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1. Introduction

Word-formation (in Vietnamese and Thai) of forming a
noun from verbs is rather similar. The nominalised nouns
become a noun phrase which can be either the subject or object
of a clause. The Vietnamese groups of nominalisers will be
presented firstly and then followed by the Thai groups of
nominalisers.

Crystal (1992:234) states that “Nominalisation refers to
the process of forming a noun from some other word-class or
the derivation of a noun phrase from an underlying clause...”.

2. Vietnamese

In Vietnamese, a lexical unit which can be the verb is
nominalised by adding a nominalising marker before the verb.
Most of the Vietnamese nominalised verbs convey a state of
mind or an emotion. A few convey a state resulting from an
action. There are 8 nominalising markers in Vietnamese, as
follows:

1) cdi /kazj’/ can nominalises the lexical unit which can
be the stative verbs conveying an action, natural characteristics
or the process of work. The nominaliser functions as a
classifier, e.g.

(1) x&u/saw’/ ‘ugly’

(2) c4i xdu/kaij’ saw’/ ‘ugliness’

(3) dep/dep®/ ‘beautiful’

(4) céi dep/ka:j® dep®/ ‘beauty’

(5) an mic /an' mak®/ ‘dress oneself’
(6) céi an cai miac /ka:j’ an' ka:j’ mak® ‘food and clothes’
(7) bat tay /Bat’ taj'/ ‘shake hands’

(8) cai bat tay /ka:j’ bat’ taj'/ ‘handshake’
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(9) 6t /tot’/ ‘good’
(10) ci tot /kazj® tot’/ ‘goodness’

2) nu/nu®/ nominalises the lexical unit which can be the
action verbs. The nominaliser functions as a classifier, e.g.

(11)  cudi/kuraj ‘to laugh’
(12) nu cudi /nu® kurej?/ ‘a laugh’
(13) hén/hon'/ ‘to kiss’
(14) nu hon/nu® hon'/ ‘a kiss’

3) con /ken'/ nominalises the lexical unit which can be
the natural phenomena verbs and certain intransitive verbs. The
nominaliser functions as a classifier, e.g.

(15) bdo/barw? ‘to be stormy’

(16) con bio /kon' barw?/ ‘a storm’

(17) s6t/sot’/ ‘be warm, be high
in temperature’

(18) cons6t /kan' sot’/ ‘warmth’

(19) gian/zan% ‘be angry’

(20) con gian/kon' zan%/ ‘anger’

(21) hoan nan/hwan®nan® ‘distress’

(22) con hoan nan/kon' hwan®nan®  ‘a period of
misfortune’

(23) gi6 /zo’/ ‘be windy’

(24) con gié /ken' zo°/ ‘wind’

(25) mua /mue'/ ‘be rainy’

(26) con mua /kon' muwa'/ ‘rain’

4) niém /niom*/ nominalises the lexical unit which can
be the certain positive psychological verbs. The nominaliser
functions as a classifier, e.g.

(27) wvui /Vujl/ ‘glad, joyful’

(28) niém vui /niom® vuj'/ joy’



(29)
(30)
31)
(32)
(33)
(34)
(35)
(36)

kiéu hanh /kiow? hap*/ ‘proud of’
niém kiéu hinh /niom? kiow? han/  ‘pride’

tir hio /twr® harw?/ ‘proud of’
niém tu hio /niom? tw® ha:w?/ ‘pride’

hy vong /hi' von®/ ‘to hope’
niém hy vong /niom® hi' von®/ ‘hope’

tin /tin'/ ‘to believe’
niém tin /niom? tin'/ ‘believe’

5) néi /no?0j*/ nominalises the lexical unit which can

be some negative psychological verbs. The nominaliser
functions as a classifier, e.g.

(37)
(38)
(39)
(40)

budn /6usn®/ ‘be sad’

néi buén /noj’ buon?/ ‘sadness’

nhé /npa’/ ‘to remember, to miss’
néi nhé /noj* pa’/ ‘nostalgia’

6) viéc /viok®/ nominalises the lexical unit which can be

the transitive verbs indicating personal obligations. The
nominaliser functions as a classifier, e.g.

(41)
(42)
(43)
(44)
(45)

(40)

hoc hanh /hok® han?/ ‘to learn’

viéc hoc hanh /viok® hok® hap’/  ‘learning, behavior’

hoc tap /hok® tap®/ ‘to study’

viéc hoc tap /viok® hok® tap®/ ‘study’

chiam séc /cam! sok®/ ‘look after, take
care of’

viéc cham s6c /viak® cam' sok®/  ‘looking after, care’

7) su /sur®/ nominalises the lexical unit which can be a

variety of verbs indicating things, phenomena, events and
psychological status. The nominaliser functions as a classifier,

e.g.
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(47)
(48)
(49)
(50)
(51)
(52)
(53)
(54)

séng /son’/ ‘to live’

s, cuéc séng /sw® kuok® son’/  “life’

ang ho /ug® ho®/ ‘to support, back up’
sur ting ho /sw® up® ho®/ ‘support’

giau c6 /zaw? ko’/ ‘rich’

sur giau 6 /sw’ zaw? ko”/ ‘wealth’

xau xa / sAw® sa:'/ ‘ugly, bad looking’
sur x4u xa /sw® saw” sa:'/ ‘ugliness’

In (48) su sOng ‘life’ is more general than cudc song

which means the life of a specific person or group.

8) cuoc /kuok® nominalises the lexical unit which can

be the verbs indicating the duration of the event from the
beginning to the end. The verbs should have at least two people
participating in the event. The nominaliser functions as a
classifier, e.g.

(55)
(56)
(57)
(58)
(59)
(60)

khang chién /xa:n’ cion’/ ‘to resist’
cuéc khang chién /kuok® xamm’ cion’/ ‘resistance’
khang hoang /xun® hwa:n?/ ‘crisis’
cuéc khing hoang /kuok® xun® hwa:’/  “a crisis’
gap g& /yap® yo/ ‘to meet’
cuéc gap gd /kuak® yap® yo¥/ ‘meeting’

From the above examples, each verb type can be

preceded by a certain nominaliser, except in (48) which can be
preceded either su or cudc.

The following examples are cited from various

Vietnamese magazines showing some occurrences of the
nominalisation by some nominalising classifiers, as follows:

viéc

(61)

Trong chg XAy mot gi€ng dd,  cé
in market construct one well stone  have
PP Vv NP \Y NP



hé thong mdy  gidp cho viéc mic  nudc.
system machine help for clf. 'scoop water
\Y% P NP
‘In the market, there is a constructed stone well which
has a machine for pumping water.’

In (61), the NP viéc mic nudc ‘pumping water’ is a
constituent of the PP which is a purposive complement of the
preceding verb gidp ‘help’.

(62) Danchai khong chudng viéc hoc, chay an
Fisherman not  like clf. study go in search for food
NP NEG V NP A"
quay sang rugu che, cobac.
turn across alcohol tea  gamble
\Y% \Y% NP NP NP
‘The fishermen do not like studying, go in search for food
and like to drink alcohol, tea and gamble.’

In (62), the NP viéc hoc ‘studying’ is the NP complement
of the transitive verb chudng ‘like’ in the first clause.

(63) Ngoai viec dung dé lam giavi cho bitaan né
apart from clf use  for doseason for food it
P NP NP
con  dugc dung dé cdt  tinh day, che
still  gain use for distill essential oil make
Advp AUX V P V NP v
nudc hoa, udp che, lam ruou mui
perfume perfumed tea do  liquor
NP NP \% NP

‘Beside using as seasoning for food, it can be used for
distilling the essential oil, making perfume, perfumed
tea and liquor.’

In (63), viéc dung dé lam gia vi cho bita an, is the NP
modifying the head P ngoai ‘apart’. This PP is the topicalised
adjunct of the sentence.
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su

(64) Gid c6thé duogc lam to hay
Death anniversary be able receive do big or
NP AUX AUX V  AdvP CONJ
nhé tuytheo  sulién hé gilta
small depend on clf enter relation with  between
AdvP V NP
nguoi  lam gié va  ngudi chét.
Person do  death Anniversary and person die
P NP Conj NP

‘The anniversary of a death can be a time to organise big
or small event, depending on the relationship between
the performers and the deceased.’

In (64), the NP su lién hé giita nguoi lam gio ‘the
relationship between the performer’ is the complement of the
verb tuy theo ‘depend on’ of the second clause.

(65) Su xidc dong cua ngan nguoi  xem
Clf. feel moved of thousand person look at
NP
bao tang cling la nguén cam xdc 16n lao d6i véi toi.
museum also be source feel great towards me

AdvP V NP

‘Feeling moved by looking at a thousand visitors at the
museum is also a great source of feeling for me.’

In (65), the NP su xtic dong cua ngan nguoi xem bao
tang ‘feeling moved by looking at thousand visitors at the
museum’ is the subject of the clause which has the verb la ‘to
be’ as the main verb.

(66) Day 1a su hgp tic nam trong chuong trinh

this is clf. cooperate bein in program
NP V NP

phoi hop hanh dong rd&t c¢6  hiéu qua.
combine action very have effect

AdvP V NP
“This is cooperation found in the joint action program
which is very effective.’



In (66), the NP su hop tic nim trong chuong trinh
phoi hgp hanh dong ‘cooperation found in the joint action
program’ is the complement of the verb la ‘to be’ which is the
main clause.

(67) Dén thoiky khé khan vé kinht€¢ do su
till  time difficult about economy by clf
P NP P NP
bao vay, cdm van cua My cing la nhiing
surround embargo of USA also be pl
N PP AdvP V NP
dé tai duoc ban doc quan tam.
topic gain friend read be interested in
\% NP \Y% AdvP
‘Come to difficult time in terms of economy due to

embargo improved by the U.S. which is concerned by
readers.’

In (67), the NP su bao vay ‘the surrounding’ is the
constituent of the PP preceded by a preposition do ‘by’.

Niém

(68) Niém vui cia chg  Dong Ba thuong tho cing
CIf. cheer of market Dong Ba longevity also
NP AdvP
1A niém vui cda nguoi dan  do6 thi Hué
be clf. cheer of clf people city Hue
V NP PP
‘Cheerfulness of the longevity of Dong Ba market is also
the cheerfulness of the Hue people.’

In (68), there are two nominalised NPs in this sentence
which are preceded by the same nominalising marker niém.
The first nominalised NP niém vui cia cho Pong Ba thugng
tho ‘the cheerfulness of the longevity of Dong Ba market’ is
the subject of the sentence. The second nominalised NP niém
vui ctia nguoi dan do thi Hué ‘the cheerfulness of the Hue
people’ is the object of the verb la ‘to be’.
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cudc, niém
(69) Cudc khai quat cuoi nam 1998 nhenlén niém
Clf.  exhum end year 1998 lightup cIf

NP A% NP
hy vong c6thé timki€m dugc dudi long
hope be able search able under heart
AUX V PostV. N
ddt  nhiing ddutich cua quéd khd vang son.
earth pl vestige of past golden
NP

‘The exhummation at the end of the year 1998 lighted up
the hope of being able to search for the ancient gold
under the earth.’

In (69), there are two nominalised NPs. The first NP
cudc khai quat cuéi nam 1988 ‘the exhummation at the end
of the year 1998’ is the subject of the main'clause. The second
NP niém hy vong ‘the hope’ is the object of the main verb
nhen lén ‘light up’ as well as the subject of the following
clause.

3. Thai

In Thai, nominalisation occurs by adding the words ns
/kan/ or anu /kPwa:m/ before the verb which then becomes a
noun phrase. This nominalisation in Thai is popular. There are
3 types of nominalising the verbs, as follows:

i. Nominalise a main verb.

i1. Nominalise a verb of the verb serialization

iii. Nominalise a clause/ a sentence

3.1 Nominalise a main verb
Nominalise the main verb by preceding the

nominalising markers ms /kam/ or a1 /k®wa:m/ with some
changes in the sentence, as follows:

3.1.1 Nominalise the main verb and add the new main
verb instead, i.e. ¥ /miy/ ‘to have’ , 1 /tfam/ ‘to do’, 15y
/da:j rap/ ‘to receive’, as follows:



(70) /tamruot trust k"6m p"ap h&my  muiny/
police examine pub place one
NP \% NP
‘The police examined a pub.’

(70) is a simple sentence, with the main verb
/truat k"6n/ ‘to examine’ which nominalises as a noun phrase
as in (91)

(71) /tamriot t'am kamn triast k"én p"dp heiy muip/
policemen do  Nom. examine pub place one
NP V NP
‘The policemen examined a pub.’

In (71), the main verb /truat khon/ is nominalised by
the nominalised marker /ka:in/ preceding the main verb which
is an action verb. Then there is no verb in this sentence.
Therefore, the new verb /tham/ ‘to do’ is added as the main
verb.

(72) /k"aw p"atkp"uimcaj t": d4:j rdp ludok pen
he be proud which receive elect be
NP \" Rel Pron V v A%
pMi:t"e:nréstsadomn/
representative
N'P.

‘He was proud to be elected as a representative.’

In (72), the main verb of the sentence is /phﬁ:kphu:mcaj/
‘be proud’ which will be nominalised as in (73).

(73) /k™w mi: k"waim p"arkphu:mcaj thi:  d4:j rdp
he have NOM  be proud which receive
NP V NP Rel Pron. A%
lutok pen pPa:tPemrditsadom/
elect be  representative
\% \Y NP
‘He has pride in being elected as a representative.’
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In (793), the verb /p"a:kphu:mcaj/ ‘be proud’ is an
abstract meaning which is nominalised by the nominalising
marker /K*waim/. Then there is no verb in the sentence. The
proper new verb /mi:/ ‘to have’ functions as a new main verb
with the nominalised NP as the complement.

(74) /mikt's:ptiow pPaicaj naj borrikam ni: mak/
tourists be satisfy in  service  this very
NP \% P NP
‘The tourists are very satisfied with this service.’

In (74), the main verb /p"a:caj/ ‘be satisfied’ will be
nominalised as in (75).

(75) /mékt*sipthiow dajrap k"wamm p"sicaj naj
tourists receive NOM satisfactory in
NP A% NP
barrika:n ni: matk/
service this very
‘The tourists received very much satisfaction from this
service.’

In (75), the verb /p™d:caj/ ‘be satisfied’ is the stative
verb which is nominalised by the nominalising marker
/kPwa:m/. The new proper verb is /d4:jrdp/ ‘to receive’ added
as the main verb.

3.1.2 Nominalise the main verb by preceding with a
nominalised marker m1s /kam/ or mw /k®wa:m/ and conjoining
the two noun phrases with a preposition, as in:

(76) /lakke:n taw ta:y law ni: mi: wdj pPuis h§j

principles these have for give
NP A% P \%
ptuborripté:k nd:mk™&m  plditptaj/

consumer ice safe

NP A%

‘These principles make the consumers consume ice
safely’.



In (76), the purposive clause /p"uia hdj p*wbarip®é:k
narmk"&m platp®aj/ “for the safety of the ice consumers’ will
be nominalised as in (77)

77) /lakke:n  ta:n tain law ni: mi: wdj ptudo
(77) p taiy ] P

principles  these have for
NP \% P NP
K'waimpla:itp"aj ke: ptdborrip®6tk  ndmmkM&im/
safety for consumer ice

P NP
‘These principles are set for the safety of the ice
consumers.’

Nawawan Phanthumetha (1984:187)

In (77), the verb /pl3:tp™aj/, which is the verb of the
purposive clause, is nominalised by adding the nominalising
marker /k"wa:m/. The word /hdj/ ‘to give’ is deleted and add
another preposition /kée:/ ‘for’ preceding the NP /p™i:
ba:rip"6:k na:mk"&iy/ ‘ice consumer’. The constituents after
the preposition /p™uda/ ‘for’ becomes the noun phrase.

3.1.3 The active sentence is transformed into the
passive, and the nominalising markers /kamn/ or /k"wa:m/ is
added before the verb, as follows:

(78) /huond: clomc™azj kiw/

boss praise he
NP \Y NP
‘The boss praised him.’

In (78), the active sentence has the verb /cfomc®a:j/ ‘to
praise’ which has the complement /k"3w/. The verb /c"om
cPa:j/ ‘to praise’ will be nominalised as in (79).

(79) /kPdw d4:jrdp kamn c"omcPaij cakk  huondy
he receive complimentation from boss
NP \% NP
‘He has received a complement from the boss.’
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In (79), the NP patient is preposed as the NP subject of
the passive sentence. The new verb /da:jrap/ ‘to receive’ is
added, whereas the old verb is nominalised by adding the
nominalising  marker /kamn/ as  /kamn c"omca:j/
‘complementation’.

3.2 Nominalise a verb of the verb serialization

There are several ways to nominalise one of the serial
verbs to be a nominalised NP as follows:

3.2.1 Nominalise the second verb by preceding /ka:n/
or /k"warm/ without changing any position in the sentence, as in:

(80) /khdw cMp titts:  tawppraté:t/
he like  contact foreign countries)
NP \Y% \Y% NP
‘He likes to contact the foreign countries.’

In (80), the main verb is /c"3zp/ *like’. The second verb
is /6ittd:/ ‘to contact’ which will be nominalised as follows:

(81) /khaw  cMup tittd: ta:yprat™e:t/
he like NOM contact with foreign countries)
NP \Y% NP

‘He likes to have the contact with foreign countries.’

In (81), the main verb /c¢"3tp/ is still remaining. But
the second verb is nominalised by preceding with /kamn/ as
/karn titt3: kap tamprat"é&t/. The whole VP becomes the
nominalised complement NP. Inside the constituent
nominalised NP, a preposition /kap/ ‘with’ is added preceding
the last NP optionally.

3.2.2 Nominalise the main verb by adding /kain/,
/k"waim/. Then postpose the modified NP following the
second verb which is preceded by a preposition, as in:
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(82) /kPaw kM4 kPa:iw  kbait thun/
he sell  rice lose prifit
NP \% NP \% NP
‘He lost from selling rice.’

In (82), there are two clauses, as follows:

(83) /kPaw kP4 kMaiw/
he sell rice
NP \" NP
‘He sells rice.’

(84) /kPaw khait thun/
he lose  profit
NP \Y% NP
‘He lost profit.’

In (84), the second clause is preposed at the beginning of
the sentence. The former first clause is nominalised as the NP by
adding the nominalising marker /kam/ and add the preposition

/eaik/ ‘from’ preceding the nominalised NP, as follows:

(85) /kPdw kPait thun caik  Kkam kM4 KPdiw/
he lose profit from selling rice
NP \% NP PP
‘He lost profit from selling rice.’

In (85), /kMaw kMa:t t"un/ ‘He lost’ is a resultative
clause. The nominalised NP /kamn kMd: k"aiw/ is the
constituent of the PP with the head preposition /caik/ ‘from’

which conveys the cause. There is another way to say this
sentence, as in;

(86) /kam Kk"4: Kk"@:w t"am h4j kK"&w Kk a:t thun/
(NOM  sell rice make he lose)
NP A% NP V
‘Selling rice caused him lost’.
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In (86), the nominalised NP /kamn Kk"a: Kk"aw/
‘Selling rice’ is the subject of the sentence which is the cause
of the following result. The new causative verb /t"am ha j/ ’to

make’ is added preceding the subordinate resultative clause
/k™aw k"a:t t"un/

(87) /kPaw tdpcaj t"ampa:n/
he intend work
NP \"% \"%

‘He intends to work.’

In (87), the main verb /tdncaj/ ‘to intend’ has the VP
complement /thamnain/ ’to work’. Then the main verb is

postposed after the second verb and nominalised as a
nominalised NP, as in (88).

(88) /k"™w t"ampamn diaj k"wamm tdpcaj/
he work with  intention
NP \% NP PP
‘He pay attention to work.’

In (88), the main verb /tdpcaj/is nominalised by
preceding the word /k"waim/ which become a nominalised
NP. Then a preposition /diaj/ is added before the nominalised
NP. This PP is the adjunct of the preceding verb phrase.

3.3 Nominalise a clause/ a sentence
There are the nominalised markers /kamn/, /kam t"/,
/k"wa:m/ which nominalise the sentences, as in:

(89) /K"r3:pk"rus lémsald:j pen héit  nuigp k"3
family collapse = be cause one of
NP v V. NP P
panhd:  sdpk"om/
problem society
NP
‘The broken families is a cause of social problem.’



In (89), the main clause /K"r3:pk"rus lémsala:j/ is
nominlaised as follows: the main verb /ldmsala:j/ ‘break’ in
the main clause is preposed before the NP /K"r5:pk"rua/
‘family’. Then nominalise the main verb by adding the
nominalising marker /kK"waim/ as /k"wa:m 16msali:j/ ‘The
collapse’. Then add the preposition kh3:p ‘of” in between the
nominalised NP /k"wa:m lémsali:j/ ‘The collapse’ and
/KPr3:pk™rua/ ‘family, as in (90).

(90) /k"warm 1émsald:j k"3:y KkPr3:pk"rus pen

NOM mk collapse of family be
NP \%
hé:t muin kP31 panhd: sink®om/

cause one of problem society

NP P NP

‘Collapse of the family is a cause of social problems.’

In (90), the simple sentence becomes the nominalised
NP /k"wa:m lémsald:j k"3:p K"r5:pk™rua/ "the collapse of
the family’ as the subject of the verb /pen/ ‘to be’.

(91) /raw ca tham ?araj k$: tam  tdiy
we will do whatever have
NP AUX V NP AUX

k"t hajdiz/

to think carefully

A" AdvP

“We will do whatever, we have to think carefully.’

(92) /kam t"i: raw ca t"am ?araj k3: taim
NOM we will do whatever
NP
tey kMt héj div/
have tothink carefully
AUX V AdvP
“Whatever we do, we have to think carefully.’

(91) is the clause which can be nominalised by adding
the nominalising marker /ka:n t™:/. The nominalised clause
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/kamnt™: raw ca t"am ?araj k3: tazm/ becomes the subject
NP of the sentence.

4. Conclusion

The word-formation of Vietnamese and Thai in forming
a noun from verbs which become a noun phrase are quite
similar. The nominalised NPs can be either subject, object of
the sentence or the NP constituent of the PP. The ways of
nominalising NP in Vietnamese are more simple and
straightforward than the ways of nominalising NP in Thai. In
Vietnamese, there are 8 nominalising markers: cdi, nu, con,
niém, viéc, su, cudc. In Thai, there are 3 nominalising markers:
/kam/, /k"wa:m/, /kamnt"iy/ There are 3 types verb
nominalisation in Thai, as follows:

1) The main verbs are nominalised as follows:

1.1 The main verb is nominalised and then new
main verbs are added, ie. /mi:/ ’to have’
/tham/ *to do’, /da:jrdp/ "to receive’

1.2 The main verb is nominalised by preceding the
nominalising markers /ka:n/ or /khwa:m/ and
the two noun phrases are conjoined by the
preposition.

1.3 The active sentences are transformed into the
passive sentences. The nominalising marker is
preceded the verb.

2) Nominalise a verb of the verb serialization as
follows:

2.1 Nominalise the second verb by preceding

/ka:n/, /k"wa:m/ without changing any position in

the sentence.

2.2 Nominalise the main verb by adding /ka:n/,

/k"wa:m/. Then postpose the modified NP

following the second verb which is preceded by a

preposition.

3) The sentence is nominalised by adding the
nominalising markers /kamn/or /kamt™:/ or

/k"wa:m/ preceding the clause or sentence.
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