Unreleased Codas and Tones in
Meiteilol



Introduction

* Meiteilol 1s a Tibeto-Burman (Kuki-Chin-
Naga) language spoken in Manipur a province
in the north-eastern part of India and 1ts
surrounding areas.

* Meiteilol 1s listed as mni under ISO 639-3 the
International Standard for Language Code.
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* Meiteilol 1s a monosyllabic language where
both the nominal and the verbal categories can
be analysed down to their constituent
monosyllabic stem and the affixes are also
monosyllabic .



* An interesting phenomenon that we observe in
Meiteilol 1s that the nouns 1n Meiteilol can be
both bound as well as free morphemes; but the
Verbs 1n the Meiteilol are always bound, the
verbal stem 1n 1tself cannot be without an
inflectional affix.



* c.g.

Noun Verb

1 ‘thatch’ 1ba ‘to write’
u ‘tree’ uba ‘to see’

pa ‘eyelashes’ pabo ‘to read’
h1 ‘boat’ hibs ¢ to slice’

cak ‘rice’ cakpa ‘to burn’



* Meiteilol 1s a Tone language; 1t has two lexical
tones ;

a) H Register Tone
b) HL Falling Tone



A list of minimal pairs 1s listed below:

| el fin | inseer

khoj ‘bee’ khoj ‘navel’
khon ‘canal’ khon ‘foot’
sin ‘ginger’ sin ‘firewood’
som ‘basket’ som ‘hair’
mi ‘spider’ mi ‘man’
ma ‘3PS’ ma ‘bedbug’
lu ‘head’ It ‘fishing trap’
wa ‘bamboo’ wa ‘word’

1 ‘thatch’ i) ‘blood’
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* To describe Meiteilol tone any further;
considering the importance stressed upon the
coda position of a syllable for the study of tone
especially in Tibeto-Burman languages the
ramification of the CVC syllable structure into
CVS smooth syllables and CV'T stopped
syllable (where S= sonorant and T= obstruent)
1s 1nevitable.



* In Meiteilol the realisation of tonal contrast
can be affected by the coda consonants. The
tone on the stopped syllables can be 1dentified
with the tones on the smooth syllables (Hyman
2007); where the stopped syllables have
voiceless unaspirated plosives at their coda
position.



* Meiteilol displays a rich inventory of
consonants which can occur at the Coda
position of a syllable.



Labial Alveolar Palatal | Velar Glottal
Plosive p t k
Nasals m 1 i
Approximant W Jj
Lateral [
Approximant

Table . Consonants in the Coda position




* The presence of obstruent in the Coda or
stopped syllable CVT restricts the number of
contrasting tones in Meiteilol; the obstruent-
final syllable carries only the HL Falling tone.



List of words with HL Falling Tones

mit eye
hik lice
Iik Necklace
mik ink
khiit hand
lak platter
cik pole
puk belly
suk mortar

lap group



tek brass pot
pot thing
kot granary
kok head
pok grey hair
jot Iron
pak mat
s5k appearance
thok Caterpillar
pat lake
tat excuse
kap span
nat culture

cak food
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* The realisation of tonal contrast on
monosyllabic nouns is neutralized due to the
nature of the coda consonant and 1n this case
the voiceless obstruents.

* The three stages that we associate with stops;
contact, hold and release can be observed
when the voiceless obstruents /p/ /t/ and /k/
occur 1n the onset position.



 However, when /p/, /t/ and /k/ occur 1n the
coda position in Meiteilol the stops are
unreleased as were observed from the
Spectograms.

* The unreleased phonation blocks the phonetic

spreading of the tone onto the coda consonant
in the CVT syllables.



The distribution of Tone 1n Meiteilol

| Hleveltone _HL falling tone

\% + +
CV + +
CVS + +
CVT +
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