DEPENDENCY OF UNDERLYING STRUCTURE AND FINAL PARTICLES IN THAI!
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A foreigner studying Thai always complains that final parti-
cles give him a big problem in learning spoken Thai. It is true
that a foreigner can make himself understood by not using a single
final particle in his speech, but his language will sound strange
to the native Thai and it may be considered substandard. Final
particles rarely appear in written language but they seem to be
indispensable in spoken language. This paper aims at showing that
the underlying structure of each of the top two or three performa-
tive sentences? collapses into a final particle in spoken Thai.

It is always deleted in written language and sometimes even in
spoken language.

John Robert Ross proposed that '"all types of sentences have
exactly one performative as their highest clause in deep structure
."3 My analysis agrees with his in every aspect except that my
analysis introduces two more levels of performative sentences. The
topmost performative sentence is the same in every way, as illus-
trated in the following example.

(1) >
WP
P - NP
v 52
Phom pt";:f, kap Khun
ryou!
[+V]

[ +performative ]
[ +communication]
[+linguistic]
[+declarative ]

Since there are many words in Thai used as 'I' or 'you' depending
on sex and status of the speaker and the person spoken to, (1) has
to undergo the copying pronoun features transformational rule be-
fore the application of a collapse rule. The features of 'you'

will be copied into 'I' and the features of 'I' will be copied into
'you'. The following are lexical entries of pronouns 'I' and 'you'
in Thai after applying the copying pronoun features transformaticnal
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rule.

'I'
phdm

dichdn

kraphdm

?3attamaa(phaap)

khaaphraphdtthacéw

k14dawkramdm

kramdm

phdm
{+PRO]
[+I]
[+citizen]
(+masculine ]
L[+polite]

JL

dichdn
[+PRO]
[+1]
[+citizen]
[ +feminine ]
[+polite] ]
kraphdm
[+PRO]
[+I]

[+citizen]

- —
[+PRO]
[+I1]
[+citizen]
[+polite]

[+PRO]
[+11]

[+polite]
F

[+PRO]
[+II]

([+monarch], [+princel])

[+masculine] [+polite]
L[+polite]" |
?3attamaa(phdap)
[+PRO] [+PRO ]
| [+1] [+I1]
L[+monk]
khdaphraphdtthaciw
[+PRO ] [+PRO ]
[+1] [+I1]
[+citizen]
[+polite] [+polite]
k| aawkramdm [
[+PRO] [+PRO]
[+I] [+11]
[+citizen] [+prince2]
L_[+polite] [+polite]
B LY n ; -
kKramom
[+PRO] [+PRO]
[+1] [+11]
[+citizen] [+prince3]
[+masculine] [+polite]
[+polite] J
- - -
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([+citizen], [+monk])

i

[+monk], [+high ranking officiall]) -




mdmchdn

kuu

khaa

chdn

20a

'You'
khun

(phdnd)thén

phrakhunciaw

mdmchdn
[+PRO] [+PRO]
[+I] [+11]

[+citizen]

[+citizen]

([-polite], [+intimated])
[ khda B
[+PRO]

[+1]

[+citizen]

[+prince3]

[+feminine ] [+polite]

__[+polite] 1 L ]

[— kuu 10 a
[+PRO ] [+PRO ]
[+I] [+I1]

| ([-polite], [+intimate])

B chédn B
[+PRO] [+PRO]
[+I] [+I1]

[+citizen]
L_[+intimate]

— — p—

20a
[+PRO] [+PRO]
[+I] [+11]

[+citizen]
[+masculine]
[+intimate ]
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[+citizen]
([-polite], [+intimate])
= =
[+PRO]

[+II]
[+citizen]

[+citizen]
[+intimate]

[+citizen]

[+masculine]

[+intimate ]
—

— - —
khun
[+PRO] [+PRO]
[+I1] [+I]
[+citizen] [+citizen]
[+polite] N [+polite]
(phdnd)thén ]
[+PRO] [+PRO]
[+I1] [+1]
[+high ranking|| [+citizen]
official ]
__[+p011te] _JL_[+p011te] |
[ [ -
phrékhuncéa\;T
[+PRO] [+PRO]
[+I1] [+1]
[ +monk ] [+polite]
[+polite] ] _

([-polite], [+intimate ])

h




méhdabooph {'t

yoom

taayfaald?oon-
thdiiiphribaat

téayféalé?ooo—
phrédbaat

tdayfaaphri

baat

faaphrdbaat

thao

m+n

[ méhéaboophf; (-

[+PRO] [+PRO ]
[+1I1] [+1]
[+monarch ] [ +monk ]

[+polite] [+polite]

Ar -
yoom
[+PRO ] [+PRG ]
[+11] [+1]
[+citizen] [ +monk ]
[+polite] | [+polite]_

[ tdayfaald2oonthdliiphrdblat
[+PRO ]
[+I1]
[ +monarch ]
[+polite]
-
taayfaald?oonphribiat
[+PRO ]
[+I1]
[+princel ]
[+polite]

F_ taayfaaphribaat

[+PRO]

[+I1]

[+prince2 ]
[+polite]

B faaphribaat B
[+PRO]
[+I1]
[+prince3]

[+I]

[+intimate ]

(_ m+n)
[+PRO]
[+I1]
[+citizen]

[+I]
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[+PRO ]

[+I]

[+citizen]
[+polite] _

-

[+PRO]

[+1]

[+citizen]
[+polite] ]

-

[+PRO]
[+I]

[+citizen]

[+PRO]

[+citizen]

- [+polite] J [+polite]
thea [

[+PRO] [+PRO]

[+I1] [+1]

[+citizen] [+citizen]

[+polite] [+polite]

[+intimate ]
L —

[+PRO]

_ﬁ+p011te] N

[+citizen]
([-polite], [+intimate]) ([-polite], [+intimate])



?en ?en
[ +PRO ] [+PRO]
[+11] [+1]
[+citizen] _ [+citizen]
LS[—polite], [+intimate ])|| ([-polite], [+intimate])
({3t e B
[+PRO] [+PRO]
[+I1] [+1]
[+citizen] [+citizen]
[+masculine] [ +masculine]
__[+intimate] L__[+in'cimate]

The feature [+citizen] indicates that the status of the speaker or
the person spoken to is that of a normal citizen, not a member of a
Royal family or a monk. The feature [+high ranking official] indi-
cates a person of high position in the Government, thus [+high rank-
ing official] is also [+citizen] in most cases. The feature [+mon-
arch] represents the King or Queen, [+princel] the son or daughter
of the King by a member of a Royal family, [+prince2] the son or
daughter of [+princel] or the son or daughter of the King by a com-
moner, and [+prince3] the son or daughter of [+prince2]. The fea-
ture [+monk] is used for a Buddhist monk only. [+polite] is used
in opposition to [-polite] which most lower class citizens and hood-
lums prefer. The feature [+intimate] occurs in word used among
close friends. .

In my analysis (2) is derived from deep structure (3).

(2) phdm maa la@ew khrap 'I have come already.'
3
> /////Ei\\\
NP VP
phdm
1 I'
NP NP
Vv
| " S2
phut kap aun
'say to' you
[+V] \p VP
[ +performative ]
[+communication ] Ai:::::::>

[+linguistic]

I
[+declarative] phdm maa | 2w

I 'come already’
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(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9

(10)

— 1

performative verﬂ; and NP of S; will be collapsed by the following

rules.

FE+PRO]
[+1]
[+citizen]
[+masculine ]
[+polite ]
- ]

FE+PRO]

[+1]
[+citizen ]
[+feminine ]
[+polite ]
PO ]
-
[+PRO ]
[+I]
[+monk ]
[+polite ]
Cpotice]

—

F_[+PRO] ]
[+1]

[ +monk ]
[+polite ]

— 1
[+PRO ]
[+1]
[+citizen]
[+masculine ]
[+polite ]

-

— 1
[+PRO]
[+1]
[+citizen]
[+feminine ]
[+polite]

:: 1
[+PRO]
[+1]
[+citizen]
[ +masculine ]

|

[ +polite ]

—

—

[[+PRO ]
[+I1]
([+citizen],

[+monk J)

.

—

2

r[+PRO ]
[+11]
[+citizen ]
[+polite ]

4

—

- 2
r-[+PRO]
[+I1]
[+citizen]

[+polite ] ]
- 2

ﬁ +PRO ]

([+monarch ],
[+princel ],
[+prince2 ],
[+prince3 ])

L_[+p011te] ]

— 2
[+PRO ]
[+I1]

[ +monarch ]
([+princel ]
[+prince2 ])
[+polite ]
— 2o
[ +PRO ] ]
[+I1]
([ +monarch ],
[+princel],
[ +prince2 ],
[+prince3])
[+polite]
= —

[+PRO]

[+11]

[+prince3]

[+polite]

-

i

2

[+II] T

[+performative ] NP
[+declarative ]

3 4 =>khrdp
[+performative ] NP
[+declarative ]

3 4 = kha
[+performative ] NP
[+declarative ]

3 4 = carsenphoon

[+performative ] NP
[+declarative ]

4 = thawdayphréphoon

+declarative ]

I

+performative§| NP

3 4 = phréphdtthicawkhaa
[+performative ] NP
[ +declarative ]

3 4 = pheekhd

+declarative ]

I

+performativej}NP

4 = kramdm
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[+1] [+I1]

[-polite]||[-polite +declarative ]
1 2

(11) |[+PRO] [ +PRO] lE+performative:] NP
(
]

3 4 => wboy

Final particle 'kha@' from (5) has to undergo a tone change
rule if Sy is followed by a performative S,.

(12) kha X [ +performative ]
[-declarative]
1 2 3 = khd 2 3

Final particle 'wdoy' from (11) has to undergo an impolite
final particle change rule if S; is followed by a performative S;.

(13) wéoy X [ +performative]
[ -declarative]
1 2 3 => wd 2 3

Thus (3) becomes khrdp by applying (4) to (3) and later a
final particle transpositional rule has to be applied so that khrap
will be transposed to the rightmost of S; to obtain (2).

(14) khun c& pay ri+ khd 'Are you leaving?' -

The deep structure of (14) is (15).

(15) S

NP
dichdn phlut kdp khun
T 'say to' 'you'
S2
N VP NP P
| | I I
dichdn v Khun S
' I 'you' /\
thaam
__ 'ask' ‘ \
[+V] 7] NI I
[ +performative ] you fwill® Tgo
[ +communication ]
[+linguistic]
[-declarative]
[-agreement ] a
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The performative S, will be collapsed by collapse rule (16)
as follows:

(16) [+I][+II] th3am NP
1 2 3 4 => rii

Thus (14) becomes khd ri+ khun cd pay by applying rules (5),
(12), and (16) respectively. Finally a final particle transposi-
tional rule has to apply cyclically to obtain (14).

It should be noted here that the performative verb of S,
must contain [-declarative] as opposed to [+declarative] of S; and
[-agreement ] as opposed to [+agreement] of Sz, if it appears.

Other performative verbs of S, are kh50r500 'request ', san
'command, order', tdop 'answer', and ydm kap 'emphasize'.

(17) pdst pratuu si khd 'Please open the door.'
The deep structure of (17) is (18).

(18) S, -

~

NP
dichdn phlut kap khun
T 'say to' 'you' S
NP \4% NP NP
dichdn khdordon khun
g 'request’ 'you' S3

khun  pdat pratuu
'you' 'open' ‘'door'

S, will undergo collapse rule (19) as follows:

(19) [+I][+11] kh3ordon NP
1 2 3 4 = si



The second person pronoun khun 'you' is deleted by a second
person pronoun deletion rule. sf{ is then moved to the rightmost of

Sz by a final particle transpositional rule and so is kha which is
derived from (5) and (12).

(20) kin khdaw sYa st khd 'Eat your rice.' (20) is derived from
deep structure (21) as follows:
(21)
S1
NP

dichdn phlut kap khun
'IT' 'say to' 'you'

S2
NP P NP NP
dichdn \% khun S3
lIl Iyoul
san
'command'

khun kin khaaw sYa
'you' 'eat' 'rice' 'gone'

The performative verb san 'order, command' undergoes collapse
rule (22) as follows:

(22) [+1] [+II] san NP
1 2 3 4 => s

Then a final particle transpositional rule can be applied cyclically
to obtain (20).

(23) khdw t3n maa sii khrdp 'He has to come.' (24) is the deep
structure of (23).
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(24)
NP
phdm phuut kap khun S
'I' 'say to' 'you' 7ﬂ\
,///””//j::;;7 NP
NP VP NP |
| | >
phdm v khun
' tdop 'you!
'answer'

khdw  t35n maa
'he' 'must' 'come'
Sp will undergo collapse rule (25) as follows:
(25) [+I][+II] t3op NP
1 2 3 4 T=———=> sii

Again a final particle transpositional rule will be applied cyclically
to obtain (23).

(26) vyda Iiim nd khrép 'Don't forget!' (27) is the deep struc-
ture of (26).

27) S1

G

phdm phlut kap khun
'T' 'say to' ‘'you'
. S»
NP
NP P NP l
\Y >3
phdm khun
1T yém kép 'you'
'emphasize to'
khun vyaa I44m

‘you' 'do not' 'forget'
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S, will undergo collapse rule (28) as follows:

(28) [+I][+II] vyé4m kap NP
1 2 3 4 —=>na

Then a final particle transpositional rule will be applied cyclically
to obtain (26).

There are at least two nonperformative verbs in Thai, téncay
'intend' and wdn 'hope' which behave in the same way as a performa-
tive verb of S,.

(29) phdm pay dlay nd khrdp 'I want to go with you.' (29) has (30)
as its deep structure.

(30)
S
NP
phdm phiut kap khun
'I' 'say to' ‘'you'
S -
phdm _téncay NP
'T' 'intend'
S3

N

phdm pay dlay
'T' 'go!' 'with'

So will undergo collapse rule (31) as follows:

(31) [+I][+II] téncay Sz
1 2 3 4 —>nd 4

A final particle transpositional rule will also be applied to move
nd to the rightmost of S, as with khrdp in the later cycle.

(32) khdw khon cd maa nd khd  'I hope he will come.' (32) is derived
from deep structure (33).
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(33)
NP

R

) A . S NP
dichdn phdut kap khun
T 'say to' 'you' |
S

dichdn wdn
'I' 'hope'

khdw khon ca maa
'he' 'may' 'will' 'come'

(33) will undergo collapse rule (34) and a final particle
transpositional rule to obtain (32).

(34) [+I] [+I1] wdn Sz
1 2 3 4 —> nd 4

The third level performative sentence rarely appears in con-

versation. The performative verb of Sz must contain [-declarative]
and [ +agreement ].

(35) man k3 dii sii nd khrdp  'It's a good idea.' The deep struc-
ture of (35) is the following:

(36) S1-

/\ T

L Sl\
phdm phlut kap khun
'I' 'say to' |you/\ NP

phdm ydm kap khun S3
'I' 'emphasize to!''you!'

I\iP \I/P Nf? NP

phém Y Thun'
"I h&n dlay kap you
'agree with' -
[ [+v]
[*performative A -
[+conununicatio:111] 'm_an' 'ko " ai '
[*linguistic] it! 'also'fgood
[-declarative]
Lﬁ}agreement]

—
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(36) will undergo collapse rule (37) as follows:

(37)  [+I1[+II] hén dlay kap NP
1 2 3 4 ——=> sii

A final particle transpositional rule will be applied cyclically.
Sz, S, and S7 will be respectively transposed to the rightmost of
3s 92 1

S4 to obtain (35).

v Some may suspect that 14 in (38) is also derived from Sz in
the same manner.

(38) phdm pay 14 nd khrdp 'I'm leaving.'

It should be pointed out here, however that |4 in this case
is a reduced form of l#=w not derived from a performative verb in
the deep structure.

In conclusion I hold that all final particles in Thai are
derived from first person pronoun subject, a performative verb, and
a second person pronoun indirect object on different. levels. The
highest performative sentence becomes the outtermost final particle,
the next lower performative sentence becomes the penultimate final
particle, and the third level performative sentence becomes the
antepenultimate final particle.

NOTES

This paper was presented to the 29th_International Congress of
Orientalists in Paris on July 20, 1973.

John L. Austin introduced the term 'performative verb' for verbs
that specify the illocutionary force of the sentence they head.
See John L. Austin, How to Do Things with Words (Cambridge,
Massachusetts, 1962).

John Robert Ross, '"On Declarative Sentences'', Roderick A. Jacobs
and Peter S. Rosenbaum (eds.). Readings in English Transform-
ational Grammar (Waltham, 1970), pp. 222-272,

Chinese loan words for 'I' and 'you'.
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