na ta-é-atdng-bj-i > na ténatangbi
you EMPH-2-return-T.RMT-PRF
‘You did return.’

When preceding monosyllabic stems, the tone on /te-/ can either be high or
mid, depending on the individual speakers. For example:

(76) na kaq ta-é-goq-di > nakaq tégoqdi
you to  EMPH-2-call-OPT
‘(He) might have called you.’

(77) nga kaq ta-é-zi-ng-a-& > ngakaq téz@ngae
I to  EMPH-2-give-1S-1PT-IMPRF
‘(Oh! You) did give it to me.’

When {ta-} co-occurs with the optative /-di/, they encode the assumptive-
optative mood. For example:

(78) ta-tap-o-di >  tata:pmodi
EMPH-catch-3PT-OPT
‘He might catch (it).’

4.1.2. {ma-} Negative marker

The negative marker slot occurs after the mood markers and precedes the
agent marker slot. Negative is marked with the morpheme {ma-}. This
morpheme also has five allomorphs: /ma-/, /ma-/, /ma-/, /m-/, and /meé-/.

{ma-} /ma-/ ~ /ma-/ ~ /ma-/ ~ /m-/ ~ /me-/

/ma-/ occurs before monosyllabic stems when the non-first person agent
{e-} is not present. For example:

(79) ang zong kaq ma-di >  ang zdng kag mad1
he  school to NEG-go
‘He does not go to school.’
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/ma-/ occurs before dissyllabic stems with /a/ initial, when the non-first
person agent {e-} is not present. Then the initial vowel /a/ of the stem is
deleted. Thus, the rule is:

lo/ > @ |/ ma-

For example:

(80) ma-aga >  maga
NEG-full
‘not full (not satiated)’

/ma-/ occurs before the causative marker and dissyllabic stems with Ca
initial, when the agent {e-} is not present. For example:

(81) ma-da-ta >  madata
NEG-CA-hear

‘do not tell’

/m-/ occurs before monosyllabic stems when the non-first person agent
{e-} is present. For example:

(82) na ng k¢m a ma-é-al-bd > na nd kgm a méalbg
you EMPH house at NEG-2-stay-T.RMT
‘You did not stay at home. (You were not at home.)’

/meé-/ occurs before stems with Ca or a initial, causative markers or the
reciprocal marker when the non-first person agent marker {e-} is present. For
example:

(83) ma-&-a-wap-ngng-di > meénawapngngdi
NEG-2-RCP-shoot-2PL-OPT
‘Don’t shoot each other.’

The negative prefix does not co-occur with the imperfective suffix {-e}.
Compare the following two examples:

(84) ang kaq yang-o-e >  ang kaq yangoé
3  to see-3PT-IMPRF
‘I see him.’

(85) dang kaq ma-yang-o >  ang kaq mayango

3 to  NEG-see-3PT
‘I do not see him.’
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The co-occurrence of /ma-/, /e-/ and /-di/ encodes prohibition. For
example:

(86) ma-e-wa-di >  méwadi
NEG-2-do-OPT
‘Don’t do (it)!”

4.1.3. Agent (subject) person marker

The subject or agent of the action is also reflected in the verb. This agent
(subject) marker occurs before the causative morpheme in the verb structure,
and has only a single slot filler {e-}. This morpheme on the intransitive verb
marks that the subject of the verb is in the second person.

(87) na e-di-e >  naedie

you 2-go-IMPRF
“You go.’

When it occurs in transitive verbs, it signals that the agent of the verbal
action is ‘non-first person’. This means that the agent is either second or third
person. Actually, it reflects the direction of the verbal action, i.e. it shows
from which person to which person the action is conveyed. Though {e-} can
mark a third person agent, it cannot mark an action conveyed from a third
person to himself or to another third person (which could be referred to as
‘fourth person’ in this case). The differentiation between the second and third
person is dependent on the patient person markers. For example:

(88) na mp e-gér-o-€ > na mg@ egeroe
you AG 2-chase-3PT-IMPRF
‘You chase him.’

(89) na kaq &-gér-& >  nakaq &geré
you to  2-chase-IMPRF
‘(He) chases you (You are chased).’

(90) ang mpP eé-ngan-bg-s-a > ang m@ énganb@sa
he AG 3-scold-T.RMT-PL-PRF
‘He scolded us.’ or ‘He scolded you (plural).’

The occurrence of /e-/ without SFM1 markers encodes the imperative
mood. For example:

91) tsat e-kit-o >  tsat ék1itno
rice 2-cook-3PT
‘Cook the rice (meal)!’
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{&-) has an allomorph /na-/. /&-/ occurs before verb stems with consonant
initials, and /na-/ occurs before verb stems with the initial vowel /a/. Then,
the initial vowel /d/ is deleted.

{e-} /&-] ~ Ina-/
/é-/ occurs before consonants
/na-/ occurs before /a/

la/ > @ | na-

(92) na héng maqdd e-atdng-rat-i > na hang maqdo natangratni
you farm from  2-return-FROM.RMT-PRF
“You returned from the farm.’

This agent marker morpheme {&-} can affect a following vowel /a/. When
{&-} precedes a dissyllabic stem in which the first syllable is open and the
vowel is /a/, or when it precedes the causative marker {da-}, the vowel le-/ is
shifted to the following syllable, where it replaces the vowel /a/.

{&-} + CaCV(C) > CeCV(O)
{&-} + /da-/ > /de-/

(93) €-gayag-o-¢ >  geéyaqoe
2-destroy-3PT-IMPRF
“You destroy it.’

(94) e-da-ta-bg-s-a >  detib@sa
2-CA-tell-T.RMT-PL-PRF
‘(He) told (us).’

The morpheme {&-} also affects the vowel /a/ of the morphemes of the
preceding two slots: the negative and the mood slots. This preceding vowel
/a/ changes into /e/. (See above, 4.1.1 and 4.1.2))

(95) na np la-ma-e-di-€nd > na ng lemediéng
you EMPH INQ-NEG-Z-gO—INCRD
‘(But) you did not go.’

The person and number of agents and patients are also encoded differently
by other morphemes. See the discussions of number markers in 4.2.3 and
patient markers in section 4.2 4, below.
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4.1.4. {da-} Causative marker

In the transitive verb structure, the causative slot occurs before the verb
stem. Morse (1965) mentioned two causative prefixes {sha-} and {da-}
occurring in the Matwang dialect. He also pointed out that the morpheme
{da-} occurs almost exclusively with transitive verbs, so it may be considered
as a grammatically conditioned allomorph. In the Sinwal dialect, these
causative morphemes are found as /sa-/ and /da-/, and they are interpreted as
comprising a single morpheme. The form {da-} is arbitrarily chosen as the
base morpheme. However, the conditioning factor for the morpheme
variation is not the distinction between transitive and intransitive as Morse
suggested for Matwang. Instead, the allomorphy is phonologically
conditioned. /sa-/ is associated with sonorant phonemes in the stem, while
/da-/ is associated with obstruent phonemes in the stem. Further morpheme
variants also occur. /sa-/ has a variant /s-/ and /da-/ has /d-/ as its variant.
Thus, the morpheme {da-} has four allomorphs.

{da-}  /da-/ ~/d-/ ~ [sa-/ ~ [s-/10

/da-/ occurs before monosyllabic stems with obstruent initial consonants.
For example:

96) di ‘go’ dadi  ‘to cause to go’
(97) e ‘tobebig’ daté  ‘to enlarge’

/d-/ occurs before dissyllabic stems in which the vowel /a/ is the initial
syllable and the second syllable has a obstruent consonant in syllable initial
position. For example:

(98) abal ‘to part’ dabal ‘to cause to be parted’
(99) ating ‘return’ datang ‘to cause to return’

/sa-/ occurs before monosyllabic stems with a sonorant phoneme at the
syllable initial position. For example:

(100) ¢gp ‘tofall asleep’ sagp ‘to cause to fall asleep’
(101) lam ‘to dance’ salam ‘to make someone dance’

10" From the point of view of TB as a whole, the sibilant allomorph is primary, descending
from the well-attested PTB causative prefix *s-. In Jingpho (closely related to Rawang) the
basic allomorph of the causative prefix is a-, with the variant dZa- occurring before roots with
aspirated or sibilant initials. [Ed.]
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Is-I occurs before dissyllabic stems in which the initial syllable is the
vowel /a/ and the second syllable has a sonorant consonant in syllable initial
position. For example:

(102) alang ‘tofly’ salang ‘to cause to fly’
(103) amang ‘tolose’ samang ‘to cause something to be lost’

It should be noted that there are many dissyllabic verb stems which have
/da/ or /sa/ as the initial syllable. This suggests that such stems might be
forms in which the causative prefix morpheme is frozen,!! but their stems or
roots are not found in other contexts, and native speakers cannot give glosses
for the suggested would-be stems. Thus, these forms are interpreted as forms
without causative prefixes, i.e. single-morpheme stems, though /da/ and /sa/
do resemble the causative prefixes.

(104) dadam ‘to think’ *dam 17 *adam 17
(105) sanal ‘to press’ *nal 77 *anal 7?7

Although these forms are considered as single-morpheme stems, the
causative prefixes cannot occur before them. When a verb stem cannot take a
causative prefix, the causative is encoded by using another verb as an
auxiliary after the main verb. This auxiliary is usually /dazar/ ‘to ask
someone to do something’ or /datsu/ ‘to let someone to do something’.12

(106) dadam dazar  ‘to cause to think’
datsgp datsi ‘to let somebody repair’

If the causative marker co-occurs with the reciprocal morpheme {a-}, the
vowel /a/ of the causative merges into /a/. The reciprocal marker also affects
the vowel /a/ of the causative-like stems (described above) and changes it into
/al. In such reciprocal causative verbs, the patient markers cannot occur.
Instead, the patient benefactive marker {-ke} may appear (see below, 4.2.1.4).

(107) sa-a-am >  sadm
CA-RCP-cat
‘to feed each other’

"' Forms in which the meaning of the stem is lost, so that the stem and the affix cannot be

glossed separately, are referred to as frozen forms.
12 These auxiliaries dazar and datsu look theselves like frozen causatives! [Ed.]
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(108) da-a-apaq >  dapaq
CA-RCP-stick.on (by itself)
‘to stick something on each other’

Another filler /ta-/ may occur in this slot. This morpheme signals that the
action denoted by the verb can happen. In other words, it denotes capability.
This morpheme is normally used in an absolutive sense. For example:

(109) a mé ti ng ma-ta-1é > a mé ti ng matalé
this CLSS river EMPH NEG-CAP-Cross
‘This river cannot be crossed.’

4.1.5. {a-} Reciprocal marker

{a-} marks reciprocal action on some transitive verb stems. When it
appears, patient markers cannot co-occur. For example:

(110) a-wap > awap
RCP-shoot
‘shoot each other’

However, some transitive stems which have the initial vowel /a/ cannot
take the reciprocal marker {a-}. This initial /a/ causes the morphological
processes and the semantic notions to be more complicated. In such verbs, we
cannot separate the vowel /a/ from the rest of the verb root and cannot gloss
them separately.

(111) atug ‘tocut a- = 7 tug = 7

The interpretation of the morpheme {a-} is complicated further by the fact
that {a-} sometimes does not mark reciprocal action and the meaning is
uncertain.

(112) bungka a-pug-é >  bungka apuge
door 7?7-open-IMPRF
“The door is open.’ 13

A morphophonemic process is also observed here. If the reciprocal
marker {a-} is preceded or followed by the vowel /a/, the vowels merge into
/al. For example:

13 In sentences like this a- seems to be marking a kind of middle voice. There is a similar
morpheme -aa- in Lai Chin. See Tomoko Yamashita Smith’s paper “The middle voice in
Lai”, to appear in LTBA 20.2. [Ed.]
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(113) sa-a-naq > sanaq
CA-RCP-black
‘to paint one another black’ (see 107, above)

However, more study is needed to describe the morpheme {a-} clearly.

4.2. Suffixes

Verb suffixes include markers of benefaction, orientation, number, and
patients, as well as sentence final markers belonging to three classes.

4.2.1. Benefactor markers

The benefactor markers are suffixes occurring between the verb stem and
the orientation marker slot. They include reflexive, substitutional benefactive,
reflexive benefactive, and patient benefactive markers. These morphemes
mark who is affected by the action of the verb. Thus, this slot somewhat
resembles the adverbial infixes of the Proto-Tibeto-Burman verbal block
presented by Wolfenden (1929:10).

4.2.1.1. {-shi} Reflexive

This reflexive morpheme marks that the agent and the patient are in the
same person. When the subject is in the third person in the imperfective
aspect, the mid tone on the vowel /i/ changes into a falling tone. In other
words, {-sh1} has an allomorph /-shi/, when the subject is in the third person
and the aspect is imperfective.

{-sh1} [-shi/ ~ /-shi/
/-shi/ occurs with imperfective verbs in the third person
/-sh1/ occurs elsewhere

(114) ang nd sam m@ atug-shi-€ > ang nd sam mP atugshie
he EMPH knife NOM cut-RFL-IMPRF
‘He cuts himself with a knife.’

When it occurs before /-ng/, the vowel /i/ of {-sh1} becomes /g/.
(115) nga nd ur  adep-shi-ng-e > ngang ur adepshgnge

1 EMPH hand hit-RFL-1S-IMPRF
‘I hit my hand by myself.’

When the reflexive {-shi} occurs the patient markers cannot be used.
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4.2.1.2. {-a} Substitutional benefactive

This morpheme marks an agent that acts for the benefit of someone else,
not for himself. No allomorphic variants have been observed.

(116) daka &-wag-a-i-é >  dakaéwaqaie
wage 3-settle-SBNF-1PL-IMPRF
‘(He) settled (paid) the wage (for us).’

4.2.1.3. {-am} Reflexive benefactive

This morpheme marks an agent that acts for the benefit of himself. {am}
has an allophone /am/ when it is followed by a high tone or falling tone.

{-am} /-am/ ~ /-am/
/-am/ occurs before high tone or falling tone
/-am/ occurs elsewhere

(117) shgngshi kat-am-e >  shgngshi katnameé
fruit plant-RFL.BNF-IMPRF
‘(1) plant fruit for myself.’

(118) shgngshi kat-am-bg-1 >  sh@ngshi katnambi
fruit plant-RFL.BNF-T.RMT-PRF
‘He planted the fruit for himself.’

4.2.1.4. {-ke} Patient benefactive

The exact meaning of this morpheme is unclear. It sometimes seems to
convey an idea similar to the passive voice. The following examples illustrate
some aspects of its meaning.

(119) angni  a-dapat-ké-bg-i >  angni dapatkébi
they.two RCP-push-RCP.BNF-T.RMT-PRF
‘They (two) pushed each other.’

(120) ang kaq tap-ké-bp-a >  ang kaq tapkéba
he to arrest-RCP.BNF-T.RMT-PRF
‘He was arrested.’

(121) ang nd nga tap-ke-& >  ang ng nga tapkee
he EMPH fish catch-RCP.BNF-IMPRF
‘He catches fish for himself.’
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4.2.2. Orientation markers (deixis markers)

In the Rawang verb, there are inflectional morphemes which mark
personal, temporal and spatial orientation, or deixis. In this orientation marker
slot, the filler morphemes can be roughly divided into temporal orientation
markers and spatial orientation markers. The personal orientation (subject-
object agreement) markers occur as agent markers, patient markers and
number markers, each of which occur in separate slots of the verb. (See 4.1.3,
423,and 4.2.4))

The temporal and spatial orientation markers occur after the benefactive
slot. Some of them encode tense or spatial orientation only, but some encode
tense as well as spatial orientation at the same time. In general, the orientation
morphemes carry the idea that the event is not at the present time or not at the
present location. In other words, they encode the distance from the present
time, or the distance from either the speaker or the listener, or both.

4.2.2.1. Temporal orientation markers

Temporal orientation markers include a zero morpheme, /-b3/, /-z@/, /-ap/,
and /-yang/. These morphemes mark different ideas of location in time (as
well as in space).

Since orientation markers encode past tense and future tense only, the lack
of these markers (occurrence of a zero suffix), encodes the simple present
tense. In other words, the simple present tense is unmarked. However, spatial
deixis markers may occur expressing the present tense (see 4.2.2.2).

(122) nga di-ng-@-& >  ngadgnge
I go-1S-PRES-IMPRF
‘Igo.’

4.2.2.1.1. /-bg/ Toward-remote and /-z3/ Unknown-remote

A time which is not the present time and a place which is not the present
location(s) of the speaker and the listener are signaled by both {-bg} and
{-z8}. Mostly they encode the past tense, but sometimes they can signal the
future. When signalling the future, a co-occurring morpheme belonging to the
(SFM1) class, i.e. the imperfect affirmative marker {-e}, is required.
However, this co-occurrence can also convey the past tense meaning
depending on the context.

{-bd} refers to the time or location of the action of the verb as being
remote from both the speaker and the addressee.
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(123) da-ta-ng-bg-ng-a >  datangbpnga
CA-listen-1S-T.RMT-1S-PRF
‘I told them.’

When used with action verbs or motion verbs, {-bp} indicates that the
movement is toward the remote.

(124) ki  kaq di-ng-bg-ng-& > ki kaq d@ngbgnge
there to go-1S-T.RMT-1S-IMPRF
‘T will go there.’

In contrast with {-b3}, {-z3} encodes the idea that the action of the verb
takes place in such a way that the listener or the speaker does not notice it, or
that the action is done without consent or willingness. In other words, it
reveals the speaker’s discovery of the action.

(125) ngangng di-zg-s-a > ngangng diz@sa
we g0-U.RMT-PLURAL-PRF
‘We went. (You did not notice that.)’

A tone sandhi is observed here. When followed by a syllable with a
falling tone on the vowel, the mid-tone on the morpheme {-bg} and {-z}
changes into a high tone. Other orientation slot fillers which have mid-tones
also exhibit this same phenomenon.

mid tone > high / ___ falling tone

{-bp} /-b@l ~ [b@/
/-b@/ occurs before falling tone
/-b@/ occurs elsewhere

{-z8} /-zpl ~ [-z¢/
/-z@/ occurs before falling tone
/-z@/ occurs elsewhere

(126) na e&-di-bg-é >  naédibge
you 2-go-T.RMT-IMPRF
‘(I know that) You went (there).’

(127) zong kaq &-di-z@-s-a > z0ng kaq édiz@sa
school to  2-go-U.RMT-PL.-PRF
“You went to school. *
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Another morphophonemic process is observed here. The vowel /g/ is lost
when followed by a vowel with a falling tone, but the tone on the vowel /g/
shifts onto the following vowel.

(/¢/ + high tone) + (vowel + falling tone) > following vowel + high tone
1-b@/ + /-1 > /-bi/
/-b@/ + -/ > /-ba/
[-23/ + /-1 > [-z1/
1-23/ + /-3 > [-z4/

(128) ang di-bg-i >  angdibi
he  go-T.RMT-PRF
‘He went.’

But this rule is not consistently followed. The unchanged forms are used
sometimes in free variation with the sandhi forms.

(129) di-b@-i >  dibgi
£0-T.RMT-PRF
‘He went.’

4.2.2.1.2. /-ap/ Near-remote and /-yang/ Far-remote

These morphemes mark an action located at a remote time. Since they
mark only remoteness in time, this remote time can be either past tense or
future tense. However, these morphemes are used mostly in the sense of past
tense. A distinction is made between near-remote and far-remote.

Near-remote refers to a time which is within a day to a couple of months
distant from the present time. Near-remote is marked by the morpheme {-ap}.

(130) di-ap-s-a > diapsa
g0-NEAR.RMT-PL-PRF
‘We went.’

A phonological rule applies here. When {-ap} is followed by a vowel, a
nasal /m/ is inserted between the syllable final /p/ and the following vowel.
Because the syllable final unreleased /p/ needs to be released, it is released as
a nasal at the same point of articulation. For example:

(131) ang di-ap-i >  ang diapmi
he  go-NEAR.RMT-PRF
‘He went (days ago).’
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Far-remote is marked by {-yang}. Far-remote refers to a time which is
within a year to more than a year distant from the present time. {-yang} has
an allomorph /-yang/ which occurs in free variation.

{-yang} /-yang/ ~ /yang/

(132) ang di-yang-i >  ang diyangi
he go-FAR.RMT-PRF
‘He went (years ago).’

(133) ang di-yang-i >  angdiyangi
he g0-FAR.RMT-PRF
‘He went (years ago).’

4.2.2.2. Spatial orientation markers

Spatial deixis markers mark the spatial position of the addressee or the
location where the action takes place. They distinguish whether the speaker is
at a location which is higher, lower, or at the same level as the listener, or
whether the location of the action is far from the speaker or the listener. The
markers are {-zaq}, {-ngng}, {-rat}, and {-ra}. In general, all these
morphemes mark the starting point or the ending point of the action as being
remote from the speaker or the addressee. The remoteness of these points can
be temporal or spatial. Thus, these morphemes sometimes convey tense
meanings as well. The co-occurrence of these morphemes with the
imperfective affirmative {-e} encodes the future tense or intention, while in
other occurrences they can carry either present or past tense meanings. The
distinction is inferred from the context.

The morpheme {-zaq} marks that the speaker is located at a place which is
lower than the addressee.!4

(134) e-di-zaq > edizaq
2-g0-SP.LOW
‘Come down.’

{-zaq} has an allomorph /-zak/ which results from assimilation. /-zak/
occurs when followed by /-ng/.

14 This directional morpheme has evidently been grammaticalized from the general TB verb
root *zak ‘to descend’. See Benedict 1972 p. 30 and Matisoff 1972 #121. [Ed.]
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{-zaq} /-zag/ ~ /-zak/
/-zak/ occurs before /-ng/
/-zag/ occurs elsewhere

(135) di-ng-zaq-ng-a >  d¢gngzaknga
g0-1S-SP.LOW-1S-PRF
‘I have come (up).’

{-ngng} conveys the opposite meaning from the morpheme {-zaq}.
{-ngng} shows that the speaker is located at a place higher than the addressee.

(136) di-ng-ngng-é >  dgngngngé
g0-1S-SP.HIGH-IMPRF
‘I will come down.’

When {-n@ng} is followed by a falling tone, its mid tone changes into a
high tone.

(137) di-ngng-shi-& >  dingngshié
g0-SP.HIGH-DL-IMPRF
‘We (two) will come down.’

The suffix {-rat} shows that the addressee is located at a certain remote
place. This morpheme does not distinguish whether the speaker is located at a
lower place or not. It shows that the direction of the movement of the action
is either to the speaker or to the listener or to some other person. When /-rat/
is followed by a vowel, a nasal /n/ is inserted between the /t/ and the following
vowel.15

(138) kit maréng-ri di-rat-1 > ki mareng ri diratni
that Village-PLURAL £0-FROM.RMT-PRF

‘People from that village come.’

Another morpheme {-ra} simply encodes that the action of the verb occurs
at a remote time, or at a remote place from someone or something, not the
present time and place. The subject of the verb, e.g. first person, can be
remote from other persons, e.g. second and third persons, at the time the
action of the verb takes place. No spatial movement direction is marked by
this morpheme. In the following example, the sentence can be understood as:
“At the time I am waiting for you, you will be away from me.”

13 When followed by vowels, all syllable-final stops are released as nasals at the same point
of articulation.
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(139) na kaq amaq tsa-ng-ra-ng-é > nakaq amaq tsangrange
you to here wait-1S-AT.RMT-1S-IMPRF
‘(I) will wait for you here.’

The morpheme {-ra} has an allomorph /-ra4/ when preceding a falling tone.
This exhibits the tone sandhi mentioned in section 4.2.2.1.1 above.

(140) di-ra-s-a >  dirasa
g0-AT.RMT-PL-PRF
‘(We) went to your house, t00.’

4.2.3. Number markers

The number of people in the subject are reflected also in the verb structure.
These number markers usually occur as suffixes after the orientation markers.
The first person singular is marked with {-ng}, no matter whether he/she is
subject, agent or patient.16 The occurrence of this morpheme is dependent on
the phonological shape of the morphemes. It occurs after the verb stem, the
benefactive markers, and the orientation markers when these morphemes end
in a vowel or in a [+back] stop /k/ or /q/; and after the optative morpheme
{d1}. This implies that /-ng/ can occur more than once within a final verb
structure.l? This is a peculiar feature of Rawang verb morphology. Note that
the syllable final stop /q/ changes into /k/ when followed by /-ng/. For
example:

(141) di-ng-bg-ng-a >  dgngb@nga
g0-1S-T.RMT-1S-PRF
‘T went.’

(142) waq-ng-a-ng-bg-ng-a >  wakngangb@nga

settle-1S-SBNF-1S-T.RMT-1S-PRF
‘I settled (the debt) for (him).’

Other than this, the singular is unmarked. For example:

(143) ang ng kam wa-é >  ang n@ kam wae
he EMPH firewood make-IMPRF
‘He makes (gathers) firewood.’

16 Thys, the first person singular is not marked in the agent and patient marker slots.
17 See also example (135) above. [Ed.]
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Dual numbers of first and second persons are marked by {-shi}. An
allomorph /-s/ occurs when followed by patient markers and perfective
affirmative markers.

{-shi} /-shi/ ~ /-s/
/-s/ occurs before /-a/ and /-6/18
/-shi/ occurs elsewhere

(144) kgm kaq log-shi-e >  kgm kaq logshie
house to go.back-DL-IMPRF

‘We (two) go back to the house.’

The plural is marked normally for the first person and second person. The
first person plural is marked by {-1}. {-i} has an allomorph /-s/ when
followed by /-a/.

{-1} /-1 ~ [-s/
/-s/ occurs before /-a/
/-1/ occurs elsewhere

(145) ngangng ng k¢gm wa-i-e > ngan@gng nd kgm waie
we EMPH house make-1PL-IMPRF

‘We are building a house.’

(146) ngangng nd kgm wa-bg-s-a > ngangng ng kgm wabgsa
we EMPH house make-T.RMT-PL-PRF :

‘We built a house.’

The second person plural is marked by {-ngng}. An allomorph /-s/ occurs
when followed by /-3/.

(147) ku kpm a &-al-ngng-€ > kit kgm éalngnge
that house at 2-stay-2PL-IMPRF
“You are staying at that house.’
(148) ki kpm a é-al-bg-s-a > ki kgm a eéalb@sa
that house at 2-stay-T.RMT-PL-PRF
‘You stayed at that house.’

18 See below 4.2.4.2 and 4.2.4.3. [Ed.]
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When the direction of the action goes from the second person plural
subject to the first person plural object in the imperfect aspect, only the first
plural is marked on the verb.

(149) ngangng kaq &-dabang-i-& > ngangng kaq deébangie
we to  2-help-1PL-IMPRF
“You are helping us.’

A common pattern is observed among dual and plural markings. All dual
and plural markers have the same allomorph /-s/ when followed by /-¥/; that is
the dual-plural distinction is neutralized before /-&/.

{ -1} - I-s/ | __a

{ { -shi} } neutralized
{ -ngng}

In the transitive verb structure, number markers can agree with the agent
or the patient. Then, a problem arises as to which number should be marked.
In this case, two solutions are observed: (a) if both the agent and the patient
are in the singular, the first person has precedence, (b) if the agent and the
patient are of different numbers (e.g. if the agent is first person singular and
the patient is second person dual), the larger number, the dual in this instance,
is marked.

(150) na kaq la-ng-e > na kaq lange
you to look.for-1S-IMPRF
‘I am looking for you.’

(151) é-zi-ng-a-é >  éz@ngae
2-give-1S-1PT-IMPRF
‘You (two) chase after me.’

(152) nani m@ &-gér-s-a-é > nani m@ égérsaé
g g
you (two) AG 2-chase.after-PL-1PT-IMPRF
‘You (two) chase after me.’

No number clash arises with the third person, since number is not marked
on the third person, whether it is the agent or the patient.
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4.2.4. Patient markers

In the transitive verb structure, the next peripheral suffix slot after the
number slot is the patient marker slot. The morphemes in this slot mark the
patient or object person.

4.24.1. {@)} Second person patient marker

Generally, it can be said that a second person patient is marked by the
absence of a patient marker, i.e., by a zero morpheme. In fact, what marks the
second person patient is obscure, because it is true that no specific morpheme
that marks a second person patient can be found in the patient marker slot.
However, a second person patient can often be inferred by the occurrence of
the non-first person marker {e-} in the agent markers slot. (See section 4.1.3.)

In the agent marker slot, the occurrence of the morpheme {e-} is
interpreted roughly as encoding a second person agent. Actually, {e-}
encodes both second and third person agents. The significant governing factor
is the direction of the action of the transitive verb. When the action of the
transitive verb is transmitted from the second person or when it is transmitted
from the third person, but not from the third to another third person, the same
morpheme {e-} occurs as the agent marker (see section 4.1.3). Thus, {e-}
occurs when the direction of the verb goes from the third person to the second
person. Although no morpheme occurs in the patient marker slot, the
morpheme {e-} in the agent slot, therefore, can be interpreted as marking the
second person patient, when the action goes from the third person agent to the
second person object.

(153) na kaq shung-e >  nakaqshunge
you to like-IMPRF
‘I like you.’

(154) na kaq é-shung-@®-¢ >  nakaq éshunge
you to  3-like--IMPRF
‘He/she likes you.’

One ambiguity arises when the direction goes from the third person to the
second person, because the verb structure with the zero morpheme patient
suffix and the prefix {e-} is identical with the intransitive verb structure where
the subject is the second person. Only the transitivity of the verb stem
differentiates the transitive verb structure from the intransitive verb structure.
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(155) zong kaq &-di-bg-i > zong kaq edib{ (intransitive)
school to 2-go-T.RMT-PRF
“You went to school.’

(156) na kaq e-tap-bg-i >  nakaq etapbi (transitive)
you to 2-arrested-T.RMT-PRF
‘(He) arrested you.’

4.2.4.2. {-a} First person patient marker

{-a} marks first-person patient. Some restrictions on its occurrence have
been observed. It is optional when the agent (subject) is the second person
singular and the patient is the first person plural.!®

(157) lega tiq buk &-zi-i-@-& >  legatiq buk éziie
book one CLSS 2-give-1PL-IMPRF
“You give us (more than two people) a book.’

(158) lega tiq buk é-zi-s-a-& > légatiq buk ezisaé
book one CLSS 2-give-PL-1PT-IMPRF
“You give us (could be two or more people) a book.”

When the dual-plural distinction is made for a first person patient (see
4.2.3), {-a} cannot occur, i.e., it occurs when the dual-plural distinction of a
first person patient is neutralized.

(159) eé-tap-shi-é >  &tapshie
2-arrest-DL-IMPRF
‘We (two) are arrested.’

When the patient is in the first person singular, the patient marker is
optional.

(160) lega tiq buk e&-zi-ng-a-€ >  lega tigbuk &z@ngae
book one CLSS 2-give-1S-1PT-IMPRF
“You give me a book.’

(161) lega tig-buk  &-zi-ng-@-& >  lega tiq buk &zgnge
book one-CLSS 2-give-1S-1PT-IMPRF
‘You give me a book.’

Structurally, this second option can be confused with an unmarked second
person patient. The person and case markings in the noun phrases are the only

% n this case, the first person plural number marker /-i/ can occur.
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way to make the distinction between a first and second person patient when
the first person patient is unmarked.

Another restriction is that the agent marker {e-} must co-occur with the
first person patient marker, when the action is transmitted from the second
person to the first person. Without the agent marker, the occurrence of {-a}
by itself is unnatural and results in obscure meaning. This seems to suggest
the possibility that the combination of {-a} with {e-} is a single discontinuous
morpheme {e-...-a}. But {e-} can occur in combinations with other person
markers, e.g. with {-0} or with {@}. Thus, {e-} and {-a} are interpreted as
separate morphemes.

(162) *shgngshi tig-dg  zi-ng-a-e >  *sh@ngshi tiqdg zgngaé
fruit one-CLSS give-1S-1PT-IMPRF
“*(He or you or I?) give/s (me or to whom?) a fruit.’

The verb in the above sentence is not understood clearly by native
speakers because it lacks the obligatory co-occurrence element, the agent
person marker. A Rawang transitive verb in the imperfective aspect usually
marks what DeLancey (1981) calls “direction marking”, or agent-patient
marking.

4.2.4.3. {-0} Third person patient marker

This morpheme was interpreted by Robert Morse (1965:348) as a
transitive-active marker. Basing his description on the syntactic frames for
Rawang verbs, it is apparent that he did not recognize that {-0} is different
from the first person patient marker {-a} and the second person patient marker
{@}; the morpheme {-0} marks the third person patient only. No matter from
which person the action is transmitted, the suffix {-0} marks the third person
patient in the imperfect aspect.

(163) ag-ti zi-ng-0-é > aqti z@ngoe
drinking-water give-1S-3PT-IMPRF
‘T give him drinking water.’

In regard to the occurrence of {-0}, there are two exceptions. The third
person patient marker does not occur when the agent is first person plural or
second person plural. In this case, the patient or object is identified only by
the case markers in the clause.
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(164) ang kaq tsa-i-é >  ang kagq tsaie
he to  wait.for-1PL-IMPRF
‘We wait for him.’

(165) ang kaq na-adep-ngng-& >  ang kaq nadepngngé
he to 2-beat-2PL-IMPRF
“You beat him.’

A phonological change is conditioned by the morpheme {-0}. If the
patient marker {-0} is preceded by a syllable with the vowel /a/, the /a/
changes into /a/. This is analyzed by Morse (1965:348) as a rule which
lengthens the vowel. But the vowel /a/ does not change when the agent is in
the first person.

(166) ang kaq kiimaq gal-o-& >  ang kaq kiimaq galog
he to there put-3PT-IMPRF
“They put him there.’

(167) nga m@ amé kimaq gal-0-& > nga m@ amé kiimaq galoé
I AG this there put-3PT-IMPRF
‘T put this there.’

4.2.4.4. Additional notes on patient markers

Sometimes, transitive verbs which express a general assertion of the action
do not have the patient markers.

(168) ang n@ nangwa rém-&¢ >  ang n@g nangwa rémeé
he EMPH cattle raise-IMPRF
‘He raises cattle.’

When the aspect of the transitive verb is perfective, the patient markers do
not occur, except for the first person singular patient when the agent is a non-
first person {e-}.

(169) é-tap-bg-ng-a >  &tapb@nga
2-arrest-T.RMT-1S-PRF
‘(Someone) arrested me.’

(170) nangwa tig-ging wan-bg-a > nangwa tiqgling wanba
cattle  one-CLSS buy-T.RMT-PRF
‘He bought a head of cattle.’
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(171) na kaq gamp3dng &-zi-bp-i > nakaq gdmpang &zibi
you to money 2-give-T.RMT-PRF
‘(He) gave you the money.’

4.2.5. Sentence final marker suffix class 1 (SFM1)

Sentence final marker suffixes occur in three slots. Therefore, they are
categorized as being in three classes: class 1, class 2, and class 3.

The class 1 suffixes (SFM1) occur after the patient marker slot. In class 1,
the slot fillers are /-&/ the imperfective marker, {-a} the perfective marker, and
{-di} the optative marker.

4.2.5.1. {-¢} Imperfective

Generally, {-€} encodes an imperfective or simple affirmative sense. It is
used mostly with the present tense. Thus, Morse (1965) interpreted this
morpheme as a non-past affirmative sentence marker.

(172) ang nd zong kaq di-é >  ang n@ zong kaq die
he EMPH school to go-IMPRF

‘He goes to school.’

(173) nga mp nga tap-0-& >  nga m@ nga tapmoe
I AG fish catch-3PT-IMPRF
‘I catch fish.’

But {-e} is used also with the past tense to encode past imperfective.
When used with the past tense, the co-occurrence of orientation markers is
obligatory.

(174) na ng zong-a  é-al-ra-e >  nanp zOnga éalrae
you EMPH school-at 2-stay-AT.RMT-IMPRF
“You were at the school there.’

(175) ang n@ nadm am-bg-é >  ang n@ nadm ambge
he EMPH food eat-R=RMT-IMPRF
‘He was eating food.’

When {-&} co-occurs with {-bd} in the past tense, the subject cannot be in
the first person. When the subject or agent is in the first person, the co-
occurrence of {-&} with the orientation markers encodes future intention or
probability. In this case, the morphophonemic process which deletes the
vowel /g/ is optional. (See 4.2.2.1.1.)
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(176) di-bg-i-& > dibgie = dibie
go-T.RMT- 1PL-IMPRF
‘(We) will go (there).’

(177) di-zg-1-e > dizpie = dizie
£0-U.RMT-1PL-IMPRF
‘(We) may go.’

{-&} cannot co-occur with {ma-} ‘negative’, {la-} ‘inquiry’, or {lag-}
‘permissive’. {-&} has an invariant phonological shape.

4.2.5.2. {-a} Perfective marker

This morpheme can be interpreted as encoding the perfective aspect, but
its co-occurrence with orientation markers marks past tense. This implies that
it marks the perfective as well as the past tense at the same time.

(178) di-ng-bg-ng-a >  dgngb@nga
g0- 1S-T.RMT-1S-PRF

‘T went/ I have gone/ I had gone.”

The {-a} morpheme was interpreted as a transitive clause marker in the
past tense by Robert Morse (1965). Actually, this morpheme can occur with
intransitive verbs. A couple of constraints are relevant here. When {-a}
occurs on the intransitive verb, the subject or agent cannot be the second
person singular or the third person. Only the first person, and the second
person dual and plural can be the subject or the agent.

(179) rong-bg-ng-a > rongbgnga
sit-T.RMT-1S-PRF
‘I sat/ I have sat/ I had sat.’

(180) di-bp-s-a > dib@sa
£0-T.RMT-PL-PRF
‘We went.’

(181) e&-di-bg-s-a >  edibgsa

2- g0-T.RMT-PL-PRF
‘You (plural) went.’

When {-a} occurs on the transitive verb stem, the direction of the verb
cannot be from the third person to the second person singular.
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(182) e&-tap-bg-a >  &tapba
2-catch-T.RMT-PRF
‘You have caught (it).’

(183) gal-bg-ng-a >  galbgnga
put-T.RMT-1S-PRF

‘T have put (it).

(184) radol-bg-a >  radolbga
roll-T.RMT-PRF
‘(He) rolled (it) up.”

Some morphophonemic processes are observed here. Before /-a/, the
dual-plural distinction is neutralized (see 4.2.3), and only /-s/ is used for
marking plurality. This implies that {-1} the first person plural and {-ngng}
the second person plural never occur before {-a}. (See 4.2.3.)

/-shi/
{ 14/ } - /-s/ before /a/
/-ngng/

Also at work here is the tone sandhi phenomenon described in section
4.2.2.1.1: when /-a/ follows the vowel /g/, the vowel /g/ is deleted. The tone
on the vowel /g/ shifts onto the vowel /a/ and replaces its previous tone. But
this process is optional.

(185) tap-bg-a > tapba
catch-T.RMT-PRF
‘(He) caught (it).

{-a} cannot occur in the imperative mood. This means that it cannot co-
occur with {-na} ‘requestive’ or {-na} ‘hortatory’, the variant markers of the
imperative sentence. (See 4.2.6.2)

There is an allomorph /-1/. The conditioning factor is grammatical. The
differentiation between /-a/ and /-1/ lies in the subject-verb agreement (or the
direction of the transitive verb). The allomorphs encode mutually exclusive
directions of the action of the verb.2® Robert Morse interpreted this
morpheme /-i/ as an intransitive clause marker in the past tense. Actually, /-V/
can occur in both the intransitive verb and the transitive verb. When

20 A verb in a transitive clause, however, may appear without patient marker. In this case,
the verb inflects like an intransitive verb by taking the allomorph /-i/.
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occurring in the intransitive verb, the subject is in the second person singular
or the third person.

(186) é&-di-b@-i > edibi
2-go-T.RMT-PRF
‘You went.’

(187) ¢p-bg-i >  gpbi
sleep-T.RMT-PRF

‘(He) slept.’

When /-1/ occurs on the transitive verb, the agent is the third person and
the patient is the second person singular.

(188) ang mp na kaq muk &-zi-bg-i > ang mp na kaq muk &zibi
he AG you to bread 2-give-T.RMT-PRF
‘He gave you bread.’

(189) na kaq e&-yang-yang-i >  nakaqeyangyangi
you to  2-see-FAR.RMT-PRF
‘He has seen you (before).’

Again, it was shown above that /-a/ can occur on a transitive verb, but not
when the subject is in the third person or the direct object is in the second
person singular. Since they occur in complementary grammatical
environments, /-a/ and /-1/ are interpreted as comprising one morpheme.

When /-1/ is preceded by the vowel /g/, the vowel /g/ is deleted and the
tone on /g/ shifts to the following vowel /i/. (See examples 187 and 188).

4.2.5.3. {di} Optative

{-d1} is a SFM1 slot filler marking the speaker’s desire or conjecture.
When the subject or agent is in the first person, this morpheme simply marks
the speaker’s willingness to do the action.

(190) ngani di-bg-shi-d1 > ngani dibgshid1
we (two) go-T.RMT-DL-OPT
‘We (two) will go. (We are willing to go.)’

When the subject or agent is in the second person, the speaker asks if the
second person has a desire. Often, this usage is complemented by the
occurrence of the yes/no interrogative {-maj}.
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(191) na e&-di-di >  naedidi
you 2-go-OPT
‘Will you go?’

(192) e-di-di-ma >  &didima
2-g0-OPT-INTRR
‘Will you go?’

When the subject or agent is in the third person, the speaker makes a
conjecture about the third person’s action. In this case, the conjecture particle
{dang-} or the emphatic {ta-} can co-occur.

(193) ang dang di-di >  ang dangdidi
he CJR  go-OPT
‘He might go.’

{-d1} has an allomorph /-n1/ when followed by the first person singular
marker /-ng/.21 Then the vowel /i/ becomes /¢/ before /ng/.
(194) nga di-ng-bg-ng-ni-ng > nga dgngbdngnsng
I go-1S-T.RMT-1S-OPT-1S
‘Twill go.’

{-d1} cannot co-occur with {-éng}, {-an@}, or {-sa} in the independent
clause.

4.2.6. Sentence-final marker suffix class 2 (SFM2)

Class 2 sentence final marker suffixes (SFM2) occur after the sentence
final marker class 1. In this slot several moods are expressed by different
morphemes. Some of these morphemes somewhat modify the moods
expressed by SFM1.

4.2.6.1. Interrogative markers

There are three interrogative markers in the SFM2 slot. They are {-ma}
‘yes/no interrogative’, {-&} ‘informational interrogative’ and {-a}
‘confirmatory interrogative’.

4.2.6.1.1. {-ma} Yes/no interrogative

This morpheme marks yes/no questions when no interrogative pronoun
precedes the predicate verb.

2L On the multiple occurrences of /-ng/, see section 4.2.3.
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(195) di-bg-i-ma > dibima
g0-T.RMT-PRF-INTRR
‘Did (he) go?’

When interrogative pronouns precede the predicate verb, {-ma} becomes a
general interrogative marker.

(196) ang ndg rakaq  di-bg-i-ma > ang n@ rakaq dibima
he EMPH to.where go-T.RMT-PRF-INTRR
‘Where did he go?’

When an interrogative pronoun precedes the predicate verb, and when the
subject is in the second or third person, {-ma} cannot occur. In this case, the
inquiry prefix {la-} occurs before the stem (see 4.1.1.2), and the informational
interrogative {-€} also commonly occurs (see 4.2.6.1.2).

(197) rawa la-wa > rawa lawa
what INQ-do
‘What does he do?’

(198) rawa la-wa-é >  rawa lawaeé
what INQ-do-INTRR
‘What does he do?’

When {-ma} co-occurs with the mood markers, the optative marker and
the imperfective marker cannot co-occur.

4.2.6.1.2. {-&} Informational interrogative

This morpheme marks the informational interrogative.

(199) na rakaq la-&-di-é >  narakaq ledié
you to.where INQ-2-go-INTRR
‘Where do you go?’

The morpheme always co-occurs with the inquiry prefix {la-}. The
predicate verb is always preceded by an interrogative pronoun.

As mentioned in 4.1.1.2, {la-} alone, without any sentence final marker,
can also indicate an interrogative sentence.

(200) na rakaq la-e-di >  narakaq led1
you to.where INQ-2-go
‘Where do you go?’



The morphology of verbs and nouns in the Sinwal dialect of Rawang 151

The occurrence of {-&}, however, “softens the mood” of the speaker; it
marks that the interrogative is friendly.

4.2.6.1.3. {-a} Confirmatory interrogative

{-a} is a confirmatory interrogative. This morpheme signals that the
speaker wants confirmation of the information he has received.

(201) ang ng zong kaq di-bg-i-4 >  ang np zong kaq dibia
he EMPH school to go-T.RMT-PRF-INTRR
‘(Did you say that) He went to school?’

{-a} has an allomorph /-14/ conditioned morphologically. /-1a/ occurs after
the imperfective morpheme /-&/.

(202) ang di-e-la >  angdiéla
he  go-IMPRF-INTRR
‘He goes?’

Often the imperfective morpheme /-&/ is omitted. Thus, /-13/ is often
found without the co-occurrence of /-&/, yet the verb is in the imperfective
aspect.

(203) ang m@ lu-o-la >  ang mg luola
he AG take-3PT-INTRR
‘He takes (it)?’

/-18/ cannot co-occur with the negative marker. Only /-a/ can co-occur
with the negative marker or the perfective markers. {ma-} never co-occurs
with the imperfective morpheme {-€}.

(204) na ma-&-di-a >  na média

you NEG-2-go-INTRR
‘You aren’t going?’

After the morpheme {-a}, the SFM class 3 cannot occur. In the Rawang
orthography, /-a/ is written as a suffix but /-1&/ is written as a particle, a
separate word.

4.2.6.2. Imperative markers

Morse (1965) wrote that the imperative mood is expressed by the
obligatory occurrence of the second person marker prefix {&-} without the



152 Hpung Sarep

sentence final marker suffixes. In fact the situation is more complicated.
Imperative expressions can be categorized either as direct (addressed to the
second person), signaled by {&-}, or indirect (addressed to the third person),
signaled by {lag-} ‘permissive’ (see 4.1.1.1). These can be divided further
into subtypes: requestive and hortatory. These subtypes of the imperative are
expressed in the sentence-final marker suffix class 2 (SFM2) slot. The
requestive is expressed by {-na} and the hortatory by {-na}.

(205) e-di-bg-na >  &dibgna
2-go-T.RMT-RQS
“You go, please./Why don’t you do it?’

(206) lag-di-bd-na >  laqdibgna
PRMS-g0-T.RMT-RQS
‘Make (him) go.’

(207) &-wa-0-na >  &waona
2-do-3PT-HRT
‘(I suggest ) you should do it.’

No morphophonemic changes are observed when {-na} and {-na} occur.
The co-occurrence restrictions are the same for both. These morphemes
cannot co-occur with the perfective and imperfective markers (4.2.5.1 and
4.2.5.2), {-sa} ‘declamatory’ (4.2.7), {ta-} ‘emphatic’ (4.1.1.3) or {la-}
‘inquiry’ (4.1.1.2).

4.2.6.3. Adversative markers

In the sentence final marker suffix class 2 (SFM2) slot, there are three
adversative morphemes. They are {-a} ‘exclamatory adversative’, {-ang}
‘assertive adversative’ and {-eng} ‘emphatic adversative’. These three
morphemes all mark that there is something different than what was expected.

4.2.6.3.1. {-a} Adversative 1

The use of {-a} as a sentence final marker is rare and strange. {-a} is used
as a sentence final marker mostly in exclamations. {-a} marks that the result
or consequence of the verb to which {-a} is attached is not what the speaker
had expected. For example:

(208) ang di-bg-i-a >  angdibia
he  go-T.RMT-PRF-ADVR
‘He went. (but...)’
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(209) ang ng ma-di-a > ang n@ madia
he EMPH NEG-go-ADVR
‘He did not go. (but...)’

(210) ang g@ ta-di-di-a >  ang g¢ tadidia
he also EMPH-go-OPT-ADVR

‘He would have gone, too (but ...).’
{-a} cannot co-occur with {-&} ‘imperfective’.

4.2.6.3.2. {-én@} Emphatic adversative

Another adversative marker in the SFM2 slot is {-éng} ‘emphatic
adversative’. It must always co-occur with {ta-} or {la-} (see 4.1.1.2 and
4.1.1.3). The co-occurrence of {-&ng} and {ta-} marks that the speaker’s
meaning is contrary to the expectation or accusation of others.

(211) zong kaq ta-di-éng (hang kaq ng ma-di-é)
school to EMPH-go-ADVR field to EMPH NEG-go-IMPRF
‘(He) goes to the school (not to the field).’

The co-occurrence with {la-} marks that the speaker wants to question the
action of the verb since it is contrary to the knowledge of the listener or
others.

(212) ang ku kaq la-di-éng >  ang ki kaq ladieng
he that to INQ-go-ADVR

‘(Contrary to what you expected) he goes there.’

(213) na m@ la-e-tom-bd-a-éng > na m@ letdmbaaens
you AG INQ-2-pour-T.RMT-PRF-ADVR
‘(Contrary to what you said) you have poured it.’

{-eng} cannot co-occur with {-&} ‘imperfective’ (4.2.5.1), {laq-}
‘permissive’ (4.1.1.1) or {-sa} ‘declamatory’ (4.2.7).

4.2.6.3.3. {-an@} Assertive adversative

{-an@} ‘assertive adversative’ is another marker which occurs in the SFM2
slot. This morpheme marks that the speaker is reporting something that was
not expected to happen or something that is not supposed to happen.
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(214) ang di-ang >  angdiang
he go-ADVR
‘But he goes. (contrary to what I guessed)’

(215) ang n@ ma-di-ang >  ang n@ madiang
he EMPH NEG-go-ADVR
‘He does not go. (contrary to the fact that he should go)’

{-an@} cannot co-occur with {-€} ‘imperfective’, the mood markers (4.1),
or {-sa}’ declamatory’ (4.2.7).

{-éng} and {-an@} can be confused with the conjunctions {an@} ‘factual’,
and {éng} ‘conditional’. The conjunctions have different co-occurrence
restrictions.

4.2.6.4. {-¢} Emphatic assertion

Another SFM2 slot filler is {-é} which marks emphatic assertion.

(216) ang ma-di-é >  ang madié
he NEG-go-SFM2

‘He does not go.’

It can occur with any morpheme except {ta-} ‘stress’, {la-} ‘inquiry’ or
sentence-final class 3 markers.

{-€¢} has an allomorph {-1é}.
{-&} /-& ~ /-1é/

/-1é/ occurs when the verb is in the imperfective, i.e., when the verb has
the imperfective marker {-e}. /-&/ occurs elsewhere. Since {-&}
‘imperfective’ is mutually exclusive with the negative marker, only /-é/ occurs
with the negative marker morpheme.

(217) nga gp di-ng-ni-ng-e-l¢ > nga gp dgngndngelé
I also go-1S-OPT-1S-IMPRF-SFM2

‘I will go along, too.’

(218) ang di-é-lé > ang dielé
he go-IMPRF-SFM2
‘He does go.’
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It is common that the imperfective marker {-&} is omitted when /-1¢/
occurs. In the following examples, the parentheses show the omitted
morpheme.

(219) e-lu-o(-8)-1é >  gluolé
2-take-3PT-IMPRF-SFM2
‘You do take (it).’

(220) tsa-ng-o(-€)-1é > tsangolé

wait- 1S-3PT-IMPRF-SFM2
‘I do wait for (him).”

4.2.7. Sentence final marker suffix class 3 (SFM3)

The last constituent of a verb (word) is the sentence final marker suffix
class 3 (SFM3) slot. This slot marks kinds of confirmation. There are two
slot fillers: {-6} ‘confirmatory assertion’ and {-sa} ‘declamatory’.

{-0) is the confirmatory assertion marker. It shows that the speaker wants
to assert the truth of what he is saying.

(221) ang di-bg-i-6 >  ang dibid
he go-T.RMT-PRF-SFM3
‘He did go.’

Co-occurrence of {6} with the negative morpheme marks the speaker’s
frustration.

(222) ang laq-ma-di-6 >  ang lagmadié
he PRM-NEG-go-SFM3
‘Oh, don’t let him (actually) go!’

Mostly, {-6} is used when answering the confirmatory interrogative {-a}
(above 4.2.6.1.3). (-0} has an allomorph {-16} which occurs after the
imperfective marker {-&}. Itis common that {-&} is omitted when followed
by /-16/.

(223) ang di(-e)-16 >  ang dilé
he go-IMPRF-SFM3
‘He does go.’

{-6} cannot occur with {-é} ‘emphatic assertion’ (4.2.6.4), {-a}
‘confirmatory interrogative’ (4.2.6.1.3), {ma-} ‘negative’ (4.1.2) or mood
markers (4.1.1).
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{-sa} marks a declamatory attitude. It shows that the speaker is serious
about what he mentions. {-sa} has an allomorph {-sang} which occurs in free
variation. {-sa} usually co-occurs with {-a} adversative (4.2.6.3).

{-sa} /-sa/ ~ /-sang/

(224) ang gp di-a-sa >  ang g@ diasa
he also go-ADVR-DCLM
‘(Of course!) He does go, too.’

(225) ang g ta-di-yang-a-sang >  ang g@ tadiyangasang
he also EMPH-go-FAR.RMT-ADVS-DCLM
‘(Of course!) He did go, too.’

{-sa} cannot co-occur with {-é} ‘emphatic assertion’, {-a} ‘confirmatory
interrogative’ (4.2.6.1.3), {-éng} ‘emphatic adversative’, {-an@} ‘assertive
adversative’ (4.2.6.3), {-¢} ‘informational interrogative’ (4.2.6.1.2), or {la-}
‘inquiry’ (4.1.1.2).

4.2.8. Final verb inflections and Rawang orthography

So far, the inflectional morphemes with their structural constraints and
their morphophonemic interactions with final verbs have been described.

(226) al-e > ale
stay-IMPRF
‘(He) stays.’

(227) ma-é-da-ta-ng-a-ng-bg-ng-a-ni-ng-ma-o
NEG-2-CA-hear-1S-BNF-1S-T.RMT-1S-1PT-OPT-1S-INTRR-CNF
‘medetangangbdngangngmaé = Won’t you tell it for me?’

In Rawang orthography, the whole structure of the final or single verb is
not written as one word. Instead, it is divided into three parts, as if they were
three words. The first part includes all the prefixes, the verb stem, and the
benefactor marker slot. The second part begins from the orientation markers
slot and ends at the sentence final marker suffixes class 1. Finally, SFM class
2 and class 3 are included in the third part. However, single vowel
morphemes of SFM classes 2 and 3 are written as suffixes to the preceding
(i.e. middle) part. For illustration, the following are written in the orthography
but are analyzed in this paper as single words.
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(228) dgng bgngaa sanp ‘(Of course!) I did go.’

(229) dielé ‘He does go.’

(230) dibié ‘He did go.’

(231) medetangang bgngangng maé ‘Won’t you tell it for me?’

4.2.9. Non-final verb marker suffixes

A Rawang verb phrase can comprise several verbs. The non-final verbs
may or may not have inflections. When they are inflected, their inflections
and their structural order are similar to those of final verbs. The difference is
that the final verb structure can include sentence final marker suffixes and
mood markers, while the non-final verb structures cannot. Instead, they have
non-final verb marker suffixes which occur as final constituents.

The non-final verb marker (NFM) suffixes can be divided into three
categories according to their structural co-occurrences and their semantic
content.

The first category of NFM suffixes includes {-nang} ‘purpose’, and
{-lam} ‘intention’. All these morphemes mark an action of the verb which
will happen. With these morphemes only negative (4.1.2), causative (4.1.4),
reciprocal (4.1.5) and benefactive markers (4.2.1) can co-occur. However, the
co-occurrence of the negative marker sounds awkward and is very rare. The
word structure can be seen as follows:

-nang

+Neg |+cCa |#Rcp |+Stem |+Bnf |+NFEM
l -lam

S

Diagram 16. Non-final verb structure 1.

A non-final verb of this class may consist of a minimum of two tagmemes
or a maximum of five tagmemes. For example:

(232) am-nang logratni > amnang logratni
eat-PURP came.back
‘(He) comes back to eat.’

(233) angaq-lam waé > angaqlam waé
fall-INTN  do
‘(It) is going to fall.’

The second category of NFM suffixes includes the conjectural morpheme
{-na}. The structure in which {-na} occurs is similar to the structure of the
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final verb except for the omission of the mood and the sentence final marker
slots. In this structure, {-na} occurs as the last constituent. The structure can
be charted as follows:

+Neg |+Ag |+ca]+Rep|+Vv |+Bnf |20 |+Num |+Pt |+ NEM
o

|£p |
| Verb I ] l -na
Diagram 17. Non-final verb structure 2.

A non-final verb of this class may have a minimum of two elements or a
maximum of eight elements. A verb with the {-na} morpheme is always
followed by the verb {i} ‘to be’ which occurs as an auxiliary final verb. For
example:

(234) di-na ie > dinaie
go-CIR  be
‘(He) may go.’
(235) ma-e-da-ta-a-b@-0-na ie >  medetaabgona ie

NEG-2-CA-hear-BNF-T.RMT-3PT-CJR be
“You might not have told (it) for (him).’

The third category of NFM suffixes includes the discontinuous morpheme
{a-...-saq} which marks the passive perfective. With this morpheme, only
negative, causative, and benefactive markers can co-occur. The first part /a-/
occurs between the causative and the verb stem slots. The second part /-saq/
occurs as the last constituent. The word structure can be seen as follows:

+Neg |+Ca |+/a/ |+Stem |+Bnf |+/saq
| | [ verb | |

Diagram 18. Non-final verb structure 3.

A non-final verb of this class may consist of a minimum of two elements
or a maximum of five elements. For example:

(236) am n@ a-diir-saq i€ > am ng adirsaq 1&
rice EMPH PPFl-pound-PPF2 be
“The rice has (already) been pounded.’
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(237) ma-da-a-g@-a-saq ie¢ > madagpasaq ie
NEG-CA-PPF1-complete-SBNF-PPF2 be
‘(It) has not yet been prepared for (him).’

When {a-...-saq} co-occurs with the negative marker {ma-}, the second
part /-sag/ can be omitted. For example, compare examples (237) and (238).

(238) ma-da-a-g@-a-saq ieé > madagpa ié
NEG-CA-PPF1-complete-SBNE-PPF2 be

‘not yet prepared for (him)’

This optional occurrence somewhat suggests that /-saq/ could be a separate
morpheme. Moreover, Morse (1965:353) interpreted /a-/ (/o-/ in his
orthography) as a voice prefix, and /-saq/ as a passive suffix. The problem is
more complicated when considering the prefix /a-/. There is a reciprocal
prefix /a-/ which occurs in the same structural environment as the first part
/a-/ of the discontinuous morpheme. Both of these prefixes and the first vowel
/a/ of some verb stems complicate morphophonemic processes and the
interpretation of morphemes. This vowel /a/ might have an interesting
historical background, but historical considerations are beyond the scope of
this study; thus, the problem concerning the prefix vowel /a-/ remains
unsolved here. However, /-saq/ is always bound to /a+/ and their meanings
cannot be explained separately. This is the only reason to interpret them as a
discontinuous morpheme for the time being.

5. RESIDUE

Tones in Rawang verbs change when the morphemes are put together or
assigned to certain structural positions or to certain functions. In this study,
however, tones are not given full attention, because they seem to involve
etymological or diachronic considerations. Morse suggests that tonal
contrasts were developed to compensate for the loss of prefixes (Morse
1962:10). Yet, the morphology of Rawang can be described fairly well
without giving full attention to the tones. Diachronic research is beyond the
scope of this study. Thus, serious tonal analysis has not been attempted. In
particular, the tones on the verb stems have been mostly ignored. However,
tonal changes on the affixes have been mentioned occasionally where
necessary.
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ITII. NOUNS
1. INTRODUCTION

Nouns include the names of persons, places, things and concepts. Typical
categories associated with nouns across languages are case, number, class or
gender and definiteness (Schachter 1985). Case in Rawang is marked at
phrase level by postpositions. Generally, Rawang nouns are not marked
morphologically for gender or number. Number markers are analyzed as
clitics, which distinguish singular, dual and plural (see Chapter One section
6.4).

In Rawang noun morphology, compounding and derivation are the
prominent word formation processes.

2. COMPOUNDING

Compound nouns in Rawang are formed by various combinations of noun,
verb and classifier roots. Verb roots may be either process verbs or adjectival
verbs. These verb roots in compound nouns are uninflected forms. The
various combinations of roots in noun compounds are:

noun + process verb,

noun + adjectival verb,

noun + classifier,

process verb + adjectival verb,
process verb + noun,

noun + noun,

process verb + classifier,

noun + classifier + noun,

noun + noun + classifier, and
noun + verb + noun.

2.1. Noun + Verb (process)

This combination results in names of things such as wall, broom,
confluence, etc. In these forms, a falling tone on the first core element
changes into a non-distinctive, i. e. neutral, tone. For example:

(239) kpm + kul > kgmkil
house to fence

‘wall’
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(240) ti + tug > tituq
water arrive/meet
‘confluence’

In some instances, if the first element is disyllabic, its second syllable is
deleted. For example:

(241) tangra + s@gm >  tangspm
floor sweep
‘broom’

2.2. Noun + Verb (adjectival)

This kind of compound word is an adjectivally modified noun. The
adjectival verb follows the noun it modifies. The two elements of the
compound word are articulated rapidly. Verbs do not occur after a noun as a
free form modifying the noun. Thus, the noun + adjectival verb combination
is interpreted as a compound word. For example:

(242) yoq + naq > ydnaq ~ Yyognaq
cloth black
‘a black cloth’

The above example shows deletion of the syllable final glottal stop of the
first element. This deletion process is optional, occuring mostly in rapid
speech.

2.3. Noun + Classifier

Some noun + classifier combinations are interpreted as compound nouns.
Compound nouns of this type have a semantic feature of indefiniteness. When
a noun + classifier combination refers to a definite thing, it is interpreted as a
noun phrase. A phonological criterion is relevant to the differentiation of
whether the combination is a compound or a noun phrase: the compound is
articulated more rapidly than is the noun phrase. Of the following two
examples, the first is a compound and the second is a phrase.

(243) shgng + gong >  sh@nggong
wood CLSS

‘alog orlogs’ (in general)

(244) shgng + gong >  sh@ng gong
wood CLSS
‘the log’ (definite)
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2.4. Verb (process) + Verb (adjectival)

Some compound nouns are formed by combining process verbs and
adjectival verbs. For example:

(245) rong +  adang >  rongdang
sit to.be.stuck
‘chair’

In this example, the mid tone of the first element changes into high tone in
the compound word, and the initial vowel /a/ of the second element is deleted.
2.5. Verb (process) + Noun

Compounds of this combination are rare, and the only verbs observed so

far in this combination are /gp/ (to sleep) and /rong/ (to sit). For example:

(246) ¢p + g > gpgu
to.sleep bed

6bed9

(247) rong + tang >  rongtang
to.sit floor
‘floor/throne’

2.6. Noun + Noun
Combinations of two or more nouns also form compound nouns. This

combination can have several semantic interpretations. For example:

a)- Both elements have similar meaning.
This is semantic reduplication. For example:

(248) ti + rame > tirameé
water river
‘river’

b) purpose - thing
The first (modifying) element indicates what the second element is made
for. For example:

(249) waq + Kkong >  wagkong
pig trough
‘a swine trough’
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¢) material - thing
The first element identifies what material the second element is made of.
For example:

(250) tawa + dong >  tawaddng
bamboo tube
‘bamboo tube’

2.7. Verb (process) + Classifier

This compound structure is derived from a modified noun phrase in which
the modifier is a process verb with non-final verb suffix /-lam/ (Chapter One
section 4.2.9) by a process which deletes the suffix /-lam/. In this
construction, the classifiers observed so far are /ra/ (locative classifier) and
/wa/ (a classifier for things in general). The combination with /ra/ refers to the
place where the action of the process verb is done. For example:

(251) ¢p + ra > gpra
sleep CLSS
‘place to sleep = bed’

The combination with /wa/ denotes an object or an instrument. For

example:
(252) dm + wa >  amwa
eat + CLSS

‘things to eat = food’

2.8. Noun + Verb + Noun

This compound type also results from a modified noun phrase in which the
modifier is a verb phrase with non-final verb suffix /-l1am/ by a process which
deletes the suffix /-lam/. Thus, the first two elements of this compound
modify the third element. For example:

(253) am + dar + jak >  amdirjak
rice pound machine
‘Rice pounding machine = rice mill/ rice huller machine’

2.9. (Noun + Classifier) + Noun

This combination is simply a compound noun embedded in the structure of
a Noun + Noun combination. The embedded compound noun is of Noun +
Classifier structure (see section 2.3). For example:
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(254) (shgng + kgm) + kgm > sh@ngkgmkgm
wood CLSS house
‘Wood-plank house = wooden house’

2.10. Noun + (Noun + Classifier)

This is another case of a compound embedded in the Noun + Noun
compound structure. The Noun + Classifier structure is embedded in the
second element. Since the first part or element of the Noun + Noun
compound modifies the second element, the embedded part is modified by the
first element. For example:

(255) tawa + (dong + tan) > tawadongtan
bamboo tube CLSS
‘Bamboo tube’

3. DERIVATION

Derivation is another prominent process in noun formations. This
derivation is accomplished by affixation. Derivational affixes are divided into
prefixes and suffixes. These affixes change verbs and classifiers into nouns,
or nouns into derived noun forms. (Some nouns are derived by compounding,
as above.)

3.1. Prefixes

Only four derivational prefixes have been observed: /a-/, /ang-/, /da-/ and
/ta-/. Both /a-/ and /ang-/ may correspond to a noun prefix of vague meaning
that appears all over the Tibeto-Burman tamily, exemplitied by Burmese /74/,
Lahu /3-/, Bisu /an-/ ~ /ak-/, Jinghpaw /?a/, Written Tibetan /h-/, etc. (See
Matisoff 1973.)

3.1.1. /a-/ Nominalizer 1

This prefix is attached to some process verb roots to derive a form which
refers to the subject or agent of the verb root. For example:

(256) a- ngg > angg@
NOM-cry/weep

‘a person who weeps easily’
3.1.2. /ang-/ Nominalizer 2

This prefix changes some classifiers and verbs into nouns, and some nouns
into derived noun forms.
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a) /ang-/ + Classifier
Derived words of this type denote the abstract property to which the
classifier refers. For example:

(257) tong = Classifier for long and round objects
ang-tong >  angtong
NOM-CLSS
‘the state of being round and long (cylindrical shape)’

b) /ang-/ + Verb (process)
Derived words of this type denote an instrument used in performing the
activity to which the verb refers. For example:

(258) ang-wam >  angwam
NOM-to.cover
‘the cover’

¢) /ang-/ + Verb (adjectival)
Derived words of this type denote the abstract state or property to which
the adjectival verb refers. For example:

(259) ang-mong >  angmong
NOM-to.be.white
‘the white colour’

d) /ang-/ + Noun
Some nouns are derived from nouns by the prefix /ang-/.22,23 Again,
the derived form denotes an abstract status or state. For example:

(260) ang-ti >  angti
NOM-water
‘liquid’

3.1.3. /da-/ Nominalizer 3
This prefix changes some verbs into nouns. For example:

(261) da-lgp >  dalgp
NOM-bury

‘grave’

22 Some nouns derived by this process have become frozen forms such that their root forms
cannot be found as free forms and cannot be glossed. For example: angké = solid thing, but
ke="?

23 This root certainly looks cognate to Jingpho ké? ‘congeal, coagulate’. [Ed.]
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An allomorph /ta-/ is observed occurring in free variation. For example:

(262) dalgp = grave
talpp = grave

3.1.4. /ta-/ Nominalizer 4

This prefix changes some classifiers into nouns. For example:

(263) yp = aclassifier for things in a row
ta-yé > tayd
NOM-CLSS

i3 ’

row

3.2. Suffix

There is only one derivational suffix that has been observed, /-shi/. This
morpheme derives nouns from some action verb roots.24 The resultant noun

refers to the agent of the verb. For example:
(264) am-shia >  amshi
eat-NOM
‘person who eats’

/-shi/ can be attached to non-final verbs. The resultant noun still refers to
the agent of the verb root. For example:

(265) tap-lam-sha > taplamshi
catch-INTN-NOM
‘person who catches’

IV. CONCLUSION
1. SUMMARY
1.1. Verb morphology

Compounding in verb formations is merely reduplication of semantically
similar verbs. Verbs may be derived from nouns by deleting any syllable that
precedes the last syllable. Since compounding and derivation are not
extensive, there are only a few phonological changes that occur. One tone
change, that may occur in either compounding or derivation is for the falling

24 This morpheme seems to reflect PTB *su ‘remote third person; who?" [Ed.]
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tone to change into mid-tone. In compounding, a palatalization process occurs
in which /s/ changes into /sh/.

Inflection is the most significant and productive process in Rawang verb
morphology. A number of prefixes and suffixes and one discontinuous
morpheme are involved in the inflectional verb morphology.

Rawang verbs can be divided into final and non-final verbs. Though they
take some of the same inflections, they differ in that final verbs have sentence-
final marker suffixes while non-final verbs take non-final verb marker
suffixes. Diagram 19 summarizes the final transitive verb structure, which the
intransitive verb resembles except for the lack of patient markers. All
tagmemes are optional except for the verb stem. A final verb may be
composed of a minimum of two elements or a maximum of eleven elements.

Many of the verb affixes have allomorphs. The conditioning factors for
the morpheme variations are phonological, morphological and/or grammatical.

Md |Neg |Ag|Ca|Rcp | Stem |Bnf |Ori |Num [Pt | SFM1 | SFM2 | SFM3
lag- | ma- | é- |da-|a- -shi | -bp [ -ng D |- -ma o
la- ta- -a -zp -D -a |-a -& sa
ta- -am | -ap | -shi -0 | -di -a
-ké | -yang| -i -na
-zaq | -npng -na
-n@ng -a
-rat -an@
-ra -€nd
-é

Diagram 19. Final verb structure with slot filler affixes.

A couple of phonological processes are involved in this allomorphy. The
first is assimilation. The vowels of the prefixes and the first syllables of
CaCV(C) syllables are assimilated to the vowel /e/ of the non-first person
agent marker {&-}. This assimilation could be called a morphologically
conditioned process because those vowels change into /e/ even if the
allomorph /na-/ of the morpheme {&-} occurs in the structure. Another type
of phonological conditioning is involved with the syllable structure. For
example, /na-/, the allomorph of {&-}, occurs before aCV(C) syllables and
before the reciprocal prefix /a-/.

Morphological conditioning is also observed. For example, a lateral /1/ is
inserted before the vowels /-a/, /-6/, and /-&/, when they occur after the /-&/
imperfective marker; thus, the allomorphs /-13/, /-16/, and /-1¢/ occur after /-&/.
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Grammatical conditioning on morpheme variation also occurs. The
perfective marker {-a} has allomorphs /-a/ and /-i/. They are conditioned by
mutually exclusive patterns of subject-object agreement marking on the verb.

A multiple occurrence of the morpheme {-ng} which is particular to the
Rawang language has been described. The first person singular marker /-ng/
is suffixed to the verb stem, benefactive, orientation and SFM1 suffixes at the
same time, i.e., several instances of /-ng/ are suffixed to those items
simultaneously. But it occurs only on open syllables and syllables with /k/ or
/q/ finals.

A couple of morphophonemic processes have been noted.

1) Backing: The front high unrounded vowel /i/ of some open syllable stems
changes into the central high unrounded vowel /¢/ when followed by /ng/.

2) Merging: The central high unrounded vowel /g/ is deleted when the front
high unrounded vowel /i/ follows, but the tone on the vowel /g/ moves onto
the following vowel /i/ and replaces the existing one. Thus, for instance, this
process merges /b@/ and /1/ into /bi/.

3) Lengthening: A grammatically conditioned vowel lengthening occurs. The
vowels of closed syllable verb stems are lengthened when followed by /i/ and
/ol and when the agent is not in the first person singular.

4) Neutralization: Another process is neutralization. /-shi/, /-1/, and /-ngng/
(dual-plural distinction) are neutralized before the morphemes /-a/ ‘first
person patient’ and /-a/ ‘completive’, and only the allomorph /-s/ occurs.
Since the first person patient marker and perfective marker are homophonous,
the conditioning can be described as phonological.25

Non-final verbs differ from final verbs in that non-final verbs do not have
mood markers or sentence final markers. Instead they have non-final verb
marker suffixes. Other affixes are the same for non-final and final verbs. In
non-final verb formations, no significant morphophonemic processes occur,
which is different from the case of final verbs. It is only in non-final verbs
that the discontinuous morpheme {a...saq} is observed (above 4.2.8).

1.2. Noun morphology

In noun morphology, compounding and derivation are prominent.
Compounding involves various combinations of two or three lexical items
such as nouns, classifiers, process verbs and adjectival verbs. Three-element
compounds are primarily two-element compounds in which one element has
another two-element compound embedded in it. For most of the compound
nouns, preceding elements modify the following elements. Of noun +

25 In this instance, the distinction between the first person patient marker and the perfective
marker is not clear either, since these markers are homophonous.
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classifier combinations, those which are indefinite are analyzed as words and
those which refer to specific things are analyzed as phrases.

In noun derivation, four prefixes and one suffix occur. /a-/ changes some
process verbs into nouns. /ang-/ changes classifiers and verbs into nouns and
nouns into derived nouns. /da-/ changes verbs and /ta-/ changes some
classifiers into nouns. /-shi/ is suffixed to some transitive verbs to change
them into nouns which refer to the agent of the verb. Inflection is not a
feature of noun morphology.

2. SOME IMPLICATIONS FOR TRANSLATION

In translation, a word is viewed as a bundle of meaning components
(Larson 1984). The translation process involves analyzing these meaning
components in the source language and re-expressing them in a natural form
in the receptor language (Barnwell 1980). Thus, understanding the meaning
(information) packaging in both the source language and the receptor language
is important.

Since Rawang verbs comprise both process verbs and adjectival verbs, the
meaning concepts that Rawang verbs convey are both events and attributes.
Along with these events and attributes, other concepts are also packaged in a
verb at word level.

Generally, a Rawang verb at word level includes such elements of
meaning as tense, spatial orientation, aspect, mood or modes, voice and
agreement. These concepts are marked by individual affixes, various co-
occurrences of affixes, and omission of the affixes (in other words, by the
appearance of zero morphemes).

Tenses can be distinguished as simple present, simple past, simple future,
near-remote, and far-remote. However, these ideas are not always conveyed
by clear-cut morphemes. For example, future sense is expressed by several
co-occurrences of morphemes in different slots. Spatial orientation
distinguishes meanings such as toward-remote, from-remote, at-remote,
speaker at higher location, and speaker at lower location. Generally, aspects
expressed at word level can be labelled as perfective and imperfective. Co-
occurrences of aspect markers with tense and spatial orientation markers result
in several types of perfective and imperfective meanings.26

Besides tense, spatial orientation and aspect, Rawang verbs also convey
moods of the speaker. Moods expressed at word level are permissive,
concessive, emphatic, optative, interrogative, and imperative.

26 In fact, all tense, spatial orientation and aspect morphemes are interrelated with each
other.
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Interrogatives include informational, yes/no, and confirmatory questions.
Imperative is refined further by SFM2 markers as requestive or hortatory.

The active-passive distinction at word level is made only by the
discontinuous morpheme which denotes passive-perfective. This morpheme
also implies that the action is done in preparation for a certain purpose. Other
voices are reflexive, reciprocal, causative, middle benefactive, and substitutive
benefactive.

Rawang verbs also convey agreement with both subject and object of the
verb. This agreement distinguishes person (1st, 2nd, 3rd) and number
(singular, dual, plural). First person singular is specially marked.

The main concept conveyed in nouns is THING. In some compound
nouns, the preceding elements modify the following elements. In noun-
classifier compounds a specific-generic distinction is made

In order to translate from a language into the natural form of Rawang,
such semantic features should be extracted from the source language.

For example, to translate tenses into Rawang, the translator should
examine the tense in the source language: how far the referred time is from the
present moment and whether it is present, past or future. Trying to find such
meaning components will help to overcome the problem of semantic skewing
and help to produce the natural form in the receptor language.

However, it should not be forgotten that the meanings of a word in a
source language cannot always be equivalent to the meanings of the
corresponding word in the receptor language. The necessary information
should sometimes be extracted from larger contexts. For example, a Rawang
verb sometimes does not express aspects explicitly. e.g. the word /dibi/
(/d1/ = go, /b@/ = toward remote, /-1/ = perfective) can mean either ‘went’,
‘has already been going’, or ‘has gone’ in English. The precise aspect can be
inferred from the context.

3. SOME SUGGESTIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH

This paper presents the morphology of verbs and nouns, but it does not
cover the structure of adverbials. It is mentioned in Chapter One that
reduplication is prominent in adverbialization. Adverbials exhibit several
different patterns of reduplication and several other morphological processes.
A study of these adverbializations may be of interest for future study.

Many other topics in Rawang grammar, includng the case system,
syntactic structure, and discourse analysis of traditional chants would be
valuable objects of study for Tibeto-Burman linguists. Comparative studies of
Rawang dialects would also be informative since there are over seventy
dialects spoken by the Rawangs. Along with these mother tongue dialects, the
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Rawangs also speak other languages such as Jingphaw, Burmese, and Lisu.
This causes much language change. Studying these changes would also be
beneficial for future research.
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1PL
1S

2,3
2PL

3pPT
ADVR
ADVR
AG
AT.RMT
BNF
CA
CAP
CIR
CLSS
CLSS
CLSS
CLSS
CLSS
CLSS
CLSS
CLSS
CLSS
CLSS
CLSS
CLSS

DCLM

DL

EMPH
EMPH
FAR.RMT
FROM.RMT
HRT

IMPRF
INCRD

INQ

Hpung Sarep
ABBREVIATIONS

First person plural suffix
First person singular suffix
Non-first person agent
Second person plural
He/she

Third person patient
Adversative 1

Emphatic adversative
Agentive

At-remote

Benefactive

Causative

Capability

Conjecture

Classifier (long, round objects)
Classifier (places)

Classifier (things used for a purpose)

Classifier (tubular objects)
Classifier (people)
Classifier (males)
Classifier (objects)
Classifier (books)
Classifier (round objects)
Classifier (animals)
Classifier (long objects)
Classifier (thin, flat, wide objects)
Confirmatory assertion
Declamatory

Dual

Emphasis

Stress

Far-remote

From-remote

Hortatory

Imperfective

Incredulous = emphatic adversative
Inquiry (interrogative)
Intention

-a
da-~d-~sa-~s-
ta-

dang-, -na
tong

ra

wa

tan

yoq

pé/

mé

buk

do

gang

gong

kgm

-6

-sa~-sang

-shi

ng

ta-~ta-~ta-~t-~te-

-yang
-rat
na

-€
eng

la-~la-~la-~1-~le-

-lam
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INTRR
INTRR
INTRR
INTRR
NEAR.RMT
NEG

NFM
NOM
NOM
NOM
NOM
NOM
OPT
PL
PPF1...PPF2
PRES
PRF
PRF
PRMS

PURP
RCP
RCP.BNF
RECR

RFL.BNF
RLT
RMT
RQS
SBNF
SFM1
SFM2

SFM3
SP.HIGH
SP.LOW
T.RMT
U.RMT

Interrogative (like ‘wh’ in English)

Interrogative (informational)
Yes/no question
Confirmatory interrogative
Near-remote

Negative

Non-final verb marker
Nominalizer (agentive)
Nominalizer 1
Nominalizer 2
Nominalizer 3
Nominalizer 4

Optative

Plural

Passive perfective
Present

Perfective

Perfective

Permissive

First person patient
Purpose

Reciprocal

Reciprocal benefactive
Recurrent action
Reflexive

Reflexive benefactive
Relativizer

Remote

Requestive
Substitutional benefactive
Sentence final marker 1

Emphatic assertion
(sentence final marker 2)

Sentence final marker 3
Speaker at higher place
Speaker at lower place
Simple past (toward-remote)
Unknown remote (discovery)

ra

-€

-ma

-a~-la

-ap

ma-~ma-~ma-~m-
~me-

-nang, -l1am, -na

-shii

a-

ang-

da-

ta-

-di ~ -n1

-s, -Tl

a-...-saq

-0

-a~-i

-i

lag-

-a

-nang

a-

-ke

mabat

-shi

-eng, -é~1é

-s3, -0, -10
-n@ng
-zaq

-bd

-Za
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APPENDIX 1
LEXICON
VERB INFLECTIONS
Prefixes
la- ~ 1a- ~ 13- ~ Inquiry da- ~d-~
I- ~ le- (interrogative) sa- ~ s-
ta- ~ ta- ~ ta- ~ Stress ta-
t- ~ te- a-
ma-~ma-~ma-~ Negative &-
m-~me-
Suffixes
-am Reflexive -ke
benefactive
-ap Near-remote -ma
-a Substitutional -ngng
benefactive
-a Adversative 1 -ngng
-a First person
patient -ng
-;a~-i Perfective
-a~-la Confirmatory -6
interrogative
-bg Simple past -0
(toward-remote)
-d1 ~ -ni Optative -ra
-8 Imperfective -rat
- Interrogative -shi
(informational) -shi
é~1é Empbhatic -$a ~ -sang
assertion -yang
-enp Emphatic -zaq
adversative
-1 First person plural 23

Discontinuous morpheme

a-...-saq Passive perfective

Causative

Capability
Reciprocal
Non-first person
agent

Reciprocal
benefactive

Yes/no question

Speaker at higher
place

Second person
plural

First person
singular
Confirmatory
assertion

Third person
patient

At-remote
From-remote
Reflexive

Dual
Declamatory
Far-remote
Speaker at lower
place
Unknown-remote
(discovery)
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Non-final verb marker suffixes

-lam
-nang

VERBS

abal
adang
adep
aga

am
amang
al
alang
alt
apaq
apuq
ara

at
atang
atang
ataq
atuq
atsaq
atsar

ayap

awang
aq

ban
dabang
dadam
dagang

dagg
dapat
dapaq
data
datsgp

Intention
Purpose

to part
to be obstructed
to beat

to be full (by
eating food)

to eat

to be lost

to stay

to fly

to be heavy
to be stuck on
to be open

to be equal
to flee, to run
to return

to be utmost
to hammer

to cut

to be stuck in
to be far

to cut grass,
bushes, etc.

to turn back
to drink

to migrate
to help

to think

to hurry up/to
insist

to prepare
to push

to stick

to tell

to repair

datsu
dazar

dazpmdazi
dang

di

don
dgng
dgngman
ding

dir

gal

gayaq
ger

£goq

kat

kit

kgm
kgmnggm

lam

la

P

e
loq

1u
moq
naq
nong
ngan

ngang
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Conjecture

to let someone do
something

to make someone
do something

to serve

to finish

to go

to put a ladder on
to be straight

to be righteous
to reach/to arrive
to pound

to put/to keep

to destroy

to chase

to call/to shout
to plant

to cook

to be present, to
be complete

to be together
to dance
to search for

to pass through, to
Cross

to go back, to
come back

to take/to bring
to put on a hat
to be black

to abandon

to be angry/to
scold, to rebuke
to be strong and
last for a long
time



rol
ong
rém

sanal

sawar

sa

san

ser
shanshér
shiing

NOUNS
am
amdurjak
ameé
amoq
amwa
ang@

angti
angwam
Gngpong
ape
gpgu
gpra
bangka
dadin
dagt
daka
dalgp
dong

Hpung Sarep
to be present, to tale
gather together tap
to open ta
to roll up té
to weave tug
to carry tom
to nurse/to raise tsa
animals wan
to »Yrestle wap
to sit w3

n a saron

P OLISE g
to surpress, to y?xlg
press on yang
to heat yel
to know .
to be clear za
to be clean 2
to b.e holy Zpm
to like/to want
rice/paddy j@mléga
rice mill ertsin
my mother
hat gampang
food gare
a person who cries hang
easily lega
liquid
cover/ lid kanggd
in round shape kaq
my father kam
bed kénsar
bed/place to sleep _
door kf
bamboo strips k?ng
dog kgm ]
wage/debt k_¢mktﬂ
grave long\don
tube mara

to replace

to arrest/to catch
to hear, to listen to
to be big

to arrive

to pour

to wait for

to buy

to shoot

to do/say

to settle a debt
to be long

to see

to give way/to
avoid

to be sick, to be
hurt

to give

to hold

Bible
ring for hooking a
strap

money
thing
paddy field/ farm

letter/book/
literature

pumpkin
hen/fowl
firewood

Kensar (a boy’s
name)

spoon
plate, bowl
house

wall

ladder

sin
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mareng
muk
nambeé
nanglara

nangwa
ngam

nga
rongdang
salaq

sam (sham)
sana

sargm
sh@gnggong
sh@ngshi
tangsh@m
(tangras@m)

Noun affixes

0_
ang-

Pronouns
ang

angni
angngng

na
nani

NUMERALS
tiq

ani

asgm

abi

panga

tarugq

village
bread/cookies
pants/shorts

manhood/the class
of man/male

cattle/cow
food/rice
fish
chair
salt
knife
nose
sarong
log

fruit
broom

Nominalizer 1
Nominalizer 2

he/she
they two

they (plural 3
people or more)

you (singular)
you two

one
two
three
four
five
Six

tara
tawa
tayg

taq

ti

tirame
titug
chapkop
wagkong
yamban

wiir (Tir)
yoq
yogqnaq
zong

ta-

nangng
nga
ngani
ngangng
ngng

shangit
ashat
dagg
tigsal
tigsal tiq
tiqya

road/path
bamboo

row

pot

water

river
confluence

a kind of shelter
swine trough

migrator/
migration

hand
cloth/clothes
black cloth
school

Nominalizer 3
Nominalizer 4

you (plural)
I

we two

we (plural)

you (plural)

seven

eight

nine

ten

eleven

one hundred
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PARTICLES

a this

a at

dakang because of, for
this reason

ku that

kaq to

madam upper

CLASSIFIERS

bén thin and flat object

buk book

dg round object

gong long object

gung animal

kgm thin and flat and

wide object

27 Cf. WB yok (Mod Bs. ydu?). [Ed.]

maqdo
m@

ng

ra

g8

from

agentive
emphasis
interrogative (like
‘wh’ in English)
also

object
female
kind
male
person??
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APPENDIX 2
AGENT-PATIENT AGREEMENT MARKING ON THE VERB
(PRESENT TENSE)
PATIENT
First person Second person Third
S dl pl S dl pl

1 s | V-shgng N % V-shi V-ngng V-6
A V-shishi V-shi | V-shi V-ngng V-s0
G pl V-shii | V-i V-i V-ngng* V-i
E|2 s |e-V-a e-V-sa |e-V-sa |e-V-shi e-V-0
N e-V-sa |e-V-sa e-V-sa e-V-shishi e-V-so
T pl {e-V-sa |e-V-sa [e-V-sa* e-V-shingng |e-V-ngng |

3 e-V-a e-V-sa |e-V-sa* |e-V- e-V-shi e-V-ngng V-shi

*These can be replaced by /-1/. e.g. e-V-1i.
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APPENDIX 3

VERB DIRECTIONS IN RELATION TO /e-/

The agent marker /e-/ is roughly interpreted as non-first person agent. In
transitive clauses, it seems to mark direction. The following diagrams show
the directions it marks. Non-/e-/ means the direction that is not marked by
le-/.

le-{ non-/e-

DD DD
N2 \ch
< @

first person second person

@
third person @

agent > patient

VO

fourth person
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